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PREFACE. 


Towards tho end of September lost, I was entrusted by the 
Editor of tlio fltaiulurd with a special mission to Ireland, 
for the purpose) of wafcohing and reporting impartially npon 
the working of the latest Land Act. How I shonld go about 
to fulfil this general instruction was loft to my absolute 
discretion. At first it soemed possiblo that my duties would 
mainly be to attend the sittings of the various Sub- Com¬ 
missions, and to observe the effect of tlieir decisions upon 
the publio mind. Tho apparently hostile attitnde of the 
Land League towards the Commission, however, sorionsly 
altered and complicated the problem to be oonsidored. 
Whether the loaders of the League, in the conrse they 
pursued, really aimed, as they stated, at extracting, for their 
clients, tho greatest possible amount of benefit from the 
now legislation; or whether, as the Government ultimately 
assumed, they wore striving to defeat a measure which 
might have some influence in tho direction of reconciling 
the people to the British connection, I shall not pretend to 
determine. But I mado it my business forthwith to request 
from the popular leaders a statement of their views and 
intentions in the matter. This was at once accorded me; 
and I was further permitted, not only to attend the de¬ 
monstrations and conventions of the Leaguers, but even to 
accompany an expedition in search of the mysterious * test- 
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eases.’ To Mr. Pavnoll, M.P., Mr. T. P. O’Oonuor, M.P.. 
Mr. Mealy, M.P., and their associates, my acknowledgments 
are due for the ready courtosy and kindness upon every 
occasion extended towards me. The gentlemon named wore, 
[ believe, of opinion that my letters showed an anxious deairo 
to be fair. I oannot, of course, hope that I have plounod 
everybody, in a country where, us seen sometimes ervou upon 
the Judicial Bench, men usually entertain very strong con¬ 
victions of the entire justice of one side or tho ofhor in tlio 
old quarrel. Indeed, I have at different times beon made 
aware that I have seriously offended tho Leaguers, tho land¬ 
lords, and the Government itself. If, therefore, I have been 
nnfair all round, it is clear that the balance of political 
credit has boon upon the whole loft nndisturbod by snob 
impartial malice. I owe sincere thanks to tho Chief Com¬ 
missioners, and to various members of thoir staff, and par¬ 
ticularly to their Uudor-Sooretary, Mr. Micks, for information 
constantly and cheerfully afforded mo. I am under oqnal 
obligations to several of the Assistant Commissioners; and 
to many unofficial gentlemen, including Mr. E. Dwyor Gray, 
M.P., Mr. O’Donnell, M.P-, and Mr, Gyles, Secretary of the 
Irish Land Committee. 

I have added to my work a selection of tho loading oases 
under the Act, exemplifying its main results upon tho 
relations between landlord and tonant in Ireland. Thoy 
bave been selooted, and carefully edited, chiefly from tho 
admirable reports contained in the Dublin ‘ Daily Express.' 
In the letters, whioh the authorities of the ‘ Standard ’ have 
generously permitted me to republish, the utmost p ains 
have been taken to ensure accuracy; the more so, as no 
other correspondent of a London newspaper happened to 
be in Ireland with a similar mismon. Government officials, 
high dignitaries of tho Roman Catholic Church, the most 
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powerful among the leaders of Iho League, distinguished 
Irish, statesmen, great landed proprietors, agents, merchants, 
shopkoepers, and last, hut not least, Irish tenants themsolves 
—havo all in turn contributed something to the following 
pogos. 

The picturo offered to the roador is, it must he confessed, 
a painful ouo. Up to the present time I cannot do toot the 
faintest glimmer 1 of hope in the pmspoot. 1 was, as will be 
seen from what I have written, early impressed with that 
horror of the inhuman system of night outrages which is 
perfectly natural to a man frosh from our own happy bLoi-ob ; 
but which, I fear, many Irishmon, accustomed to the spectacle 
of such outrages upon every outbreak of popular discontent, 
regard as somewhat overstrained and affected. I still believe 
that but small advance will be made in the re-establishment 
of necessary social conditions until those outrages havo 
eoasod. It is with dcop regrot that I foel callod upon to 
notice tho (to me) inexplicable neglect of those who have 
influonco with the pooplo to denounce the commission of 
thoso crimes. Mr. Gray, M.P., has lately done his ntmost in 
this direction, through the columus of tho ‘Freeman's 
Journal; ’ and one eminent Loaguer has gone bo far os to pro¬ 
test against the maiming and wounding of brutes. But the 
mass of tho people are cowed by the knowledge that such 
deeds os the mnrdor of O’Leary, and the shooting of old 
Keefo, have practically gone unreproved by the leaders of the 
agitation; and that tho sympathies of those leaders are 
notoriously withdrawn from men who obey the law. Tho 
Roman Catholic Bishops, moroover, with a few noble 
exceptions, havo Roarcoly noted np to a merely mundane 
conooption of thoir duty in such circumstances. Either they 
havo no influenco over the people, or they have too 
long altstained from using it to save from mutilation 
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wretches, whose sole crime was to observe tlio injunction 
‘Owe no man anything.’ Where aro the historic terrors 
of the Church P Are they fahlos ? Or are tlioy put away in 
tho Vatican, like birch-rods, as useless to oooreo tlio grown, 
set and hardened intelligence of theao latter days ? It may 
he that Ireland will one day resumo hor long lost place 
among the groat and prosperous sisterhood of natious. Hut, 
as yet, she ohoosos rather to dwell chained among tlio tombs 
of vanished wrongs. 

M. Oant-W/ux. 

Tkk Tbutui, 

flth Ffbrmri/, 1882, 
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IRELAND 

UNDER THE LAND ACT. 


CHAPTER T. 

0 It GAMS 12/Of TTIE CO.ViTISSlOX. 

Dl’iilsn : Sn.lur.ky, September 21, 1881. 
Xtf ft Tow days tlio Commissioners -will enter upon tko admi¬ 
nistration of tho now Laud Act throughout Ireland. Tho 
Hill recoivod tho Royal Assent on August 22 last. Without 
delay tho Commissioners established their headquarters at 24, 
TTppor Morrion Street, Dublin —n fine old mansion, formerly 
used by tho Oliuvch Temporalities Commission, and full of 
liirgo, woll-ligbted rooms, TCore, during the past month, a 
largo staff of writers has been employed in preparing for the 
aotual business of tho Commission. It was necessary, in the 
first plnoc, to communicate with thoso oflicors of tho different 
Civil Bill Courts, who, upon tlioir districts boing visited, two, 
under tho Aot, to attend tho Commissioners and Assistant 
Commissioners in the local Court-houses. An extensive 
correspondence has proceeded with enquirers eager to com¬ 
mence proceedings of one kind and another, or desirous of 
information about tho meaning of particular clauses of the 
Aot, Tho technical language, the interminable provisions, 
lost in a maze of oxooptions, tho length and largo soopc of tho 
moasnre, fairly bowilderod tho honest farmers who attempted 
to master it. It was therefore decided to draw up a full, 
clear, and accurate explanatory statement, to be printed and 

£ 
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circulated at a nominal price. This doenmont has boon 
found of great service in spreading and popularising a know¬ 
ledge of the now law. But the most serious labour of tbo 
Commissioners has undoubtedly been tho devising of a 
complete sot of Rules, over one hundred in number, making 
provision for tho various proceedings which may bo takou 
before thorn. These Rules, which have boon submitted to 
tho County-court Judges for suggestions and amendments, 
will probably ho issued as finally rovisod and approved on, 
or shortly after, Monday next. They are framed in direct, 
simple terms, so that a shrewd tenant, too poor to employ 
legal assistanc e, may, at least with tho help of his priest or a 
friendly schoolmaster, appreciate and claim all tho honullls 
intended for him. 1 

There will be no pleadings, to protract proceedings 
•unduly, or render them vexations. Forms have heon prepared 
to be used—(1) by a tenant desirous of soiling his tonaney in 
a holding; (2) by a landlord, or tenant, or both togother, 
intending to apply for tho fixing of a ‘ fail 1 rent,’ In thoso 
forms the following particulars must bo accurately stated :— 
2fame and residence (if known) of the landlord; namo and 
residence of landlord’s agont, if any j name and rosidemeo of 
tenant; post-office from which tenant receivos Ids lottors; 
county, Poor-law union, and electoral division in which tho 
holding is situato, together with tho aroa in statute moasure, 
rent, and gross Poor-law valuation of tho holding, Dirootions 
are appended showing how the formB are to bo fillod up, and 
these are so minute that thoro can be no difficulty in preparing 
notices in tho proper manner. As soon as a notice has boon 
sent in, by either landlord or touant, a oopy, togothor with tho 

1 The Cathob'o hishojis and clergy of Ireland would appuur to lmvo 
misled, owing doubtless in sumo degree to the notion of the Land League, 
the opportunity of Teudering a rare servieo to their countrymen. Tho pro¬ 
ceedings before a Sab-Commission arc as informal as in au English County 
Court; and if tho priests had undertaken the filling-np of notices, and to 
advise their parishioners about tho conduct of their cases, the Commis¬ 
sioners would have mado all necessary allowances. Thus a large sum spent 
In law costs might have been saved. 
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application founded upon it, -will be sent to the Registrar of 
tbo Commission, and when a number of such noticos and 
applications have been filed in Dublin, sufficient to warrant 
the dospatch of a Sub-Commission to the neighbourhood, 
that course will bo takon. Each of the four Sub-Commissions 
will be presided over by one of tbo legal gentlomen already 
appointed—namely, Mr. Robert Reeves, Q.C., Mr. Kane, Mr. 
J. G . MaoCartby, and Mr. Groor. With the one who out of 
these four happens to be selected for a particular Sub-Oom- 
mission, will be associated two other lay Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners. Those havo not yet been named by tbo Lord 
Lioutenant; but it is understood that there will bo at least 
oight chosen, and that they will bo selected solely on nccount 
of thou- practical knowledge of fanning operations and of the 
value of land. Those lay Assistant Commissioners will, in all 
probability, ho omployed only in the province or district with 
which they are best acquainted. 

The Sub-Commission, thus constituted, will proceed, to 
soino largo town iu tho neighbourhood of tho proportios 
owned and oooupiod by a group of litigants. It will sit at 
tho place which can he most conveniently ronchod by all the 
parties, regard being had, of course, to railways and other 
moans of locomotion. It is, for instanoo, proposed to send 
Sub-Commissions to Omagh, Galway, and Belfast. Tbore 
will, of conrso, ho ono for Dublin, and oven Kilkenny may ho 
similarly honoured. To ouch of tho dozen or more towns 
thus constituted local con fares of jurisdiction, will be referred 
tho husinoss from tho surrounding district, perhaps evon of 
several oounties. In ono farther particular the Commissioners 
will themselves personally illustrate the spirit of the new 
legislation, by bringing justice to every man’s door. Inoon- 
voniont as it may be, they intend, as a rule, to go down and 
hear appeals from Sub-Commissions on tho spot. They will 
thus put needy suitors on an equality with rich ones, by 
rendering unnecessary expensive journeys to the capital. 
Many persons expect that the tenants will prefer to resort to 
tho Sub-Commissions rather than to the Civil Bill Courts; 
and in that cose the ntunbor of Assistant Commissioners must 
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bo largely augmented. 1 If tho Buies really are published 
•nest Monday or Tuesday, it is certain that from some parts 
■of the country, where tho Land League influence is not very 
powerful, thero will pour in an immediate stream of ‘ applica¬ 
tions,’ and no delay whatever will bo mado by tho Snb-Com- 
inissions in getting to work. It is improbable that appeals 
will bo taken for at least threo months afterwards. 2 

The question of greatest interest hero is to what extent or 
upon what system will tho Commission roduco ronts. Jf'ow 
persona seem to expoot that routs will bo, oxoopl in mro cases, 
■raised, in viow of the presumed disinclination of landlords to 
■encounter tho inevitable outcry attaching to such, a proceed¬ 
ing. It is, in Dublin at least, admitted that three hotter 
cbiof appointments eould lia.vdly have boon made. Hcrjonnb 
■O’FIagan is a popular favourite, and bis elevation is moroovor 
,<t delicato compliment to the Catholic Bishops, who unani¬ 
mously, and almost regretfully, recall tho uprightness, 
geniality, and learning of their late standing counsel. Mr. 
Vornon’s name is known ovor many counties as a synonym 
for just dealing and impartiality; and a Court to arbitrate 
upon the question of rents has long been advocated both by him 
and by Mr. Litton. Mr. Yernon, for an agent, holds singu¬ 
larly liheral views. His excellent relations with tho tonantry 
under his control arc woll known; and lmvo probably 
qualified liim in the eyes of the Premier (who is understood 
to bo solely responsible for the selection of Mr. Vernon) to 
represent the landlord interest with discretion upon tho 
Commission, Ho has a frank, cordial, at times almost 
playful, manner, yet is keen to seize upon a point, and digniiioil 

1 This expectation lias been only too thoroughly justified. Amongst 
other muisss contributing to the comparative nullification of the Aft of 
l«7b, must ho reckoned tha stinting, unsympathetic, administration of its 
provisions by tha County Court Judges. The suspicion and odium into 
which those Judges consequently fell have in turn imperilled, ut tbo out¬ 
set, tho success of tho holder measure of 1881, by throwing all tho work 
upon the Sub-Commissions. 

! Tho Commission first sut to hear appeals at Belfast on January, 10, 

1882 , 
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in tlio diseliargo of Ilia duties. Ho is growing grey ; but liis 
oyos aro still bright and clear, and twinkle merrily when, aa 
now and then happens, bo Ends ocoasion to illustrate liio 
subject vvilb an Horatian maxim. Mr. Litton is a polished 
lawyor, of not unkindly disposition, but frigid and reserved 
in temperament. His appointment was nob bo welcome to 
tho landlords sis Mr. Vomon’a, but it is bolieved that Lis 
legal training will act as some check upon him. His vice » 
upon tho subjoct of ‘fair rent’ may, perhaps, ho best 
gnthorod from tbo definition of it in his ‘ fixity of Tonuro 
Bill.’ Tb runs as follows :—‘Tho rout to bo deemed tbo fair 
rent shall bo that which a solvout and responsible tenaut 
could at tho timo of the enquiry afford to pay, fairly and 
without collusion, for tho promises, after deducting from such 
vent, first, tho addition to tho letting raluo of the premises 
referable to any unexhausted and suitable iruprovomonlK made 
by tho tenant or his prodoocssors in title, and after deducting, 
secondly, any inoreoso of letting value referable to Lliu ex¬ 
penditure of labour or capital of tho tenant, whether tho sumo 
he capable of being specified in detail or not; and tbo Judge 
shall fnrthor take into consideration any variation in the 
nvorago prico of agricultural produce or stock which shall 
have taken placo sinco tho holding was last in tho possession 
of tho landlord or his predecessors iu title, if evidenoo of flic 
samo bo offered,’ 

It is admittedly impossible to defino in common teuus, 
nnivorsally applicable, wliat is a fair rent. But it is obvious 
that Mr. Litton, himself a landlord, who lias drawn up such 
a clause as fhat now oitod, entertains very advanced viows us 
to tho tenant’s iutcrost in tiro matter. Mr. Tarn oil's aus¬ 
picious, not to say hostile, attitude towards tho Commission 
may not, thorofore, ho justified by events. It is notsnppobed 
that ovory heated utterance at tho recent National Convention 
of tho Land League is to bo recorded ns the settled, unalter¬ 
able oonvlotion of tho spoakor and of tho League. Indeed, it 
is very doubtful whether the fourth and fifth resolutions 
passed at tho Convention, restraining, the tenants from 
resorting to tho Commission until tho deoisious in corlain test 
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cases, to bo solectod by the ‘Executive,’ are kuowu, will hnvo 
more than a partial and temporary effect. At all omits, 
several bodies of tenant-farmers in Ulstor have bo an cl them¬ 
selves together, under a now name,for the express purpose of 
working the Act. Ourionsly enough, a pamphlet just 
published by Mr. Hoaly, who may bo considered the ‘ Law 
Adviser ’ of the League, oxplains tho Act in the dourest way, 
points out its advantages, and o von gives tho tonants elaborate 
advico about tho prosecution of tboir claims, which, to tho 
poorer class of them, will bo of tbo greatest oncouragomont 
and service. Mr. Healy’s pampldet is almost a suggestion to 
the tenantry to give the Act a fair trial. It is consequently 
possiblo that Mr. Parnell may yet he moved to relont. But 
it must he admittod that there is no sign, so far, of any 
concession, on his part, to the growing fooling in favour of 
the Act. It might without unfairness be suggested that 
Mi-. Pamoll has, like Mr. Hoaly, unwittingly oonnsollod his 
followers to accept the Aot. At the Convention ho ndvisod 
tenant-farmers, first, to avoid statutory torrns. Ho again 
recommended them, in tho interest of tho labourers, to tako 
advantage of tbo 31st Section of tho Act, and to borrow 
money from tbo Government for tho erection of labourers’ 
cottages. It may be remarked, in Hub connootion, that tho 
Commission will in all likelihood only mako advancos under 
that Section upon tho borrower's accepting a statutory 
tenancy. The Section, however, authorises a loon upon tho 
teuanoy, ‘ or other security, or whon the landlord joins tho 
occupier in giving security.’ Mi-. Parnell porhaps supposes 
that tho Treasury may consider tho latent right of tho 
occupier to obtain tho statutory tonauoy, or to soil, a sufficient 
security. At first sight he would certainly appear to havo 
spoken without duo consideration. 

The Land Commission may also oxpoct to bo utilised as a 
selling agency. This department of its business is undor tho 
special charge of tho late Acting Secretary, Mr. Murrough 
O’Brien, who dhjdys the reputation of being a highly ox- 
perienced vainer, and has one of thosB names which inspire 
confidence in Ireland. He is necessarily woll acquainted 
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•with the condition anil capabilities of Irish land, from having 
dischargod for many years the duties of Inspector of Estates 
to the Ohurcli Temporalitios Commission. Numerous in¬ 
stances havo boon moutionod in which landlords wish to 
soil their estates through tho Laud Commission; hut no one 
so far scorns able to point out a oase whore tho tenant has 
positively declared his intention to buy. This curious faot 
may ho acconntod for by tho recent injunctions of tho Land 
Loague, or it may be due to tho unsettled state of parts of tho 
country. Konts aro still boing collected by horse and foot. 
‘ Boycotting ’ is going on every day to a greater and greater 
extent, and such oircmnstancos aro not favourable to tho 
investment of capital in tho soil. The first decisions of tho 
Sub-Commissions aro naturally awaitod with the deepest 
anxioty. Tho Land League havo selected thoir test cases for 
the purpose of exactly estimating the bonefits conferred by 
tho Act. h’roni what has boon already said, howevor, it is 
manifest that the Commission may not, after all, take theso 
selected cases first. Thoy aro not hound to Ml into tho trap. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

THIS FOLICT OF THE LEAGUE. 

Duulin : Tuesday, Soplombor 27. 

Ir was feared that there might be some further delay in 
issuing the Rules of tbo Land Conrfc. This dolny has not 
ocenrrod, lint if it lind, it would have boeu iu no dogroe duo 
to the staff of tho Commission. Tho forma of notieo, applica¬ 
tion, und conveyance have been cut down and simplified into 
one sentence each; the Commissioners and Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners lmvo mapped out their districts; and all over the 
country we hear of coses being ready for tho Courts, autl of 
evicted tenants clamouring impatiently Cor redress, llonn- 
whilo certain itinerant orators of the Laud Leoguo are mating 
tho moat of every hour that is given thorn to discredit and 
discount the advantages of tho new Codo. Conventions, pro¬ 
cessions on a grand scale in the largo towns, are supplemented 
hy incessant local meetings in the provinces; and tho lesson 
sought to be enforced on all thoBO occasions is ‘ distrust of the 
Commission.’ In view of the impending crisis tho Govern¬ 
ment have resolved to delay matters no longor, and to allow 
the publication of the Rules. But tho publication is provi¬ 
sional only, and the text is issued subject to the sanction of 
the Treasury. Much disloyal nonsense is uttered on tho ono 
side, provoking from tho other oven wilder nonsense uboub 
the necessity for dragooning the country into quiotness. Mr. 
Forster walks restlessly to and fro in. the Castle; while Mr . 
Parnell is drawn in state through the capital of Ireland, like a 
conqueror returning to his palace. 1 Impartial men seem, to bo 

1 Hr. Parnell's triumphant progress through Dublin had Icon muds on 
Sunday, September 25. 
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of opinion that tlio Act is tho only romody for the diBtompev of 
the body politic; and that it cannot be administered too rood. 
One small difficulty is said to bar tho way. Tho liOth Section 
requires tho sanction of the inevitable ‘ Treasury ’ as to tho 
amount of fees to bo ohargod to suitor's ; and it is said that 
the deputation of solicitors which waited on tho Commis¬ 
sioners on Saturday, although thoy had some trouble, woro 
finally successful in porsnading that body to deal with tho 
ominous subject of ‘ foos 1 to tho satisfaction of tho profession. 
But many good foos must bo lost and sacrificed for every day 
that olapses before the Commissions begin to sit; and it is to bu 
hopod that ono or other of ‘ my Lonls ’ may have the wisdom 
to telegraph from London an immodiate authorisation of the 
soalo, after reading it, and before going throngh tho custo¬ 
mary etiquotto of long discussions, conducted through tho 
medium of Channel steamers. There is very littlo fear of the 
sealo of fcos lieing too high; for the obvious reason that 
nothing could give to tho Land Leaguers a more plnuBiblo 
and ovon justifiable tliomc for denunciation. 1 

The Commissioners are in a position of great dignity, 
power, and responsibility; their hands can shape for good or 
for evil tho future destinies of thoir country; and it is therefore 
pleasant to find that tho utmost confidence iR felt by both 
parties carrying on tlio ront controversy in thoir fairness and 
impartiality. 1 have hoard this feoling expressed, with tho 
utmost candour, ovon by ominont Land Leaguers, especially 
about Mr. Yornon, whom they regard ns the * strong man ’ ou 
tho Commission. But more impartiality will not ho sufficient 
at tho present crisis. Tlio Commission, powerful as it is, has 
to rookon with a far more powerful body—tho most united, 
the most skilfully governed, and porhaps the most represeuta- 

* Tho delay of oighl weeks which elapsed beforo the Act wns put into 
operation had deplorable results. The tenants would Jiaro gone readily 
enough into Court at first, and a weok ought to hare boon sufficient to pre¬ 
pare and issue a few necessary rulos. Time was, however, given to tlio 
League to mature and ovon hilly io execute thoir plans. While the Lonls. 
of the Treasury woro haggling about foes, the fate of a nation was trembling 
in tho balance. 
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tive organisation that Ireland lias evor soon. No diroct 
intimidation in the shape of demonstrations near tho Sub- 
Commission Courts, or otherwise, will ho resorted to, or 
indeed would rocommeud itself for a momont to the loaders of 
the League, or, again, would be permitted by the Government, 
But now, by men of all classes, landlords, leaders of tho Louguo, 
journalists, lawyers, and men of business, thero is but ono 
opinion expressed, which is this, that unless rents are reduced, 
on the average, by a very considerable amount, say 25 per cent., 
the Commission will be playing into the hands of Mr. Parnell 
during the coming whiter. 1 If, on tho other hand, tho Com¬ 
mission, nsing the large discretion vested in them by tho 
Act as arbitrators rather than as judges, and throwing con¬ 
ciliation into the wavering sooIq, should resolutely out down 
rents oveiywhero, oxcept, of course, whore thoy aro moroly 
interest on capital oxpended by the landlord, then it isj as 
confidently asserted that tho Land Loagne will soon become 
paralysed and disintegrated. 

Tho recent addition to the titlo of tho League is a oloar 
sign that all this has been foreseen by the astute Executive of 
that Association. The National Convention, tho torchlight 
procession, and tho reiterated warnings against rushing into 
Court havo uot been rosorted to without Romo sufficient ond 
in view; and that is plainly tho offering of terms to tlio Com¬ 
mission. Tho plou of notion which has been finally decided 
upon appears to ho tho only one possiblo to tho Loaguo in its 
present oircumsttmcos. A momont’s reliootiou will show that 
the shrewd but poverty-stricken Irish farmers wore not likoly, 
in any case, to plunge ns one man into tho dangorons gulf of 
litigation. Each would pauso, look ahead, and try to dis¬ 
cover, first, the fato of a boldor noighbour. Tho Longue have 
accordingly appealed to this cautious spirit with the offer of 
test cases, to be fought at the oxpenso of tho League, by 
which the farmer can tell, without ono penny of espouse to 

1 The writer wm severely reproved, iu the columns of certain news¬ 
paper, for venturing to name so large a reduction. It was undoubtedly 
a bold statement, but it has been jus tided in tho event; tho average mto of 
ledneuoa of rents at the end of tho year being 25 percent, all but a fraction. 
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liimsolf, wlmt would bo tho result of an application in bis own 
case. It is obvious that if those cases bo fairly selected, if 
tlicy bo average roprosonlativo cases, there can be no objection 
■whatever to tlio adoption of a course so convenient both to 
tho litigants and to tho Courts. If, on the contrary, the 
soloctod oases wore those where common justice required that 
a good landlord should not he robbed of all return for tho 
capital he had spout in real improvements serviceable to tho 
tenant, tho Leaguo would succeed in. seriously aggravating 
tho present stale of things. Wo huvo plenty of evidence, 
howovor, that independent tenants will bring then- cases 
boforo the Court, regardless of what tho League may enjoin 
upon tlio subject; so that there is little fear entertained that 
tho Act will not, in a very short time, havo a fair trial. 
Soveral snob cases havo boon mentioned which aro to bo 
brought before tho Court at its first sitting; and it is not im¬ 
probable that one of Lho first rentals to be pared down will be 
that of property belonging to a Oily Company in county 
Londonderry. 

Tho programmo of tho Leaguo, which has boon imparted 
to mo on tho liORt possible authority, is plain enough. It 
must bo remembered, in order to understand it, that tho 
Leaguo, like other political associations, has a moderate and an 
advanced party. The former is tho more uumorous and ro- 
spootahlo; tho latter, contrary to tho general rule, has the money, 
and is mostly domiciled on tho other sido of the Atlantio. Tho 
Amorioan subvention is ossontial to tho work of improving 
tlio position of tbo 1 risk farmers and labourers; but the ardent 
Hopubliouu subscribers expect a little more for their dollars, 
and they must bo humoured. This is lho meaning of tlio 
Stare and Stripes being adopted as a conspicuous decoration 
at tlio Convention, and porhaps, ulso, of Mr. Sexton’s con¬ 
fusing statement on Sunday night that ‘tho City of Dublin 
had broken loose from tho Lion and the Unicorn.’ Such, 
rousing utterances are cabled weekly in homoeopathic doses to 
Amorica, where they serve to ousure the steady return of 
subscriptions. Tho moderate party, to which every Land 
Leaguer of any real influenao openly or secretly belongs, are 
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believed to be, in. tlieic hearts, as hopeful of good results 
coming from tho Act as Mi’. Gladstone liimsolf. Everybody 
knows that tho leaders of the party in Parliament woro 
equally surprised and delightod with tho Bill at its first produc¬ 
tion; and the reasons of their present apparent hostility to it 
have been sulliciontly indicated. Tlioy propose, then, to eoloot 
all through the country' a number of test cases of unfair 
renting, and to bring thorn immediately before tho Sab-Com¬ 
missions. Theso cases, it is stated, will bo fair ‘average’ 
cases ; not rack-rented cases, where any Court worth! bo stiro 
to reduco routs, but, as defined in one of the resolutions, tho, 
cases of ‘tonants whose rents hitherto huvo not hoon con¬ 
sidered cruel or exorbitant,’ routs ‘uoiLlier voryhigli nor very 
low.* Tho tenants whoso eases aro solocLcd will bo repre¬ 
sented at the cost of tlio Longue by the most able counsel 
that can be procured, and tbo recommondations upon tho 
subject of preparing the tenants’ evidenco, contained in tho 
pamphlet recently published by Mr. Healy, will bo carefully 
attended to. That pamphlet, by tho way, is maintained by 
the League authorities to he merely' tho embodiment of Mr. 
Healy’a own views about tho Act; against which view may 
be6otliis closo and confidential relations with Mr. I’aruoll, 
and tho fact that ho is now upon nu official mission in Lho 
South of Ireland for the selection of toBt cases, Tho League 
consider tbo tenauts ns being divided into two chesses; first, 
those who are able to provein each instanoothat tbo improve¬ 
ments to bo set off against rent have been mado by the tenant 
or his predecessors in title; secondly, those who are nimble to 
offer such proof. It is said that tbo number in tho first class 
is hut small. At all events, the League cases are to bo 
selected mainly, in tbo first instance, from tlio second class. 
And hare arises an important question. It is well known 
that the great body of the smaller cultivators keep no record of 
farming operations; while every penny spout by the landlord 
in improvements is entored in liis agent’s books at tlio time, 
and the books are preserved with caro. The consequonoo of 
this state of things was that in litigation under lho Aot of 
13/0, a tenant claiming compensation for impi'ovcmonts gone- 
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rally brought loose, inexact, and imperfect evidence before 
tlio Court, and was at a great disadvantage as compared with 
tlio landlord, whoso ovidonco was ready, prooiso, and complete. 
Undov tlio Act of 1870, liowovor, by Soction 5, all improve¬ 
ments on tlio holding mado within twenty years boforo the 
passing of tlio Act woro to bo presumed to have been made 
by tho tenant. Tbc now Act contains no such provision. It 
is mattor of regret that it was not thought of at the time; 
but it was not possible, it is said, to think of ovorytbing. Mr. 
Famoll regards this as a very important flaw in tho Act, 
restricting its benefits to a very small class of tenants; and 
thinks that tho presumption of law will be, in the absenco of 
logal oviclonou, that tho improvements were mado in every 
jnstanco by tlio landlords. Tho matter 1 is not, however, so 
very cloar. The principle embodied, in tho Bpecial case of 
fixtures, by tlio maxim Qwirjjuid solo pluntatur, solo cedii, is 
difficult of application to land, whore the issue is a secondary 
or collateral ono—namely, tho fixing of a fair rent between 
two persons admitted to bo pai’t owners of the same plot. 
-Tho Commissioners, who have tho widest discretion, and who 
are to consider * all tho oiruumstancoa of tho caso, holding, 
and district,’ may rule that in a district whore tenants usually 
uiako the improvements, the presumption must bo that the 
particular tenant boforo thorn also made those in quostion. 
Again tlio presumption will work both ways. If the Conunis- 
sionovH rule that tlio claimant, or plaintiff, whether landlord 
or tenant, must produce proof of improvements made by him, 
in order to liavo thorn considered in fixing the fair rent, then 
tlio very largo number' of landlords who, ncoording to Mr, 
Parnell, will bring thoir tonnuts into Court, will be restrained 
by tho rnlo oqually with claimants who are tonants. It is 
just possiblo to contend that tho point is settled by the lucent 
Act. Tho lost words of Suction 57 are 1 Tho Landlord and 
Tonant (Ivolaud) Act, 1870, except in so far as the same is 
expressly ftlborad or varied by this Act, or is inoonsistent thore- 
witli, and this Act, shall bo construed togother as one Act.’ 
There would appear to bo nothing inconsistent with the new 
legislation, so favourablo to tonants, in tho provision referred 
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to in the Act of 1870; and it may ho that tho Commissioners 
will tako that view, and so remove one ground for tho renewal 
of a dangerous agitation. 

Those, then, are tho two principal points to he established 
by the tost cases ; first, the rato of reduction of rents; 
secondly, the principles upon which evidence will bo roqnirod 
and admitted. Tho Longno profess that they have no dosiro 
to select cases merely in order to found grievances upon 
them; that their desire is fairly to tost tho Act. Thoir atti¬ 
tude has, however, on behalf of tho tenants, so far been 
offeotuallv hostile, and tho task of winning tlio immodinto 
confidence of the tenantry has been thus rendered, to tho 
Commission, one of shoer impossibility. It has beon snpposod 
that the Commissioners, in tho exercise of thoir discretion, 
might postpone tho Land Loague test cases to others oou- 
sidered more representative and urgent. But it is probable 
that no favour will be shown. Oases will he ontored, hoard, 
and decided strietly in order of date; and, as tho Land 
Leaguers oro using great diligence, they will probably in 
many districts head the list with their selected cases. These* 
will be takon all over the oonntry, in numbers suflloiont to 
give every tenant tho knowledge of at loast ono caso similar 
to his own, and in his own neighbourhood. Tf tho Courts 
lower rents considerably and generally, the Leaguo will re¬ 
commend tenants to effect arrangements with thoir landlords 
upon the basis of those decisions. Bnt, in any ovont, no 
serious disturbances, such as have boon fearod in somo 
quarters, are expected to ooour during the winter; though 
them may bo a renewal of agitation for a stronger Bill. As a 
rule, it is expected that the tenants will prefer the Sab-Com¬ 
mission to tho Civil Bill Courts, the Judges of winch huvo 
not in all instances tho reputation of being popular in thoir 
districts. 

One significant step has just been taken by tho Leaguo, 
which may have very important roshlts. Two tenants aro to 
ho appointed in eaph district, to assoss the fair rent of 
tho farms in it, in accordance with 1 Hoaly’s Clause,' and 
having striot regard to the necessity of ‘a more improvod 
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mode of living, boiler food, hotter clothing, and bettor' Looses.’ 
Tlic amount is to be registered by tbe local branch of the 
lined Loaguo, and no greator rent is to bo paid. If this plan 
bo universal ly adopted at oneo, it must pavo the -way for 
gen oral dissatisfaction and disappointment with tho decisions 
of tbe Commission, which has no authority whatevor to take 
ibo aspirations of tho tomvntiy after greater comfort, natural 
as they are, into consideration, in settling what is due to the 
landlord. It is, in fact, a most ingonious device forgiving 
every tenant in Ireland tho certainty of a special privato 
grievance, apart from goneral grievances, in which he may 
sympathise to any oxtonfc, against the Land Commission and 
its Courts. ILo will como to regard tho Loagno-registered 
rout as tho ‘ fair ’ one, and to compare it constantly with tho 
inevitably higlior snm fixed by tho Sub-Commissions.' After 
this, tlioroCorc, it may he assnmod that oven though the most 
intelligent Languors foresee, with other men, the ultimate 
success of this boneficont measure, they will loave no stone 
unturned in tho endoovour to find moans or thwarting, hin¬ 
dering, and baffling thoso who havo to administer it. Another 
iustauco of this is tho refusal of tenants to allow tho lmntinn* 

O 

rights exprossly reserved to the landlords by tho Act; a policy 
which has boon endorsod by tho most influential leaders of 
tho Loaguo. Tho effect oon only to ho oxacerbato the soro 
relations bolwaon landlords and tenants, and to sond hunting 
anen to spend their monoy elsewhere than in the country 
wliioh is most in need of it. 

Tho attitude of tho Government during all this turmoil of 
ugitation and intrigue is purely passive. Tho impression 1 
find pr'ovailmg is that a fatal mistake was mode in not re¬ 
leasing all the suspects upou tho passing of the Land Act. 
How it would ho too lato to liborato thorn gracofully. Tbe 
immodiato reloase of all tbe prisoners, although it would bo 
pub down to weakness and alarm, and a desire to conciliate 
tho League, would not, however, affect the present state of 
affairs in any appreciable degroo. On the othor hand, Mr. 
Iforstor seems to lie perfootly aware that tho wisest course is 
to koop the poaoe, and to loave the Land League to be indi- 
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rcctly suppressed by tlie Land Commission. Any intorforonco 
-on his part at this stage would be eagerly welcomed by tho 
League as a moans of discrediting the Courts; and tho nioro 
severe his measures, tho bettor would it bo Tor Mr. Parnell. 
Ho has, therefore, rightly or wrongly, doeided to leave a clear 
Sold to the formidable organisation, which he would fain hope 
has been mortally stricken, and must soon cease from troubling 
Lira. Notwithstanding tho hostile criticisms to which he is 
subjected, he has one important qualification for his ungrateful 
office—he knows his own mind in tho present crisis. Ho has 
a settled policy, and will insist on giving effoct to it. 
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CHAPTER nr. 

raw POLICY OF TUB LANDLORDS. 

llBBLiN : Saturday, October 1, 

Until the beginning of the present crisis the unfortunate- 
owners or land in Ireland have stood up stoutly for then- 
rights, or for the constantly diminishing residue of them. 
But it is strange that, at a moment like this, when the 
numorons forces of the League are working as one man, anck 
making one supreme effort for their destruction, the doomorft 
class should display but a nominal union and an uncertain 
purpose. Half a dozen of them, good men of business and 
dovoted to their order, arc, in feet, just now attempting to do 
the work that should be undertaken by hundreds. But thin 
little band can accomplish little; and by tbo time that the- 
bulk of their class ai-e aroused to the performance of their- 
duty, tbo new Courts will bare decided the test cases; irre¬ 
vocable precedents will baro been finally sei, and the fato 
of landlordism in Ireland virtually determined. 

There are in existence several associations for tho pro¬ 
tection of the landlords’ interests, the most important being- 
tho Property Defence Association, the Irish Land Committee, 
and tbo Emergenoy Committee. Of these, the first hns been 
tho most active, and its operations have been best understood 
and appreciated. It has undertaken, since its formation in 
December last, a variety of dangerous and troublesome busi¬ 
ness, including the service of writs, purchasing of holdings- 
and stock at eviction sales, buying the goods of ‘Boycotted ‘ 
peraons, supplying such personB with sturdy, fearless labourers: 
when the old labourers have fled, affording legal and other 
assistance to tho viotims of the League, saving their crops, and 
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supplying thorn with the nocessarios of life at market prices. 
These duties have heen performed by a brave and capablo 
body of officials ; assisted by labourers (all, by the way, with¬ 
out exception, Protestants and Ulster men), who, taking their 
lives in their hands, havo desorved and recoivod high pay. 
The Association begins by considering applications for aid iu 
council. If a case—purchasing at a sale, for inslauco—is 
taken up, secret, arrangements are made with the police and 
soldiers ; agents go down to the spot, aro mot at the railway 
station by their armed protectors, and return after the busi¬ 
ness is over, usually accompanied by a Oorco and excited mob 
of local Boycottors. Tbo expeditions are snccessful. Yot 
every possiblo obstaclo is thrown hi their way, as may well lu> 
expected, when a small body of armed strangers insult and 
challenge, by their proceedings, a wholo countryside. Tho 
wonder is that so fow lives have been, lost, and so few bones 
broken, in those excursions. Snrpriso is tbo ossonce of tho 
* Defence Association ’ policy. On one occasion an emergency 
man arrived at his station before tho littlo army that was 
marching to meet him, and had to walk a considerable dis¬ 
tance alone, through a furious mob, before ho found tho 
soldiers. Immediately afterwards tho mob quarrel led among 
themselves upon the question oT who were to blame for his 
escape, and many heads wore then and tlioro broken over tho 
discussion. 

Such work has, of course, greatly increased at tho present 
time, aud heavy expenditure has been incurred. About a 
mouth ago some hundred and fifty noblemen and gentlemen 
who aro members of the Association resolved to contribute 
one-lialf per cent, upon their valuations towards tho exponsus; 
hut it is notorious, and a subject of taunt by tho compara¬ 
tively wealthy League, that tbo Association is now, finan¬ 
cially speaking, in very low wator. Whothor English landlords 
contribute f know not, but perhaps they do not porcoivo thoir 
own interests to bo immediately involved. This condition of 
iinpeauuiosity becomes important just now, wkon tbo new Act 
is coming into operation. It is known that the League Lave 
already prepared some three hundred and fifty tost oases, 
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selected iii about equal proportions from ovary Irish county, 
with the view, doubtless, of occupying fclio cause lists for at 
least the opouiug month. How, although both tho Froporty 
Dofonco Association anil tho Laud Committee profess to take 
up, in tho sonso of watching these test casos where it is 
advisable, and ovou to initiato their own, it is remarkable 
that no clear and systematic courso lias boon as yot decided 
upon by either body. Tho Land Committee may he still 
resting, bi’oatldoss, upon its Parliamentary and literary laurels. 
If, as is expected, the Register of the Commission bo opened 
on Monday, if is easy to foresee what chanco of entering test 
cases for spoody hearing remains to tho landlords. Perhaps 
tho explanation of this apparent backwardness is that few 
landlords will venture to tako their tenants into Court, and 
that may bo, for tho present, good policy; but it would only 
apply to tbo initiation, and not to the dofonco, of applications 
under tho Act. Tho coolosl and most experienced landlords 
with whom one inuots are of opinion that tho most pm- 
dout attitude of tlieir class at this junotnro is one of full 
and ready compliance with tho letter and spirit of tho now 
legislation. If this be so, tho wisest oxamplo has been act by 
the Carlow landlords, who liavo recently, under tbo persuasion 
of Mr. Jlmon, M.P., declared their intention to abide loyally 
by tho Act; and the least wise by Lord Month, who writes, in 
somowhat pettish tormH, dally ueolining to assist his tenantry 
as lioroloforo. That let!or lias boon of considerable servieo to 
tho Leaguers, whilst if tho Carlow declaration bo re-echoed in 
the other comities tho ‘ policy of exasperation ’ would bo to 
somo extent checked. 

Many of tho great landlords, however, appear to be com¬ 
paratively indifferent. Such ns have been good landlords 
think that the roducLion of rents will be but small, and thoy 
would willingly lose more For tho sake of peace and order. 
Thoy will, it is oxpoctod, instruct their agents everywhere to 
make statutory agreements as to rout upon tho basis of any 
cases first deoidod by tho Court. But tho smaller landlords, 
numhoi'S of whom expect to bo half ruined, are despondent, 
and apprehensive of tho worst. The prevalent impression 
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expressed by them is that Mr. Parnell will sncceod in making 
the Courts unpopular anil odious, and so in defeating the Act. 
Then anarchy is to come ; a rising in tho winter ; the sootier 
the better, that tho Leagno may he extinguished with it; anil 
so forth. One gontleman of advanced ago told me, with 
trembling voice, how he had offered Mb tenants large reduc¬ 
tions in vain. ' And now,’ he said, ‘ I go about among them, 
and they still touch their hats to me as before, hut they daro 
not pay mo. And I won’t forco thorn, for I don’t wish to ho 
driven away from the old placo.’ Another landlord confessed 
in so many words, that he had advisod a threatened tenant 
to take out his League ticket, ‘ I was safe at night in my 
castle,’ he observed, ‘ but tho poor man had only his thin 
wooden door to protect him.’ There is not to be found in 
Dublin a poraon who does not admit at least tho possibility 
of an outbreak in the event of general dissatisfaction with 
the first decisions of tho Courts; and many, as alroady 
stated, fully expect it. It is improbable, however, for sevoral 
reasons. 

Tho Land Leaguers will not, perhaps, havo it all thoir 
own way before the Sub-Commissions, and may even find 
their daring scheme for blocking and choking tho Courts 
frustrated, at the last moment, by a courageous exercise of 
discretion on tho part of tho Commissioners. This is, of 
course, pure speculation, but many persons think it may 
happen. Pappose, for instance, that a particular Sub-Com¬ 
mission finds on its list ton League oasos, where only small 
reductions are possible ; and at the bottom of tho list a oouplo 
of rack-rented and evicted tenants. Public opinion among 
the shrewd Irish farmers would almost to a certainty 
acquiesce in the last two cases being taken first, and the 
efficiency of the Court’s action would then be at onco manifest. 
The only chance for tho Leagno is to toko up ovory case 
everywhere, which is impossible. They will, nevertheless, 
attempt it. The other day they commenced negotiations 
with some rack-rented tenants who bad boon evioted, with 
a view, no doubt, to keep them back. But another and 
stronger reason for disregarding these fears of an outbreak 
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ia to be found in the character and policy of the loader of 
tho League. Personally, nothing has been more painful to 
Mr. Parnell than the loss of life, or the infliction of bodily 
suffering, in tho course of this long agitation. And it is clear 
that the smallest disturbance which could he magnified into 
an insurrection would bo seized upon its a reason for repres¬ 
sive measures, sovere enough to prevont all agitation of any 
kind and for any object whatever, inoluding, therefore, the 
intendod agitation for that cherished project of every Irish 
loader—Ireland politically iudopeudont, and ruled by a Par¬ 
liament in Dublin. 

Tho landlords’ fears for their rents in the ensuing litigation 
would also seem to he of an exaggerated character. Doubt¬ 
less, it must be borne in mind that the Commissioners will 
sit as Arbitrators, and not as Judges. A Judge, having 
ascertained tho stato of the faots, is bound to apply a positive 
principle of law, unalterably pre-assigned to that state of facts. 
An Arbitrator, on the contrary, may act upon any prinoiple 
lie pleases, varying it according to tho requirements of abstract 
jnstioe, or, as the Act says, ‘ considering all the circumstances 
of tho case, holding, and district.’ Very often, therefore, a 
gentleman who is a landlord may find his income suddenly 
reduced, without, so far as ho eau toll, having deserved it 
by faults committed in that character. It may even bo 
deemed right that the Commissiouers should take the peace 
of the ‘ district ’ into consideration. But no sensible landlord 
can foar that where he has put his money into tho land the 
returns will he handed over to his Lond-Loagning tenant; 
and no reasonable te nan t can expect that if his family have 
paid with easo the samo rout for half a contnry ho will have it 
reduced by half or a third. 

The following viow, therefore, which, is that of many ex¬ 
perienced persons of the landlord class, may bo considered 
well founded. For some period, perhaps oxtending to months, 
tho tenantry may be kept from resorting generally to the 
Courts, and the Commission itself rendered temporarily un¬ 
popular. But gradually the prominent, solid advantages of 
tho Act will bo perceived and grasped hero and there over the 
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country ; agreements 'will be largely entered into in order to 
secure like advantages; and the not result of the agitation 
to the Land Loaguors -will ho the discovery, during tho work¬ 
ing of the Act, of a few ‘ shocking examples ’ of landlordism, 
tit for the illustration of American lectures. 
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CHAPTER IY. 

FEELING IN THE SOUTH. 

Cunx: Monday, October 10. 

Mn. Paiintsll lias reason to bo fairly satisfied with tlio results 
of liis reconfc visits to Cork and Dnngarvan. He is playing a 
gamo of skill, for large stakes, and against licavy odds; and 
it would bo foolish to ignore what is ilio fact—that he is 
playing it with dexterity, coo1iicbs, and courage. The autho¬ 
rity and the very oxistenoo of the Leaguo depend jnst now 
upon tho conduct of its chiefs. Thoy are in Ireland generally 
admitted to hnvo suggested, if not dictated, to a powerful 
Ministry a groat measure of redress and reform. But tho 
very completeness of thoir success is an embarrassment and a 
hindranco to their further Bohomcs; and an enterprising 
brothorhood of young Irishmen is beginning to fear that it 
has, after all, boon outwitted by a crafty old Saxon. The one 
sore grievance of thoir countryman has beon suddenly dono 
away with, before it had boon proporly utilised for what they 
regard as thoir country’s further good. Tho honest farmers 
who have followed wearily for so many years in tho wildemoas 
tho guidonco of their chosen prophets can hardly understand 
why, now that thoy havo beon brought into actual Bight of tho 
promised land, and are gathering eagerly to take the brief 
plungo into litigation, from which they hopo to emerge with 
tho prize of tenant-right in their grasp, they should be storaly 
warned and driven back by tho leaders of tho Leaguo. Omi¬ 
nous murmurs of diseontont havo beon heard, and it was 
therefore necessary at all hazards to prosorve, for future con¬ 
flict, the discipline of tho hoBt which Michael Davitt orga¬ 
nised, and Mr. Parnell directs. It was for this reason that the 
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policy of presenting ‘ test cases ’ was decided upon; whoroby, 
under the colour of an obvious convonionce to the Courts, and 
a saving of expense to the suitors, the power of the former 
and tlio anxiety of the latter might bo appropriated to the 
prestige and service of the League. Some number of inde¬ 
pendent applications, however, were found to have been for¬ 
mulated by farmers in various parts of the country, and it was 
feared that this solfish example might be largely followed. 
It was, moreovor, whispered that, givon a sufficient number 
of independent cases, the Commissioners might, in the in¬ 
terests of fair play, begin at the unconventional end of tho 
■cause list, and so win for themselves popularity in despite 
of tho League. It was clear that something must ho done, 
both to restrain the straggling ranks of tho League, and to 
.impress the Commissioners with a due Bense of tho undi- 
minished power of that organisation ; and, from this point of 
view, nothing could be more effective than demonstrations in 
■great centres of population well, affected to the Leagne. For 
tho bulk of the citizens of sucb towns as Dublin and Cork, 
being opprossod by indigent circumstaucos, and finding littlo 
diversion in the dull mental atmosphere of their obsenro 
slums, may safely be trusted at all times to attend in full 
numbers, and with noisy manifestations of approval and 
■delight, tho progress of ten or twenty bands of music, 
escorting banners of gay device. They will readily make a 
procession an excuse for on extra holiday. But tho simple 
farmers, summoned in from tho oountry to hear an address, 
■or to attend a Convontiou in tho town ohosen, will, without 
reflecting how the mob has been called together, as certainly be 
■ftwod and convinced by tbo spectacle of so many admiring and 
Applauding thousands—and tho awo-sfcrickeu state of mind is 
known in Ireland to he conducive to obedienco and traotabi- 
lity. There can bo no question, however, about the sincerity 
•and fervour of the national feeling which sways the vast crowd 
when assembled. It has been too much the habit to ignore, 
or pass lightly over, in our public prints, any manifesta¬ 
tions of popular feeling iu favour of Irish ideas. Nothing can 
■be moro unfortunate and dangerous for two peoples, ono of 
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■which holds tlio other in subjection, than that the real feel¬ 
ings and aspirations of the governed folk should be concealed 
from their ralors. Suoli demonstrations as thoso at Dublin 
and Cork wore really historical events of the first importance. 
Her Majesty tho Queen never had from her faithful subjects, 
in London itself, a rocoption distinguished by greater unani¬ 
mity, reverence, and affootion than were lavished on the 
great Irishman the other day. One could wish that Select 
Committees of both Houses had been snugly ensconced at the 
two bow windows of the Conservative Club at Cork. 

At tho Sunday meeting, for instance, it was impossible to 
avoid boing deeply impressed by tho enthusiasm that roared 
like a torrent through the streets of Cork. The English 
newspapers, oonfinod to comparatively short telegraphic 
accounts of the day’s proceedings, altogether failod to con¬ 
voy the significance of the sceno. Five city Associations, 
twenty-five trades, and twenty-nine contingents from as many 
country villagos, each with a silken banner hnndsomely 
worked, and nearly all with bands of music, marched past 
Mr, Parnell’s carriage. This procession of trades occupied 
nearly an hour; during which time Mr. Parnell remained 
near tho bridge, bowing to bis passing admirers. The Cor¬ 
poration, with tho exception of tho Mayor, were present in 
stato to receive him ; three hundred yeomon, wearing green 
rosottes, rode aftor him; and from one end of the town to the 
otlior stood dense masses of spectators, brandishing green 
branches and wildly cheering. ■ Every window was filled with 
ladies, many of them more than justifying the reputation of 
tho Cork woraon for bounty, and all waving their handker¬ 
chiefs with os much zeal as that displayed by the mob belbw 
them. On tho stops of one chapel, and in front of it, stood at 
loaat five hundred persons, and the total number of those 
present could not have been less than fifty or Bixty thousand, 
Tho meeting in the Park was less numerously attended, for 
by the timo it was hold it was growing dark, and most of the 
country peoplo had to catch the early trains, or to start on 
their long car-drives homo. 

The guests at the banquet amounted to about a hundred 
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and sixty, and tho long corridors of tlio Victoria Hotel wore 
lined oil both sides ■with ladies and gentlemon as Mr. l’amoll 
was conductod to liis rooms. The crowd was very donso 
throughout the evening, lmt it was from first to last well 
behaved, good humourod, and orderly, and no policeman or 
soldier came oat on daty during the entiro day. The most 
striking feature in tlio proceedings was, liowovor, the cninploto 
organisation and marshalling of so many different olements in 
the procession. Much of the warmth of wolcomo ovinced by 
tlio populace was no doubt due to tho prosonco of leather 
fSheeliy, who had been providently invitod to accompany Mr. 
Parnell. Tho Path or, a man of slight figure, with a pinched 
face, ruddy of complexion, and with dark, piorcing eyes, 
more than divided the honours with his leader; and his 
speech, fall of fiery, passionate eloquence, received the loudest 
applause of all from the mob. His angry denunciations of 
English rule, however, liko those of Mr. Eedpath, were con¬ 
sidered unwise and even deplorable by tho great body of tho 
middle-class Leaguers; and as for Mr. Redpatli, whether bo 
snuffled out sickly sentimentalism or ventod bar-room bluster, 
the greater part of bis audionco romainod coldly critical. 

The reception at Dungarvan was of course on a smallor 
scalo; but it was in its way as remarkable as that at Cork. 
Tho town contains about seven thousand inhabitants, but has 
little trade. One after anothor of its industries has died out; 
yet it remains a kind of market and store place for the sur¬ 
rounding agricultural districts of the county of "Watorford. 
A Convention of delegates from the fifteen branches of tho 
Land League in tho county was summoned for tho afternoon. 
In the morning Mr. Parnell arrived by trail), and was con¬ 
ducted round the entire cirouit of the streets, with oboering 
and repicing, as at Cork. About a hundred of what tboy 
call the League ‘ cavalry * rode in. the procession, which finally 
halted in the market-place and gathered itself about a hugo 
platform. , About three thousand persons, consisting largely 
of agricultural labourers, stood there to hear tho addresses. 
The sun shono brightly over the restless throng, falling con¬ 
spicuously on the scarlet hoods of tho rustio matrons who 
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had assomblod io soo what -was going on, and revealing strips 
of greon ribbon on the bats and throats and breasts of tboir 
husbands, sons, and brotbors. It was remarkable that 
kero, as at Cork and in tbo country districts, tho peasantry 
carried no sticks. Tbo Englishman's notion that no Irish¬ 
man stirs abroad without his shillelagh would seem to bo, 
in this part of Ireland at least, without foundation. Tho 
speeches made to tlia crowd were principally addressed to 
tho all-absorbing labourers' question, and tho hit of tho 
occasion was made by Mr. Hoaly, in advising tbe tenants to 
pay thoir labourers increased wagos, not out of their own 
pockets, but out of tho landlords’ rents. Loud oheors followed 
this modost suggestion, sent up not only by tho farm worker’s 
prosont, bub by thoi r employers. This question of the labourers 
will give tho Laud League much trouble. On tho ono hand, 
tho labourors aro every day becoming more and more pressing 
in their domantls, and if, as I hoar is true, ilio Hoard of Works 
hns doeulcd not to lond money to occupiers, under Section 31, 
for building labourers’ cottages, unless they aro leaseholders, 
tlio matter may becomo immediately soriouB. Tho explanation 
of this report, howevor, probably is that tho Hoard have 
required tho tenants applying first to provide themselves with 
statutory terms. Now it is notorious tliat the Irish tenant- 
farmers aro a close-fisted raco, and tliat tboy havo been accus- 
tomod too ofton. to treat their labourers without considera¬ 
tion, and hardly with humanity. The League will therefore 
havo much difficulty iu persuading their tenant followers to 
giro up land for tho labourer, receiving from him no more 
than tho rent paid by themselves for it. Tho labourers who, 
including thoso possessed of small holdings, probably amount 
to about fivo hundred thousand, have already begun to com¬ 
bine; and a Labourer’ League will probably bo shortly 
establislied. 

After the open-air mooting oamo the Convention of dele¬ 
gates. Here various cases wero stated which the local 
branches wished chosen as test cases. In one instance, the 
representative of a branch was soundly rated by Mr. Parnell 
before the mooting for having demanded the costs incurred by 
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a tenant member who had paid his ront at the last moment, 
to escape eviction. The President said that the tenant ‘ might 
as well have yielded first as last,’ and refused the application 
with soma show of indignation. Here, as in many parts of the 
two counties of Cork and Waterford, was remarked the great 
desire that each tenant bad to get his own case made a tost 
case, and thus to enjoy the glory and excitomcnt, of a law¬ 
suit without risk of expense. Instant obedienco, however, is 
shown by members of the League to the orders of their 
superiors on this or any other point which has to bo settled. 
In the evening there was a banquet at the Town Hall; when, 
as no labourers were presont, and many shopkeepers wore, 
Mr. Parnell confined himself chiefly to stating the great 
things which the League was to do for Irish trade. Hoedless 
to say, this part of his address was warmly applauded, as 
was also a reference to Michael Davitt. It was noticeable 
here, as all over the country, that whereas any mention of 
the ‘ suspects ’ generally was little attonded to, the namo of 
Michaol Davitt was fervently applauded. Ho ono of the 
provincial Leaguers and tenants to he met with in tlio South 
ever refers to the incarceration of the ‘ suspects ’ as a 
grievance; and the reason, perhaps, is that it is known that 
the prisoners, most of them taken, from a humble rank in 
life, are well nourished and looked after. Bnt thero can he 
no doubt about the keen and general interest felt by the 
Munster men in Davitt’s fate. 1 

The decorations at Dnngarvan were numerous and elogant. 
Plags ran. over the ships, drooped from the windows, and 
wore suspended across every street; evergreens oovered the 
walls. At night every house, exoept five, was illuminated, 
the avorage number of candlos to each house being about 
fifty, costing a penny a-piece. With respect to the fivo, a 
priest at the dinner expressed his surprise that.the occupiers 
of them had not been Boycotted; bnt this sentiment was 
received with sounds of disapproval from many of the guests. 

1 Sir, O'Donnell, 51J?., afterwards delivered an oration of remarkable 
eloquence, in which ho passionately recalled the fabled glories of the as yot 
unconquered Irish race, while Sir. Parnell sat coldly smiling. 
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The police, however, who at Don gar van arc on oxeollent 
terms with Hie people, kept near tlio nusympathetic and nn- 
illnminatcd windows until the crowd dispersed. This did not 
happen until after much praotioo by the local band, before a 
largo audience, following the musicians through the streots. 
The Land League owe very much to tlio inllnonco of then 1 
musicians. Whenever a new branch is to bo formed, the first 
thing done is to provido it with a large dram; and a powerful 
momber is forthwith instructed in tho use of it. Other in¬ 
struments ore addod at intervals as tho funds will allow; and 
thus, by means of brass and vellum, a great quantity of 
patriotic frenzy finds harmless vent and expression. 
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CHAPTER V. 

TEE ‘TEST CASES: 

Cork: Tuesday, October It. 

So mucTi attention is being paid to tbo eoni'so adopted by 
tbo Lund League of selecting tost cases to go boforo tlio 
Commission, and so mieiisy 1ms the public mind become upon 
fclio subject, tliat tbo facts relating to a few of these canon 
cannot bo nllngether without interost for English readers. 
One evening last week, Mr. Iloaly, the Law Adviser of tbo 
League, set out from Cork for the purpono of investigating 
tlio statements put forward by the bronchos of the Lcagnc on 
the north-eastern boundary of tlio county, and I accompanied 
him. The third member of the party was a yonng French¬ 
man, travelling in Ireland for his own improvement, and 
meditating ihe instruction of his countmuon in Iho pages of 
a well-known Iteviow. The district wo had to visit wus the 
notorious fi alive estate, near Mitchclstown; and to reach it 
we took tickets oil tho first evening for Portnoy, tlio railway 
town nearest to our destination, intending to strike north¬ 
wards by car on the following morning. As wo waited at 
Mallow, on the way, wo little thought that at tho distance of 
a fow miles an armed band wore roaming about, bolding 
pistuls to women's breasts, threatening all who should venture 
to pay rent, and in the end wantonly murdering, in the 
darkness, without provocation or offcnco of any kind, an 
honest young follow, tho son of ono of its own leaders. This 
atrocity, which has excited the utmost disgust and indignation 
in Cork, «onld not be accounted for by tho hostility of tlio 
people to the opponents of the League. Tho victim, and 
most of liis assailants, had been present rojoicing, side by 
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side, at Mr. Parnell's triumphant entry into Cork on tho 
previous diiv; nn<l the deop impression proilneed by tho 
domouslration of Sunday boa ])oon already, to a considerable 
extent, noutrulisud by this souroIosh orime. Unconscious of 
all this, wo woro carried on to Formoy, a protty little tovm of 
ten thousand inhabitants, and tho headquarters of two or 
threo regiments. In a vory short time tho news of Mr. 
Healy’s arrival had spread. Although most of the towns¬ 
people had gono to bed, a largo contingent brought tar-barrels 
before tho hotel, aud a tierce bonfire soon blazod, ten or twolve 
foot high; round about which, to tho groat delight of tho 
young Frenchman, tho crowd danced, raising shrill whoops 
and hurrahs. Mr. Ilealy discroetly slipped away to husinoss, 
thus avoiding a spoooli from tho window, and after an hour or 
two tho crowd quietly disporsud. 

Next morning, soon aftor nine, wo ascended a car, and 
drovo away along tho Mitohelstown road. It was tho finest 
day of an Indian summer, and tho bright morning rays 
brought out the fall beauty of a succession of charming land¬ 
scapes, changing with each turn in tho rood, but all ovoi’- 
topped by tho purple masses of tho distant Galteo Mountains. 
At MitchciLstown wo were joined by tho local Rocrotary of the 
Laud League, and by Mr. Cosoy, tho famous 1 Galteo Hoy,’ 
whoso prosocutiou in LS77 for libel, at tho suit of Mr. Bridge, 
tho agent of Mr. Buckloy, owner of tho Galteo ostato, will bo 
roniomborod. Mr. Bridge's life had boon twice attempted, 
and Mr. Oascy boldly attributed thoso crimes to tho agent’s 
alleged harshness towards tho tenants. Mr. Casey, who was 
dofondod with groat eloquonco by the late Mr. Bnlt, was 
acquitted on two counts of tho information, and on tho 
remaining charges tho jury, nnublo to ngreo, wore discharged, 
Tho first visit wo paid was to a tenant, said to bo tho most 
prosperous on this estate, upon wliioh tho oyo of the irre¬ 
pressible Cosoy, in spite of all tho little difficulties he has 
experienced at tho hands of tho law, still rests vigilantly. I 
will call tho tenant A. B., as it would not bo fair to men¬ 
tion the names of those who gave mo information. Ho 
was described as a man of excellent character. He had 
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succeeded, in gotfcing for wife a Limeriok woman, with a 
‘ fortune,’ which fortune was bestowed forthwith, upon one of 
liis brothers, to start him also in a farm. Another brother 
had gone to America, and sent homo regularly something 
towards the rent. A third brother lived with A. B. as a labourer, 
and our French companion was greatly shocked and concerned 
when ho was informed that this third brothor was condemned, 
by local custom and opinion, to perpetual celibacy; there 
being no ‘fortune’ loft wherewith to start him in life also. 1 
A. B. and his brothor wore framed on a great scalo, liko most 
of the Tipperary men. They both stood well over bi's: feet 
high, and had handsomo faces and clear blue eyes. But, iu 
common with all tho small tonants in this neighbourhood, at 
the base of tho Gal tecs and on their barren slopes, they were 
gaunt and fleshless ; their cheeks wore palo and thoir aspoct 
sullen. The wife was a buxom, cheerful, hoalthy-looking 
woman, with four childron ranning after her everywhere. It 
was the potato harvest, and two men, hired to help, were 
seated with the family at the kitchen table, on which was 
piled a huge heap of smoking ‘ champions,’ with two pitchors 
of batter-milk. A. B.’s great-grandfather had reclaimed his 
thirty-seven acres, with the help of his sons, from the lioalli, 
and substantial buildings had been erected at different times by 
his descendants. The G overumont valuation for tho farm thus 
laid oat was lfll., hut the old rent of 131. oontinnod to ho paid 
until o former agent raised it to 201. After some timo another 
agent required 311., but upon A. B.’s earnest remonstranco 
consented to take 271,, tho present vent, on condition that tho 
tenant accepted a long lease. Thus A. B. would be paying 
about 42 per cent, over the valuation for improvements made 
by himself and his ‘predecessors in title.’ Tho land was 
devoted partly to growing pofcatoos, and partly to pasture. 
After hearing thus far, Mr. Ilenly dooided not to take this as 
a test case, os tho rent was moro than 20 per cent, above tho 

1 Hr. Casey lias latoly sent me a lettor in which ho states that this 
* third brother,’ impressed by the contemplation of the fate foretold for 
him, has rowed shortly to be wed; and, further, to atlvertiso his wedding 
in the SiundarJ. 
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valuation; but lie took pains to explain to tlie anxious farmer 
that, whether the case was made a test one or not, the rent 
was certain to be lowerod. 

T may hero explain that the League profess not to object 
to cases of high rack-renting being takon into Court. But 
they contond that there is no uecd for them to take up and 
bring forward such cases, while largo numbers of tonauts, 
paying hut little over Griffith’s valuation, can, in thoir 
opinion, extract hardly enough to pay tho rent, living, more¬ 
over, in such a way that tho Court, considering their pitiful 
case, ought to lower the rents much below that valuation. 
They divide the different cases of hardship into five classes; 
and it is proposed to bring beforo the Commission cases from 
each olass, rigidly excluding those, like that of A. B., which I 
haro now described, where the rout is very much over tho 
valuation. Tho divisions into which tho ‘ test cases ’ fall 
aro:— 

1. Cases where tho rout is not more than 20 per cent, over 
tho valuation, but is yet thought to he too hard upon tho 
tenant. 

2. Coses of pore reclamation by tenants, without special 
reference to tho amount of rent, but whom a claim is made 
in order to establish principles of decision in such cases. 

.3. Cases where what aro considered unjust leases have 
been forced upon tenants from year to year since 1870, pro¬ 
ceeding audor Section 21 of the Act of 1881. 

4. Cases whoro tenants have been evicted, for non-payment 
of rent, since Fob. 22, 1881. 

0. Cases of ovicted tenants whose holdings were sold and 
convoyed before tho passing of the Act. 

In order to obtain a case coming under one of these 
classes we climbed up to the dwellings of some tenants higher 
up the monulain-sido. The huts there are perhaps the most 
ropulsivo shelters for humanity that have survived the bar¬ 
barous age in Europe. The floor’s aro simply damp earth, 
and through holes in tho battered thatch orawl starving cats 
in the vain quest for food. The people subsist on potatoes 
and Indian meal, with sometimes a little buttermilk; meat 

n 
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they oat once a year, as a Christmas dainty. 0. D. (again 
for obvious reasons the actual name is withheld), ono of tlieso 
tenants, held five acres, at a rental of three pounds. Ho 
had a face even palor than that of A. B,, and his oyos, doop- 
sunkon in swarthy orbits, glared fearfully upon us. It is 
remarkable, and it suggests curious reflections, that tlio 
women and children aro not white and onmeiated, like tho 
men. At 0. D.’s door, for example, loungod two of his ton 
children, handsome, blnsking girls, with baro foot, oacli tlio 
picture of honlth and modesty. Tho explanation probably is, 
that the poor starchy food which is sufficient to nourish tho 
comparatively inaotive bodies of tho women and children, 
cannot mako up for tho muscular wasto in tho systems of 
hard-working male labourers. C. D. and his fathor had won 
their little patch from the fnrzy heath that ran by tho sido of 
it, on which huge stones still lay thickly strown. They had 
enclosed, and dng, and carried up baskets of earth upon thoir 
backs to mako soil upon tho barren rooks, until at last tho 
little shanty was erected, the simple fumitnro procured, and 
tho family established. The son folt koenly that ho should bo 
retjuirod to pay a tax in the shape of raisod rent upon tho 
results of their united energy and enterprise; and bo com- 
polled to maintain a very bad road whioh wus out boside bis 
plot. But bis ront also was much more than 20 per cent, 
above the valuation, and it was not therefore nocossary that 
his should ho made a tost case. 

We now sped along tho road to Ballyboi’oen, and nftor 
half an hour's drive pulled up at the door of the Bov. Hr. 
Dolany, the parish priest. This gentleman lias under liis enro, 
in liis immense parish, the majority of the poor tonants on tho 
Hal tee estate; and he told us that he did not know of a tenant 
in tho neighbourhood who was both a tenant from year to 
year and did not pay mom than 20 per cont, over the valua¬ 
tion—so again our mission in selecting a ‘ tost case ’ was 
baulked. While waiting at the Doctor’s to enjoy somo light 
refreshment tho local land assembled, and executed an occa¬ 
sional irregular strain of welcomo to Mr. Healy, half drowned 
by the oheering of the mob. These ready musical honours 
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aro ijvofforeci in Ireland to distinguished visitors, where Eng¬ 
lishmen wonld'think a solomn address and reply the oorreot 
eoromony. We drove, attonded hy the umsicians, to the house 
of a widow woman hard by, who farmed about fifty acres, part 
nndov lease, part as tenant from yoar to year, and who was 
said to be straggling hard with a rent very much over Griffith’s 
osLiniato. Bnt the widow was enable to afford any exact in¬ 
formation. She oonld not tell what proportion of the valuation 
applied to tho leased land, and what to tho remainder. All she 
know was that her husband and his fathor had gradually im¬ 
proved tho land from barronness into comparative fortuity; 
and alio oonld hardly understand what Mr. Hcaly meant hy 
asking about the required proofs. Wore there any old persons 
omployed by her or living in tho neighbourhood who oonld tes¬ 
tify to tho tonant having made tho improvements, and orectod 
tho buildings which were visible around ns ? She did not 
remombor any. ‘No,’ said a bystander’, gravely, ‘tho pooplo 
hero all die early.’ In answer to another question, it appeared 
that the small shopkeepers, who sold nails, and hinges, and 
otliov apparatus used in building outhouses, pigsties, &c., did 
nob keop books. Tho widow had no written record of these 
alleged improvements having boon mado, and it was obvious 
that if tho Sub-Commission should require her strictly to prove 
them, she would lose the case. We bad therefore to turn 
away again. Affcor some further searoh, it being clear that no 
casos of the desired description could be here obtained, it was 
finally decided by the emissary of the Leagne to take two 
of nlloged rack-renting, and prepare thorn for ontry. I wonld 
call particular attention to this fact, beoauso, in confirmation 
of what has boon previously stated, it shows that tho League 
cannot, if they would, prevont cases of rack-routing from 
coming boforo the Commission, or hinder the administrators 
of tho Act from establishing the remedial and beneficial cha¬ 
racter of tho now legislation. Mr. Healy might have been 
desirous to koop those two cases out of Court, or not; bnt 
my point is tliat ho oonld not help himself. Bound about 
him stood tho anxious friends of these unfortunate tenants, 
and tho intelligent ofllcors of tho local branches of the League. 

D 2 
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Jf cases wore not takcm, the tenants would continue to suffer ; 
aud they knew they need not continue to suffer, for every man 
in the district had bought a copy of the circular sent out by 
tlio Commission, explaining the benefits conferred by the Act 
on the husbandmen of Ireland. Mr. Healy, therefore, yielded 
to the inevitable ; and here, accordingly, as in otlior parts 
of Ireland, the Act will, after all, have the fair trial claimod 
for it. 

I am rapidly coming to the conclusion that the leadors of 
the League will find that they have carried this doctrine of 
testing the Act too far. Time after timo I havo seen a sharp 
farmor's fiico cloud over doubtfully when ho has been told 
that ho should abstain from going into Court until tost oases, 
not affecting in any way the principle upon wkiok liis own 
must ho decided, have been heard. Such a man says in his 
heart, ‘How can it be better for any other tenant that I 
should go on paying a high rent when I neod not do so ? ’ 
The Leagno, it is true, advise him, further, to keep the rent 
in his pocket until the test cases are decided. Now, it is 
certainly improbable that tho farmor can lose much in any 
event. Whether ho pay down or wait until ho ho forcod to 
pay, thore is no fear that the Land Act will be ropoalcd. But 
tho final determination of the tost eases would take two or 
three mouths or more. And is it not possible tliat if, in tho 
mean timo, rents he withhold, and such ruffians as tho mur¬ 
derers of Leary infest tho country, the cry for coercion, which 
oven now swells louder day by day, may force tho Govern¬ 
ment to suppress the League—in other words, to declare all 
meotings and combinations for carrying out tho programme 
of the League illegal, and to prevent them P 1 If Mr, Parnell 
and his coadjutors should succeed in bringing about such 
relations between landlords and tenants as would compel the 
Executive to stamp out the League, it needs hut little obser¬ 
vation of the agricultural classes to disoover that, oftor a littlo 
sulkiness, overy rack-rented farmer in Ireland would accept 
relief as provided by the Land Act. It may thoreforo bo 


1 Sir. Parnell was arrested two days after this was written. 
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taken for granted that the power of the League is already 
proved to be inadequate to the task of defeating tko Act. 

The following are the particulars of a tost case solectod 
by Mr. Hoaly in my presence ; and I give it os an example 
of ft long sorics of improvements made by the tenant and his 
‘ predecessors in title,’ and where tho rent is not more than 
20 per cent, over Griffith’s valuation :— 


£ >. (T. 


80 porches of fences built, ut 4s. per perch . , 

. 18 

0 

0 

200 porches of fonces levelled, ufc 2s. per perch 

. 28 

0 

O 

13 acres drained atid reclaimed, at 12/. per acre . 

. 166 

0 

0 

10 acres of waste reclaimed and fenced, at 5/. per aero . 

. 60 

0 

0 

60 porchos of river filled in, at 10s. per perch . , 

. 28 

0 

0 

60 perches of new river-bed opened, at 2s. per perch . 

. 6 

0 

ir 

80 loads of sand overy year for 60 years, at 2s. per load 

. 300 

0 

O 

Dwelling-house improved 

. 40 

0 

0 

Outhouses built .. 

. 80 

0 

0 

Work on labourers' houses 

. 12 

0 

a 


A710 

0 

i) 

Allowed by Landlord , . , 

. 48 

0 

0 


A'I)U4 

0 

0 


The farm in question is situate in tho County of Cork, but I 
have promised to give no farther particulars whereby tbo spot 
may be identified. Aftor somo conversation with the claimant, 
however, I came to the conclusion that he was a shrewd 
and cautious man. His statement was that his grandfather 
had takon a lease of tho farm, which consisted of 58$ aores, at. 
a ront of SOL 16s. 10<2. An unofficial valuation made it 
worth 22?., but Griffith’s valuation was 26?. 5s. A groat 
proportion of the holding was stubborn waste, flooded in 
parts; but it was provided with a dwelling-bouso of an 
inferior description. As soon as the lenso was signed recla¬ 
mation was undertaken, and at the present time the farm 
pays fairly well. The improvements effected were mainly 
building, draining, fencing, tho application of sand, the 
diverting of a small river, &o. Tho tenant, it will bo seen, 
asserts that these improvements, extending over fifty years, 
have cost no less a sum than GG1L after allowing for sums. 
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amountiug to 46Z., contributed during that period by his land¬ 
lord. The value of the improvements, however, has 
obviously boon greatly exaggerated. The statement will 
doubtless be cut down and remodelled when it gets into tho 
hands of the solicitor appointed by the League. I may 
observe, with respect to the fourth olass of test caaos 
determined upon by tho League—namely, of persons evicted 
for non-payment of rent since February 22 last, and whose 
period of redemption had not thoroforo expired when the Act 
camo into operation on August 22 last—that the Commis¬ 
sion havo resolved to givo full offeob to Section CO of tho Act, 
making an application to them at their first sitting equivalent 
to an application made on the day when the Act came into 
force. Tho Commission itsolf intends to have one long sitting 
of a week in Lublin, nominally continuous, and before any of 
tbe Snb-Commissions sit, in order that no tenant of tho class 
alluded to may Suffer. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Mil. PARNELL IN PRISON. 

Dublin' : Saturday, October J5. 

On Thursday morning, the 13th, at Morrison’s Hotel, in 
Dawson Street, Mr. Parnell was arrested, taken away and 
safely lodged in Kilmumham Prison, beforo the citizens of 
Dublin wore fairly nwuko. There was no disturbance in the 
streets, for no ono knew why the four-wheel cabs waited so 
long beforo the hotel; and it was not until somo constables 
added themselves to the procession that suspicion began to bo 
excitod. Tho captive himself strictly enjoined secresy upon 
the sorvants of the hotel, as if he had known of the bodies of 
troops hold ready to inarch, and of tho cannon in the Castlc- 
ynrd. 

I had on interview with Mr. Parnell in Kilmainham Gaol 
yosterday, but was prevented from sending by wire an account 
of ray visit owing to tho interruption of the tolographio sonice 
by tho storm. I drovo oorly to tho famous prison, which is a 
largo castellated pile of grey stone, standing woll ont of the 
city, some two miles to the west. Onco ont of tho streols, thoro 
were not to bo met a dozou person^ oxclnsivo of bare-legged 
littlo boys, during the drive. I had to wait in tho guard-room 
for a few minutes until some visitors already admitted had 
boon dismissed, and these presently appeared in the persons 
of Mr. Arthur O’Connor, M.P., and Mr. O’Kelly, M.P., 
the face of the latter wealing an expression of unwonted 
concern. In all probability tbeir quiok-witted chief had 
warned them that they would be immediately arrested. 
Mr. O’Kelly was, in fact, brought back to Kilmainham, n few 
hours lator, os a prisoner; but Mr. O’Oonnor escaped, by 
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Bel fust, to England. Somo delay ensnod, there being it seems 
a rule limiting tho number of visitors to two daily, but at Mr. 
Parnell’s request an exception was made in my favour, and it 
is possible therefore to record somo views and opinions of tho 
imprisoned lcador of tho Leaguo at this crisis which may ho 
worthy of attention. A good-humoured warder, bearing his 
keys of office, and an anxious-looking official looking like a 
secretary or under-secretary of the Governor, were preaeut 
during tho interview, hut hohaved with tho fullost respoct and 
consideration towards tho prisoner. Mr. Parnell was deadly 
pale. He was, as usual, carefully drossod, and wore a small 
round smoking-cap. He appeared to he cheerful, and through¬ 
out the interview abstained from any expression of hostility 
or resentment against tho Govommout, or any membor of it. 
What struck me most in his manner was an appearance of 
quiet satisfaction, sometimes passing into a triumphant smile, 
which was unmistakably natural and real. 

The room into which ho was removed yestorday is that 
lately ocoupied by Father Sheehy, and is the warmest aud 
largest at the Governor’s disposal. The ladies of tho Land 
League and others have filled it -with books and bright- 
coloured furniture, so that there is nothing to suggest the 
gloomy oell aud clunking chains in which tho American illus¬ 
trated journals were pleased to represent the fragile form of 
tho imprisoned priest. A bright fire was burning in. tho 
old-fashioned fireplace, oncl before this we sat. Mr. Parnell 
said that he had expected, evor since reading tho Premier’s 
speech at Leeds, to he arrestod, aud that he had reooivod 
certain intelligence of the determination of tho Cabinet on 
Wednesday evoning last. He had not attempted to evade cap¬ 
ture, os he was aware that it would havo been almost impossible. 
I mentioned to him the excitement of the old retainers at 
Morrison's Hotel, who knew his peoplo woll, and some of 
whom had carried him into the hotel when a boy in their 
arms. ‘ Yes,’ ho replied, smiling, ‘ somebody proposed that I 
should get out of the hack window, but I declined, as I knew 
the approaches were watched.' He said that Superintendent 
Mallon hod behaved with all possible politenoss. Although 
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troubled vritli a slight cold, ho had in no way suffered from 
his imprisonment so far, but he anticipated that any long- 
continued imprisonment must have a very prejudicial effect 
upon one of his lively constitution and active habits. Ho 
thought it probablo that ho would be kept pi’isoncr for somo 
considerable period. The arrost, or, as he preferred to describe 
it, tho return to tho policy of coorcion, was, be thought, due 
to the misinformation of tho Government, who were nndcr tho 
impression that tho Loaguo would prevent tenants with really 
good cases from going before tho Court. On the contrary, ho 
said, the League had taken np great numbers of cases of overy 
description all over the country, and his only object had been 
to prevent tho farmers from indulging in needless litigation 
when, by watching tho decision of similar test cases, thoy 
would be able to judge of the views of tho Court about their 
own cases, and make agreements accordingly. Ho affirmed 
that ho had not committed the offences named in tho warrants, 
and denied the legality of those documents. 

‘ I defy Lhem,’ exclaimed Mr. Pamoll, 1 to show ono speech 
of mine made within the Dublin distriot, the district named in 
the warrants, in which I have given such advice to tenants. 1 
I beliovo that Mr. Gladstone, by rotuming to this coercion 
policy, has seriously injured the prospects of his Act. The 
tenants will not after this go into Coni't so freely as bofaro. 
And if thoy go, there arc, aftor all, groat defects in the Act. 
"We have solcoted cases of rack-rented tenants—for instance, 
we have taken ono caso from the Galtoe oslatc—but we are 
very apprehensive about the way in which the Commissions, 
will administer tho Act, under Healy’s Clause, in the cases of 
tenants whose reclamations have been effected during the last 
thirty yoars or so. Again, I do not boliove that more than 
about ton thousand of tho Irish leaseholders will recoivo any 
benefit, and in short, perhaps, one-half of the tenant-farmers 
of Ireland have nothing to oxpect from the Aofc. I don’tknow 
for eortain who will be tho leader of the party now, but I 
should think it will be John Dillon. It is possible that they 

1 Mr. Parnell was sliorlly afterwards served with a second warrant 
charging him with being reasonably suspected of treasonable practices. 
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may arrest him, however, as they have arrested Mr. Quinn, 
tho Assistant Secretary of the League, this morning, and 
intend, I am told, to arrest Sexton and others. Dillon is moro 
advanced than I am, and 1 havo not hitherto held his viowa in 
full, hut if the Government should suppress tho Loaguo, as is 
rumoured, I should in that case feel it my duty to adviso tho 
farmers to pay no rent whatover, I told you a week boforo 1 
was arrested that even if the Government seized mo tlioro 
would he no fear of disturbances, and I am still of that opinion. 
Ono effect of the courso taken by tho Government will be that 
every Irish voter in England will vote against them for tho 
future. If I am released in time to attend the next Session of 
Parliament I shall support, and oven, if possible, extend and 
improve, the Bill laloly determined upon by tho Farmers’ 
Alliance for England. But, in the meantime, I shall practise 
in gaol carpentering, or some occupation of that kind, I 
was always rather inclined to meohauical operations for relaxa¬ 
tion. Thanks to the Ladies’ Land Loagno, I am, as you see, 
well supplied with hooks; hut I have not as yet come to tho 
determination to write any work.’ 

Here tho warder announced that it was time to leave. 
At the samo moment a janitor ontered with a snow-white 
tablecloth for dinner, and I took lcavo of Mr. TamoH.' 

1 Ic was uot until after the publication of this luttor that ordors woro 
given to refusu newspaper correspondents permission to see Air. Parnell. 
I slionld mention that before speaking to Mr. Parnell npou political sub¬ 
jects, 1 distinctly asked if there was any rule against conversing upon thesn, 
and the prison officials nmdo no reply. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

THE ARREARS. 

Dublin : Tuesday, Oclobor 18. 

Niuut after night, of late, tbo Dublin mob has riotod in tho 
principal stroots, assaulting tho police, throwing Btones, shout¬ 
ing, and othorwiso misbehaving thorn solves, until long after 
midnight. By way of showing thoir displeasuro at the arrest 
of tho Longue londors thoy have smashed thousands of pounds 
worth of gluss in and about Sackvillo Street. The police them¬ 
selves wore very violent and careless in tbo repression of 
these disturbances. Many of the rioters, however, wore moro 
youths, aud tho crowds gonorally struck me, when I mingled 
•with them, as rathor merry than angry. 

So hold and significant a step os the arrest of the ohiofs of 
the Land Loaguo movement would hardly have been resolved 
upon at tho present momont but for some overwhelming 
necessity, clearly apparent to the Government. The time 
chosen seemed, at first sight, strangely inopportune. The 
Land Commission had published a nolioe, in simple and 
inviting tonus, pointing out tho advantages of the Act. This 
notice,' which has boon obtained by nearly every one of tho 
tenant-farmers, was virtually a refutation of the attacks mode 
by tho Land League orators upon, the Aot, and it had dona 
much to oxposo and defeat tho Longue policy, in so far as it 
was hostile to tho now Courts. Sub-Commissions had boon 
appointed, and assigned their districts; and tho Rnlos and 
forms—whiob hod been settled, thanks'to the vigilance of Mr. 
Pot troll, the Land Court Solicitor, so as to he understood 
easily, and with difficulty abused—‘had been widely circulated. 
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The Commission had in several instances, to 'which I have 
alluded in former letters, shown an anxious desiro to 
consult the convenience, and even to court the confidence, of 
its intending suitors; and the continuous sitting of a wcok 
or more, devised for the purpose of giving the most distant 
and belated litigant an opportunity of making nrgont applica¬ 
tion, under Section HO of the Aot, at tho first sitting of the 
Oonrt, had been fixed to begin on Thursday next. Numbers 
of notioes from all parts of the coantry had boon sent in, and 
the flow of business donblod daily in volume. Tlion, just a 
week before the sitting, Mr. Parnell, tho loader of the class 
for whoso benefit the Court was constituted, was suddenly 
hurried into confinement, along with tho moro pimninent 
of his lieutenants, tho reason alleged for his arrest being tho 
attitudo ho had taken up with respect to the Commission. 
In other words, tho Government found it nocessary to protect 
at its very inception the action of the Coart. I am ijuite 
aware that large numbers of Irishmon, including, by tho 
way, a fow of those who have Bwolled Mr. Parnell’s recent 
triumphal processions, are doeply thankful for those arrests. 
But with far greator approach to unanimity is tho opinion 
oppressed by tho friends of the landlords, that the Government 
should have displayed at least an earnest of all this vigour in 
good time. 

If tho new law, say they—that remarkable and unprece¬ 
dented device for conciliating a discontented, subjoct race— 
was really in serious danger from the operations of thoLoaguo, 
how criminal was tho neglect that suffered those oporatious 
so long to go on unimpeded! . Whore was the statesman¬ 
ship, or foresight, or common sonse in looking frowningly 
on while Mr. Parnell busily organised the creation of ITichaol 
Davitt, week by week, and month by month, to suoh per¬ 
fection that, with him or without him, in publio or in secret, 
it is now able to work out his purpose as meohauically as 
if it were a wound-up clookp Tho Convention Imd heon 
held, its resolutions, by countless speeches, and on all possible 
occasions, had been enforced on tho popular' mind; all dis¬ 
coverable objections to tho Act had been urged, and the last 
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‘ test case’ had been selected. Then, and not till then, whon 
the work of tlio Land League ohiefe was done, when tbo 
country, in spito of them, nauseated ■with so much, excitement, 
was turning towards tbo Court, and Mr. Parnell himself would 
shortly have become de trap, his popularity is revived, his im¬ 
portance confossod, and his power for the futuro absolutely 
ensured by his imprisonment. Now, theso complaints, which 
aro very gonorally made here, aro not a littlo unreasonable. 
I havo discussed the arrests with vory many porsons, from 
landlords of tlio highest rank downwards, and heard all the 
reasons suggested for the unexpected onslaught of tho Govern¬ 
ment npon the League. Tho general belief seems to he that 
Kuglish public opinion had at last roused tho Ministry. 
Another prevalent opinion is that Mr. Gladstone really feared 
that tonants would be in large numbers forcibly deterred from 
going into tho Courts. The notion that the Premior was 
actuated by feolings of chagrin entertained personally towards 
Mr. Parnell, arising out of a snpposod defeat in argnment, or 
that tho Government woro desirous of bringing about some 
disturbance, as an excuse for giving the populaco a severe 
lesson, is entertained by hardly any porson worth consideration. 

Tho roftl explanation of the change in the Irish policy of 
the Cabinet —for it is a change—would seem to be tbo follow¬ 
ing :—So long Os tho League upheld Griffith’s valuation— 
in othor words, from 25 to 30 por cent, off existing 
rentals—to be a measure of fair ronts, tbero appeared to 
be no great daugor in allowing it full play and development. 
It was, and still is, believed that in great areas in the south, 
woRt, and north-west, rents would be reduced by tho Land 
Commission, on on average, by 25 per cent. Por a time the 
Ministry believed that tho Land Commission would eventually 
destroy the League. Bat Mr. Parnell and bis supporters, 
face to face with the prospoct of seeing their organisation 
gradually dissolved, raised a new cry, and proclaimed new 
grievances. Tbeir followers wore enjoined to pay only ‘just ’ 
ronts—that is, according to tho definition finally elaborated, 
tho original yearly value of the soil before it was disturbed by 
human agonoy, loss such an amount os would leave the culti- 
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vatora enough to secure improved dwellings, clothes, and 
food. In the meantime, * Boycotting ’ was developed into a 
system of National Police, whereby half a dozen individuals, 
sitting at a table in Saokville Street, could direct tho smallest 
actions of the agricultural population, and ovon control the 
trado and markets of small towns. Murders in a fow oases, 
and numborless outrages, committed by tho ruffianly and un¬ 
manageable clement in the agitation, oowod the smaller land¬ 
lords, or drove them away. Still tho Government, though 
goaded on all sides, hesitated. But September 29 oame, 
when a large proportion of the half-year's rent was duo. 
An d it was at once apparent that the tenants in most cases 
had received directions to hold the money, and 1 Btarve out 
tho landlords.' At the same time, it was established that tho 
Leaguo had worked—but, as I have had occasion formorly to 
show, without success—to koep tho tenants with coses of real 
hardship from going into Court. It was therefore deter¬ 
mined—partly as a warning to the tenants to pay up, partly 
as a moons of clearing the avenne to justice—to arrest tho 
loaders of tho League. How far that step was politic time 
will show. Rome landlords are disposed to regard the action 
of Mr. Gladstone as a parting blow at their order. ‘He has 
irritated the people,’ say they, ‘just as our ront bocamo duo, 
and wo shall not now receive ono-tenth of it.’ 

The peace of the country is involved in dealing with this 
question of arrears; and it is plain that upon tho action of tho 
smaller landlords with regard to it will depend the safoty of 
the lives and property of numbers throughout the winter. 
There eon he no mistake about tho attitude of the League. 
Tho Manifesto published to-day, at what may perhaps bo tho 
last public meeting of tho executive of that body, commands 
the members to pay no rent while thou leadors remain in 
prison. This Manifesto has, strange to say, boon actually 
signed by Michael Davitt and Mr. Parnell, and was probably 
prepared long since in anticipation of the present condition 
of affairs. 1 Its issue is undoubtedly the most sorious and 

3 It is widely reported in IluLliu that I)r, Kenny, a popular anil 
awiahlo physician, who has, whenever ueeossary, freely exposed his life Iu 
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lamentable proceeding of tlie Land League since its estab¬ 
lishment; and, taken in conjunction with, tho attitude of 
the Government and of tho landlords, may be regarded as 
dooming many thousands of persons to sevore suffering, and 
ensuring the wholosalo destruction of property in a country 
already poor enough. 

Now, from careful investigations, just conelndod, I think 
that it may be considered as certain that the landlords will, 
in a largo number of cases, immediately attempt to enforco 
their legal rights. Besides the encouragement affordod to 
them by the arrest of the chief Leaguers, it must bo remem¬ 
bered that many of thorn are suffering from actual want, and 
ore being ruthlessly pressed by mortgagees and other credi¬ 
tors. Ever siueo the bad harvest of 1877, abatements of rent 
have been largely allowed to tenants; whilst, owing to tho 
agitation, tho money payable in tho spring of tho present year 
in respect of tho half-year’s rent dno at the preceding Michael¬ 
mas was to a great extent kept baok. Taking tho agricultural 
rental of Ireland at about fourteen million pounds, the half- 
year’s rent oxpocted last spring would have been seven 
millions, but of tins not inoro than half was probably paid. 
To tho remaining three million fivo hundred thousand pounds 
still unpaid, must now he added seven millions due in Septem¬ 
ber, and theso sums, with fourteen millions sacrificed as abate¬ 
ments, and ono million for other arroars, show that the Irish 
landlords have within the last four years virtually lost a sum 
of twenty-five million five hundred thousand pounds. To tho 
rich among them, and to such as have property othor than 
Irish laud, tho loss may havo been merely inconvenient. 
Another, but very small class, who bought land as an invest¬ 
ment, and mercilessly rackod the tenants, deservo no con¬ 
sideration. But there is a largo number of owners of land, 
not rack-rantors, whoso condition is truly pitiable. Numerous 

tho surrico of the poor, was arrested upon suspicion of having obtained 
his patient, Mr, Parnell’s, signature to'tho Manifesto. There is reason to 
holiovo llml Mr. Parnell’s signature wus obtained in a muoh less ronmnlio 
way, and that I)r, Kenny's political position wus the sole reason for his 
arrest. 
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casos Lave been brought to onr notice during the last few days 
where landlords, a fow years sinco in affluent circumstances, 
are now almost beggared. Sometimes the snfferer is an 
elderly lady, with a life estate; sometimes a mortgagor, com¬ 
pelled to go on paying interest on the debt, or a leaseholder, 
forced to pay his superior landlord the rent agreed upon 
to the last penny. One hears of a gentleman in a western 
county, with a nominal rental of 2,000?., subsisting on tbe 
prodneo of his poultry-yard ; of another receiving 40?. out of 
1,000?. due. A lady living in Dublin, with a jointure of a fair 
amount, is obliged to tlio kindnesB of a relative for bare ne¬ 
cessaries; and two ladies, also residing here, ontitled to some 
400Z. a year botween them, are existing practically on the 
charity of their friends. Another numerous class of landlords 
bavo pulled through with difficulty, hoping that at the estab¬ 
lishment of the Commission tho tenants would pay up at loast 
a half-year’s ront. Their disappointment at tho refusal of tho 
tenants to pay anything is intense, and they mean rosolutely 
to put tho law in motion. It is now VacaLion, but on 
November 2 next, when the Courts Bit, application will bo 
made for a great number of writs for arrears of rent, and the 
various stages of litigation up to the final eviction travorsod 
with the aid of soldiers aud police. Tho larger landlords arc 
at last boginning to subscribe finely towards expenses; and 
the Property Defence Association is rapidly forming bronchos, 
affiliated to itself, in various counties, sucli os Cork, Wexford, 
Wicklow, Sligo, Qaoon’s County, and Monaghan. At the 
same time, tho Irish Land Committee is establishing corre¬ 
sponding local associations in different parts of the country 
charged to report on test cases fit to be defended and appealed 
upon, in the interests of the landlords. There will bo plonty 
to select from, for the Land Luagno has taken ono case each 
from nearly every ono of its eighteen hundred branches, 
although but few have been actually prepared and ontered in 
tbe ^Registry of the Commission. 

Tbe Government, for their part, will not parloy with the 
League. The law is everywhere to be enforced strictly, and 
every attempt to resist its execution will be promptly sup- 
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pressed. If the tenants, many of -whom have the arrears in- 
their pockets, -will not pay np, they -will hare to go out; ana’ 
a trial of ondni'anco will ensue botwoen landlord and tenant. 
Any person openly inciting to the practice of ‘ Boycotting 1 or 
to the withholding of rent, will be imprisoned j and it is hoped 
that by this firm treatment, steadily pursued, the ngrarian- 
madness may be finally tamed. In tho meantime, however, 
the lifo of an obnoxious agent or landlord will bo exposed- 
to Iho rago of those bloodthirsty and unscrupulous lialf- 
casto ruffians, who, small in numbers, it is true, and against 
tho will and conscience of their fellows, are yot sure of an- 
asylum in ovory cottago even aftor the foulest murders. 

It may be suggested that the landlord and tenant should 
obtain part of the arrears by way of loan from the Court,, 
undor tho 50th Section. Bat it is stated on all hands that 
tenants will not agree to join in the application, and without 
their participation it cannot ho made. This requirement of 
joint consent in the application is a fatal flaw in the Act. 
Tho Land Commissioners have boon surprised at tho smalt 
number of applications mado to them under this Section. If 
it equally certain that in most cases landlords will not now 
consent to make the sacrifices required orthem by tho Section : 
that, in fact, as a gentleman said tho otlior day, their 1 backs, 
are np.’ In Ulstor, os a rule, and on a few large estates, 
there will bo no difficulty ; hut great numbers of tho Land- 
Leaguing tenants will resist to tho last. The other day 
I heard a man swear that ho would * go out in tho ditch- 
before he would pay,’ referring to what ho considered an un¬ 
fair rent. There appear to be only two ways in which tho 
tronbloa thus apprehended in the winter may be avoided. 
Ono would bo to pass a short Act, enabling tho Commission, 
during a period of six months to lend tho landlord tho amount 
at present authorised by Sootion 59, with or without the 
tenant’s consent. The amount might bo, as under the exist¬ 
ing Act, repayable as increased rent, or better still, as a small, 
redeemable tax. But this proposal, of course, would not bo- 
practicable until the meeting of Farliamept. 

A second plan would bo tho formation of a large subscrip- 
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tion fund, to wliich tlio English and tho richer Irish landlords 
should liberally contribute, for making the loans jtiBt men¬ 
tioned to their poorer brethren. The great objection to 
both sck.am.os is that they might possibly encourage tho membors 
of the League to continue withholding payment of rents. But 
this fovboavanco would be but temporary; in all probability 
incroasiug numhors of tenants, seeing neighbours permanently 
sottled on thoir holdings, at reduced ronts, by tbo Land 
Commission, would [be induced to avail themselves of ita 
assistance; the Act would be quietly, thoroughly, and fairly 
tried, and much suffering, porhaps bloodshed, averted. Some 
danger of troubles will, howovor, continue to exist while tho 
tenants tamely submit, as tbey do in many casos, to tho diotation 
of one or two Land Leaguers. A landlord of rank told me on 
Saturday last that after some of his tenants had paid the 
agont, three Land Leaguers, not tenants, entered the room, and 
persuaded tho rest to docline to pay without a largo abatement, 
which was of courso refusod. The following letter was pro¬ 
duced on the same day by the agent of ono of tbo Idndost and 
most generous landlords in Ireland. It Bpeaks for itself:— 

■ October M, 1881. 

‘ Dear Sir,—A meeting of Mr. --tenants was hold on 

the 12th inBt., to consider the rent question. All of thorn 
cither attended or sent representatives. Tho following reso¬ 
lutions were passed, with but ono dissentient, and I was re¬ 
quested to forward them to you, whioh I heroby do:— 

‘"1. Resolved—That we will novel* again pay a rack- 
rent. 

‘ “ 2. That in event of distraint, or other harsh proceed¬ 
ings, upon the part of the landlord against any ono of ns, 
we pledge ourselves to pay no rent at all until the landlord 
shall have settled to our satisfaction with the aggrieved 
person. 

‘ “ 3, That in case of arrest of any of our loaders or frionds 
wo shall pay no rent until thoy shall hayo been released. 

‘ “ A That wo demand an abatement of rent of 25 per 
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cent., and mil pay no rent until this shall have been 
agreed to. 

“'5. That in case of legal proceedings being instituted 
against any one of ns, wo undertake to pay any costs ho shall 
be put to.” ’ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE OPENING OE THE COMMISSION. 

I'chlis' : Thursday, October 20. 

TnE crisis is upon ns. On Tuesday last tlio Central Lxooutivo 
of the League despatchotl copios of the ‘ Vo-Iicnt ’ Manifesto 
to all tho branches ; and to-day the Government havo rejoinod 
■with, a proclamation, suppressing the League. For tho tenants’ 
own sake ono may ho allowed to hope that the Manifesto may 
havo small influence with them; for it might striko even tho 
present goncrons majority in the House of Commons that thero 
wus no rctismt d'etre for Fair Rent Courts in a eonulry whoso 
inhabitants denied the obligation to pay rent altogothor. To¬ 
day, however, tho Land Commission for the first time opened 
the doors of their Court to suitors, nnd alroady tho telegraph 
wires aro flashing its directions and requirements to all parts 
of Ireland. Provincial solicitors aro industriously preparing 
affidavits for clionls and instructions for counsel; local asso¬ 
ciations of landlords ore reporting to the Land Committoo on 
cases snitahle for defcnco; and the whole country is lend¬ 
ing itself to the business of litigation. All the newspapers 
contain leading articles on tho work of the Commission, 
differing of course widely in their tone, treatment, and lessons. 
One common opinion is, howevor, discovorable in theso 
criticisms—namely, that cases of genuine grievance, such as 
rack-renting and confiscation of improvements, are absolutely 
suro of redress. This is an obvious result of the new legisla¬ 
tion ; and so speculation runs rather npon the question of tho 
probable action of the Conrt in dealing with what constitute, 
perhaps, two-thirds in number of Irish touanoios—that is to 
say, cases of moderate routing. This question, which has been 
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sufficient to occupy tho wliolo energies of the leaders, officers, 
and members o£ the League for the last two months, is one 
to which tho Commission will have to devote its closest and 
most wary ftttontion, oonscious that one or two slips in deal¬ 
ing with it may disorodit all the really valuable and effective 
informs which it may aohiove. To this quostion, as if by 
instinct, Mr. Justice O'Hagan accordingly addressed tho most 
telling and significant sentence in his inaugural address 
to-day; and daring the whole of tho sitting it was arising 
again and again, and prossing itself importnnatoly upon the 
Court. 

As regards the formalities and incidents connected with 
the oponing of this unique tribunal, much that is interesting 
might he written. As soon as tho porters and messengers had 
hastened to their posts at the Commission Offices, in 24, Uppor 
Merrion Street, visitors with eager expectant laces began to 
arrive, and on presenting a card, or otherwise establishing a 
right to be present, wero admitted to the Court. Tho house 
in which the Commissioners and their numerous staff aro 
lodged is the old town mansion of the Earls of Momington, 
and in it some hundrod and twelve years ago, a child—after¬ 
wards the Duke of Wellington—was born; curiously enough, 
on the same day upon which, in a Mediterranean island on the 
coast of Franco, Napoleon Bonaparte first, with olenohed 
hands, appeared. It is a building of great sizo, and its rooms 
aro lofty, grandly proporlionod, and well lighted. Tho 
Commissioners have each a full-sized room on tho first floor, 
and tho Secretary, Mr. Dennis Godley, G.B., is established 
on tho other sido of tho lauding. Upstairs Mr. Murrough 
O’Brien has characteristically provided himself with some 
very wido tables, on whioh ordnonco maps for a wholo pro¬ 
vince may be spread, and he has secured—what he values 
most of all—windows occupying great part of the sides of the 
chamber. An apartment of mystorious shape, approached by 
a winding passage, and which apparently has been tho kitchen 
of tho old mansion, is oooupied by Mr. William Smith, the 
Registrai’, whose laborious duties axe shared by three as¬ 
sistants. AH these rooms look comfprtaWo, but the only 
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really pretty office in tlie ontiro building is tbat sheltering 
Mr. Fottrell, the solicitor of the Commission. Its mural 
decorations inclnde a set of etchings, from which it may 
be gathered that tho loomed gentleman is a lover of the 
sea; and tho colours of the carpets, furniture, paper, and 
mouldings melt into a sombre harmony, wliich must bo 
soothing in tho highest degroo to the irritable and over¬ 
worked legal brain. Tho solicitor’s office opens diroctly 
into the Conrt-room of tho Commissioners, once the dining* 
room of tho Morningtons, into which no doubt littlo Arthur 
Wellesley was sometimes led at dessert time, and providod 
with a ohnir at a comer of tho table. How would tho 
inflexible old veteran have frowned had ho evor been told in 
his lifetime that, iu rosponae to a successful popular- agitation, 
three gentlemen, neither judges nor officer’s, would tako thoir 
seats in that room iu order to transfer without compensation 
an indefinite amount of the property of landlords to their 
tenants 1 Tho walls of the Court are covorod with palo green 
paper, tho ceiling handsomely moulded, and a largo marble 
mantelpiece tops the fireplace. The dimensions of the room 
are about thirty-five feot by twenty. At the upper end, 
between two doors, ono opening into the spacious lrall and 
the other into Mr. Fottrell’a sanctum, is raised a dais with a 
plain canopy of crimson on which stand three chairs for tho 
Commissioners. Benchos aro fixed down the room for the 
advocates and the audience, and along one side runs a seat 
for tho press. 

At ten minutes to twelve tho Court was filling rapidly. 
The spectators were many of them barristers or solicitors, 
with a priest or two, and some prominent merchants. About 
this time a group of ladies, in brilliant toilettes, entering from 
tbesolioitor’s room, converted, for the nonce into a bower for 
their use, entered the Court and occupied a kind of box near 
the dais. Among them wore Mrs. Forster, Lady O’Hagan, 
Mrs. O’Hagan, Mrs. Litton, the Misses Arnold-Forster and 
Waters, every lady in the oirele being a connection of some 
high official. Mr. Herbert Gladstone, M.P., woaiing a cravat 
■ of a brilliant crimson hue, sat by the Registrar; tho 
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composure of Lis manner contrasting strongly -with, the 
evident agitation of that officer. As the clocks chimed 
the hour of noon, Mr. Commissioner Litton appeared, 
attirod in tho overy-day working robes of a Q.C., and wearing 
a small wig, which had evidently seen service at tho bar. Then 
cainc Mr. Justice O’Hagan, in similar robes, but with a brand- 
now Serjeant's wig. Mr. Commissioner Yornon followed, in 
a cut-away coat and hunting Ue, as if to mark tho essentially 
non-judicial character of the tribunal. There was a short 
interval of rustling and Bottling. Thou every whisper was 
hushod, and a deep sense of the solemnity of what will ho a 
historical scone seemed to pervade the placo. At last, in obedi¬ 
ence to a motion of Mr. Justice O’Hagan, the Registrar, Mr. 
William Smith, an amiable gentleman of much learning, but 
giftod with a full measure of the national excitability, started, 
to his feot and said hurriedly, * I deelaro tho Court of tho 
Laud League to be now open.’ A general titter, swelling 
instantly to a chorus of hearty laughter, greetod this in¬ 
discreet announcement, in which laughter tho prosidiug Com¬ 
missioner, Mr. Yemon, and even the learned Registrar him- 
solf, after hastily amonding his statement, joined without 
restraint. 

Thou Mr. Justice O’Hagau oponod a manuscript, and pro¬ 
ceeded to read, in a voice of earnestness and power, am addross 
in every way worthy of the occasion. After claiming for tho 
procedure of the Court that it was ‘ of extreme simplicity, as 
froo as possible from all tho snares and pitfalls of technicalities, ’ 
and, further, that it was effective, the learned judge stated 
that certain mistakes made in the stamping of tho notices 
would not he allowed to invalidate those documents. Inci¬ 
dentally remarking that it would not bo possible to have a 
trial of any case for at least ton days, ho proceeded to explain 
the 60bh Section, whioh had really rendered necessary this 
sitting of the Court. And here he made an important an¬ 
nouncement, whereby a pet grievance of tho League leaders, 
perhaps more warmly urged than any other, will be done 
away with. The 60th Section, said hiB lordship, rendorod any 
application made on the first occasion on which tho Court 
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rliould sit equivalent to an application made on August 22 last, 
the day when the Act passed. And the effect wonld be, ho 
said, tliat the judicial rent afterwards to be fixed wonld apply 
not only to tho gales whioh might aocrne aftor the date of tho 
order, but also to those whioh accrued since August 22 last. 1 
He further laid it down that applications made daring tho 
present sitting, which would be a continuous sitting oxtending 
up to Saturday, the 20th inst., in cases of ejoetment under 
Section 13, Sub-section 2, would, with the aid of Section GO, 
entitle the tenant to have liis time for redemption or sale ox- 
tendod. Ho thought, however, that tho power of oxtending 
the timo for redemption under Section 13 in cases of eviction 
for non-payment of rent aroso only when tho tenant desirodto 
pell. The next point laid down was that an application made 
to the Court, during the nine days’ sitting, would ho mado in 
the words of Section GO ‘on tho first occasion wliioh it Bits,’ 
and thus save the rights of tho applicant, as if made on tho 
day of the passing of the Act. 

The President next referred to the rare practice of private 
arbitration between landlord and tenant, and said that 1 tho 
■r.-ent fixed by them had been calculated so as to enable the 
tenant to livo aud thrive,’ and ho claimed that the Assistant 
Commissioners wonld really act us arbiters in this sense be¬ 
tween landlord and tenant. This is worthy of attention. It 
is tho first declaration on the part of the Commission that thoy 
rtonsidor their office purely that of arbitrators, and more im¬ 
portant still, tho use of the words ' livo and thrive ’ scorns to 
point to the conclusion that the Commissioners are taking tho 
view advanced by Hr. Parnell at Maryborough, and sinco 
adopted by Archbishop Croko—that the fair rent must bo 
-such as to allow increased comfort, hotter dwellings, and 
better food to tho tenants. There is not, so far as can bo 
/discovered, anything in tho Act entitling tho Commissioners 
.to entertain such consideration for the tenant; but if thoy can 
see their way to ameliorate the lot of the wretched squatters 
on poor roolaimod bog and mountain land, without injustioo, 

1 .r«dgo 0'Fl.igan hns since declared that bo did not moan to convoy 
‘ hb opinion, and that tho words quoted were inadvertently employed. 
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so much the botlor for the peace of the country and for the 
reputation of tho Court, 

Tho sonsational part of the addresB, if I may use such an 
epithet in describing a solemn judicial doliverance, followed 
closoly upon this passage. In loudor, firmer tones the Presi¬ 
dent claimod foT tho Commissioners and their coadjutors tho 
< common human quality of courage to ojcecute wliat we dis¬ 
cern to bo right.’ This observation was received with loud 
cheering. Tho impression, however, left on the mind by tho 
addross, as a whole, was that the Court wore considering the 
rack-ronted tenants’ sido of tho question solely, and that they 
declined to commit themselves further than by the words I 
have quoted describing tho duties of an umpire ub to tho de¬ 
sirability of decreeing that general reduction of rents which 
is insisted on by the Land Leaguo. 

The cases, 108 in number, were then oalled. Thoy wore 
in noarly every instance applications for permission to record 
applications to fix fair rents under tho two Sections referred 
to ; and tho first notieeablo characteristic of each case was tho 
oxtremoly loose and caroloss manner in which the instructions 
to tho advocates had been prepared. Most of them wore from 
Ulster, where tho Act is growing in popularity every day. Mr. 
Pamoll was safo in prison some two miles away while the 
Court sat. But the result of the teaching which had sent him 
into Kilmainham appeared when Sir. M‘ Clough, the solicitor 
to the Land League, rose, as the second case on the list was 
colled, and displayed a huge pilo of documents, eaoh larger than 
a newspaper page, containing particulars of the test oases 
recently selected by the Leaguo. Tirao to procure fuller par¬ 
ticulars was aooorded him, and the application was then to be 
registered, as in the other cases. Prom that moment to tho 
rising of the Court tho proceedings were mostly in the form of 
a colloquy botweon the Bcgistrar, Mr. M'Gough, and tho pre¬ 
siding Judge. No landlord appeared as applicant during the 
day; but Mr. M'Gough brought into Court, amongst othere, 
the Marquesses of Bath and Waterford, tho Bishop of Derry, 
Colonel Porstor, Captain Irvine, of Donegal, and Mr. Evelyn 
Shirley, of Monaghan. To-morrow he has oases against Lords. 
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Leitrim, Bautry, and Arran, and for some days to come lie 
will almost monopolise the Conrt. There wero, liowovor, caBos 
of independent application to the Court, including a tost caHe 
on behalf of thirty-throe tenants of Mr. Petherstonhaugh, and 
another for three hundred tonants of Mr. Parnoll, of Armagh 
—not the President of the Land League. At a qnartor to 
two, the list haying been exhausted, the Conrt rose. t 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THU Fill,IT CASHS. 

Durum : l r ridny Evouing, Oetobor 21. 
The Laud Commission continued to-day tbeir first sitting, 
which, under an order issued yesterday, is to extond to and 
include Saturday, the 20th instaut. It must be remembered 
that the Court are not now exorcising any of the arbitrating 
jurisdiction conferred upon thorn by the Act. No landlord's 
rents, for instanoe, are to bo cut down at this sitting, the sole 
object at present boing to see that ovory tenant in the country 
who intends to try his fortune before the Commissioners, but 
whoso caso requires him to apply under Section (10 on tho 
first occasion on which they sit, has the follost notice of that 
occasion, and nil necossnry tiino to take advantage of it. He 
has to appear boforo tho tlxreo Commissioners in their new 
Court in Dublin, either personally or by counsel or solicitor. 
Ho must state and, if required, prove tho faots upon which ho 
relies. Tlion tho application will bo recorded in tho books of 
the Commission as having beon duly made under Section GO, 
and any rights which may dopond upon his applying nndor 
that Seotion will bo secured to him. In othor words, up to 
and including Saturday week the Commissioners will morely 
sit to register these applications. 

Thore aro throe classes of persons whose rights depend 
upon a resort to the procedure undor Seotion GO. Hirst, 
tenants who have been eviotod since February 22 last for non¬ 
payment of rent. Undor tbe common law a tenant evicted 
upon this ground is allowed six mouths within which be may 
redeem bis lost holding. In the doss mentioned, therefore, 
the tenant would have been entitled if tbe Court bad been 
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sitting 011 August 2’2 last, tlie date of the passing of tho Act, 
to redeem now ; and it is intended that such a man shall not 
suffer the loss of liis right in consequence of the want of a 
Court to which ho might then have applied. Tho second 
class of tenants includes such as have been ovicted for somo 
cause, non-payment of rent or otherwise, since August 22, 
when the Act came into operation. Tho third class of appli¬ 
cants embraces all who wish to have a judicial ront fixed, so 
that it may rcgulato not only future gnlcs, but any gale 
which may have accrned since August 22 last. It may natu¬ 
rally occur to one’s mind that many of the poor tenants on the 
far-off "Western coast, remote as they frequently aro from 
railways and newspapers, may after all remain ignorant of tho 
long session now benovolently held for their safety and help, 
and there will doubtless bo such casos. finch a misfortune, 
however, as tho loss of right of sale or redumption by the 
omission to apply will certainly not bo chargeable to the 
Commissioners. They have already gono to the utmost verge 
of legal conscience in holding that eight separate sittings of 
tho Court on as many days constitute but ono occasion—a 
decision which, hut for the good, iutentions of those who havo 
given it, might be described as a judicial bull of tho purest 
breed. They have, moreover, caused their continuous sit¬ 
ting, and tho object of it, to bo advertised in all tho Irish 
newspapers, which aro now read by twenty porsons for one 
who read them ten years ago in Ireland. 

Tostorday there wero over a hundred cases bronght up 
coming under one or other of tho three classes onnmoratod. 
Onco or twico the facts wore sufficiently established to allow 
registration in accordance with the GOth Section, but in nearly 
all the ignorance and heedlessnoss of the suitors wore respon¬ 
sible for the postponement of thoir application in order to 
obtain necessary particulars. No important prinoiplo was 
laid down yostordny, however, for tho guidance of tonants and 
tho comfort of good citizens in thoso troublous timos. Tho 
most couspionous figuro iu the day’s proceedings was again 
the solicitor of the late Land League, Mr. M'Gough, who 
brought into Court a great number of tho printed forms on. 
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which the officials of the branches had onto red tho particulars 
of their test eases. In one long lino, running through many 
columns, were inscribed the tenant’s name and that of his 
landlord, thoir rospaetivo addresses, the situation, extent and 
nature of tho holding, with tho namo of tho townland or elec¬ 
toral division, tho amount of Griffith’s valuation—by which 
particular it may bo gathered that the form was drawn up 
some time sinco—tho rout paid, or rather payablo, and so 
forth. Of course it was impossible to discover from the more 
title of tho application, as stated in Court, what woro the par¬ 
ticulars of tho cases. But overy ono was a cobo of eviction. 
Mr. M'Gough named amongst othoi's somo tenants of Mr. 
M‘Goougli, county Armagh, as applicants for the fixing of a 
fair ront. This landlord is a country gentleman rofliding at 
Silverbridge, Caslloblayney, whoso estate is seven thousand 
two hundred and thirteen acres, valued at 4,0/01. 1 think I 
may say that tho following are tho particulars of theso cases: 
—James Small, Forkhill, nine Irish acres, 01. Is. lliZ. rent; 
51. 15*. Poor-law valuation; 121. 3s. lOtZ. arrears due to date 
of eviction. James Martin, of Oashol, eleven acres two roods 
Irish, 121. 15s. rent; 121. 15s. Poor-law valuation; 321. 7s. G<Z. 
arrears due to data of ovictiou. Peter Qaiu, of Colbrig, threo 
acres two roods Irish, 3Z. 10s. 3d. ront; ilZ. 13s, Poor-law valu¬ 
ation ; 71. 12s. OtZ. arrears duo to date of ovictiou. Patrick 
Rafferty, Mullabawn, nine acres three roods Irish, 9Z, 10s. 
rent; 9Z. Poor-law valuation; 10Z. arrears due to date of 
oviction. Thomas O’Hara, of Lcgahan, twenty-soven acres 
Statute, 15Z. 17s. ront; 20Z. Poor-law valuation ; 88Z. 18s. ar¬ 
rears to data of oviction. James Kelly, of If’erlngb, fourteen 
acres one rood statute, 12Z, 17s. rent; 12Z. 10s. Poor-law 
valuation; 25Z. 14s. arrears to date of oviction. 

It will ho seen that these oases are not selected from 
the class of rack-rented cases. It is said, however’, that Mr. 
M'Gough has a number of rack-rented cases to bring before 
the Ooui't, and I am, indoed, aware from actual observation 
that at least in tho south some rack-rontod tenants were 
taken as applicants; hut it is just possible that Mr. M'Gough 
may not again appeal’ before tho Commissioners,, and that 
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their cause list in consequence may be thinned. Tbo leaving 
up of the outward visible League, root and branch, has de¬ 
prived him at an hour’s notico of- some thousands of clients. 
The cases were not sent up to him by the oviciod tenants 
themselves, but by the secretaries of tho local Loagnos, 
who had ontorod the particulars on tho forms supplied from 
Sackville Street. Now many of theso secretaries are oithor 
captured or apprehonsivo of imprisonment. Tho local 
branches dare not meet, and tho country officials cannot toll 
whether tho despatch of a letter of instruction to Mr. M'Gougli 
may not subject thorn to immediate arrest under tho Lord 
Lieutenant’s proclamation. It is therefore possible that wbat 
between the untoward championship of tho Leaguo and tho 
interference of the Government tlicso unlucky ovictod tenants 
may conic to grief. It is hard to expect that Mr. M'Gongh 
should suddenly assume the dangorons responsibility of prose¬ 
cuting countless claims against rich landlords at his own risk. 
Perhaps tho Commissioners, who have hitherto most anxiously 
consulted tho interests of their poor suitor’s, will come to the 
rescue with some rule, entitling the tenants to obtain, tho 
security of the Act by a mere notice posted at tho noarost 
town, or at any time by thoir giving ovidonce that thoy had 
been taken by surprise by tho proclamation, and that their 
cases had actually been supplied to Mr. M'Gougb. 

To-day tho Commissioners suggested in a coso that came 
boforo them an opinion of great importance. "William Keogh, 
of Wicklow, complained that he had been foroed to sign sinco 
1870 a stringent loose exacting far too higha rent, aud wished 
to havo it broken on that ground undor Section 21. I was 
greatly impressed by heaving Mi’. Justice O’Hagan toll tho 
applicant that a very serious question aroso as to whether-, 
under tho Act, there was any power given to break such a 
lease by reason merely of the requirement of auy rent, how- 
over large. Some other wrong must be proved, such as a 
danse in tho contract specifically depriving tho lessee of tho 
benefit of the Act of 1870. He, however, did not positively 
decide the point, so it would be irregular and presumptuous 
to dismiss tho question at presont. It might be diffioult, 
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perhaps, to Hud one of these disgraceful leases imposed upon 
formers, which did not contain a proviso, stipulating that 
the tenant should not be entitled to the benefits of the Act 
of 1870. And thus tho reservation of rent and the clause 
of deprivation may, liko footpads in the darkness, destroy one 
anotlior. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE EVICTEE TENANTS. 


Dniu.v: "Woduosilay, October bli. 

A vbbv small audioneo, consisting almost to a man of law¬ 
yers and journalists, nssombled this morning in the Court 
of tlie Land Commission. To tho liands of Mr. Justice 
O’Hagan and liis colleagues uro committed the par¬ 
tition of proporty to an incalculable amount, and tho 
peace of a nation. Tot thoso who attend tho sittings 
of these powerful personages aro as inconsiderable in point 
of numbers, bebave with as much freedom at interesting 
moments, and yawn with the fc'nino nbanilon after tho first 
half-hour or so, as if they sat in tho dullest of London County 
Courts. Although it caunot be Baid that any decision 
seriously affecting lauded proporty has yet been pronounced, it 
is already sufficiently apparout that every section and sentonoo 
of tho Act will bo vigorously contested by tho advocates of tho 
landlords. Tho Irish barristers are not a whit bohind tlioir 
English brethren in teohnioal learning and dialectical aptitude. 
The moat complicated mass of facts and figures is unravelled 
by them with ease and smoothness, tho Jedges novor inter¬ 
rupting, and the diction of tho Bar is certainly purer than 
that of Westminster Hall. But the Irish 1 counsellor,’ as a 
rule, lacks repose of manner. Ho does not, as in England, 
■usually confine himself to one branch of prootico out of tho 
many—criminal, common law, equity, parliamentary, eccle¬ 
siastical, and divorce—which, in a rising scale of emolument, 
invite his services. Mr. Whiteside and Hr. Butt oould, like 
skilful actors, change the style as oiroumstanoos required, 
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speaking by tarns in the dignified House of Lords manner, 
tlie winning Nisi Prins manner, and the furions State Trial 
manner. The last would seem to be considered by the 
pleaders to be most likely to tell before the Commission. 
The audienoo listens with grave appreciation. The average 
Irishman has much respect for legal ability, provided it be not 
directed against himself. I heard tho other day of a solicitor 
in tho County Cork, who in the course of his professional 
duties pointed out a flaw in a writ to his client—a neigh¬ 
bouring tenant served with it. Tho conseqnence was that a 
largo number of actions against the tenantry were set aside, 
and the solicitor became a local hero. Ho afterwards, in the 
course of his professional duties, took out writs settled by 
himself against certain of those who had formerly benefited by 
his cunning. He was immediately denounced as a traitor, 
burned in effigy, and at lost his life was attempted. 

Tho first leading case has now been decided by their Lord¬ 
ships. An application was made to transfer a case of 1 Knipe 
t. Armstrong’ from the County Court of Armagh to the 
Commission Court. Knipe, the applicant, os administrator of 
Alexander Mulligan, deceased, claimod 270Z. compensation for 
disturbance, or, in the alternative, for improvements. This 
claim was made under the Act of 1870, and was filed in the 
Armagh Gouuty Court ia April last. To understand the 
application to transfer it, it must be borno in mind that the 
County Court Judges as a body are considered by the tenants 
to have interpreted the h et of 1870 in a mannor illiberal, ro 
to speak, towards their interests, Many of the tenants expect 
that the Land Court, impressed by the spectacle of the 
Leagne, still threatening and terrible, even at its last gasp, 
will be inclined to give decisions more favourable to the cul¬ 
tivators of the soil. Hence an application like the present 
was looked fur as a matter of oertainty so soon as tho Com¬ 
missioners Bhonld sit. Mr. Knipo, however, bad no reason hi 
offer for desiring to change bis fortun, and Jndge O’ffagan 
was inflexible. He acknowledged the compliment paid to 
tho Court, but held that the 37th Section of the Aot of 1881, 
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enabling tho Commission to transfer into their own Courts 
proceedings commenced in the Civil Bill Court, only applied 
to proceedings properly initiated buforo the Commission, 
such as applications to tlx a fair rent, and not to proceedings 
in ejectment, as in the present case. The Commission, lm 
held, had no jurisdiction in ejectment, and the two Acts worn 
not to bo read as one, except where the sections and provisions 
of the first were expressly incorporated in the second. Mr. 
Litton, in a masterly judgment, sustained this view, and tlio 
landlord’s odvocato therefore triumphed. 

Some days ago I called attention to the position of't.lio 
evicted tenants. Large unmbcrR of farmers in the West and 
South, who had suffered eviction since February 22 last for 
non-payment of rent, or who had been evicted on other 
grounds since August 22 last, the date of the passing of tlio 
Act, were induced to place their cases in the Lunds of the 
solicitor to the Land Leagnc, Mr. M'Gongh. Those who lmd 
beon evicted for non-payment of rent Bince February 22 
would, of course, have had the right to apply under the Act 
on August 22 to the Commission, if thou sitting, for relief. 
The Court by its present continuous sitting is carrying ont 
fully tho letter and spirit of the 60th Seotion, which makes 
an application on the first occasion on which it sits as 
elfioocious as an application would have beon if it could havo 
been made on August 22. But on the very first day of the 
continuous sitting the Land League waB dissolved by procla¬ 
mation. This proclamation warned all persons to ‘ disconnect 
themselves ’ from the League, and declared the intention of the 
Government to ‘save the process of the law from hindrance 
nr obstruction.’ Now, on the 20th inst., when without a 
moment's interregnum the Land League was pulled down 
and the Lan d Court set up to reign in its (dead, some hun¬ 
dreds of evicted tenants and a large number of tenants who 
were dissatisfied with their leases had left their interests in 
the hands of the legal department of the defunct organisation. 
This fact was well known to everybody, and if tho League 
Jiad confined its care to the cases of eviction coming before 
the Court there would have boon less reason to complain of 
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it. For weeks together tho agents of the Lengno wont about 
the country collecting elaborate particulars of the intended 
‘ test cases,’ and despatching those particulars when eomplelo 
to the 1 Control Executive.’ The account given of a progress 
of Mr. Healy’s for this purpose may, perhaps, he remem¬ 
bered. Hut this method of choosing tho cases was ultimately 
changed for anotlior. In order to save time, representatives 
of tho League -wore stationed fit central plRccs, and to them 
resorted the secretaries of the neighbouring branches of the 
League, each man bringing in the proposed ‘ test cases' 
selected from his branch, and in some instances, hut not in 
all, tho tenants whose rights were to he brought forward also 
attended. All this was openly done. It was reported in the 
newspapers, and, so far as any action on the part of tho 
Government was concerned, the tenanf swore left at liberty 
to believe that the Association and its proceedings about ‘ test 
cases ’ were perfectly lawfnl. Tho condition of tho tenants 
who stood out of their holdings on February ‘22, and even of 
some who were evicted later, is now rendered very perilous. 
It could not be expectod that Mr. M'Gough should take up 
cm his own responsibility, and after bring, like everybody else, 
warned by proclamation to ‘ disconnect ’ himself from the 
League, tho very business which had drawn down tho 
wrath of tho Government upon that body, without oven 
the incentive of perhaps getting his costs. Ho solicitor in 
his senses would, single-handed, take np on speculation an 
overwhelming mass of doubtful oases, and fight them against 
the combined wealth, and power of the baitod landlords of 
Ireland. 

Moreover, the Court required strict proof of Bervice of the 
originating notices, and in the scattered state of the League 
officials, most of them fearful as to arrest, it would bavo been 
very difficult to communicate directly with the tenants, and 
obtain the required proof in time. Many of these men, living 
on lonely hill-sides, and in unfrequented wilds, rarely visit the 
post-town to fetch their letters. Many are without money, 
and few can read and write. Up to to-day nothing had been 
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done to warn them, that henceforth there was no one to look 
after their cases for them, and that they must by Saturday 
next, three dear days only, serve the originating notices, pre¬ 
pare the necessary proofs, and move in Dublin to have their 
applications registered. The Government wero quickly aware 
of tho hardship they had unwittingly caused, but it was nol. 
in their power to apply a remedy. On the other hand, the 
Commissioners wero in no way responsible for the event 
which had thus virtually rendered their long sitting useless to 
tho most helpless and ignorant of the class intended to be 
accommodated by it. They saw, besides, tho oxtrome clifli. 
culty and inconvenience of delaying the sitting of tho Sub- 
Commissions at the present crisis. Some of those tribunals 
will probably sit on the 31st, and it could hardly bo hold with 
propriety that an application made to tho Commission in 
Dublin after Sub-Commissions had actually sat in tho 
country was made on the ‘ Mist oocusion ’ of the Court 
sitting. Tho Commissioners were at tho same time anxious 
that no unfortunate saitor with a good easo should hereafter 
Had the doors of tho Court, from no fault of his own, cloHod 
against him. Accordingly, there appeared yesterday morning 
in the columns of a popular journal a mystorious notice in 
leaded type in these words:—‘ Notice to tenants evicted since 
February 22, 1881. Bring your ease before the Court oF 
the L md Commission before October 29. If you omit this 
all your rights are lost. The priests are requested to make 
the evicted tenant awaro of this fact.’ Mr. M'Gongli, on his 
part, has sont to-day a copy of the following notioo to every 
one of tho hundreds of persons whose names aro ontored on 
the Laud League forms, addressing the envelopes according 
to the description found on those forms : — 

S3, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin, Oelolxjr 22, 1881. 

* Dear Sir,—I regret to inform you that in consequence of 
the action of the Government in arresting Mr. Parnell and 
tho leading members, officials, and organisors of the Executive 
of the Laud League who were engaged in working up the do- 
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tails of yotir case, as well as tlie others with which I was 
charged for presentation before the Land Commission Conrfc, 
it becomes absolutely impossible for me to proceed further 
with your application. T thorefore take this, the earliest 
possible opportunity, of informing yon thatl foul compelled, as 
well in yonr own interest as in justice to myself, to retire from 
the conduct of your cuse, and that on Wednesday' nest I shall 
feel it my duty to inform the Court of the Land Commission. 
It. will now bo necessary for yon, if desirous of continuing 
proceedings beforo tbo Land Commission, to place your case 
in the hands of some solicitor whom yon can personally in¬ 
struct. On receiving an intimation from the solicitor you 
appoint, 1 will at once transfer to him any papers connected 
with your business that may have reached tliiB office, and will 
bo happy to afford him any information or assistance I can 
give. —Yonrs truly, P. C. M'Gouoh . 1 

It is obvious that without Rome further extension of the 
‘ first occasion,’ most of these persons, together with a number 
of others whose cases wore not entrusted to Mr. M‘G-ough, 
will apply too lato, and serious scandal, if not danger, will 
arise out of the first proceeding of the new Court. An ordi¬ 
nary court of justice can afford to disregard such attacks as 
are likely to bo made upon the Commission if tbo unhappy 
subjeots of the ‘ test caao ’ experiment are ruined. Bnt the 
Commission, apart from its cconomio and legal function, has 
to fulfil a political and social purpose—the contentment of the 
agricultural interest in Ireland, and it, therefore, cannot 
afford to despise public opinion. An evicted tenant, who bun 
lost hundreds of pounds by a legal technicality, will bo at 
once provided in every district, to enforce and illustrate by 
his misfortunes the warning lessons of the Land League. 
Whatever benefits—and they must be immense—the Com¬ 
mission may confer generally, the recollection of the misery 
iuflioted upon these evioted tenants will spoil all, and throw 
the Parliamentary system into greater discredit. It is, there¬ 
fore, to be hoped that the Commission will make a new rule, 
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under Section 50 of tlio Act, extending the duration of the 
present sitting. 1 

1 Being deeply impressed with the necessity of this extension of lime, 
I supported tlie suggestion here made by making rospeetful representations 
to the Commission authorities upon the subject. Jt w.is by soniii poissms 
maintained to be ultra vires, but ultimately the time was further extended 
up to the 115th of November, and a number of helpless evicted tenants 
thus enabled to take advantage of the Act. I must here acknowledge 
the courtesy with which, upon this, and ovary othor occasion, I was treated 
by the authorities referred to. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

AS CUD BACON ORA WFOED'S CANES. 

Belfast : Monday Night, October 81. 

To-day two Sub-Commissions sat for the hearing of cases— 
one at Castleblayney, and the other at Belfast. Tho first, after 
going throngh the cause list at Castleblayney, will visit other 
towns, in various districts of the counties of Armagh, 
Monaghan, Fermanagh, Tyrone, Londonderry, and Donegal. 
Its members are Mr. Kane, Mr. Bayley, and Mr. Garland. 
Mr. Greer, Mr. Baldwin, and Mr. Ross form tho other Suh- 
Commission, which sits first at Belfast and afterwards at 
Fewtownards, Downpatrick, Larne, Antrim, Lisbnrn, Bally¬ 
mena, and Banbridgo. Other Sub-Commissions will begin 
work next Tuesday week; one, consisting of Mr. Reeves, 
Mr. O’Keefe, and Mr. Rice, will have jnrisdiction over Clare, 
Limerick, and Cork; and another, including Mr. J. G. 
M'Oarthy, Mr. Houghton, and Mr. J. J. O’Shanghnessy. 
will hear cases in Gulway, Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo, and 
Leitrim. 

The Assistant Commissioners will not, therefore, aa ImB 
been already pointed oat, be sent into districts where they 
might have to resist personal and social influence®, adverse 
to the maintenance of the judicial temper. They will not 
accept hospitality from any person, however dignified, letst 
the fairness of their decisions be questioned, or even sus¬ 
pected. No one, however slightly acquainted with the feel¬ 
ings and opinions of Irish farmers at the present moment, 
will wonder at the sturdy determination of the Assistant 
Commissioners to pay their own expenses wherever they go. 
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The Act is now to all appearance, and contrary to the 
expectation of many interested politicians, to havo, at least 
in some considerable portion of the island, tho fair trial 
demanded, and oven enforced for it by its froraers. Bat it 
must be remembered that, as the strength of a fortress is that, 
of its weakost work, so tho reputation of the Commission, in 
other words its power for good, is altogether dependent upon 
the discretion of the least wise and careful of its members 
and subordinates. Tbo Assistant Commissioners act in the 
presence of popular criticism such as might woll enervate tho 
strongest judges, and they boar individually a responsibility 
snch ashas rarely been placed upon judicial authorities. Most 
of them, without any experience of such duties as they havo 
now to discharge, enter upon business that will tax their ntmoat 
enorgies and capabilities. They met in Dublin, and arrived 
it is said at some agreement upon the general principles of their 
decisions, so that it is not likely that a hasty pronouncement 
upon some point of wido interest oan bring tho new Court 
into disrepute. But, to make assurance doubly sure, it is now 
intended that appeals from the Sub-Commissions shall he 
entertained as soon as possible after tho decree in the first 
instance. 

The delicate question of the breaking of louses mado since 
1870 will bo altogether withdrawn from the cognisauco of the 
interior tribunal, and will be determined by tho full Court of 
Commissioner's. Thus tho most remarkable power conferred 
by the Act, namely, that of annulling nnmbors of agreements 
made in the most solemn and binding fashion known to tho 
law, will he retained in the hands of those to whom Parlia¬ 
ment first committed it. The Commissioners havo, moreover, 
taken the precaution to retain tho power of dismissing an in¬ 
competent or wrong-headed Assistant Commissioner, as will 
be seen on examining the following copy, the delegation of 
authority to Sub-Commission No. 2 : 

‘ Sub-Commission No. 2, loud Law (Ireland) Act, 1881.— 
The Land Commission hereby forms and appoints a Sub- 
Commission in and for the counties of Antrim and Down. 
Tho Sub-Commission shall consist of the following Assistant 
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Commissioners, namely, Edward Greer, Esq., Thomas liald- 
wio, Esq., and James M. Ross, Esq. The Land Commission 
dolegatos to tho Sub-Commission powor to hear, decide, and 
make orders in the eases under tho Land Law (Ireland) Act. 
1881, mentioned in the schedule hereto appended, and such 
other cases within the said comities as may from time to time 
be sent to the Sub-Commission by the Land Commission for 
decision; and further dologatos to the Bnb-Commissiou all 
powers, “except ns to appeals,” -which the Land Commission 
itsolf possesses for the purpose of hearing, deciding, and mak¬ 
ing orders in all such cases as aforesaid. Tho powers hereby 
delegated shall be in force for tho poriod of two months from 
the date hereof, but the Land Commission may, by order, 
extend or abridge the said period or any extended period. 
Tho expiration of the said poriod of two months, or such other 
poriod aforesaid, shall not prejudice any pending case which 
may be continued and dealt with by any subsequout Sab- 
Commission, as if such period bad not expired. The Land 
Commission resorves power in cose of sickness of any member 
or membors of a Sub-Commission, or for other sufficient 
reason, to appoint any other person or persons who, under the 
Act, is compotent to be a member of a Snb-Coniniis.sion, in 
substitution for any present or future member or members 
thereof, and no pending proceedings shall abate, or bo in any 
way affected by such substitution.—Dated this 27th October, 
1881.—Seal. 

‘ Schedule. 


‘ Landlord. Tenant. County. No. of Case.’ 


Notwithstanding all these precautions it is sufficiently 
obvious to every person brought into contact with the land¬ 
lords that the Commission is not possessed of tho full confi¬ 
dence of that class, Tho use of the words 1 Live and thrive' 
in the written address by Judge O’Hagan describing the ideal 
condition of successful applicants, ha3 caused much surprise 
and alarm. Tho extension of the * first occasion ’ at which ten-, 
ants must apply to tho Court for relief under Section 60 is folt 
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as a serious blow by the rent-receiving classes. I believe I was 
the first to point out the absolute necessity of this extension, 
on behalf of the evicted tenants, whose interests had boen 
jeopardised, by the Budden suppression of the organisation 
which bad undertaken tlioir cases; and it is probable that the 
Commissioners will, if need be, extend the time Btill further 
for the benefit of such tenants. But it is clear that the case 
of tenants who, having in many instances the money in their 
pockets, are applying in large numbers nudor that Section, 
stands upon a very different footing. There aro now over 
8,000 applications before the Commission to fix a fair rent, of 
which upwards of 4,000 came in on Saturday, and it is no 
exaggeration to say that the existing machinery of the Com¬ 
mission is blocked for years to come. The Treasury have 
telegraphed full powers to engage temporary assistance, ami 
the staff are working night and day to keep abreast of the 
business. Mr. Smith, the Registrar, climbB to bis office over 
piles of applications not yet read. In most cases these are to 
have a fair rent fixed. The Commission seem to havo in¬ 
timated that the Court would receive applications under 
Section 60, and record them so as to make the rent payable 
<m the first gale day after the passing of the Act, snbjoot to 
the rednotion, if any, to bo afterwards effcotod by the Court. 
I have not heard any member of the Court hold this view in 
any particular case, and it is certainly one altogether at 
variance with the 2nd Sub-Scotiou of Soction 8, which runs 
thus: 

‘ The rent fired by the Court in this Aot referred to as the 
judicial Tent shall be deemed to be the rent payable by tho 
tenant as from the period commencing at the rout day next 
succeeding the decision of the Court.’ 

There is no fear of the Court overlooking this Bub-seotiou, 
bub the following passage from tho speech of Judge O’Hagan, 
at the opening of tho Commission, no doubt gave some colour 
to the unfortunate view of their rights under the section, 
which so many of the farmers entertain: 

'The judicial rent will apply, not only to those gales 
which may aoerne after tho date of the order, but to those 
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which have accrued since August' 22, 1881, the date of the 
passing of the Act.’ 

This language, it "will be seen, is opposed to the plain con¬ 
struction of the passage just quoted from Section 8; and one 
cannot bo surprised to find that it has since been withdrawn 
by the learned judge. Another complaint of the landlords is 
that the list of cas»s for trial is not published beforehand. It 
is said that this is ns great a grievance upon the tenants as 
upon the landlords. On the other hand, there can be no 
doubt that tho landlords might lose millions a year by a deci¬ 
sion suddenly given at some ont-of-the-way place by a Sub- 
Oommission, which decision would bo immediately quoted to 
other Sub-Com missions, actod upon, and irrevocably estab¬ 
lished. Hopes are entertninod, however,that Sab-Commission 
Ho. 2 will put a list of their cbbob in the newspapers every 
morning in the nunal way. 1 

Sub-Commission No. 2 has not been idle to-day. Professor 
Baldwin and Mr. Downing, the Registrar, came np from 
Dnblin this morning by tlio cnrly mail, and reached (lie 
Imperial Hotel at ubont half-past eleven. After a short con¬ 
sultation Mr. Greer and Mr. Ross, with tho Professor, drove 
away to tho County Civil Bill Court, and took their Beats 
shortly after twelve. The Court was about half fall of farmers, 
all looking anxious, and a little seared. The front tows 
wore closely packed with solicitors and their clerks. On 
the loft hand of the Court sat two ladies, and n number of 
reporters were busily whittling their pencils at the olhor side 
of the solicitors’ table. Tho Court room was cold and gloomy, 
and a littlo mist had been waftotl in from the stroets. A door 
oponod, and the audience rose ns the three Assistant-Com¬ 
missioners filed in. After a few words from the Registrar 
declaring the mission, of the Court, the first oaso was called. 

Isabella Sims Campbell brought her landlord, the Rev. 
Archibald Crawford, into Court, to have a fair rent fixed for 
hor farm. The Defendant, who has clerical duties to perform 
in Australia, did not answer to his name, hut Counsel appeared 

1 Hus suggestion was, after some opposition, finally adopted npon all 
the Sub-Commissions, 



r<; JUKLAXJJ r/.YllJJM THE LA XU ALT. 

flip the agent, Mr. Mocanliffe, and admitted service of the 
originating lioLico. Mr. M'Mordie, a local Holicitor, ^pre¬ 
sented the applicant, and stated that he was also the legal 
ad riser of two thousand other tenauts about to apply to tho 
Court. This is not a surprising unnibev for a north-country 
Commission to harp upon its lists. Last Saturday I saw 
fourteen thick bundles of Ulsfer applications borno in to tbo 
Central Offices of tho Commission at a single delivery. The 
bundles of applications lying on the tnblcs sorted into pro¬ 
vinces from the envelopes, in post bugs on that day, wore, 
however, of vory different thickness. The Leinster heap was 
about three inches thick, including ono sheet from County 
Dublin. The Munster filo was porhaps five inches thick, the 
Connaught bundle seven. But Ulster applications were not 
loss than two feet three inches iu thickness. 

To retnru to tho Belfast Court House. The dispute was 
nl first, confined to a discussion as to whother tho Sub-Com¬ 
mission should adjudicate in the absence of the Defendant and 
of his wife, who is possessed of a life estate in the lauds, but 
it ultimately became a simple question whether tho tenant 
was paying too much rent. Mrs. Isabolla Campbell is tho 
widow of James Campbell, who, with his father, grandfather, 
and more distant progenitors, had lived and died upon the 
family holding of five acres three roods and thirty-five porches. 
James had a lease, dated 1842, at 5 1. 15s.; but in 18(30, at. the 
end of the term, the rent was niisod to '■>/. 4s. 4J. Tho valua¬ 
tion is 0i. It was admitted that tbo tenant and her family 
had rebuilt tho dwelling-houso, bnt it was contended by 
Mr. Overend, an ingenious uud ready advocate, on behalf of 
Mr. Crawford, that tbo house had been rebuilt under a cove¬ 
nant in the lease, and that at the end of the lease it had 
become the property of tho landlord. Mrs. Campbell, an old, 
bright-eyed dame, was very clear and preciso in hor unsworn 
to Mr. M'Mordie; but she shone chiefly in cross-examination. 
She was asked by tho young advocate how many children 
her husband had left her when he died P ‘Pour,’ said Rho, 
sharply. * I have them yot., and I have no more.' She 
thought twelve shillings por English aore would bo a fair rent 
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for the land. ‘ But is not tho lionao a good one P ’ inquired 
]\fr, Ovorend, * We made it good,’ rejoined Mrs. Oampliell. 
Lt appearing by her ovidence that lior husband had left no 'will, 
and that no one had taken out letters of administration, it was 
submitted that she was not tenant, and that one of her tw< i 
sons might, on the day altar the decision of the Sab-Com¬ 
mission, inks out Totters and defeat the proceedings. Tin- 
Court, however, held that Rke -was the present tenant, and 
three other tenants of Mr. Crawford, who is suod by nineteen 
altogether, wore called to corroborate her statement that 
twelve shillings an aero would be a fair rent, The last wit. 
ness, an honest, intelligent farmer, put the yearly value at 
nineteen shillings, and explained his method of ai-riving at 
that figure to Promssor Baldwin. Ho had only valued the 
land, assuming that the fenoes and the house wero the 
property of the tenant, and he thought the tenant-right worth 
fifteen pounds an ouro. The land, he said, might produce 
corn, but with a light head; it might grow light mangold 
wurzol, but oats and potatoes would be the good crops. 

After his evidoneo, which greatly displeased Mr. M'Mordie, 
the Sab-CommiHsion determined to visit the farm forthwith ; 
but, first, Professor Baldwin took occasion to say, in an 
omphatio raannor, referring to a suggestion that the farm 
might be worth more because it was near Rome bleaching 
works, ‘ in determining the value of land, all these matters 
are beside tho question. All we want to know is the agri¬ 
cultural value of the land.’ 

At about half-past two o’olook the Sub-Commission started 
to visit tho applicant's farm, which is situate at Carnmoney, 
in the townland of Ballyoraigie, at a distance of about seven 
miles from Belfast. It was announced in Court that the 
Commissioners would only allow tho litigants and their soli¬ 
citors to be present, but by special permission I was also of 
the party. 1 The way was long, the wind was cold; but at 

1 Upon somo of tho Sab-Oommiasioua there is great objection raado, I 
undereland, to the presence of newspaper correspondents. Any Assistant 
Commissioner entertaining snrh an objection wcraId seem to require i» 
little onligktemaent upon tho situation. Many powers are in these data 
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lust we were on the land, and were speedily joined by the 
litigants. The honae was ft long, low, dark dwelling, divided 
into foui‘ compartments, two of which were appropriated to 
human, and two to bovine occupants. The tall, shapely 
daughter of the house fetched hor brother, ft crnshod-looking, 
feebly-built young man, in go over the fields with us. With 
the exception of a patch of turnips, and anotbor of potatoes, 
tho holding was entirely under pasture. In every field 
Professor Baldwin had spadefuls of oarth taken ont and care¬ 
fully examined. The farm, which is wretchedly cultivated, 
lies on a slope. The upper part is ilark-oolourod loam on a 
light, tilly subsoil, which must get rid of any quantity of 
manure. Bat the lower part is on cloy, and might, tho Pro¬ 
fessor thought, he mndo to render largo returns for tillage. 
This part was, however, insufficiently drained. It was wet 
and slippery, and a rank growth of rushes rose upon it, All 
tho Commissioners showed an intelligent appreciation of the 
state of cultivation in different parts of the holding, and I 
thought they seemed a little shocked at tho obvious neglect 
on the part of tho ocenpants of what might be made very good 
lund indeed. It does not seem, however, that any judgmont 
will be possible for a day or two in this case, or any otbor or 
tho Belfast cases, as no professional valuers have yet been 
procured, aud it might he opon to objection if their services 
were not sought for in accordance with the suggestions of the 
Aot. In the Appendix will bo found a report of this case. 

entrusted by Parliament to comparatively obscure individuals, solely because 
tho vigilance of the Press is relied upon to prevent tho abuse of such 
powers. Does any Assistant C'ornmUsimior really suppose that Parliament 
would consent to turn a number of unfried judges loose upon tho ostntos of 
Irish proprietors, to range iu secret; merely obliging the landlord, per- 
lmps, with a copy of his new rent-roll, as amended 'i 
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CHAPTER XIL 

ARC7IDEAC0.Y ORA WFOJIJJ'S OASES. 

Bhltast : Tuesday Niglit, November 1. 
The Sub-Commission resumed its business at eleven o’olock 
tliis morning in tho County Court, Belfast. Again the whole 
day was ocoupiod with tho oases of the tenants of the Vener¬ 
able Archdeacon Crnwford, upon his estate at Carnmoney, 
a few miles from Belfast. Tho Commissioners yesterday 
visited the farm of the first claimant on their list, Mrs. Isa¬ 
bella Sims Campbell, and took the opportunity of inspecting 
the neighbouring farms. To-day Mr. Overend, the Counsel 
for the Archdeacon, produced tho counterpart of a lease for 
twenty-one years (substantially the same in the case of every 
tenant), dated October 8, 1842. Tho lessors wero the fonr 
trustees of Mrs. Campbell's marriage settlement, H. Cos¬ 
grove, Joseph H. Singer, John Mallin, and Alexander Oruee. 
Tho learned Counsel next road a oovenant by the lessee to 
‘ preserve, uphold, maintain, and keep in good order the said 
promises, and overy part thoreof, and the improvements made 
thereon, and at the end of the demise to leave and yield up 
the samo to tho trustees.’ At the expiration of these leases, 
in 18(53, tho tenants all became tenants from year to year, aiul 
on April 24,180G, the agent, Mr. M'Auliffe, by the instruc¬ 
tions of Mr. Androw Crawford, the landlord’s brother, had 
the tenancies re-valued, aud raised roots all round by notice. 
This agont was called, and in the most candid manner 
admitted the fact of tho notice, and that the tenants would 
havo been ovicted if they had refused to pay the increased 
rent. Ho had not soon Mr. Crawford, the landlord, for 
Beven-and-twenty years, and the landlord, he said, bad not 
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npeufc a shilling on the property, but he thought that the 
extension of buildings in Belfast towards the township of 
liallycraigie, in which the holdings were situated, had raised 
the value of the property, and that being so he could not see 
why the tenants should uot pay more. Ho fnrther thought 
that the existence of a manufactory in the neighbourhood, at 
which the children of the tenants had obtained employment, 
was another reason for raising the rents of farms so con¬ 
veniently situated. 

Mr. Overcnd now proceeded to raise some objections to 
the proceedings, hut he consented to some formal amend¬ 
ments of the jdoadings, in order to avoid anything like tech¬ 
nical quibbling. Ho insisted, howovor, that Archdeaoon 
Crawford, the landlord, was uot named in any of the leases 
or notices, so that the originating notice shonld not have been 
made ont in Mr. Crawford’s name in his capacity of husbaud 
1o t.ho tenant for lifo, but in the names of the trustees, or, at 
least, of the wife. This objection was at once overruled by 
the Chairman (Mr. Qreer), whose demeanour on the Bunch, 
full of dignity and self-possession, has produced a most 
favourable effect upon the public mind in Belfast. 

The next point taken by Mr. Overend was of a far more 
serious character, and elicited an opinion from the Bench 
which, if adopted by the first Sub-Commission also, must 
have a wide and radical effect on the cutting down of rents 
in Ulster. The landlord’s advocate pointed ont that the 
improvements had been substantially—almost entirely'— 
effected during the continuance of the leases ; and he argued 
that at the termination of the terms limited, the interest in 
the improvements passed by law, and also under the oovoniuit 
which has been quoted, to the landlord, and wore merely 
relet by him to the formor lessees, who became tenants from 
year to year. It was, therefore, urged that in fixing fair rent 
these should be treated as the absolute property of the land¬ 
lord. Of course Mr. M'Mordio, for the tenant, Mrs. Oump. 
bell, resisted this doctrino; but he ventured upon no argument 
of a legal nature. He told the Commissioners that to hold 
that improvements, actually proved, as these wore, to have 
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been made by the tenants, nevertheless belonged to the land- 
lonl, would bo to aeonso the Legislature of a want of common 
sense. The audience in the Court, which was more numerous 
than on the oponing day, sat silent but eagerly attentive as 
Mr. M'Mordio concluded, and it was evident that a souse of 
die importance of the issues involved in the tleterminalion of 
the question raised possessed every mind. Annmborof the 
neighbouring landlords sat behind their advocate, and on 
either side of tho Court aud far np the body of it were 
gathered mosses of anxious farmers. The Commissioners, as 
if by arrangement, looked one at the other, rose, and filed forth. 
Then for ten minutes there was quick, earnest conversation 
all over tho Court. Many spectators left their seats to confer 
with friends. Voices grew loud in argument, and tho only 
light-hearted mon in the place seemed to bo tho rival advo¬ 
cates. 

In about ten minutes the nsher again oried ‘ Silence,’ the 
mombers of the Court returned, and Mr. Cireor said quietly, 
amidst a deep silence :—‘ Wo have considered this point, and 
we are of opinion that tho tenant is entitled to the benefit of 
the improvements made in this case ; unless Mr. Ovcrend, ont 
the part of his client, con give us evidence that the improve¬ 
ments wore made by tho landlord or his predecessor in title.’ 
Tho apoakor’s voice had hardly diod away before the air 
throbbed with a loud cry of applause from the listening 
tenants, which was repeated, notwithstanding Mr. Grcor’s re¬ 
monstrance, when Mr. M'Mordie declared that if the decision 
were not uphold on the appeal threatened by his opponent, tho 
Laud Act would be a delusion and a sham. Mr. Ovorend, 
however, with tbo utmost mng froul, admitted his laok of the 
required evidence, and then suggested that, to obviate the 
necessity of a ro-hearing by the Sub-Commission, in caeo its de- 
oiaion about tho proof of improvements were overruled on 
appeal, tho Court should fix two alternative rents, one allow¬ 
ing the improvements to the tenant, the other treating them 
as the landlord’s property. This was refused by the Court, 
and tho matter stood over for the hearing of the other eases 
npon the estate. Those wore almost precisely similar in 

a 



inviA.yn rxnF.it run lakh act. 


character. Iu all H waa proved that the tenants had made 
the improvements—buildings, fonceB, drains, and so forth— 
under a covenant to repair and yield up tho improvements ; 
that the landlord had novdr pnid a farthing to improve tho 
holdings; and that the rents had been raised in some oases 
thirty per cent, at the expiration of the leases. The rents 
will not, however, be fixed until every ease lias been gone 
through, but it is as oortain as anything which has not 
happened can ho, that those rents will he reduced again to the 
old figure, or even lower. 

The effect of this decision, in all probability arrived at by 
the application to the facts of certain general principles, 
which it is well known were practically settled some time 
since, at meetings in Dublin o£ the entire body of Commis¬ 
sioners and the chief members of their staff, oan hardly be esti¬ 
mated at once. It will be observed that the Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners to-day gave no reason for their decision. They cannot 
rely upon Section 5 of the Act of 1870, which provides that 
improvements made within a period of twenty years before the 
passing of that Ant should bo presumed to have been made by 
the tenant, for that section (which was, however, mentioned 
to-day in argument) refers only to estates not subject to tho 
Ulatur Custom, and to compensation fey disturbance in the 
holding. Here tho estate was proved to he subject to the 
Ulster Custom; and the occasion was not a disturbance by a 
landlord of tho tenant’s occupation, but an application by a 
tenant to have a fair rent fixed. Again, it was proved that 
these improvements were mostly made before 1850, the first 
of the twenty yearn preceding the date of the Act referred to. 
On the other hand, tho landlord's agent admitted that his 
principal had not expended a shilling in improvements; and 
this fatal acknowledgment had no doubt weight with tho 
Court. Finally, disregarding the express words of tho cove¬ 
nant, the Court may have relied to some extont upon Section 
7 ot' the Aot of 1881, providing first that * a tenant on quitting 
the holding of whioh he is tenant shall not he deprived of his 
right to receive compensation for improvements under the Act 
of 1870, by reason only of tho determination, by surrender or 
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otherwise, of the tenancy subsisting at the time when snch 
improvements were made by such tenant or his predecessors 
in title, and the acceptance by him or them of a new tenancy.’ 
The Sub-Commissioners may have thought that if such im- 
provements belonged to the tenant upon the occasion of quit¬ 
ting a holding, they equally belonged to him upon the occasion 
of his seeking to have a fair rent fixed. Otherwise he would 
be taxed in rent upon his own property in proportion to the 
amount acquired. They may also have attached importance 
to the permission in the words of the third paragraph of the 
same section to ‘ admit, reduce, or disallow altogether such 
claim as to tho Court may seem just.’ But in the absence of 
reasons for a judgment it is difficult to explain, attack, or even 
defend it. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

ARCHDEACON Cl)A WFORD'S CASES. 

IJidLi ast : Friday Night, November 4. 
Yesterday wsh spent by the Assistant Commissioners in a 
manner for judges somewhat unconventional. The President, 
Mr. Greer, who was suffering from a cold, and moreover had 
already examined the character of Archdeaaon Crawford’s 
estate at Carnmoney, did not go out. But at half-past nino 
in tho morning, Commissioners Ross and Baldwin rattled 
along the smooth broad road to tho village, the Professor, as 
usual, in tho highest spirits, in spito of the drizzling rain, and 
of tho mist which hung over the loch to tho right, veiling tho 
richly cultivated mountain slopes. On reaching Mrs. Camp¬ 
bell's house, the Commissioners dismounted, and began forth¬ 
with, on ono of the muddiest, dreariest spots in Ireland, a 
careful examination of the soil, tho subsoil, tho fences, or 
rather clay walls, the drains, crops, weeds, farming imple¬ 
ments, byres, piggeries, outhouseB, and finally the homosteads. 
By three o'clock all had been completed, but in the meantime 
many moving accidents of flood and field had happened. The 
ground was thoroughly sodden ; the ditches wore wide, and 
full to the brim, and mnd walls were high; but, nothing 
daunted, tho new judges, although differing in age and tem¬ 
perament, showed equal daring and agility to tho wondering 
farmers who followed them. On one occasion Professor Bald¬ 
win jumped into threo feet of water, and in consequence of 
the mishap was beheld, when he emerged from the nearest 
farmhouse, in garments other than his own. He, however, 
evinced everywhere a minute and accurate acquaintance with 
agricultural matters, which, in combination with the learning 
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and urbanity of the President, and the quick practical intelli¬ 
gence of Mr. Ross, must give special value to the decisions of 
the second Sub-Commission. 

The two gentlemen were not back at Belfast until four 
o’olock, and it became impossible to visit Mr. Tenuont's estate 
at Daudouald, in County Down, as had been originally in¬ 
tended, by daylight. The indefatigable Professor, however, 
chartered one of the six hansoms of Belfast, and went out five 
miles to tell the representatives of Mr. Teunent, and the 
farmers who had assembled to meet the Court, that the visit 
of inspection must he delayed until next morning. This act 
of thorough courtesy would of itself have made the Professor 
popular in the neighbourhood, hut the people have now still 
better reasons to bloss his coming. I took the opportunity 
yesterday of examining olosely two of the farms on this 
property of Mr. Tennent, being accompanied by the agent, 
Mr. Fox, and by the occupiers. One may say, with respect 
to the four holdings in quoation, that there was no uniform 
quality of cultivation. Some fields were more effectually 
drained, and some patches better kept than others. The 
holding of Robert Cooper is on ono of the Holywood slopes. 
From the dirty brokon loop road or lane running into the 
highway, it ascends in a loug strip over the hill, at a gradient 
of perhaps oue in five, n neat little farmhouse dividing it from 
the loop road. It covers abont nineteen and a half statute 
acres, of whioh one is laid out as a market garden near the 
house, for growing oclery, carrots, cabbages, Brussels sprouts, 
potatoes, and mangold wurzels. By the Bide of the farm 
road were a plough and grubber of the latest construction. 
A slender streamlet runs murmuring down the declivity 
in a glen or ravine, clothud with thorn bushes and water 
plants. By the side of it we walked to a large field of about 
four acres. From this a orop of oats had beon recently 
taken. The soil was wet and poor, of a sandy loam character, 
with red indurated subsoil. Surface water had collected in 
some placeB, and no one could doubt that it was insufficiently 
drained. The downfall was quite enough to oarry off any 
quantity of water, and effective drainage is so easily done 



Sti Til ELAND UNDER THE LAND ACT. 

either with sods, stones, or, better still, large ashes, that there 
can be no excuse for snob a state of things, especially as stones 
are easily procurable in this neighbourhood. The surface of 
the field, moreover, was fonl with oonch grass and other weeds. 
There are several fields on the estate treated, or rathor 
neglected, in the way. On the other hand, there is land, as in 
the case of Mr. Shepherd, another of the tenants, which has 
heen skilfully drained and workod; and in the oase of Cooper 
it should be remembered that he is eighty-one years of age, 
and has only a single 1 hand ' to help him in labouring his 
plots. Tho old man told the Court on Wednesday how ho 
had managed barely to subsist on tbe old rent of 182.; bn h 
that on the very first gale after it had suddenly been raised in 
1875 to 301., ho had been oompellod to sell his best cow to 
meet tbe payment. Since then be had mot recurring gales by 
borrowing, or selling stock. Only the day before, he had re¬ 
ceived a letter from his son in Australia ‘ with a ton-pound 
note in it,’ which he bad already remitted to the agent. Ho 
was obliged to work in tbe wet, he said, with broken hoots ; 
and the only flesh he could ever eat was a little American 
bacon, now and then. The result of tho investigation by the 
Commissioners into his case has been that he will now have to 
pay but two-thirds of his previous rent, and that he may per¬ 
haps be able, for the future, to sit by his fireside on wet days, 
and rest his old bones. 

At a little before ten o’olock this morning tbe Sub-Com¬ 
missioners took their seats upon the bench, and delivered a 
judgment, or rathor award, in tbe cases of Arohdeacon Craw¬ 
ford’s tenants, at Cammoney, which, as tbe deliberate act of 
a strong Sub-Commission, fully aware of the responsibility 
cast upon it, is likely to create some excitement among the 
landlords. That it was deliberate, and by no means intended 
as a sop to agitation, was made abundantly clear by the de¬ 
cision given later in the day, in tbe cases of the Dundonald 
tenants. It will he seen that the average per-centage out off 
the old rents is about what I have from the first maintained 
to be probable in these oases—namely, 25 per cent. The 
first batch of cases, as already mentioned, were from tli 
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estate of the Yen. Archdeacon Crawford, at Cam money, about, 
seven miles to tho north-west of Belfast. Tho real proprietor 
is his wife, who is owner for life. In 1842 the trustees exe¬ 
cuted louses of tho farms for twenty-one years to the fifteen 
holders at comparatively fair rents. The Archdeacon then 
went to labour in Australia, leaving the control of his ostates 
entirely to Mr. Mucanliffo, his agent. This gentleman bears 
tho character of an honourable and upright man ; he certainly 
is very foarluss and outspoken. Ho admitted in Court, that 
ho had not seen tho landlord for twenty-six years; that the 
landlord hud not spent a shilling upon the property; and that 
if tho tenants had declined to pay tho increased rents ulti¬ 
mately put upon the property they would have boon evicted. 
In. 18G6, after tho determination of the leases, Mr. Macauliffe, 
by the directions of Mr. Andrew Crawford, the Archdeacon’s 
brother, employed two valuers to go ronnd and revalue tho 
estate. Tho result was a very large raising of rents, causing 
great suffering and discontent among the tenants. One valuer 
is still alive, but he was not called as a witness, and this 
omission evidently weighed very seriously with the Court, 
which is presided over by an experienced lawyer and advo- 
cato. The ovidonce, however, of such valuers as were called 
was singularly confused, and ovon contradictory. Much 
commotion was caused by the pertinacious attempts of Pre- 
feasor Baldwin to make each of these experts point out the 
Rteps by which he had arrived at his conclusion; and at Inst 
Mr. M‘Mordie, the tenant’s solicitor, showed genuine signs of 
alarm, and vehemently assorted that the task of explaining or 
analysing a course of reasoning, could not fairly be imposed 
upon Ulster valuers, and that it had never been put upon 
them ovon by the muoh-abused County Court 3 udgos. Thus 
baffled, the Professor was driven to the plan of the complete 
aud searoliing valuation which he, from his speoial experience, 
has been able to effect, but which may nob bo possible or 
advisable in the cose of evory Sub-Commission. The great 
point for the landlord, however, in the eases of Archdeacon 
(Irawford’s tenants, was that the improvements on the land 
having reverted to him upon the expiration of the leases, he 
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had merely relet them, and was still in the eye of the law the 
cnvuor of them as well as of the land. Mr. Greer, in giving 
judgment upon this point, prndently avoided giviug any 
reasons for the decision. Professor Baldwin, a layman, 
has frankly avowed his reasons, and whether his plain avowul 
will help or injnro the tenants’ cause on appeal remains 
to bo seen. Tho Professor, of course, routs his view of 
the Act upon the famous f)th Snb-Section of tho 8th 
Clause, which enacts that ‘no rent shall bo allowed or 
made payable in any proceedings under this Act in re¬ 
spect of improvements made by the tenant or Tub prede¬ 
cessors in title, and for which, in the opinion of tlio Court, tho 
tenant or his predecessors in title shall not have boon paid or 
otherwise compensated by tho landlord or his predecessors in 
title.’ If tho Professor’s reading be oorreot, then this elanso 
practically transfers a large amount of visible, tangible pro¬ 
perty, capable of being specifically identified and traced from the 
landlords to the tenants from year to year, in ovory ease where 
the improvements have been made by tho tenants or their pre¬ 
decessors in title during the currency of a lease which has 
expired. There con be little difference between saying that a 
mill is not a man’s property and Baying that lie shall never 
receive any rent for it. The one difference is that the supreme 
landlord of all may suffer. 1 was rather surprised that the 
landlord’s advocate in this caso did not call attention to the 
strange position of the Marquess of Donegal, from whom 
Archdeacon Crawford's wife holds the estate at a fee-farm 
rent. Ought not tho Marquess, as a 1 porsou having an 
intorest,’ to have been served with notice of the proceedings, 
under Rnlo 48 ? It is easy to imagine cases whore the chief 
HPonrity for the fee-farm rout may bo tho rout received in 
respoot of improvements by tho immediate laudlord. 1 

The facts of the next caso were very similar. Mr. Tonnent, 
the present landlord, was not responsible for the sudden and 
unreasonable raising of the rents, which took place during his 

1 Tha Oimmissionors liars sines issued a rule, requiring service of 
notico upon the landlord, in such coses. 
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fatbor’s lifetime. 1 Tbo names of tbo tenants, tbeir valuations, 
and tbe different rents are as follows:— 


Archdeacon Grawfnril's Exfate. 


Tenant 

1 Val tuition 

Olil Unit 

Hr.-. 

nt ni*ut 

N«*vt .Imiiiitit 
IU'iit, fi»r Ifi 

jt uii 


1 ‘ c 

A. 

d. 

£ t. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

tl. 

4 

S, ij, 1 

A. 8. Campbell 

1 « 

0 

0 

5 16 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

8 e 

J. Joseph Bell . . 

' 45 

16 

0 

37 0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

30 

12 d 

Rolierl If orcou . . 

23 

0 

0 

24 5 

0 

38 

e 

0 

20 

13 11 

Margaret JU’AHislor 

Id 

hi 

1) 

13 IS 

0 

22 17 

8 

10 

11 2 ! 

J. M 1 Grain . . . 

41 

a 

0 

47 0 

0 

00 

0 

0 

48 

3 6 | 

John Thonipstm 

20 

0 

0 

22 0 

0 

32 

is 

4 

24 

10 6 

Thomas Lylo . . 

S3 

O 

0 

50 10 

I) 

(>5 

0 

4 

SO 

2 11 

Quo rgo Kidd . . 

11 

is 

0 

10 10 

0 

17 17 

0 

12 

6 a 

Samuel Lyle. . . 

■13 

10 

0 

47 0 

1) 

07 

3 

8 

52 

16 11 

Alexander Cuvier . 

IS 

0 

0 

20 5 

0 

20 

u 

0 

20 

Hi 10 

Joseph 'Williamson 

44 

0 

0 

38 10 

0 

71 

5 

0 

48 

8 O 

Bohurt Konueily . 

11 

10 

0 

10 10 

0 

m 

16 

8 

11 

18 10 

ICliza Cam pi.oil. . 

87 16 

0 

75 15 

0 


18 

10 

59 17 6 

William 'Williamson 

S 

0 

0 

4 0 

0 

4 


6 

4 

2 0 

John Lindsay . . 

1 19 

in 

0 

23 IS 

0 

32 

6 

0 

23 

4 0 | 


Acreage us shown in Griffith's valuation, 431u. 3r. 30p 


£ t. a. 

Griffith’s valuation, excluding buildings. , . 387 0 0 

Poor-law valuation, including buildings . , , 440 l it 

1’oni prior to 1800 420 10 0 

Bent sinco 180G. 040 17 4 

Judicial rent.473 14 8 

Reduction. 108 2 111 


In tt'U revised rent the landlord pays half tho county teas, eipinl to 
li. in the pound. 

Mr, Tenvmt'x Estate. 

Tonant, Robert Cooper; old rent, 18Z.; present rent, 30?.; 
valuation, 27Z. 10s.; judicial rent now fixed for fifteon years, 
20Z. 18#. Id. The following shows the aggregate result on the 
property ;—Old rent, 80/. 10#.; present rent, 110/.; valuation, 
DC/. It)#.; judicial rent, 01/. 11#. G d. ; reduction, 24/. 8». OiZ. 

Th(we decisions, it Head not be pointed out, are practically 
conclusive upon the chief question of all. Hencoforth the 
1 The facts of this case ore reported in the Appendix. 
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rare of rack-renters has ceased to exist. It was onrions to 
notice that in the first group of cases the Commissioners would 
give the ten an la uo costs. Mr. M'Mordie, with much ability, 
and even eloquence, remonstrated against this ruling, and in 
the aecond batch they were allowed; although it cannot he said 
that any fact was proved npon which a distinction could bo 
drawn between the first and second batches. The great and 
obvious objections to refusing costs tn sncecssl'ul tenants, un¬ 
less they have first tried to arrange umltors nt the agent’s 
office, is that it puts itintotho power of an unscrupulous agent, 
to cheat the tenants out of part of tho fnll measure of relief 
intended for them by the Legislature. The greater the excess 
of the ruck-vent over a fair rent, the better eluutco lias tlio 
agent, by skillnl bargaining, still to maintain the rent some¬ 
thing over the fair amount. On the other side, it is obviously 
inhuman to cast the costs of perhaps five hundred snccessfnl 
tenants npon one nnfortnnate hindlord, oosts which are im¬ 
mediately recoverable at law ; especially when it may happen 
that he may lmve received little or no rent for many years 
paBt. 



JJtKLAXD USD Hit THE LAND ACT. 


ill 


CHAPTER XIV. 

THE 00UK BUTTER TRADE. 

Duhlw: Monday, November 7. 

Tnn labourers and ■workers employed at the Cork Butter 
Exohango struck work on Saturday, and this important 
branch of industry was paralysed for the day. No prices 
were issued for tlio ordinary salt bntter market., so that the 
whole trade is thrown into confusion. Over fifty men are 
employed in the Tough man uni work of the concern; classified 
os salesmen, branders, boring men, and the like. Their wages 
range from fiftoen shillings to one pound six shillings por 
weok. Last yonr it was found necessary, ill consequence of 
the general dearth of business, and the short ruccipts of hatter, 
to reduce the wnges of the stuff by 10 por aont. all round. 
Thoy worked at the reduced rate up to July iu the present 
year, when thoy agitated for a return to the old rate. This 
was granted; but thoy reoeutly applied for what tho mon call 
the ‘ Back money,’ which would represent the accumulated 
deductions of 10 per ceut. during tho time thoy were on the 
reduced wages. Tho Committee of merchants refused this 
application, and liencu the strike. 

This atriko is of importance ss bearing upon what consti¬ 
tutes a real farmers’ grievance in Ireland. For many genera¬ 
tions the chief industry of tho people of Munster has been the 
making of hnttor. Tho climate in the Sonth of Ireland is 
temperato all tho year round; them is plenty of rain—too 
much, perhaps, for those wlio have not pasturage—and tho 
soil, lying chiefly in gentle slopes, easily drained, is of the 
consistence and quality requisite for tho production of rich, 
sweet milk. Until some twenty years ago Irish butter was in 
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great demand in tlie western countries of Europe, and was 
sent by sea to distant colonies, in all parts of the world. 
During the last twenty years dairy farming was highly de¬ 
veloped in the Southern Irish counties; and the consumption 
of butter in every civilised country has at the same time vastly 
increased. Yet tho great tvadc that once flowed out from 
Cork has of late boen steadily diminishing in volume, and 
Prench, Danish, Dutch, and American butter of an inferior 
kind engrosses the groat markets. It may be worth while, at 
a time when so many Irish patriots are advocating tho en¬ 
couragement of native manufactures, and when evory person 
employed upon the land must, receive so much aid and benofit 
through the provisions of the new Land Act, to consider the 
eauscB oE the decline in tho Irish butter trade, and the reme¬ 
dies suggested for tho evil—especinlly as what hits to be 
said on tho subject will throw a side-light on some of tho 
causes of the strike which now paralyses the great Irish 
Butter Exolmnge. 

It appeavs that tho groat bulk of the butter produced in 
the South has always boon brought to Cork by the farmers, 
to be there sold and exported. A sufficient reason for the 
existence of this market was that Cork lay in the vary centre 
of the dairy farming district, and was close to tho sea. At 
tho begiuuiug of tho century, and beforo the application of 
steam power to commercial operations, the right to an exclu¬ 
sive nuirket fur butter coining to Cork was given to the 
Corporation; lmt ultimately this right became vestod in an 
Association of merchants, who now by custom enjoy the privi¬ 
lege of receiving and testing all the butter which is sent to 
the city. The Association consists of about fifty brokers, to 
whom the country farmers consign what they make, each 
farmer having but one broker. Tho butter is delivered at tho 
Cork Butter Market early in tiro morning, in quantities 
varying from five hundred to two thousand firkins daily, tho 
busy season bring in October. Inspectors aro provided to 
test the quality ot each oaskfnl; and according to their deci¬ 
sions tho casks aro branded with a mark, dated April in the 
year of examination, and showing the quality of their con- 
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tents—whether first, second, third, or fourth class—with an 
extra classification for the ‘ mild-cured 1 variety. The branding 
being finished by about ten o’clock, the bnyers or exporters 
come into the market, and in a very short time the whole of 
the stock is purchased by them from the brokers. It is then 
removed to the exporters’ warehouses to await shipment. 

How, this system at first sight seems simple, and fair to 
all parties concerned. It is, however, worked under a set of 
rales which are not only antiquated, nnneceBsarily stringent, 
and oppressive to the exporters, but which tend effectually to 
keep down the profits of the farmers. The market is a close 
one, and the object of the rules is to maintain the present 
system, whereby, it is said, vory large fortunes are made by 
brokers and buyers, at the expenso of the struggling agricul¬ 
turists. One of these rules (they are all, by the way, made 
and enforced by a Committee of the brokbrs) is, that no person 
is allowed to enter the Cork Market, either to buy or to sell, 
until ho has signed a bond restraining him from shipping any 
bnttor but what has been packed in tho unwieldy old-fashioned 
firkins. Tho firkins, moreover, must have received the official 
brand already described. The penalty is a fine of ten shillings 
for every firkin shipped which has not boon so branded, with the 
alternative of exclusion from the market. The exporters, there¬ 
fore, havo to purchase, without examination, goods which have 
boon markod by persons entirely ignorant of the requirements 
of the different foreign markets, as to colour, salting, packing, 
and so forth, and who rcduco all imaginable varieties into two 
or three clashes. Ho mattor, for oxamplo, that au exporter 
may have a largo order for highly-coloured butter for London— 
where pale butter, produced on lime soils, is regitrdod with 
ooldnoss—he will thus be baffled, in attempting to satisfy his 
customer, by a most ingenious system of checks. 

The brokers haying all the butter in their own bauds, it is 
obviously to their advantage to olear the market daily, even of 
the coarse, over-salted, sour, or watery specimens which may 
be iuoluded in tho show. They, therefore, fix a price for tho 
* first ’ quality, calculated on the average of the prices paid for 
that quality on the previous day. The exporter, perhaps 
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knowing that the particular butter he wishes to buy has fallen 
to a certain broker, offers him, let us suppose, an advance of 
two shillings per firkin over tho markot price for ‘ firsts.’ 
Immediately a crowd of othor brokers clusters round the 
maker of this offer, and each cries ‘ I have some firkins of 
“ firsts,” which you can have at the advance prioe.’ And 
then, nnloss tho unhappy man will bay all the * firsts * in the 
market, good, bad, and indifferent, at tho price which iH only 
appropriate to tho finest kind, he is not allowed to buy the 
few firkins ho wants at the advanced prioe he has tendered. 
The advantage to the brokers of this course of dealing is 
apparent- at a glance. It ensures to every one of them the Bale 
of inferior ‘firsts’ equally with the more valuable varieties; 
and it is notorious that some brokers—said, however, to be 
not very many in number—have always inferior ' firsts ' on 
band, and but for this rule would suffer well-merited losses. 
The disadvantage to the farmer is oqnally apparent. Butter 
which has been ‘ slashed ’—that is, over-salted to a consider¬ 
able extent—will still pass the inspectors, and, as I have Baid, 
tho bettors originally of inferior taste and quality will neces¬ 
sarily be classed with the finest. A farmer, therefore, has no 
reason for taking pains to make the very host. If he can 
disguise the defects in liis butter with a quantity of salt and 
water, for which salt and water he receives a shilling a ponnd 
or more, that is quito enough for him. The idea that he may 
injure the reputation of Cork butter probably never enters his 
head at all. 

The brokers, of courso, have nothing to complain of. To 
make sure of their trade they combine with it the practice of 
lending money to tho farmers, to stock their holdings, pay 
their rents, and for other purposes. The method adopted is 
tho following. If the farmor wants to borrow 1001. he signs 
a document binding him to repay it, with interest sometimos 
amounting to 10 per cent,, by consignments of butter. When 
be has reduced his debt to 901. by sending in 101. worth of 
butter, he is nevertheless obliged to go On paying interest on 
the original luOl. until it is all paid off. One broker is said to 
lend out 80,0001. a year in this manner, The profits of the 
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brokers, indeed, tvro added to at every tnm. They benefit by, 
first, compound interest on their loans ; secondly, the rebafe ; 
thirdly, a profit ou the firkins snpplied; fourthly, the market 
fees, increased by the practice of scraping off 1 each keg, with¬ 
out payment to the farmor, three or four ounces of bntter; 
fifthly, brokerage of Is. 8 il. per cwfc.; sixthly, the ‘ canting 
currency ’ system, by which an advantage in the broker’s 
mode of payment to the farmer is scoured ; seventhly, the 
broker may sometimes be able to soil an occasional barrel of 
poor butter at higher than market prices ; eighthly, ho may 
now and tben hold the huttor over till next day, or even keep 
it baok for a month, and bo realise bettor prices; ninthly, he 
may be also an exporter, and thns have an interest directly 
opposed to tho farmers. Now, I wish it to be understood that 
a great many of the brokers, being men of hononr and stand¬ 
ing, are not chargeable with the tricks of the trade alluded to; 
but the pi-ncticos complained of exist, and produoe almost 
as much mischief and discredit as if they were general. 

The exporters, in some cases, in order to evade the regu¬ 
lations, have been drivou to establish secret warehouses, in 
the names of othor persons, for the purchase and storing of 
nnbrandod butter, their own promises being liable at any 
moment to the visits of private defectives, or, as they are 
culled, inspectors, employed by the Market Committee. It is 
not wonderful that this mode of evasion is resorted to, when 
it is remembered that the trade is now practically restricted 
to England, and that even there it is rapidly diminishing. In 
many places tho private brands of responsible Irish butter ex¬ 
porters aro preferred to the Cork brand; and this suggests 
one muoli-needed reform, namely, the abolition of the annual 
branding, conducted as it is on obsolete principles. Upon this 
subject it should be also observed that at present, under the 
market brand system, there is a great encouragement to 
speculative as distinguished from natural trado. If an ex¬ 
porter has a thousand kegs of ‘ firsts ’ in October which he 
bought in the previous April he may sell all this butter, 
deteriorated as it will he by keeping, at any moment when 
high prices are obtainable; and will have as good a ohanoe of 
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finding ft customer as his neighbour who lias just bought a 
number of kogs of perfectly now butter, but likewise bearing 
the April brand. It follows that the smaller English dealers, 
disgusted with the semi-rancid grease which turns up now 
and then bearing a Cork brand, will havo nothing to do with 
butter so marked; and those doalors who inquire for it are 
generally large wholesale liousos, buying for purely speculative 
purposes. Another result is the establishment of a number of 
loealmarket s, at snob places as Ki lmallock, Miteholstown, Brnftj 
Newcastle, Traloo, Rathkeale, Killorglin, Lis towel, Sharm- 
golden, Kilfinnano, Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford. 
There is doubtless room for tho exist ence of some of these 
markets—for iustan.ee, the one at Traloe; but the general 
offoct is that tho farmers aro induoed to send the pick of their 
best buttor to the local market, whore they obtain from the 
low buyers attending it a little more, perhaps, than the Cork 
Market prico, less the brokora’ charges, but still a great deal 
less than their batter is actually worth, and would bring, if 
the greet market in Cork Were more skilfully organised, and 
if enterprise were not strangled by old regulations nttorly un¬ 
suited to modern trade. 

The following suggestions, with a view to remedy tho 
evils that have brought about tbo decay, and may accomplish 
the ruin of what ought to he one of tho most profitable ami 
nourishing of Irish industries, may perhaps be considered 
worthy of attention. Now that the Land Act has conferred 
an additional valuo on the dairy farmers’ holdings, tho Banks, 
it Boems, are willing to lend the farmers money for their busi¬ 
ness on easy terms ; and so thoy need not any longer, whenovor 
they want a few pounds, go to their butter broker. They 
would, it is true, find it harder to borrow money from tlio 
Bank for useless extravagance, unconnected with farming 
operations, than From the broker; but that can hardly bo put 
forward as a gri.ovan.ee. The Cork Butter Market must bo 
thrown open, every farmer having accoss to it to sell, and 
every exporter to hay, free from all the vexations, antiquated 
rules which are now in force. The farmers would probably 
find it most convenient to pay a certain toll for each firkin 
sold, and thus tho market expenses would be met. The 
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official brand should bo abolished, and every exporter 
allowed to affix liis own. Tbo brokers, or middle men, would, 
of course, in that character disappear; bnt with their connec¬ 
tion and capital they might easily join the ranks of buyers, 
paying their old customers, however, very much larger prices. 
The farmers who really produced the host butter would, 
under this system, be rewarded with tho highest prices, and a 
healthy stimulus would he thus administered to the trade 
throughout Ireland. Another result of the creation of an 
<ipou market, would probably be the realisation of Canon 
llagot’s dream of a complete factory for the preparation, on 
scientific principles, of such fine Irish fresh butter, by 
machinery, for tho London market as ought, if properly 
packed, to beat every othor kind of butter ont of the field.. In 
fact, Munster should pursue tho policy adopted with such 
remarkable results of late by Holstein, from which the best of 
tho so-called ‘ Danish ’ butter comes. Two-pound and four- 
pound lumps, fresh from the churu, wrapped in spotless 
muslin, lying cool and fragrant in pretty laskuts and boxes, 
could be delivered from Cork to the dealers in London every 
morning within twenty-four hours of their being sent out, at 
a cost for carriage of one halfpenny per pound. One firm in 
Loudon takes twonty tons a week of fresh butter from 
Normandy; and thora is no reason, save tho bad methods of 
preparation and packing now in vogue in. Cork, why tho 
farmers of Munstor should not supply that and many other 
•firms, at a lower cost, and yet ourn a handsome profit on the 
transaction. Then again the consumption of butterine is 
extending and increasing iu all the great towns in England 
and Scotland; and some bnttormeu who formerly woxdd hot 
koep it, can now with difficulty dispose of anything else. 
None of tho foreign butters, however, or of the substitutes for 
butter sold in the English towns, liavo any chanco against the 
pure, fresh product of the rich pasture lands of Munster. The 
following extract from a letter written a few days ago by a 
London firm, paying every month twenty-six thousand pounds 
'Sterling to French farmers for their butter, is of obvious 
interest in connection with this question:— 
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‘Wo liave received somo small consignments of button 
from persons -whom you liavo kindly rocommendod. Wo 
Lave seen enough of the butter to convince us tliat really 
finest quality butter can be made in Ireland; but what is 
•wanted is a businoss or factory, established in tho heart of tho 
country whore fine butter is made, to take it up and put it 
into proper form and shapo, and forward regularly to tho 
Loudon market, instead of coming in at unknown times, in 
odd quantities of a firkin or two hero and tlioro. Wo want 
to depend on regular supplies, in fifties to hundreds of casks 
daily. Wo should then establish a regular connection and 
trade for this butter.’ 

It is curious that this real Irish farmers’ grievance has 
nevor, so far as one can discover, been brought forward in tho 
Imperial Parliament, whore so many patriotic spokesmen of 
tho Irish Agriculturists sit. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

THE COURTS ARE THE COUNTRY. 

Dudijk, Thursday Night, November 10. 
Hitiiiikto the landlords have certainly not held their own 
before the Courts of First Instance. It was generally be¬ 
lieved by the tenants that the Assistant Commissioners would 
do greater things for them than the County Court Judges— 
those aggravatingly precise and pedantic expounders of 
generous legislation—could be expected to do. The simple 
faith of the tenants lias been already justified. It was not to 
bo expected that gontlcmen who were notoriously appointed 
to their offices upon the assumption that the existing scale of 
rents was too high, would stultify themselves by approving 
it, and straightway affixing their brand-new seal to it. But 
tho landlords were not altogether prepared for the ‘leaps 
and bounds 5 oxceutod by successive Snb-Commissions over 
vonerablo doctrines and maxims of the law. Sub-Commission 
Ho. 1, at Gastleblayney, reduced a rental by a considerable 
amount, but refused costs, on the ground that the tenant had 
not, like an honest man, attemptod to obtain lower terms from 
tbe agent bofore taking advantage of the Act. At Belfast, 
also, a large reduction was ordained in tho rental; the 
ruling about costs was arbitrarily broken through, and two 
very staggering decisions upon points of law were recorded 
against the interests of landlordism. 

The Limerick Commission was lato in the field. It was 
presided over by a Queen’s Counsel of established reputation, 
and the astonished landlords, plucking up a litdo courage,' 
applied a portion of their capital in commissioning another 

a 2 
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Qticoa’a Counsel of established reputation to go clown and 
keep him. in ordor. Tho result must have painfully dis¬ 
appointed, but finally convinced them. Mr. Enright, the 
tenant before the Limerick Commission, hod the enjoymout of 
some excellent meadow laud, so near to Limoriok that it 
would popularly, although incorrectly, be described as a ‘ town 
park,’ During a docadc he industriously cut hay twice a 
voar, never attempting to interfere with tho original fertility 
of tho soil by the newfangled invontion of mauuring; and 
upon tho passing of the Land Act he was tho first man in 
Court to claim a substantial abatement of tho rent. In his 
v i,so tho Commissioners doubled tho reduction effected by tho 
Belfast Commission in the rents payable by the wretched 
tenants of Archdeacon Crawford and Mr. Tonnont; and they 
are thus, until new Sab-Commissions havo an opportunity of 
relieving the oppressed tenants, the heroes of the hour. 

The moral effeot of these oarlier decisions is partly to bo 
lookod for in the action of other Sub-Commissions, hut 
chiolly in tho attitude thereby produced towards the Land 
Court in the minds of the tenantry who havo uot yet oome in 
to have a fair rent fixed. Such prizes as these at tho first tarn 
of tho judicial wheel will indubitably set the whole nation 
gambling. The demoralisation of tho rent-paying massos, 
ulroady offooted by the teaching of the League—au ovil 
which I have myself heard high dignitaries of the Catholic 
Church acknowledge and deplore—will lead every man of 
them who has a spies of Irish adventnronsness to try his 
luck. Already there are over twonty-two thousand applica¬ 
tions recorded, and by tho 12th, the last day allowed as tho 
‘ first occasion' of the Court Bitting, a prodigious incroaso in 
tho number of these proceedings may be expected. 

I havo been shown a letter, from which it appears that a 
large number of tenants were about to rush into Court under 
tho impression that all possible benefits to them under tho 
Aot wonld be for ever abandoned by delaying their resort to 
tho Commission after the 12th. It is a remarkablo fact, for 
which I can vouch, that since the arrest of the promoters of 
the test-case system the number of applications from certain 
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counties deeply steeped in Lnnd-Leagaism—for example Clara 
—Las largely increased. Tho proportion of the total number 
of eases, however, still remains very much what it was when 
this subject was last adverted to. 

At the same time, it is rather discouraging to hear that 
Tipperary and Cork, which counties Mr. Egan would pro¬ 
bably consider patriotio par cvullenm, are still hanging back. 
The reason of this symptom is not far to seek. In tLeso 
countios terrorism prevails to such an extent that violenco on 
tho part of the terrorists is almost unnecessary. The follow¬ 
ing intimation, which has jnst been served upon the tenants 
of a southern estate, is copied from the actnal document found 
by one of them under his door. It is written in a feigned 
hand, the nouns occasionally dignified with capitals, and tho 
wholo unpnnctunted:—‘ Take Notice.—Any man of tho 

townsland of-that will pay his rent without consulting 

his neighbours will bo visited by Captain Moonlight.—From 
a Qaltee boy.’ The service of this document was perfectly 
effectual, and a copy of it from each tenant was all the rent 
that tho agent received on his rounds last week. 

I have jnst received the answers of a number of well-in¬ 
formed agents in various counties to certain questions bearing 
upon the state of the country. These gentlemen manage 
properties in all the disaffected or disturbed districts in. 
Donegal, Mayo, Galway, Clare, Limerick, Cork, Tipperary 
and Waterford. The substance of the answers given may bo 
thus epitomised. A few landlords have, in consequenco of 
the action of the Government in arresting Mr. Parnell and 
his colleagues, received rents which they believe they would 
not have done bat for those arrests, and they are correspond¬ 
ingly grateful. A much larger number have received no 
rout, neither do they expect io get any} and tboy attribute 
their misfortunes, first, to tho long delay of the Government, 
■wheroby the influence of Mr. Parnell grew into something 
invincible; and secondly, to the irritation produced l)y the 
execution of the arroBts at the very moment when the tenants 
had in their pockets the means of revenge, namely, the 
p'oceeds of the harvest not yet paid over. It is ndmiltod 
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that Mr. Gladstone’s intentions were good; bnt the landlords 
appear to regard him as the hermit in the fable looked upon 
his faithfnl bear, which waited till a tronblesomo gnat settlod 
upon tho noso of his sleeping master', and then annihilated 
the insect and tho organ together with one tremendous but 
ill-timed blow. Little effect is, however, as yet, attributed 
to the ‘ No Rent ’ manifesto in stepping tbe payment of tbo 
sums due. 

In some parts, it seems, secret meetings tako place botwocn 
small numbei'S uf Leaguers; bnt it is obvious tliat these 
may well bo of a harmless character, brought about by tho 
instinct which moves men afflicted with a common mis¬ 
fortune to sit together and bowail their sad case. But these 
meetings are certainly significant in ouo or two instances 
in which they have been accompanied by actual throatonings 
to those formers who were reasonably suspected of au inton» 
iion to pay their debts. It wonld appear from all accounts 
that tho number of malcontents is very small, and that they 
are not usually connected with the place at which they meet. 
Indeed, it is questionable whetlier more than one or two of tho 
tbreateners and outrage-workers are at presont deprived of 
their much-abused liberty. Bat it is obvious that a uinglo 
outrage, like the murder of poor Leary neav Mallow, must 
send a slnver of apprehension over an ontire county, It is 
an argument with thoso who would maintain tlio ancient 
institution of capital punishment, that ten executions a year 
keep twenty millions of .Englishmen from doing what the 
culprits did; and in the samo way two or three murders of 
rent-paying funnel's aro quite sufficient to deter most of their 
fellows from following their example. I may say that I know, 
in some oases from their own lips, coupled with close observa¬ 
tion of thoir characters, that to the loaders of the Lan d 
League movement any outrage committed either upon mum or 
beast, for any cause whatever, is as abhorrent as it could bo to 
Mr. Bright himself. 

The expectation expressed upon a former occasion, that 
a numtier of landlords would, upon the sitting of the superior 
Courts, commence proceedings for their arrears, has been 
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unfortunately fulfilled. Largo numbers of writs have been 
issued already; tlie Emergency Committeo anil tbe Property 
Defence Association are making ready for sharp work, and 
tbe natural results in ill-feeling, rioting, and violence may bo 
looked fov. Tbe landlords apparently Lave nothing to expect 
in tbo way of compensation from Parliament. Tbo fact that 
no statesman of importance lias declared any intention of 
pressing their claims to reimbursement, or a kind of ‘ general 
averago ’ payment, in tbe legal sonse, by society, for the peace 
of the realm, which tlieir Iosrcs aro to ensure, is a sufficient 
discouragement to them. And U2 >0n this conies tbe decision 
of Professor Baldwin, that the valno of a holding, in the hands 
of the existing tenant, whether lame, infirm, idle, or drunken, 
it will be just tho same, is all the Court has to consider in 
fixing a fair rant, and nob the potential fertility of tho soil 
in tho hands of a competent agriculturist. The reasoning of 
the Professor, who is admittedly a slirowd and koen-witteil 
man, is tolerably apparent. He finds a man an invalid, 
without knowledge of faming occupation, hut entitled by law 
to a proprietary interest in his farm, and he knows thut the 
man cannot be driven out of the bolding, because public 
opinion, tho strongest of all forces, prevonts a more capable 
neighbour from taking his place. Tho Assistant Commissioner, 
therefore, making the best of the situation, and remembering 
that ho is an arbitrator, nob a judge, fixes a rent which, in 
ilr. Justice O’Hagan’s words, will allow the tenant to * live 
and thrive.’ Nevertheless, the (loctrino laid down may have 
undesirable consequences. It is hard onough upon a landlord 
that tho misfortunes of his tenant, who by virtue of this 
decision is assumed to be his partner, should be visited solely 
npon him, and not, as in ordinary cases, upon the community 
at largo. He may think it unreasonable that ho is called npon 
to pay a tax augmenting with the vices, the ignorance, or 
the procrcativencss of lus tenant. I saw, the other day, in 
the south, of Ireland, a woman who had borne twenty-one 
children to her husband. The poor man had a small holding, 
and was, always, of course, in difficnltiea Supposing that 
her husband gets a fair rent fixod, proportioned to the number 
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of months he lias to feed upon his little patch, he will be 
immediately asked to sell upon the twenty-one children 
rental to n sharp fellow without encumbrances, who may 
thus expect to make a Tery good thing indeed out of tho 
transaction. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

sunmisiFct vEcmoxs. 

Driu.iy, Tuesday Sight, Novsmlor 15. 
The four Sub-Commission Courts have now sal for about a 
fortnight in various parts of the country, administering, each 
according to its light, the complicated and intorminglod prin¬ 
ciples of the two great Gladstonian Codes of Land Law. The 
utmost pains were vory properly taken to ensnro a measure of 
uniformity in the jnstico to bo administered by the now 
Tribunals. Meetings were held, questions discussed; hut 
sufficient allowance was not made for the principle of competi¬ 
tion, or, shall wo say, of generous rivalry in redressing the 
wrongs of an oppressed people, certain to actuate their 
Worships—for so tire Assistant Commissioners are properly 
stylod—at their first sotting out. The most fluent, if not 
always the most learned, member of the tribunal has in each 
case specially put himself in the forefront of liis colleagues, 
and laid down doctrines which woro so stated as to attract 
and receive both tho direct anil plunging fire of adverse 
criticism. In two instances the doctrines laid down have 
already boen withdrawn. Professor Baldwin undoubtedly 
formulated tho principle recently quoted by Lord George 
Hamilton, from my letter of the 1st inst., that such an acci¬ 
dent as the propinquity of a manufactory was beside the 
question in determining the value of land to tho tenant—in 
other words, that such an unearned increment belonged 
wholly to the tenant, no part of it to tho landlord. The 
Professor also laid it down in another case, that the value of 
the holding to the occupying tenant was alone to be con¬ 
sidered in fixing the fair rent. This inconsiderate dictum 
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was, of course, immediately exposed and denounoed in the 
newspapers, and the Professor 1ms been moved to Lay down 
for his future guidance the exact opposite of his former views. 
He will now, he says, consider, in fixing the rent, tho capooity 
of tho land in tho hands of a tenant of average ability and skill. 
Mr. M'Carthy, on the 'Western Sub-Commission, in the 
atLempt to urgo an impetuous course through ‘tho law’s 
delays,’ has already stumbled twice and boeu picked up, not 
without suspicion of scolding, by tho Chief Commissioners. 
.First, as a background (o a pretty compliment to his col¬ 
leagues, ho pronounced a condemnation of the ontiro race of 
paid valuers. Ignorant, venal, and untrustworthy as some 
valuers are, there arc plenty of men to be had of eminont 
honour and profound acquaintance with the value of land; and 
I am convinced, that if this Act is to give lasting satis¬ 
faction, such men mast be generally employed by tho Sub- 
Commissions, under the power conferred upon them by Section 
37". .Tndgo O’Hngan has repudiated tho slight offered to 
valuers by Mr. M‘Carthy; and, considering the alarm and 
discontent creatod among landlords by the awards thus far 
pronounced, it may bo hoped that Mr. Mnwougli O’Brion, 
whose duties in tho Sale Dopai’tment of tho Commission aro 
at present confined to matters of mere routine, and whoso 
reputation us a valuer is second to none in Ireland, will bo 
entrusted with tho formation of a corps of ‘independent 
valuers,' to accompany the Sub-Commissions and report upon 
the lands in dispute. 

Mr. Kane, Chairman of Sub-Commission Ho. 1, has given 
a quei-d iouablo judgment at Monaghan. Tho facta are those:—■ 
In 1878 Peter M‘llroy was ejected for non-payment of rent, 
and the claimant, the son, pending tho six months allowod 
by law for redemption, vros allowed to occupy tho land. Eight 
months after the termination of tho tenancy tho claimant was 
admitted a yearly tenant, nnder a new agreement. How, tho 
7th Section of the Act of 1881 provides that a tenant, on 
quitting the holding of which he is a tenant, shall not bo 
deprived of his right to receive compensation for improve¬ 
ments under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, 
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by reason only of tho determination by surrender, or other¬ 
wise, of the tonancy subsisting at tlio tixno when such improve¬ 
ments ■wore made by such tenant, or bis predecessor’s in title, 
and the acceptance by him, or thorn, of a now tenancy. 
Where in tracing a title, for tho purpose of obtaining com¬ 
pensation for improvements, it appears that an outgoing 
tenant lias surrendered liis tenancy in ordor that some other 
person may be accepted by tbe landlord as tenant in bis place, 
and suoli other porson is so aoooptod as tenant, the outgoing 
tenant shall not bo precluded from being deemed tbo prede- 
cesssor in titlo of the incoming tenant by reason only of such 
surrender of tenancy. The claimant’s caso was that his 
father lmd made improvements; that the father was bis pre¬ 
decessor in title, and that he (tho claimant) was consequently 
ontitlod, under Hcaly’s Clause, to havo his rent reduced in 
respect of such improvements. After confessing that ho was 
not familiar with tho Ulster enstom, Mr. Kane held that tho 
break in tho titlo was not sufficient to destroy tbo right of tbo 
tenant. Now, although tho case was a hard ono, and not oven 
tbo landlord can seriously grndgo to tbo claimant tbo benefit 
of his father’s labour’s, I observe that in Mr. Kane’s own 
work upon the Act of 1870, the following caso is noted:— 
‘ Where the father of tho claimant hold tbe holding under a 
lease which expired while the claimant was in possession, and 
afterwards the landlord mado a new express letting to the 
claimant, that tlio father was not a predecessor in title of tho 
claimant.’ The judgment in this caso was upheld on a 2 >poaI, 
and is still law: and in any oveut it is obvious that the learned 
Assistant Conunissiouor’s written and spoken opinions do not 
agree. 

But the most surprising judgment of all has been pro¬ 
mulgated to-day by the Honthorn Bub-Commission, sitting at 
Limeriok. James Blake sought to have a fair rent fixed for a 
holding of lillago laud, under Lord Clarina, situate in the 
county Limeriok. Tbo acreage amounted to about tliirty- 
eight statute acres, tbe valuation was 4J?,, and tbe rent 
oil?. 13 s. Tlio Iettiug was first mado so long ago os 1827, at 
60?. per annum. This was paid by tho tenant's father down 
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to 1887, "when it was reduced to oOZ. In tlie following year 
21.11s. was added to the rent, on account of the tithe-rent 
apportionment; and from that day to this, a period of forty-three 
years, the last rant of o'21. 11s. has been regularly paid. lVo 
houses and offices had been erected, and drains constructed by 
the tenants; but the landlord had contributed slates and timbor, 
equal to half the expense of building, to the honsos, and had 
allowed for the drains. The evidence showed that the land 
was worth even more than the sum which had thns boon paid, 
without question, for nearly half a century. The Sub-Com¬ 
mission, however, reduced it, without calling in question the 
conduct of Lord Clarina, to the level of the valuation, 
namely 41/. 

The consequences of this alarming decision to the un¬ 
fortunate landlord must lie most serious; but the principle 
established is of infinitely greater importance. It was hinted 
by the Ministry over and over again, when the Land Bill wok 
passing through Parliament, that only rack-renters were 
aimed at by tbe moasure. No one supposed that a rout 
acquiesced in, and paid for generations, was to bo arbitrarily 
cut down by a sixth, and a landlord’s income correspondingly 
diminished by similar reductions in the rents of liis remaining 
farms. Only the other day a statesman of the highest reputa¬ 
tion for sagacity—a quality conspicuously evincod in the 
timely sale of liis Irish estates as soon ns he had them at liifl 
disposal-—calculated that over two-thirds of Ireland rents had 
not been raised for many years, and therefore would not bo 
lowered. It is now evident that all Buoh caloulations must 
be flung aside, and the landlords must face the unpleasant 
fact that their fortunes, and in very many coses thoir liveli¬ 
hoods, aro at tho mercy of the first roving Sub-Commission 
that may approach their domains, each Commissioner, more¬ 
over, burning to distinguish himself as a redresser of agrarian 
wrongs, and armed with tho utmost powors tho law can 
confer. 

Another question suggested by this docisiou is tho offeot it 
will have upon tho tenants who have nob yet come in. Seven, 
Sub-Commissions are now appointed, and more are expected 
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to be formod ; bnfc twenty will not snffice if these awards be 
upheld on appeal. An appeal lias already been lodged in 
the case roferrod to, and it is now settled that the Commis¬ 
sioners, who are most anxious that their representatives shall 
not overstep the scope and provinco of the Act, will make 
every arrangement in their power for speedily rehearing all 
important cases. I may here state in the most positive 
manner that tho suggestion, to the offecfc that tho Commission 
had packed the lists with the earlier cases, with a view to 
securing opportunities for large reductions of rent at the 
opening of their business, is entirely baseless. The manner 
in which the charge was made has cansed much pain; and 
tho slightest inquiry into tho necessary method of procedure, 
would have shown that tho supposed shuffling of applications 
was impossiblo. Applications continue to pour into the Com¬ 
mission offices, although in diminished volnmo. It is dear 
that even tho augmented staff of Assistant Commissioners is 
quito inadequate to deal with the enormous number of cases 
now entered, in every ono of which the applicant will domand 
a separate hearing and argumont. Thero is one plan by which 
mnoli difficulty, expense, and time might bo Raved. The 
Government might advise the Lord Lieutenant to appoint a 
sufficient number of tho County Court jndgos to he temporarily 
Assistant Commissioners under the Act, and associate with 
each of them, in order to recommend them to tho confidence of 
tho people, two Assistant Commissioners—not mere assessors, 
hat possessed of equal power. One great advantage of such 
a plan would bo that each Sob-Commission, so constituted, 
would have at its head an experienced judge, accustomed to 
the working of the Act of 1870. Ho would cortainly not 
commit any of tho errors attributable to some members of tho 
■existing Snb-CommissionB, and at the same time, if he took an 
unduly technical or harsh view of a case, he would be over¬ 
ruled by his two colleaguos. 1 

It doos not yet appear that much rent is coming in. Prom 
inquiries mado of certain gentlemen well qnalified to judge, I 

1 This suggestion was, I believe, considered, by the Law Officers of the 
Government, and pronounced to be hardly in accordance with tho Act, 
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can say that outside Ulster, hut a small proportion, certainly 
not a tenth, of the autumn routs has been paid. On ostato 
after estate there is tho samo story. Tho tenants demand 
large redactions; the agent, being -without authority, declines 
to allow thorn, and the rosult is that no rent at all is rocoivod. 
This is the account heard from Galway, Kilkenny, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Carlow, West Meath, Wexford, Longford, King’s 
County, Kildare, Waterford, and even Dublin. Affairs are 
rather better of late in Sligo, Roscommon, Mayo, and parts of 
Longford. Tho following, copied from a document, has just boon 
received by a Galway agent:—* Sir,—We, the undorsigned 

tenants of-, the townland of-, expect you will exorcise 

your influenco with our landlady in our bohalf to obtain for 
us a fair reduction of our rents; otherwise wo must liavo 
recourse to the Laud Commission Courts.—Nov. 12.’ 

A lamontahlo tale of ontrages comes in daily from tho 
south and south-west, and the district about Mallow is again 
infamously distinguished in this respect. Thoro is only ono 
remedy for such deeds as are commonly done in tlmt part of 
Ilia country. If any feature of Government, even ono so 
venerable and sacred as Trial by Jury, be set at naught and 
perverted, to the danger of the Stato, it must be supplemented 
with something more effectual. 
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CHAPTER XVTI. 

‘ EXGLISH-MJXA GET) ESTATES.’ 

Ballixa, 1’ridoy Night, November 18. 
Me. J. 0. M'Caethy and his colleagues imvo hitherto ruled 
uninterruptedly in favonr of tenants. Prom ono rent they have 
struck off thirty per cent., from anothor fifty, from another 
sixty. But a claim for redaction of rent was made on Wed¬ 
nesday, which it is certain no existing Sab-Commission 
would havo entertained, and whioli the most audacious Par¬ 
liamentary patriot—unless, perhaps, it were Mr. Biggar, in am 
obstructive moment—will hardly include in his rfjmrlmre of 
grievances. Mr. Berosford Taylor, returning from Australia, 
in 1871, with a taste for fanning, and a certain amount of 
capital, took from the Earl of Arran a farm of abont 112 
acres, situate at Baboons, near Eillala, in the oonnty Mayo, 
at a rent of f>7£. 10s., the valuation being 281. 10s. The 
peculiarity in the cose wns that all the improvements on the 
farm—that is, all those works and constructions not resulting 
from ordinary and necessary farming operations, which confer 
an additional, and at least to some extent, enduring value upon 
the holding—had been effected and kept up by the landlord. 
The interesting question of English-managed estates, which 
was for so long and with so much heat debated in Parliament, 
was thus, for, I bolievo, the first time, raised under the Act. 
The provision relating to this point is contained in the 4th 
clause of Section 8, and it requires, in effect, that the impi-ove- 
monts shall have boon made and maintained by the landlord, 
and never acquired by the tenant. If a case be made out by 
the landlord sufficient to call the clause into operation, the 
Court may disallow the tenant’s application to fix a fair rent. 
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The claaso is, by the way, opon to the observation that it 
leaves a rack-rented tenant upon whose holding ouo or two 
petty improvements have been thrown together, and retained 
by the landlord, without dno protection. "But in the prcsont 
case there could be no contention of this kind, and the Court 
gavo a unanimous judgment this morning in favour of Lord 
Arran, in which judgment most luwyors and impartial persons 
among the audience expressed their entiro concurrence. 

The facts, shortly stated, were that Lord Arran, having 
the farm in hand, expended betweon 18. r >4 and 1804 about 
<108/. in improvements. In 1870 a tenant named Hunter was 
admitted, and during his possession of tho property another 
100Z. was paid by the owner for a new house. In 1871 
Taylor took the land, and there was, as the Chairman said 
to-day, * no evidenco that he was badly treated by tho land¬ 
lord.’ Another bill, for the erection of farm buddings, 
amounting to 172/., was also met by Lord Arran, in addition 
to which there is one yet to come in for improvements ordered 
in October last, which ho is to pay. It was also provod that 
the landlord had paid regularly 14Z. a year towards tho Lough 
Hallagh drainage system, benofittiug this farm equally with 
many othors. Tho tenant had done a littlo draining, and had 
paid 12Z. for gales. 

Much interest continues to bo folt in tho decisions affecting 
Miss Florence Knox’s proporty at Fail-field. The average 
reduction effected is about fifty per cunt. Straugo as it may 
seem, tho decisions in this instance have not given satisfaction 
to the tenants concerned, and for several reasons, among 
which may he mentioned, first of all, the fatal gift of making 
pretty, soothing speeches, in which Mr. M'Carthy more than 
any other Assistaut Commissioner excels. Mr. M'Carthy 
is a man of very imposing presence and tho most suavo 
demeanour—a happy mixture, in fact, of Sir William Harcourt 
and Lord Coleridge. He wears a magnificent robe of costly 
poplin, and bis ample shoulders sustain a capo of fine black 
velvet; while the proportions of an unusually lofty brow aro 
veiled under the familiar nntasselled college cap. The great 
purpose aimed at in theso trappings is perhaps a little obscure 
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to English eyes. But Mr. M'Carthy believes that by their 
means he inspires in the minds of the nnrnly peasantry of 
Mayo some amount of respect for the law. What Mr. 
Eorstcr cannot do with all his bayonets, Mr. McCarthy oan 
effeot with a gown of poplin, and a head-dress of mysterious 
cut. With the same object the learned President, before 
beginning his judgment in this case, directed his audionco 
not to appland, oven if the decision pleased them. The result 
of this appeal was that his voice, at the close of the judgment, 
was drowned in a burst of wild, shrill cheering. In the 
conrso of his peroration his Worship, however, pointed out, 
perhaps by way of consoling tho owner of tbe land, first, that 
the newly-fixed jndicial rents still exceeded Griffith’s valuation, 
and, secondly, that the redactions decreed were less than 
those agreed to in two cases settled out of Court hy the same 
lady. These observations were duly digested by his auditory; 
and to-day I hear expressed by the tenants the utmost dis¬ 
satisfaction as to the awards. One man, Cafferky, I was 
informed, had already lodged on appeal to tho Chiof Com¬ 
mission, and the others contemplate taking that step. They 
are warmly encouraged by their BaHinn friends, oBpecially by 
somo of the priests ; and as the case is likely to serve to some 
extent os a guide or standard to other Snb-Commissious in 
tho West and North-West; as disappointment at such sweeping 
reductions is altogether puzzling; and above all, as no record 
of the Assistant Commissioners’ opinion upon the state of tho 
holdings deduced from their visit to them last Tuesday was 
set out in that judgment, I resolved to visit them, and judge 
for myself. 

About noon, in a drizzling rain, I mounted a oar drawn by 
a fleet and handsome mare, directed by trusty old Michael, a 
well-known local charioteer. Opposite me sat an English 
gentleman who is making a rather hurried journey of in¬ 
vestigation, to last, I understand, about three weeks. He will 
first study fully, upon the spot, the causes of Irish disaffec¬ 
tion and suffering; secondly, obtain all necessary information 
from the different classes of Irish society about the effects of 
such remedies as have been applied already, and as many 

i 
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opinions as possible upon the choice of now remedies; and, 
finally, study generally tho essential features ol'Irish characters 
and institutions; allowing, I suppose, a week for each sub¬ 
ject of inquiry. He was courteous and well-informed, and 
liad in my eyos the excellent recommendation of being a 
land agent in England for an estate of some thousand acres, 
and of possessing a practical knowledge of farming. I was, 
thci’eforo, only too pleased to accede to his proposal to aooom- 
patiy me over the holdings I desired to examine. 

It was a day of dreadfal weather. Tho wind hlew in 
gusts all the way. The ruin heat steadily down, and grow 
into a stonn towards evening; bat in spite of these drawbacks 
we made a most thorough examination of everything. 

The effect of tho survey upon our minds was the convic¬ 
tion tluit no more than justice had boen dono by tho judgments 
delivered by tho Sub-Commission. The whole of tho neigh¬ 
bourhood is simply one vast hog, black and hopeless. The 
country for miles round has boen levelled by glacial action, 
and the surfaco farther lowered by some other natural agency, 
perhaps volcanic. Through the bog, where it hud boen cleared 
down, protrnded in soino places tho ghastly stumps of antique 
massive oaks, grouped in clusters, ns they onco stood and 
waved then 1 arms in stately life and leafy beauty. Here and 
there over the hog were dotted tho low whitewashed stonn 
huts of tho miserable tenants whose fathers had squatted 
somo half-ccntury before upon it, and reclaimed it, inch by 
inch, from tho stagnant waters. Round eaoh cottage wero 
two or three little enclosures, carefully fenced in with high 
mud walk, and the necessary drains. Tho crops, of course, 
were taken up, but it was dear that, oxcept 'in one in¬ 
stance, whore a poor man had grown a little rye, tho only 
productions of the soil wero oats, potatoes, and a short wiry 
grass, upon the so-called moodow, which was eaten up 
by weeds, rashes, and other vegetable pests, in inoredible 
quantities. 

The first farm we inspeoted was Toohill’s. The poor man, 
in his unutterably ragged and loathsome attire, would cer¬ 
tainly have drawn a crowd in Drury Dane. From the batfcored 
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ciwtti of his hut to the heel of bin broken brogues, ho was all 
tatters, nnd strips, and dirt. His wretched-looking wife trudged 
after us in the rain a little way, barefooted, bearing a early- 
headed boy on her back, swathed in the only shawl she 
possessed; but she Boon went home, and awaited our return. 
Tho first field reclaimed from tho bog had been used for 
potatoes. It had about sis or seven, inches of black wet soil 
on a rocky subsoil, and might, with proper manuring and 
sufficient labour, have been made profitable. The oat-field 
had about fonr inches of similar soil, bnt poorer, on a hard 
sandy-clay subsoil, almost of a rocky character. The grazing 
land was the poorest and worst I have seen in Ireland. It is 
true that it was not properly drained. Thorough draining is 
almost unknown in this district, and any resort to it would 
infallibly, in past times, havo brought down tho agent with a 
demand for more rent. Bnt tho tenant had inado some rude 
attempts at surface draining, and every ouo of his shallow 
trenohes was quite full of water; while it was evident that every 
yard of the tillage land must have been broken with tho spade, 
for no plough could possibly have been worked upon it. OF 
tho pasture, at loast five-sixths wore covered with weeds, nnd 
such grass as grew could hardly have amused a few geese. 
Tiro house was a kind of barn, warmed with a peat fire, the 
smoko of which was partly diffused in the room, and partly 
sent up an opening over tho place of combustion. The furni¬ 
ture was of about the Druidictil period and standard of 
comfort, though, a few well-washed platos on a ronghly-mado 
clresser looked strangely modern. By the fire was a baby's 
cradlo, and a little room adjoining hold the boys by night. 
All the other buildings and houses, except Cafferky’s, wore 
merely reproductions of that which I have described. In all, 
the land had been saved and reclaimed from tho bog, with a 
patience and persistence whiah would bo admired in the suit- 
marine workers that build up coral islands in mid-ocean. In 
all cases, however, the rent had been ruisod to an unendurable 
height—a poor reward for the industry displayed by the 
tillers—and arrears were the unfailing consequence. Cafferky’s 
holding was drained with far greater skill and suocess than 
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hit! neighbours’. He had the advantage over them of a deep 
fall, into which ho might at once carry his drainage. Ho hud 
also remained unmarried ; he had 1‘om’ strapping brothors and 
sisters; and he has another farm by ■which ho chiefly subsists. 
His father and he hnilt the house and outbuildings, raised 
tho fences, and dug the drains, and still they have n miserably 
small return for tlieir labour. The father, bowed with age, 
but gamvlons, would insist, despite the remonstrances of my 
companion and myself, on remaining uncovered wliilst con¬ 
versing with us. His son had no sooner noticed this than lie 
himself placed tho hat on the old man’s head. In that little 
incident could ho seen, 1 thought, tho springing-up of tho 
first-fruits of sixty years’ just legislation; tho germ of tho 
regeneration of u noble and unhappy race. 
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CHAPTEB XVII r. 

A COMMISSIONERS’ INSPECTION. 

IUixixa, Wednesday, November 23. 

As tho church bell struck ton this morning Mr. Hanghton and 
Mr. O’Shauglinessy, the insi>ectmg members of the Western 
Sub-dDommission, stepped on to a car at the door of their 
hotel, both heavily rugged and coated, after the manner 
invariably adopted by men who have once taken a day's drive 
in County Mayo. A black hag was stowed away under the 
box soat, and their Worships were rapidly driven through the 
narrow streets of the old town, and over the bridge that 
crosses the Moy, into the Toborcurry road. Mr. Beattie, the 
agent of the estate to be visited, followed on a second car, and 
the writer, who was permitted to accompany tho expedition, 
brought up tho rear. As usual, when roally bad weather is 
brewing hereabouts, the sun shone bxilliantly. The country 
people were, in various places, taking the opportunity of re¬ 
constructing their haystacks—ruined by tho terrible storm of 
Monday night—piling up tho wet hay into shape again in 
reckless Hibernian fashion. The road ran for some distance 
by the Bunree, a winding trout stream, which pours its waters, 
clear ns crystal throughout its course, into the turbid flood 
of the Moy, a short distance below the town. The fields 
stretched away in different shades of green and warm brown 
to the sunny slopes of the distant Ox mountains, still veiled 
at their s ummi ts by wreathing clouds. With so charming a 
view, the way seemed short to our destination, which was tho 
part of Mr. Thompson’s estate looking on tho first undulations 
of the Ox range. The owner was brought into Court by 



118 IltKLAXD CXDEH THE LAEB ACT, 

nino o£ his tenants. It was proved that, daring the last 
twenty-fivo years, ont of a small rental, he had spent nearly a 
thousand pounds for the benefit of thoso tenants. Amongst 
other items, there was a sum of about six hundred pounds 
paid to them for making an estate road, chiofly useful to 
themselves, lie had also made some fences, and allowed part 
of tho expenso of the houses and drains constructed by de¬ 
serving tenants, out of their routs; which rents, moroovor, 
wero not as a rule much abovo the valuation. The tenants’ 
cose was that they had all reclaimed their holdings from tho 
bog; that tho different plots wero stripped and rearranged in 
the year 1856 ; that the rents wero then generally raised; that 
they could, not pay the existing routs, being miserably poor; 
and that, whatever tho landlord might huvo ordered, to bo 
allowed to them for improvements, few of them had received 
more than trifling sums on that account. This may be con¬ 
sidered a typical case in tho West of Ireland—ono in whioh 
tho * livo-and-let-live' principle can hardly be appliod without 
injustice, or withhold without hardship and even danger. 

It cannot be too strongly insisted upon that the success of 
the new Act in tho political part of its working dopends 
chiefly upon the reooption accorded to it in tho West. Tho 
Knox coses, which, have been last described, were all ex¬ 
amples of rack-renting. Mr. Thompson is a rich benevolent 
man, with thousands of pounds of income whioh he can spare 
every year, and his tenants aro paying small rents, never¬ 
theless, they arc, as I can testify, unable to pay them, small 
as they are, and yet to exist decently, as people in a civilised 
country should; and tho old problem of Irish wretchedness 
has therefore appeared in this case, with all its stem, rigorous 
conditions unrelaxed hy past legislation, and unsoftonod by 
time, for solution by the new Courts. 

It will be remembered that Mayo, more than the other 
counties in the West, bus always been first to suck in tho 
poison of dangerous agitations. The people hero, amiable 
enough in times of prosperity, are the most excitable and the 
luast reasonable of any when tames are had. If, therefore, tho 
Mayo peasants are dissatisfied with tho Act, it will bo easy 
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for Mr. Parnell and Lis friends to find bore the nucleus 
of a new agitation. It was formerly the custom of our 
English bargees, on purchasing a horse, in view of the ex¬ 
ceeding thickness of the animal’s skin, to beat unchangingly 
upon one spot until a tender place had boon formed, which 
was thenceforth, kept open for the administration of stimulus 
to progress when required. And so upon the misery in Mayo 
agitators havo heen acoustomed from time immemorial to 
play, in the attempt to drive their country in the paths of 
sedition; and nothing can bo more inconvenient to certain 
popular leaders, who must sooner or later ho released from 
confinement, than to find that the old grievances of Mayo 
have disappeared, and that tho cultivators of the soil have 
begun to realise their new stake in the country. 

We saw first William Itnano’s farm, consisting of rather 
over thirtoen Irish acres, the valuation being 47. 10»., 
and the rent 51. 10 s. An oatfield of about an acre was 
bounded by a stream on one ade, and the tenant bad labor¬ 
iously erected a substantial bank of earth to protect his 
crops from inundation. This was nt once noted by tho Com¬ 
missioners. The soil was of a light, hlack, loamy character, 
at loast a foot doep, on a Lnrd gravelly subsoil. The surface 
was thickly strewn with stones, and this neglect was ohserv- 
oblo on every tilled field in every holding inspected during 
tho day. At tho same time, the fences were composed of 
great stones picked by the tenants from their land, and these 
fences, although uncomented, were wide and strong. The 
whole of this part of the estate was once bog, resting on the 
limestone, and has been, piece by piece, reclaimed by succes¬ 
sive tenants. Another throe-aero oatfield of Euane’s had a 
shallower soil, on gravel. A potato field was then walkod 
over, the soil and subsoil being of tho same description; and 
we came next to a pieco of reclaimed pasture, two acres in 
extent. The soil, in parts still boggy, was about six inches 
deep on a very hard subsoil of gravel, hut the grasses were of 
a ooarse, non-nutritious character, peculiar to bog partially 
drained and soiled. The remainder of the holding was a kind 
of furzy heath and morass, on which this industrious tenant 
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Lad already commenced tba process of reclamation by cutting 
a deep drain, 

Onr second visit "was to Thomas Rape’s farm, higher up 
tho mountain. It was nearly eight Irish acres in extent; the 
valuation was 3/. IIP. 2d., aud the rent only 21. 16s. 6<7. 
The tenant had reclaimed the greater part of his holding 
during the past twenty years. Tho first step taken was to 
drain a piece of land, then to pick out the stones and construct 
fences with them. In. the course of this work lie had eomo 
across numbers of great granite boulders, a quantity of which 
still lay confnsedly mixed together at one point. He could 
not remove these by any means as they lay. He had, there¬ 
fore, bnilt tnrf fires upon each of them, and kept np the flame 
until tho boulders cracked into pioees, which could be dragged 
away aud piled in a heap upon some larger boulders too 
inassivo to be thus dealt with. After this, vegetable earth 
was added, with some seaweed; and the tenant commenced 
at once to sow potatoes. The soil of the first potato-field wub 
a deep, moory loam. The potatoes, as is generally the case in 
reclaimed bog, were of a peculiarly white colour. I was hero 
witness to an informal lecture by their Worships, who 
respectively represent, Mr. Haughton the scientific, and Mr. 
O’Shanglmessy the practical sohools in agriculture. The 
potatoes wore small. ‘ When did yon reclaim this ? ’ inquired 
Mr. Haughton. * It's three years gone, your honour,’ replied 
tho tenant. ‘ What did you do the first year with it p ’ ‘ I 

took praties out of it, sorr.’ ‘What the second year?’ 
‘ Praties a,gain, sorr; tho land would not give anything else.’ 
The two Commissioners looked at one another, and expressed 
disapproval of this course. ‘ Did you lime it ? ’ ‘ No, son*; 
but I put the seaweed on it.’ ‘Very good,’ said Mr. 
Q’Shanglmessy, ‘ but yon should have mixed guano with your 
seaweed, and limed it too.’ Then followed a short explana¬ 
tion, given in the kindliest way, of the right method of treat¬ 
ing such soil. At various times during tho day I noticed the 
attempts of tho two Judges to impart a little useful practical 
knowledge of this kind to the farmers; and it was gratifying 
to observe with what keen and respectful attention the peoplo 
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listened to their advice. The soil and subsoil in this case 
were the same ns on Ruane’s farm. The oats, tbo tenant said, 
were weak, and had a tendency to bleach, that is to shrivel 
np and die after reaching a certain stage of development. It 
is probablo that this effect is produced by the presence of 
noxions matters in the subsoil, which, when reached by the 
roots, poison tlio plant. More thorough drainage, affecting 
tho subsoil itself, together with plenty of lime, easily pro¬ 
curable in this neighbourhood, in order to sweeten the acid 
soil of the reclaimed bog, would perhaps remedy this evil. It 
is a serious matter; for an English farmer would, have been 
shocked to soo tho pitifully small stacks of oats Cut from the 
holds, and the thin, light-headed, empty specimens of ears 
pulled from them for examination. It is, however, difficult 
in many instances for a tenant dragging out a shivering 
existence with his family upon a raft-liko patch of firm ground, 
in the midst of the wide, watery waste, to find sufficient outfall 
for his drains, even if he wore to make them. Tho draining 
of thoso vast areas of bog upon systematic plans, adapted to 
tho conformation and varying lovel of tho subjacent clay and 
rock, should obviously bo effected on a great scale, if at all, 
either by Q-overnment, or by a combination of local proprie¬ 
tors. This mothod of draining largo areas together will, I 
am convinced, be the first step in tbo regeneration of tho 
West. 

We now drove to tho farm of two brothers, Harry and 
Anthony Melvin, holding in common. It was a farm of about 
ton Irish aores in extent, exclusive of a portion which the 
Commissioners wont over (when I was with them) on Satur¬ 
day. It was ill cultivated. One field was foul with tho noxions 
‘ buokalau’-weed, and the pasturage was half covored with 
water from, a stream, whioli might easily have been banked 
off, as Ruane had banked off the stream upon his lower field. 
The valuation was 77., and tho rent 71. 8x. Oil. The hrothers 
were very different in appearance and character. Anthony 
was a mild-mannered, good-looking man of about thirty. He 
was, like all these Western tenants, spare of form. I have 
never seen, in the South or West, a .. dnahfap-' 
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chin or a paunch. But still, despite his leanness, Anthony 
was well built, anfl active. Every year, after sowing his 
fields, he leaves the care of them to his wife and children, and 
goes over to the county of Durham. From May until the end 
of August he gets plenty of work from the English farmers, 
receiving 47. 10s. a month wages, his food, and a hed. Ho 
sends nearly all the money to his wife, or brings it back with 
him for tho rent. His brother Harry was a violent, excitable 
Colt, with angxy eyes, red hair, and a high-pitched tenor 
voice. Wo had hardly commenced tho inspection of tho farm, 
before he was quarrelling fiercely with tho agent, whom ho 
denonneod as a liar. Mr. Assistant-Commissioner O’Shaugh- 
nessy upon this bronght him to reason by a stomly-nttcred 
reprimand, and afterwards he did bnt indulge in a growl of 
dissent from all Mr. Beattie’s observations. Ho would not 
allow liis brother to dig the soils for inspection, but snatchod 
the spado from his hand, talking all the time. When Anthony 
once attempted to answer a question, he sharply interrupted 
him. ‘ Will ye whisht, now, while I try to make tho gintle- 
uun sinsible P ’ This surly follow had a child in every respect 
tho opposite to himself in manner and disposition. All over 
tho farm we were followed by little Mary, bis oldest daughter, 
a laughing, bare-footed romp of fourteen, with long tangled 
yellow hair, and the largest of blno eyes. First upon meeting 
ns sbo laid down two milk cans in tho middle of a fiold, and 
stood gazing. Suddenly she disappeared, liko Ariel, return- 
ing in a moment with eight colleens and gossoons, all younger 
than herself; and attended by a large dog. Children and dog 
gathered about ns in silent ouriosity as tho soil was turned 
up and examined, and they accompanied ns, despite all threats 
and remonstrances, over every part of the farm until wo had 
completed the inspection. Mary led the whole tribe of them 
from field to field, clambering over the stone fences with the 
utmost ease, but taking care to keep her troop of ragged 
chembs at a safe distance from her father’s strange visitors. 
All those children were certainly healthy and happy enough. 
Their fathers and mothers indeed looked all the sadder for 
the contrast. It is liko living in a past age to stand for a 
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low minutes in one of tliesc poor men’s cottages. There 
is hut one higli-roofed, windowless room within; and at 
first it is difficult to discern surrounding objects in the dark¬ 
ness. A bright fire of turf burns at ono end, and round 
it sit tho old folks, warming ever and anon their chill, 
trembling hands. Through the smoke gleams the crockery 
on tho never-absont press of (lark wood, next to which 
stands the liumhlo bed, ruddy canopied to koop out the 
treacherous raiu that leaks throngh the rotten thatch. The 
daylight from the open door, half intercepted by a group 
of peeping hoys and girls, touches until tho effect that Rem¬ 
brandt loved, a face here and there discovered in the gloom. 
A young woman, sitting wrapped in a shawl, shows her hnby to 
tlio strangers with smiling pride; and at this moment a 
plaintivo low calls attention to the presence of a cow and her 
heifor at the other extremity of the house, or stable, or what¬ 
ever it may he called. Tho whole scone brings strangely to 
mind an old pictnre seon long years ago of a Jewish Btahle, in 
the days of Romo’s pre-eminence, of a beautiful faco Lending 
over a nowly-hom Infant, and the meok eyes of cnttle peering 
out in the dark background. 

After a short pause for lunch, the Commissioners resorting 
to the mysterious black bag, wo proceeded to tho holdings of 
Anthony Bulkin, Thomas Darken, Patrick Jndgo, John 
Judge, Pat Darken, and Luke Darken. These were all 
similar in character. In nil there was a little reclaimed land, 
upon which the tenants had built houses, and raised oats and 
potatoes of poor quality. The greater portion of the holdings 
was bog, and I here found again the value of somo English-made 
shooting-boots and gaiters. I had to spend the afternoon in 
leaping from sod to sod, sometimes slipping in up to tho knees 
amid a chorus of 1 God bless ye ’ from the bogtrotters behind 
me; sometimes crossing a stream on stepping-stones, or taking 
a wide black ditch at a standing-jump. Professor Baldwin 
himself would have marvolled at the agility of Mr. Assistant- 
Commissioner Haughton, who is accustomed to grouse shoot¬ 
ing ; but I took the precaution of following Mr. O'Shaugh- 
nessy’s gigantic form, knowing that where he had stepped I 
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was safe. In every instance the most searching questions 
were put by the Assistant Commissioners, and the minutest 
observations recorded. Mr. Hanghton’s questions always be¬ 
gan with an inquiry as to tho Bize of the enclosure, followed 
by another as to tho extent of it whioh the tenant bad 
reclaimed. Tho two Assistant Commissioners follow entirely 
different systems in estimating the value of tho holdings ; yet, 
as indicating how fairly and accurafely their calculations are 
made, I may say that, upon tho lust estate they valued, it 
was found, upon comparing tho two estimates, they were 
within a few shillings of the sarno amount. Mr. M'Carthy, 
for his part, exhibits the keenest anxiety to doal out impartial 
justice in tbe hearing of tho cases, and tlio conseqnonce must 
eventually bo that this Sub-Commission will achieve real 
success, and prove the best that could have been sent here. 
Already two landlords, after obtaining a decision in one case 
each upon their holdings, have settled-with the remaining 
tenants upon the same lines; a course which might advan- 
tageonsly be followed in other directions where satisfaction is 
felt. 

The great want of theso Sub-Commissions, however, is 
still, as I have beforo pointed out, a staff of official valuer’s, 
appointed under Section 3H of the Land Aot. Tho follow¬ 
ing suggestion, which I have made to certain gentlemen in 
authority, has been very favourably received, and may possibly 
be adopted by the Commissioners. 1 At present three-fourths 
of the time of tho Assistant Commissioners is occupied in 
clambering over mud fences and wading through dismal bogs. 
If, before they reaoh a Court town, they had sent official 
valuers over the estate, they might select, say three holdings, 
and go over them without naming them beforehand, as a 
check upon the valuers, who would then, not knowing which 
farms might be selected, bo very careful in valuing every 
one of them. If this suggestion he not adopted, there is only 
one other plan, which, as detailed in. a former letter, might 

1 The suggestion was adopted by the Commissioners in tho case of 
appeals; hut tor reasons -which will hereafter appear, it cannot yet be 
applied to cases coining before the Sub-Commissions. 



JJlk'fiAiYJJ JEW Eli THE l.AEl) An. 


125 


bo useful in getting over the difficulty—that is tho appoints 
ment of a sufficient number of County Court Judges to be 
temporarily Assistant Commissioners, associating with each 
of them, on equal terms, two skilled agricultural authorities. 
Unless something of the sort is done, the Courts will cer¬ 
tainly he by Christmas time at a dead lock. This very Sub- 
Commission must leave behind it a number of cases undecided 
for want of time. 1 

1 The rents in tlu-so eases of Mr. Thompson were largely reduced. 
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CHAPTER, XIX. 

MIL EVELYN AXITLEYB TEXAXTS. 

Sligo, Sutnrtlay, November 20. 

The affairs of this country mny bo properly considered as 
presenting just now a difficult but in no respect insoluble 
problem to the statecraft of its rulers. To n large majority 
of Englishmen tlie idea of open declared opposition to the law 
of the land is novel and perplexing—almost incomprehensible. 
Tho British burgess or farmer is satisfied iu the main withtho 
code, written and customary, which regulates his business, 
and he is, it would appear, sometimes inclined to think that 
the state of things prevailing kero calls for tho most stringent 
measure known to civil government—namely, Martial Law. 
As a matter of fact, many persons of authority on this sido of 
the Channel are also at this vary moment contemplating tho 
possibility of a resort to that odious necessity; and there is no 
doubt that sorao move effectual system of repression than the 
hououiidde confinement of two or three hundred Laud 
Leaguers in Kilmainham is being matnred by tho Government. 
Since I slated the other day, as the result oE careful and ex- 
tensive inquiries, that net more than one-tenth of the autumn 
rents outside Ulster had been paid, tbo situation has changed 
distinctly for the worse. Injuries to property and to cattle, 
ntbeks upon tho porsun, even murders, havo increased in fre¬ 
quency and atrocity, and but a very trifling amount of rent 
has coruo in. A few days ago I was told by tho agent to a 
number of great landlords that up to tho previous afternoon 
he had not got in a shilling in respect of any one of the 
properties which he managed. He had, however, received 
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on that afternoon a little rent from some of the tenants npon 
a single estate; but, in consequence of the rcfnsal of a perma¬ 
nent redaction, the whole body of the tenants had served him 
with originating notices, piles of which ho showed mo. In 
this case ho was agent for trustees, who obviously could not, 
with safety to themsolvcs, consent to permanent reductions. 
The general non-payment of rents is now undoubtedly the 
most serious symptom of tho lnnd agitation, and it is clearly 
the effect of tho system of outrage which is terrorising the 
country. The small amount of rent paid is not surprising 
if we recollect that in largo districts a man who pays his 
landlord gains practically little more security in his holding 
than his non-paying neighbour, and that his life is put in 
hourly and imminent danger. "What is wanted, therefore, is 
some better means of suppressing and preventing outrages. 
And bore it is encouraging to observe that the areas operated 
upon by the assassins are in reality few and small. Martial 
law, as proclaimed in 1833 during tho anti-titho agitation, is 
unnecessary. What is wantod is a short measure onabiing 
the Lord-Lieutenant to send an increased police forco to any 
district to bo defined by him, with authority to search for 
arms, and with instructions to patrol every road and lane all 
night. The force should consist of picked men of the best 
character. The utmost forbearance should be rigidly required 
of them; aud tho cost of their maintenance should he laid 
upon landlords and tenants in the district. Compensation to 
the relatives of a murdered or injured man should also be levied 
upon tho locality, and thus every person in it would have an 
interest, which at present he has not, in preventing murderous 
outrages. 

The authorities are understood, however, to favour the 
temporary suspension of the right to trial by jury in certain 
districts, upon which it may ho remarked that, reasonable and 
appropriate as snob a course would appear to he, it would not 
ensure the attendance of the necessary -witnesses. Obnorions 
as somo of the Irish Judges are to the people, it is out of the 
■question that any of them would conviot prisoners upon 
less evidenoe then he had been accustomed to require at an 
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ordinary trial. Of oourso a Commission of Judges would not 
Lava power to inflict capital punishment, evon on the clearest 
evidenoe, and for that reason, if the plan bo adopted, it would 
Lo as well to reserve the power of prosecuting before a jury. 
"With this safeguard, and as an additional means of repression, 
the Commission might possibly bo useful as an adjunct to 
what is after all the real remedy—an increase in the police 
force. 

On the occasion of tho opening of the Commission a 
sentence of the President was interpreted to mean lliat the 
reduced scale of payment to be Used by tho Assistant Com¬ 
missioners would apply to the half-year current when the Act 
was passed on Angust 22 last. Por example, if a Sub-Com¬ 
mission gave a decision on October 20,1882, roduoing Patrick 
O’Donnell’s rent from 101. to 81. a year, only 41. and not 51. 
would have been duo to the landlord on September 29, 1881. 
There haB unquestionably been a great deal too muoh speechi¬ 
fying dnring the short history of tho Commission; but Mr. 
Justice O'Hagan could hardly be Bnpposod by any lawyer to 
Lave intended to lay down tLis doctrine. The words of the 
2nd clause of Section 8 expressly provided that the re¬ 
duced rent should not commence even to accrue from day to 
day until after the decision of the Conrt. The misapprehen¬ 
sion has been rectified; hut there is still a mysterious section 
of tho Act to be considered. Section (10 provides that an 
order of the Court, made upon an application recordod on the 
first occasion of tho Court’s sitting, shall be equivalent to an 
order pronounced at the date of the passing of tho Act—that 
is August 22, 1881. Nearly thirty thousand applications 
were so recorded, and each of the applicants bolioves that at 
loast the half-year’s rent accruing due from September 29 or 
November 1—the first rent days happening after the passing 
of the Act—will be reduced by tho decision. In the case 
put, Patrick would expect to pay only '17., or perhaps less, 
on March 25, 1882, and until he knows tho amount, he is 
■unwilling to part with his money. Of course the old rent 
could still he enforcod at law; but this widespread expecta¬ 
tion is likely to interfere vory serionBly with tho payments of 
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vents in tlio spring. I novel' meet an intelligent Irishman on, 
either side who does not regard the want of somo provision 
dealing with arrears as a hopeless defect in the Act. The 
small landlords are now taking out writs largely for arrears; 
and it is worthy of remark that the great landlords are be- 
ginning generally to follow the example sot by their needy 
brethren. Still another hindrance to the payment of rent, is 
occasionally noticeable in the attitude adopted by some land¬ 
lords towards their tenants. A haughty and defiant de¬ 
meanour in the Rent-Office is sometimes sufficient to turn the 
scale. at the present juncture. I think I can givo on instance 
of this. 

Tho late Lord Palmerston owned an extensive estate at 
Cliffoney, on the north-western coast of tho county Sligo. 
In lKfi-3 it passed to his widow, and upon, hor death to her son, 
Mr. Cowper-Teruplo, now Lord Monnt-Temple. A few years 
since Mr. Cowpor-Tumplo gave it to the present owner, 
his relative, the Hon. Evelyn Ashley, M.P. The estate, 
which amounts to over twelve thousand acres, begins at the 
village of Orange, and extends along the sea-coast for some 
ten miles to Bnudnff, on tho borders of Leitrim. There are, 
I believe, ftboat G8!l tenants upon it. The rental is 'J,GG0Z., 
and tho valuation about 3,7001. Daring Lord Palmerston’s 
lifetime tho landlord and tenant agreed very well together; 
2<),G0Ul. was laid out upon a small harbour at Mnllaghmoro 
Point; relief works were undertaken in the famine years; 
tho rent was never raised, and the adoption of improvement 
schemes was rewarded. If the tenants had one complaint 
against their landlord, it was that he did not respect their 
notion of part-ownership in the soil. All round his now har¬ 
bour and elsewhere ho set back the tenants to lauds further 
from the sen, leaving them, lrowover, an ancient way to shore, 
for the seaweed which some of them sold as ‘ kelp ’ for tho 
extraction of iodine, others used as manure, and some wretches 
were even forced to eat. Mr, and Mrs. Oowper-Temple, as 
might have been expected, were indulgent and generous 
towards their tonants, and their names are honoured there to 
this day. Mr. Aahley has also in many respects shown him- 

K 
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solf considerate towards tbe numerous families who were 
transferred to him with their holdings. He has not evictee! 
the tenants; ho has given them time, and last year excused 
holf-n-year’s rent. But in other respects his oondnet lias 
hardly been conciliatory. Ho refused to concede what his 
tenantry regard as their immemorial rights; he maintains 
officials who aro justly obnoxious to them; and ho has refused 
this year to allow any abatement of the rents. Whou the 
agont the other evening attended at Mnllnglimore to receive 
the rents, which are paid yearly, the tenants, by their spokes¬ 
man, required the grant of the following conditions:—Firstly, 
an abatement of one-third; secondly, the transference of a 
certain head gatnekeoper to some other sphere of usefulness; 
and thirdly, according to ono account, the release of the sus¬ 
pects. Looking at Hr. Ashley's position in the Ministry, it is 
clear that if this demand were seriously made, the tenants, 
who are to a man Land Leaguers, have boon receiving had 
advice. It is probable, however, that tho concession of the 
first and second demands would have satisfied them, and it is 
by no means certain that this concession ought not to have 
been made. 

I left Sligo this morning in a violent storm of wind and 
rain, behind a horse of excellent speed and temper, hut piloted 
by a morose, cross-grained driver, tho very opposite of honest 
old Michael of Ballnia. Before wo had passed through the 
town, ho had engaged in a recriminatory dialogue with a 
market woman, ‘ ofi' her side,’ which, for rango and pungency 
of epithot, recalled the fanions encounter bofcween Mopbisto- 
phelea and Bellonn, in Dr. Konealy’s poem; and with us 
signal a victory for the lady. We pursued the Bally shannon 
road aa for as the old church of Drumcliff, once the seat of a 
bishopric, and where yet stand two exquisitely carved Irish 
crosses, and the remains of one of the ancient round towers, 
into which the owner must lrnvo entered by escalade. Here 
we made all fast, as wo had presently to turn tho corner of tho 
King’s Mount. King’s Mount and Benbulbin were dimly 
seen like a faded picture through the niist; and a succession 
of furious blasts, accompanied by hail and rain, bore along 
oacli chain lull upon ns. 
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At tlie Tillage of Grange we came upon Mr. Ashley’s 
estate, and the road began to look rather English. Lord 
Palmerston planted ornamental troos on both sides of it, and 
placed here and there a slated cottage all noatly whitewashed. 
T drove straight to the residence of tho venerable and dignified 
parish priest, the Very Rev. Canon Malaohi Bronnan. His 
enrate, the Rev. Mr. Cummins, was also present, and both 
gentlemen greeted me cordially. Having explained the 
object of my visit, Father Brennan, or, as ho is commonly 
called, Fathor Malachi, related to me the grievances of the 
tenantry. Tho first cause of estrangement was the refusal to 
allow' the tenants the use of the old road to get their seaweed. 
They were direoted to use a new road which took them so 
long to traverse, and was in other respects so inconvenient, 
that one-half only of the seaweed brought in could be secured. 
One of them was prosecuted for using the old road, fined 
somo small amount, and in default of payment committed to 
prison. By advice, however, the question was token before a 
higher tribunal, and ultimately tho use of tho old road was re¬ 
stored to tho tonants. The second head of complaint referred 
to the condfiet of a gamekeeper, an Englishman, imported by 
Mr. Ashloy to guard his preserves. This man is stated to 
have shot one person by tho reckless use of firearms, to have 
fired at or over another, and generally to have conducted him¬ 
self in an overbearing, offensive manner towards tbo tenants. 
Father Cummins told me that ho one day, hearing a shot fired, 
went into the road, and found a number of persons expostulat¬ 
ing with tho gamekeeper. It appeared from tho disenssion that 
the man had mot a boy carrying a gon in the road without a 
licenco, and that the boy, fearing bim, dropped tbe gun and fled. 
The gamekeeper immediately fired after him as he ran, fortu¬ 
nately without effect. Father Cummins hoard him admit tho 
fact, and state that ‘ he only wanted to frighten him.’ This 
man is rigidly Boycotted, and has a policeman with him 
wherevor he goes ; and it is probable that if anyone fired at 
him with the exouse that ‘ ha only wanted to frighten him,’ 
tho matter would be treated very differently by tbe landlord. 
The charges against tbe gamekeeper bad been drawn up by 
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father Malaohi and his two cnratoa, at the request of the 
tenants, and sent in to Mr. Ashloy, without effect. On the 
contrary, ho wrote in a cold tone of rebnko to the aged parish 
priest, suggesting that the Father had been persuaded to sign 
a memorial, and that it was the work of some now-oomer. 
Father Malaelii, who has a real regard for Mr. Ashloy, was 
deeply moved whilo ho was relating all this, and said that he 
had immediately applied to the landlord, urging at length the 
views of the tenantry, and assuring him that he had never put 
his hand to anything which he did not approvo of aud under¬ 
stand. Mr. Ashloy returned a petulant and haughty reply, 
putting an end to the correspondence. The letters were 
shown to me, but us they eoutaiu ovidence of a hasty and un¬ 
reasoning temper, I have done no more, in accordance with 
Father Malachi’s wishes, than indicate the general character 
of them. Father Cummins was kind onough to drive with 
me to some of the tenants’ honses. Not far from Father 
Malaohi's wo met a yonng man, who had actually boon strnok 
with shot tired by the gamekeeper referred to, fortunately 
without injury. He told mo the whole story; from which it 
appeared that tlio niau had firod at a dog belonging to my in¬ 
formant with such recklessness a3 to send a shot into the 
latter’s face. 

As we drove along, after hearing this, I noticed that the 
holdings wore of a wretchedly poor description, mostly boggy, 
and tho houses surrounded with mud and filth. One proof of 
the poverty of the people is that during tho entire day I did not 
see a ainglo pig. If a touaut has ton or twelve shillings to 
spare when the early potatoes come in, he always buys a pig to 
I'utten on the diseased tubers ; and here they could not afford 
to do that. I walked on to Terence M’Gargle’s farm, which 
consists of about seven Irish acres, mostly pasturo of a rough 
description. His rent is HI. Os. Ho grows enough potatoes for 
tho whiter, a scanty crop of oats, for which the land is alto¬ 
gether unfitted, and ho keeps two cows. Ho and his only child, 
a son, with a littlo assistance from his wife, work the farm. 
Tho soil of the potato field was fairly good. ‘ But come 
farther, sir,’ said he; ‘ the soil is but two inches deop on the 
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rest.’ And when wo tried the ground nearer to the sc-a, we 
did indeed find but the scantiest turf thinly covering hard 
rock. Looking into the house I conld seo no bacon hanging 
from the rafters, only a great heap of potatoes in one corner, 
besido which stood a cow and her heifer, while a few hens 
flattered about the room at their pleasure. The tenant's wife 
and son were sitting before a fire of turf, and they rose to 
greet us. ‘"Well, Torcnce,' I said, after other purtioulars had 
been discussed, ‘ and how do you live r 1 ‘ Indeed, sir, bat 

very poorly.’ * You get a little meat bow and thou, I supposo Y ’ 
‘Is it moat, airp Sure it’s not more than once a year, at 
Christmas, we can taste it.’ ‘ Yon get some American bacon 
then ? ’ ‘ No, sir, the bacon’s not for poor folks like us ; but 

we have the praties, thank God, and the snp of milk.’ ‘ Do 
you over eat ono of these hens, Terence,’ inquired Father 
Cummins. The whole family laughed logother. ‘ No, indeed, 
yonr Riverenco; but we sell the eggs, and it helps to pay tho 
rent.’ ‘ Have you any sons in America Y ’ I inquired. ‘ I 
have none but this boy, sir.' * Now, what do yon think 
would be a fair rent for tho farm, Terence ? ’ He thought 
for a time. ‘ I think I could pay the two pounds nino, sir.’ 
On a farm occupied by another tenant w r o found a large fiold 
in a state of swamp, and I inquired of the tenant why it was 
in such a condition. ‘ Sure, sir,’ he said, ‘ I drained it with 
six drains, into the pipe in the road fominst yon; but the 
pipe hoi'st, and they made a new ono higher up the road; and 
the farrnm is too low to run water out into it.’ John Farrell 
had two aores, on part of which he grew potatoes. He was a 
thin, haggard, anxious-looking man, and bis house, or hut, was 
repulsive to enter or to walk about. He told the same story 
as the rest, of poverty and bad soil, and struggling to pay the 
rout. ‘How many children have you, John?’ ‘Tbrc-e at 
home, sir, and a boy and a girl in Ameriky.’ ‘ And do they 
send you something for the rent P ’ ‘ Shre they did, sir, bat 

sorra a penny have they sent this year.’ I inquired what 
animal occupied a low shed bnilt under the Ice of his cabin, 

‘ Sara it’s me sisther, sir,’ said he apologetically; * it’s the best 
I conld make for her.’ La this hut, more like a wheelbarrow 
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shod than anything else, the old man’s maiden sister had 
been housed for years. 

After seeing quite onongh of these hovels wo drove to the 
harboar’at Murraghmore, where the houses are more preten¬ 
tious. It is certainly well situated for fishing, and the moun¬ 
tains towering out on both sides of tlio bay into the Atlantic, 
with linos of breakers dashing endlessly at their feet into clouds 
of spray, aro as grand as any in fcho kingdom. But the enter¬ 
prise has failed. The fishermen have bad seasons; the streets 
marked ont for villas are yet unbuilt, and the castle that crowns 
the bill, and was to be the highest pinnacle of a stately town, 
still looks down on a waste where stand a few melancholy¬ 
looking lodging-houses. All the tenants on this estate havo 
refused to pay their rents without a reduction of Gs. 8tZ. in the 
pound. It is rumoured that Mr. Ashley is about to exercise 
‘ iirmuoss ’—in other words, to enforce the law. But ho is 
practically helpless. Ho cannot evict seven hundred men 
with them families in the midst of winter, and nothing less 
would bo of any avail. Quid quid multia pcccatur inultiim eat. 
A poor-law colleotor in the neighbourhood declares that the 
tenants are ‘ more fit to go into the poor-houso than to pay 
rent,’ There is perhaps a little moral for other landlords in 
all this. I have not the slightest doubt that Mr. M'Carthy’s 
Commission will lower the rents upon this estate from 20 to 
30 per oent. IF a member of the Ministry so well informed 
as Mr. Ashley refuses any permanent abatement to his tenants, 
is it not probable that he is aware of somo scheme of compen¬ 
sation for diminutions of rent which aro effected by the Com¬ 
mission, to which compensation a landlord making voluntary 
permanent redactions wonld have no claim ? 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE CASTLETOWN EVICTIONS. 

CASTLETOWN IlEREHAVILV, CO. ColIIC 
Saturday livening, December 3. 

Tin; accounts which reach one of tho varying influx of 1 origi¬ 
nating notices ’ from different counties Buggest a feature of 
tho present situation which is of somewhat ovil omen for the 
future. Wherever the League has waxed popular, a doubly 
discomforting result can now bo traced. Hot only do the 
farmers in a comity umler the dominance of the League refuse 
in a body to pay ronb, but, except iu tho poorest tracts of the 
West, thoy hang back from the Courts of tho Land Com¬ 
mission. A man might as well hope for rent from a sub¬ 
merged island ns from an estate in County Cork, and no one 
in his senses would buy nil acre of land, unloss os a family 
burying ground, in County Limerick. The owners of the 
soil faro miserably in Counties Clare, Cavan, King’s, Louth, 
Wicklow, Tipperary, and Kerry. Iu most of these counties 
the proportion of caacs entered for trial by the Commission 
is lamentably small, and shows no sign of increase, althongh 
it muy be remarked that none of them is so bnckwardns 
Dublin County. On the othor hand, Tipperary, with about a 
thousand, and Limerick, with eight hundred and fifty cases, 
evince some glimmering reappearance of that quiok sense of 
self-interest in this matter which was thought to have finally 
vanished from tho minds of tho’ Irish farmors. The tenants 
in Kerry aro also flocking to the Registry, while the appli¬ 
cations from Mayo and from Galway are coming in three 
times as fast as those from Ulster, which has nearly exhausted 
the list of possible litigants. The general rate at which 
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‘ originating notices ’ are received is about five hundred a 
day, but o£ course tliere is considerable fluctuation. It is 
surprising that there are only seven or eight hundred appli¬ 
cations to break leases, but this may bo due to the prevailing 
impression, that the Commission will only exercise their 
jurisdiction on this head in extreme and flagrant cases of 
tyranny or deception. It is probable that a cortain number 
of the poorer Western cultivators, encouraged by the reduc¬ 
tions recently effected in their midst, will roBorb to the pro¬ 
cedure under the Act, and that the total number of applications 
recorded may in sonio three or four months bo a hundred 
thousand. Adding to those the cases of about a hundred 
thousand tenants claiming to bo either actually, or by con¬ 
struction of law, leaseholders, and two hundred and twenty- 
three thousand known to be fairly rented, or to bo hold back 
by Land League influence, the genuine agricultural tenants 
of Ireland will ultimately be nearly all accounted lor. It is 
customary to arguo such questions upon tho assumption that 
the tenants number moro than six hundred thousand; but tho 
assumption is based upon an insuflicieut examination of the 
facts. It is true that the agricultural holdings of tbo king¬ 
dom amount to six hundred thousand and more. But after 
deducting from tho calculation the large number of cases in 
which a porson occupies two or more holdings, wo' should 
perhaps estimate about fivo hundred and twenty-three thou¬ 
sand os tho figure truly representing tho number of the cul¬ 
tivators. Of those at least one hundred thousand hold land for 
pleasure, as town parks, or for the purposo of occupying super¬ 
fluous time not required for other more remunerative business. 
We should then have a reduced number of 4d:!,000 tenants, 
dependent for thoir subsistence upon tho cultivation of land 
in their occupation, that being fclio exact number of persons 
calling themselves tenant-farmers in the Census returns for 
1871. From the' subsequent yearly returns it is clear that 
the number of pure tenant-farmers must hare been oven less 
at tho time whetfihe Census was last token. 

The campaign between tho landlords, who are now begin¬ 
ning to demand their arrears, and the League, has opened 
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ia tlie South by tho evictions upon the Castletown estates 
belonging to tho Earl of Bautry, and on those of Mr. Puxley. 
The result, it will he perceived, is in this ease a drawn battle. 
Some significance was attached to the proceedings by the 
fact that Mr. Herbert Gladstone accompanied the Sheriff. I 
behove I am correot in stating that the Chief Secretary, who 
is perfectly alive to the peculiar hardships of tenant life in 
the West, desired that young Mr. Gladstone should sec for 
himself what Mr. Forster had painfully realised thirty years 
before. Mr. Gladstone was particularly enjoined to visit tbo 
wretched inhabitants of Duraey Island; but this, as will bo 
heroaftor shown, was impossible. 

A body of about fifty police, under Sub-Inspector 
Maxwell, and about a hundred and fifty foot soldiors, wero 
assembled at Castletown on Tuesday last, and supported the 
work of eviction on that aud the three following days. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday tho Under Sheriff, accompanied by 
the agent, Mr. Payne, and three bailiffs, and surrounded by his 
armed escort, methodically evicted tenant afier tenant of tho 
thirty-nine selected for the operation, as regularly seeing them 
restored by Mr. Payne as caretakers, or occupiers at will, upon 
a promise to pay tho arrears. Mr. Payne, however strange 
it may sound, is not a man of ungentle disposition, and his 
object in tho whole affair was merely to give a lesson to the 
numerous tenantry of Lord Pantry and Mr. Pnxley npon 
theso mountain-sides, most of whom owed two or three years’ 
rent—in other words, it was his desire to get in a little 
money. On Thursday this prospect was somewhat marred 
by tho advent of a fair Laud Leaguoross, distinguished by 
spectacles, and a fluoney of speech more than feminine. The 
lady followed tho march of tho column, and, stealing into a 
house about to bo invaded, persuaded tbo occupiers to submit 
to actual eviction, upon her promise that a house should be 
built for them on a neighbour’s furin, and that they should be 
supported from tho funds of tho Ladies’ Land League. Yes¬ 
terday, upon starting for tho evictions, another Sister of this 
somewhat obtrusive Charity appeared. The car of tbo two 
ladies followed immediately after one upon which I happened 
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to be. The troops and police bad already marched to the 
scene of action, but we overtook them at a few miles’ distance 
from Castletown. The advance of the ladies was looked for, 
and the gallant major in command bad made ample prepara¬ 
tions for repelling it. It was raining smartly, and the bogs 
on either sido of the road were so soaked with water, that 
nothing heavier than a fairy could have tripped aoroas them 
safely, to say nothing of the frequent and slippery mud fences 
that had to ho scaled. Tho wily Commandant had therefore 
halted his force at a particularly sloppy spot, where the road 
branches iu two directions. lie had extended the police two 
deep across the road, while tho soldiers, grasping their rifles, 
stood fm ther back as a reserve. Our oar was allowed to pass. 
Then came sharp words of command, ‘ Left tarn,’ ‘ Quick 
march,’ • Halt, front,’ and a section promptly filled the 
gap. A select body of constables was following the Shoriff 
over the hills towards the threatened holdings upon Mr. Pox- 
ley's estate, and I trudged after them, leaving the two ladies 
face to l'aco with a hopeless superiority of force. For an hour 
it seems they sat expostulating with the Constabulary upon 
the unpatriotic character of their service, and finally returned 
at fall trot to their hotel—I sincerely trust without oatchiug 
cold. 1 

Tho Constabulary climbed tho hill in skirmishing order. 
The first house tlic Sheri IT reached was that of Margaret Walsh, 

1 Mr. Toreter has been severely blamed for the prosecution of tho 
spectacled patri iti-se, who was held to bail, hut preferred to go to prison. 
Tho Indy, lien-over, appears to hare exceeded Iho lieouso tncitly allowed to 
the Ladies’ Land League. The state of tilings in many parts of irohind 
is uunlogmis to a < miditimi of war, in which neutrals are allowed to sne- 
oour and relievo the m m-combatant element of the population. So the 
Ladies' Land Hague have been permitted to look after tho families of sua- 
pvets, iuuI of evicted tenants; and even to administer to the wants of tho 
impria mnl Leaguers, liar the lady in question, hv inciting the teunnt to 
enduro eviction, threw off her neutral character, and became, so to speak, 
a combatant. In the most dangerous times of the LreiuJi Eovolntiou, such 
sensible, placid TricMiwi us restricted their Eepublienn real to (lie pro¬ 
duction, su-tenunce, and comforting of patriots were never interfered 
with. 
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of Crtrmloug, high up on the mountain. The widow received 
ua weeping. Four frightened young children stood by tho 
hearth, pale as the ashes upon it, and a grown-up son lay 
dying of consumption in the after-room. A few words were 
sufficient. The agent’s nephew and tho Sheriff conferred apart 
with the poor woman, who made a promise to pay something 
soon, and then she was directed to go outside with tho children 
for a moment. It was hut a moment, whilo the Sheriff, fulfill¬ 
ing' the accustomed ceremony, extinguished the fire on tho 
hearth; yet the little group stands bofore me as I write more 
vividly than any that was ever arranged upon canvas. The 
children, with their bare logs half buried in tho filth of the 
dungheap, held thoir peaco; but their eyes were brimming 
with sympathy for their mother, as with her faco working 
strangely boforo tho circle of armod mon, she clasped her 
youngest child more closely in her scanty shawl, to protcot it 
from tho driving rain. Four other tenants, owing, like Widow 
Walsh, about two and a half years’ ront, were similarly 
evictod, and then re-admitted as caretakers; and in each case ’ 
there was something indoscribably mournful in tho spectacle 
of tlie utter and hopeless poverty of those mountaineers. A 
thousand foot above the ocean that laved the shoros of tho bay 
bolow thorn, they had drivon their hardy cattle out daily to 
eat tho sweot grasses from the crovices in the rocks; and bad 
laboriously dug and planted their tiny plots with potatoes, 
with but one result—a boro yield of food, hardly enough to 
keep life in thoir loan bodies ; unless, indeod, as another result 
I may bo allowed to reckon tbo growth of that despondency, 
duo to the struggle with an unkindly soil, which is hero grimly 
described as * The breaking heart.’ Their families were very 
largo; in somo cases tho husbands woro in America, sending 
home what they could spare from tlieir earnings. 

After completing the evictions on Mr. Puxloy’s holdings— 
obtaining, however, nothing in the shape of hard cash—the 
Sheriff made his way back down tbo road, towards the houses 
of some tenants of Lord Bantry. The hnglar occasionally 
played a lively march, which b welled and eddied away in 
eokoes from the mountain ranges all about us, and the troops, 
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marching at ease, cheered their solitary musician. Scarcely 
a human being could bo seen in this dreary wildernoss. The 
Sheriff again lofo the road with some polico, and stopped at the 
bouse of odo Widow McCarthy. It was ornpty; the fumiLure 
bad been earned out, aud the door borne away. The party 
next reached the house of John Cronin, a returned emigrant; 
who had spent all tho money lie laid brought back with him in 
building a very good house, and somo outhouses. Ho is a 
passionate man, and on soeing the police, seized a hammer and 
furiously smashed his furniture into pieces. He then tore the 
door from its hinges. At this moment Mr. Payne, senior, who 
bad joined the Sheriff, accosted him. ‘What are yon doing 
that for, Cronin r '—‘To get in and out when I wish,’ he ro- 
plied sternly. ‘ -iow, do ho reasonable, and go in again as 
caretaker like tho others.’—‘I will not. I must leave tho 
farm, for I can’t got a living on it.’ ‘ Take the penny now, 
and shelter yonr child.'—‘ I will not.’ The penny was put into 
another man's hand to give him, but he still obstinately re¬ 
fused to touch it, and so did his wife ; and the family were 
accordingly left in the yard outside tho house. The samo 
course was pursued with tho Widow Conroy, who likewise 
declined to ho put in as caretaker, or to promise to pay the 
rent. 

This morning I called early at Mrs. Conroy’s house, and 
her story in full is as follows :—‘I am tho widow of Jerry 
Convoy, who was killed at Mr. Parley's Castle when at work, 
and Mr. Puxley gave mo ton shillings. I am forty-six years 
of ago, and shall haro been widowed fourteen years next May. 
The old rent was -A. 18s., aud I had four milch cows. Then 
the land was stripped, six years ago last September; and the 
rent raised all round. Somo of my land was taken away, and 
eight and a half acres left. I pay 81. 30*. rent. I have three- 
quarters of an acre in potatoes, no oats, and two cows; bat 
one belongs to my mother-in-law. I had ono firkin of butter 
this year, but none last year, when we all had to tako the re¬ 
lief. I have one daughter, nineteen yews old, in America, in 
service. She has had the fever, and can send nothing. I 
have three at home; two children and ono boy grown up; ho 
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works at tlio farm. I had a little pig this year, hut I had lo 
sell it, and I owe a great deal of money in Castletown. My 
mother lives with mo, and my mother-in-law next door, The 
land is poor and wet. I think I could pay three pounds. I 
oivo three years’ arrears.' 

John Cronin is a poworfully bnilfc man of 40 with a 
hard, set face. I noticed that his hat was worked round with 
tlio word ‘ League.’ Ho hail eight and throe-quarters acres, 
and the rent was iive gninens. With two cows ho made but 
one firkin of bntter this year, and his potato crop was a poor 
one. He had four boys, throe of them being still young chil. 
dren. His honse is the best in the district for miles round, 
being substantially built of stone, slated, whitewashed, and 
fitted with good windows and doors. He had spent Bixty 
pounds upon it, and hod drained his land with unceasing in¬ 
dustry. He thought ho could pay two pounds rent, hat he 
could not, or would not, pay the arrears. The man was walk¬ 
ing moodily up and down before his honse to-day, his wife 
watching him anxionsly. The broken bed and other furniture 
were lying iu a confused heap, tho young children playing 
about them, nnd tho sun shone brightly down upon all. 

Catherine McCarthy, aged 24, was a comely widow, with 
ouo child, six months old. Her husband had suffered front 
erysipelas, and had died hut three weeks before. Her rent 
was 101. 5s., and the valuation 81. 15s,, her farm being of ten 
or twelve acres in extent. Three years’ rent was owing. Sho 
thought that OZ. would be a fair rent. Tho agent had already 
put in a neighbour os caretaker, nnd the now comer had al¬ 
ready his cows on the farm. These tbreo evicted tonants had 
all aeon tho Land League ladies on the evening of Friday to 
report thoir conduct, but stated that they did not yet know 
what would bo done for them. They had respectively lodged 
with their families at the neighbours’ houses. I was struck 
with the fact that each of tho three complained with bitterness 
that tho agent had refused to allow an abatement or ‘settle¬ 
ment.’ This is, however, denied by Mr. Payne. 



112 


lit ELAM) VXD Ell HIE LAM) ACT. 


CHAPTER XXL 
1) rIt SET TELA XT). 

Castletown" Reiujiiavex: Monday, December fi, 
Yesteuday, not without much difficulty, I effected a. landing 
on the jealously-guarded Dursoy Island, and thoroughly ex. 
plored it. This tiny part of Her Majesty's dominions, which 
lies off tho western const of County Cork, has but rarely been 
trodden by a stranger's foot, and, owing to tho unfortunate 
relations subsisting of late between the islanders and their 
landlord, Lord Bantry, it has for some time hack been main¬ 
tained in a state of siege. It is impossible even in this town, 
the nearest to Dnrsoy, to obtain any exact information con¬ 
cerning it; and I have only discovered one townsman who 
ever visited it. Lord Bantry has nover been over it, 
and it is twelve years siuco his agent was there. That is, 
perhaps, due to the fact that after taking a short walk on a 
sheltered plateau in the island, he wont homo and promptly 
raised tho rents of the inhabitants very considerably n,ll round. 
Eor some two years, however, T believe, the Dnrsoy people 
have paid neither rent nor taxes, and without a naval expedi¬ 
tion it is difficult to sec how any legal obligation can ho enforced 
against them. Tho process of the law cannot be personally 
served there, for the simple reason that there are no boats to 
he had, except those of the id and fishermen, who decline to 
lend them for any such purpose. There are, moreover, only 
two landing-places on the coast of Dnrscy, both so dangerous 
that any boat steered by an inexperienced and unskilled hand 
would inevitably ho dashed to pieces against tho sharp edges 
of the slate cliffs, and all the writs and notices whirled away 
upon the angry wares of the Atlantic. It was in the early 



trelaxd uyjjEi; the laxd act. 


143 


morning when. I started for Dorsey, with two gentlemen who 
wished to accompany mo. The weather had been frosty 
during the earlier part of the night, hut now tho wind was 
rising from the south-west; the rain poured heavily down, and 
wo reached Garinish only to find a gale blowing, and the 
wavos roaring furionsly. Of conrso all hope of rescuing the 
lighthouse men that day had been given up; but I found 
tho daring boatman Shea confident that he could still 
carry me across the Sound to Dursey. It was about half¬ 
past six o’clock in tho morning, and as dark as midnight. 
My two friends absolutely refused to make any attempt to 
cross. They accordingly drove back again to Castletown. 

Tho descent to tho water was by winding stops cat in the 
cliff, ending in a small covo, into which successive billows 
rolled with a terrible noise, tossing the great boat, 25 feet in 
length, higli up iD tho air, as if they would fling her against the 
rocks. It was very difficult to hear tho directions shouted to 
me. The four oarsmen, however, pulling hard, kept the boat 
near tho steps, and seizing the moment when she rose nearest 
I sprang safely in, with no more mishap than a roll over. 
Pulling well together, tho men brought mo over the 
Sound, tho how of the boat sometimes rising high in tho air, 
and then settling down with horrid persistency into tho yawn¬ 
ing jaws of a huge wave. Tho landing place on Dursey Island 
was even more dangerous thau the starting place on the main¬ 
land, being merely a shelving oliff. There, however, a number 
of men canght a rope and dragged the boat up, bo that wo 
could safely disembark. The rook was so slippery that I 
Bhould probably have shot back into the boiling torrent raging 
round ns if I had not been assisted np by two mon. 

At those fearful places the peoplo of Dursey have to cross 
and recross if they would visit the mainland. When they have 
a cow to sell they fasten a rope to its horns, forco it down a 
shelving rock into deep water, and then drag it after the boat 
to the other side, where the exhausted beast has to clamber up 
another steep ascent. Pigs con only bo carried across when 
young. A porker is carried in a man’s arms down to the boat, 
flung in, and tossed out again on landing, Sometimes a cow 
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is lost in making the passage, and I saw a horse with its oil 
hind-log so seriously injured by this dangerous system, of 
ferrying as to be useless. Sometimes a band of Dnrsey folk 
returning from Castlotown find a gale blowing, and have to 
wait for a wook before they can cross. In the meanwhile 
they of convse subsist on charily. Again, a man. having a pig 
or cow to sell may lie delayed in the island until the fair day 
is past, and in that case his chance of selling it is gone. The last 
person to visit Durscy, save myself, wits a Mr. Joynt, who 
came with a supply of food for the starving inhabitants ; and 
he was so impressed, I am told, with the danger inenrred in 
crossing, oven in fino weather, that ho generously promised a 
hundred pounds towards building a kind of quay, bnt nothing 
in that direction has yet been. done. The weather is here 
ns a rule tempestuous throughout the greater part of the year. 
Last week, however, the most terrible storm known for thirty 
years occurred. The Calf Rook Lighthouse, built on an islet 
at the south-western angle of Dursey, was destroyed, and 
several of the fishermen's boats were crashed. 

A number of tho poor poople, attracted by the sight of a 
stranger, followed me and my conductors up a road, hewn 
and blasted out of the rock, to oue of the tbreo villages, known 
as Ballynaeallngh. The island runs from the north-east to 
tho south-west, and is about four miles in length, being in the 
middle nearly a mile across. It is simply a long mountain 
range, tho rock being slate, with veins of quartz. This, I 
believe, is the formation on the opposite coast, at the oopper 
mines of Allihies, and it is therefore possible that oopper 
might be also fonnd in Durscy Island, and some remunerative 
work provided for the people. I could not, however, find 
that any experiment had over been mado with the ‘ corrie,’ as 
they called the quartz. The population once amounted to 
three hundred, but at least one- third went to America in the 
year of tho great famine, and fn>m these emigrants I find the 
Dursey people derive their chief means of support. 

At Ballyuncallagh I called on Jerry Harrington, one of 
the three richest men in tho island. Ho came ont clad 
in a tattered flannel shirt, an old broken hat, frieze trousers, 
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and a pair of boots which an English beggar would not pick 
up, half of his right foot and half the toes being exposed as lie 
walked on in. the heavy rain. There are eight or ten honses, 
of the poorest Irish type, in the villago ; and tho ruinB of a 
little church, believed to havo been built by the Spaniards 
centuries ago, bnt containing no inscriptions. Tho number of 
souls on tho island is now two hundred and nine, and they 
havo neither priest, doctor, nor schoolmaster among them. 
There is no magistrate, bailiff, or official of any kind. Tho 
little community governs itself, and strives, with poor Buccess, 
to feed itself. No shop is kept, and a wheeled vehicle is un¬ 
known. About twice a yoar the islanders usually contrive to 
go over the stormy Sound to hear mass; and mothers cany 
across their infants for Baptism when they aro a mouth old. 
If a man is too sick to bear transportation bo dies, and is laid 
to rest in a little graveyard looking far out on the expanse of 
ocean, whose sad ceaseless rhythm is his requiem. 

There are twenty-three farms on the island, the cultivators 
ckeing out their produce by fishing; and there are twelve 
households solely dependent on the ocean stores, tho number 
of boats being five. This has boen a bad season, and nil the 
boats except one were knocked to pieces by the recent .storm. 
Tlio farms aro almost entirely devoted to grazing, a little space 
in eaoh being reserved for potatoes, or sometimes oats. The 
potato crop this year is a total failure. Tlie fields are the 
steep sides of the mountain, and run down to the cliffs at a 
dangerous gradient. A cow grazing at a distanco from tho 
sea is apt to slip, roll ovor and oyer, and fall at last several 
hundred feot into tho gulf; and so freqnont is the loss from 
this oanse—eight or nine this year—that the children of the 
farmers find their chief employment in watobing the cattle, 
and driving them away from bbe steepest places. I descended 
the sloping pasture until my friends warned me that it was 
dangerous, in such a gale, to approach any nearer to the 
cliffs. Below me, at a distance of five or six hundred feet, the 
waves were rushing upon the reefs that stand np all round the 
island. I could distinctly make out tho carcase of a bullock 
in the surf, appearing about the size of a small cork. 

£ 
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Michael Shea has a large farm, with grass sufficient to 
support four cows. His old rent was fifteen guineas, but it 
was raised to seventeen pounds odd after tho momorablo visit 
of Mr. Payne, the agent, twelve years ago, on the valuation of 
a person employed for the purpose of readjusting Lord Bantry’s 
rental. Michael wus all the more annoyed at this, because ho 
had built and slated a good house, and drained and reclaimed 
his holding—ono of the few marshy localities. Ho is also tho 
owner of a fishing boat, and was for many years a ‘ tondor 
man ' at the Lighthouse which has j nst been destroyod. He 
lias ton children, and he foods thorn on Indian meal and fish, 
a most unsavoury bnt not absolutely non-nntritious diet, occa¬ 
sionally supplemented with a little buttermilk. The fish 
found ai’o mackerel, ling, and scad. Michael Shea had caught 
next to nothing this year. He lni3 sent two firkins of butter 
to tbe tradesman who soils him Indian meal, salt, and other 
necessaries, but he is still forty pounds in his debt. [I heard 
a great deal from tho peoplo of this tradesman in Castlutown, 
and T paid him a visit to-day. He confirmed all they had 
said, and showed me his ledger, from which it was clear, as he 
stated, that if he pressed his claims not a beast wonld remain 
in Dursoy for any other creditor. I noticed two things in 
examining his hooks. First, that he had allowed over ?!?. 
a firkin, which is a fair price; secondly, that there wore 
apparently no payments in cash.] Micliael .Shea, of Dnrsey, 
is, like very many of the farmers in the West, a timid reserved 
man. 1 Bat he waxed warm over the story of tho wholosalo 

1 From a high point of tho island I was able to look down upon tho 
ruined lighthouse, in which tho keepers w.-ra still imprisoned, with the son 
wishing right over it. Captain Boxer had promised that I should accompany 
the expedition, intended to bring off the men, on that wild Sunday morning; 
hut the ■weather, as I have said, was such that no boat could approach tho 
rock. A few days aftorvards, while the sea was still very dangerous, it 
seems that Michael Shea, stripping naked, went out in his boat with 
Timothy Dudley, Dnniei Healy, Bath lynch. Jeremiah Brohel, and Jere¬ 
miah Lowitey as oarsmen, and, at the imminent risk of his life, rescued tho 
six starving wretches from the Calf Bock. If these brave men, ns I fear, 
havo small chance of any other reward, they will have the lifelong grati 
hide of the lighthouseman’s wife, whum I saw on shore at the station. 
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raising of the rent, and declared, ‘ Sir, T stood out for four 
years against it. I would bo a dead man to-day if I depended 
on the farm. I have made n bring out of my four bones.’ 
Tho peoplo bare to fetch everything they want from Castle¬ 
town, fifteen miles from tho Sound, and one of their bitterest 
complaints is that they liavo to pay poor rates, although tho 
Dursey folks pride themselves on never allowing one of tho 
islanders to go into tho poor-house. They have to pay connty 
cess, for tho making of county roads, whilo half their island 
is impassable for tho want of one. 

On reaching Jerry Harrington’s farm, I fonnd that ho lmtl 
a little land, from which ho had taken a crop of oats, but the 
greater portion, was pasture of a poor quality, tho turf being 
about two inches deep over the hard rock. The soil of the 
tillago varied from three to she inches on rock; and I may say 
at once, that after at least twouty times digging out the soil 
in various parts of the island, these measurements of two 
inches for pasture and throe to six for tillage represented the 
average depth of tho surface. Jorryand his brother Tim held, 
a farm in common. They paid together '14/. lCk, the old rent 
having boen S5Z. Tho valuation is 31/. All through tho island 
the rent is considerably abovo tho Poor-law valuation. The 
grass was pool’, thin, and choked in many places with heath 
and furze. It is, however, impossible to judge of the value of 
snob land in the winter, and tho profits, if nny, realised by 
tho tenants are, perhaps, the safest guide at that season. How, 
1 can testify from actual observation that tho people are living 
ns poorly as is consistent with keeping 'life in their meugro 
bodies; and, from tho inspection, of tho mealaeller’s books, 
that they have paid no money, and are heavily in debt for 
food. The cattle-are small Kerrys, thin and wiry; the few 
pigs, however, fed on household refuse, looked plump enough 
Jerry Harrington, tho ‘ richest ’ man in the place, whose ‘ farm ’ 

Her face was swollen with sii days’ and nights' weeping. Every night tho 
poor woman kept candles bnrning at her bedroom window, in the hope 
that hor hushand might catch their distant gleam, and know that he was 
not forgotten by ono, I saw the light as I was being rowed over to Dursey 
in the darkness, 
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is four Imndrod feet above tbe soa, thought bo could pay 107. 
for bis lialf of the bolding, notwithstanding bis burden of nine 
young children. 

Patrick Sullivan’s farm had grass for three cows; the 
valuation was 5 1. 15s.; the old rent 71. 17s. Gd., and the pre¬ 
sent rent 9Z. 5s. Ho had six young children, and said he 
thought ho might manage to pay 41. Humphroy Sullivan’s 
holding was of the same extent, and held at the same rent as 
Patrick's, his nephow. The old man had a son and four 
young grandchildren living with him. Plorcnco Leary had 
grass for one cow; his valuation was 41.; Lis rent P/., and he 
stated that ho could not pay more than d/. 1 To, however, docs 
somo fishing. Peter Leary has nine children; lie has tlio 
grass of four cows, his vuluationis 9/. 15#., and his rent 177. fu. 
James Leary maintains a wife, two children, father, mother, 
and four young brothers and sisters; ho has grass for two 
cows, his valuation is fixed at 71., and his rent at 1 21. Tim 
Harrington lias the best house in the island, built by liiwsolf; 
and for which, except tlio slates, which Mr. Payne gave him, 
lie provided all the materials. I went into his kitchen to-day 
and rested myself, wearied as I was by scrambling and falling 
along the steep and dangcrons path leading from tbo middle 
village, Kilmiehuel, to the western one, Kilcbarinna, and by 
climbing the frequent fences. Tim lias an intelligent, active 
old wife, two girls in service in Amorica, and six children at 
home, two of whom are grown np. His eldost son, John, is 
a helper in the Lighthouse, and is now imprisoned there, and 
to hi3 earnings tlio comfortable appearanco of tho household 
may he attributed. For poor Tim is also hopelessly in debt 
both to landlord and shopkeeper. His rent and valuation are 
of about tho same amount as his broth or Jerry’s, already men¬ 
tioned. The only food hanging up in Tim’s placo was dried 
conger, but he had a small stock of potatoes, t] 10 largest 
measuring two and a half by three and a half inches. At my 
request liis wife made somo Indian meal into a cake of bread, 
such ns they commonly eat. She took three or four handfuls 
of the meal and ponred boiling water upon it, and then kneaded 
it with her hands, nsiug all her strength, for about five 
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minutes. She shaped it into a flat circular plate of aliout an 
inch thick. It was then baked on a round ii’on plate such us 
the Scottish peoplo call a ‘ girdle,’ which was laid on the firo 
of heath-root turf, used, here for want of bog turf. Iu a car¬ 
ter of an hour I was offered a piece of this cake, smeared with 
sour butter ; an egg, and a cup of hot tea. I ate the piece of 
corn cake, und I brought away a pieeo with mo; but I am 
bound to confess, with all respect for Mrs. Tim’s skill, that I 
have never known anything with the name of bread, not oven 
the vilest variety prodneed in ftonth Germany, which re¬ 
quired so much mental resolution and strength of jaw to 
finish. It was hard outside ; pasty and bitter inside. With¬ 
out the fish and buttermilk it most bo utterly unsuitable, 
especially with so short a period of cooking, for nourishing the 
human frame. 

One of the few pleasant incidents of my visit occnrred here. 
T was informed that a Miss Matilda Dudley, of Ballymcallngh, 
taught tho island hoys and girls to read and mite. I hod iu 
forthwith Tim’s two children—Pat, ugud thirteen, and little 
Mary, eleven. I opened a large old-fashioned reading-book, 
and gave Mary a passage to read. To my astonishment, she 
read it rapidly and correctly, going over such words as 
‘ privilege ’ and ‘division’ without a pause, bat of course with 
a rich brogue. I tried her in another passage, with tho same 
result. Pat, who was terribly frightened, did nearly as wull, 
and could certainly havo read a newspaper aloud without 
much difficulty. I found them, especially Mary, thoroughly 
well-grounded iu tho Multiplication Table. 

On my way back half the population of the island aocoui- 
pauied me, tho rain having censed, and from ono and all iu 
the crowd I gathered tho same story. Nearly every man 
owed from two to throe years' rent, and all wore evidently 
apprehensive of tho evictions said to be intended by Mr, 
Puyuo. It seems that orders for substituted service of writs 
havo been obtained, and that numbers of them are now lying 
at tho Allihies Post-offices, for which reason the tenants of 
holdiugs fear to venture there to ask for letters. Many 
and anxious were tho questions put to me on. this and other 
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subjects, and especially as to the probable action of the Land 
Commission Court. The islanders hare all entered that Court, 
and they "were much cast down when I told them that the 
arrears could not be thus wiped out. ‘ If,’ said one, ‘ ho wants 
the arrears, he may os well take the tnrf itself; there is no¬ 
thing else for him.’ I asked whether, if the landlord employed 
thorn to make the badly-wanted road ovor the mountain to the 
western Tillage, they would work off tlio arrears in that way, 
and tlio proposition was eagerly embraced. It is my firm 
conviction tbat these poor people would be willing to pay the 
arrears if they had the means; but it is clear that thoy cannot 
pay in money. 

In Ballynacallngh a young woman stood waiting, rather 
Letter ilrossed than the rest, her hair neatly brushed back 
and bound with a riband, but of conrso, with bare feet, 
boots belonging hero rather to the class of implomonts of 
labour than to dress. This was Miss Dudley, tlio school¬ 
mistress, who may bo said to represent civilisation in this 
lonely island colony. I had a conversation with her, from 
which I learned that she taught sixty out of the eighty chil¬ 
dren on tho island, and that thoy wore generally as far 
advanced as Tim Harrington’s son and daughter. She had been 
fonr yerns at a convent school. I was sorry to find that sho 
thought of giving np her office very soon, as ‘the Board’ 
would not make any addition to her eai’nings. The ordinary 
charge is a shilling a year for reading, writing, summing, and 
geography, but she charges up to liaif-a-crown a quarter for 
a few of tho ‘ finishing ’ studies. Formerly tho Board—that is, 
the Commissioners of National Education—paid 20?. yearly to 
an old schoolmaster, and allowed him a house ; and it would 
be a great pity if the services of this excellent instructress 
should be sacrificed for want of so small a sum. She said 
that sho badly wanted elementary reading and spelling books 
for her pupils, as well as copybooks for practice.' After 

1 I believe that parcels (if books and other school liocesearios, addressed 
to her at Jlallynncflllagh, horsey Island (the cost of carriage being, of 
course, prepaid), would reach her safely, and she would probably be 
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a general handshaking with the men, women, and cliildren 
pressing abont me, T embarked for the mainland. The 
storm had abated; the long green billows sparkled like huge 
sea-serpents in the rays of the declining sun; and when I was 
fairly ont on the open wator, the people of Dursey bade 
farewell again in two or three hearty oheers. 

encouraged to stay in the island. Surely this is a case in which the Com¬ 
missioners, with their largo discretion, might sou their way to uniting nn 
annual grant. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

OUTRAGES. 

IuLt.iitvi:v : Saturday Evening. December 10. 
Aw it 1 a fortnight ago, after long and careful observation, T 
recommended an increase of the polico force, for patrol and 
search duty iu certain disturbed districts, as the host means 
of preventing those dreadful outrages by which tho ‘ Ho 
Rent' Manifesto is enforced. Martial Law and Trial by 
Cum mission, instead of Trial by Jury, could not, as I then 
pointed out, in oxisting circumstances bo effectively applied. 
The Government have adopted tbo plan suggested in every 
particular; and, if it be vigorously carried out, the best 
results may be looked for. At tho same time it must be still 
kept in view that if, after a fair trial of the patrol system, the 
outrages aro not reduced in number or in ferocity, a temporary 
.suspnsion of Trial by Jury may yet ho rendered necessary in 
a few district:', iu the interest of tbe miserable tenants 
exposed to such brutality. The importance of this question 
cannot be overestimated. A very slight examination of tbo 
facts will show that for want of a sufficient check to these 
atrocities the situation in Ireland changes daily and rapidly 
fir tho worse. A disposition to murder and maim obnoxious 
individuals, if unable to defend themselves, has been a com¬ 
mon and disgraceful feature of every Irish agitation (no 
matter what political or religious faction promoted it), in tho 
wilder parts of tbo country, and therefore tlio promulgators 
of f.ho * No Rent ’ policy aro the more blameworthy. The 
rnstie Irishman of tbe West has a limited intelligence, fitted 
for the consideration of but one idea at a time, to the exclusion 
of everything beyond and outside bis narrow field of view. 
He is anxious just now for nothing but the improvement of 
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his material condition. T have often, in conversation with a 
small 'Western tenant, been struck with the keen anxiety ho 
1ms shown to have hie rent reduced; and at the same time 
his almost total indifference about Home Buie. Tlio desire 
for a native Parliament at Dublin is tlio cherished emotion of 
an Eastern tenant, from liia youth upwards; but it is hardly 
to ho mot with in the West, except among public-house loafers 
in tho small towns. Hr. Parnell in the Eastern counties 
appeals to tho hearts of his bearers; in the Western, to their 
stomachs. For a year past tho tenant in tho West haR paid 
no rent; and on tho average ho owes at least eighteen months’ 
arrears. It cannot be too frequently repeated that there is 
very little chance of this money over being 1 recovered. In 
somo cases, no doubt, a dishonest fanner, not resident in a 
district afflicted by outrages, who declines to pay his rent, has 
the money, and. much more; nnd in such cases, after dne 
proof, something like the English mothod of imprisonment for 
wilful refusal to obey an order to pay a debt might he 
usefully introduced. Bnt, as a rule, the Western tenant is a poor 
man, reckloss and improvident, and tho little sum scraped to¬ 
gether artev the harvest has already found its way to the publi¬ 
can’s till, or the safe of the' Gombeen man'—that is, tho village 
usurer. Tho people wore led to bolievo, if not positively told, for 
months together, that thoy need not pay more than they wished; 
and this doctrine was generally accepted in the widest sense. 

Now no such, idea was ever sanctioned by tho famous 
agitators of tho past. The nearest approach to it was when 
tho lato Archbishop of Tuarn took a holding in order to he 
liable for Tithe, intending to refuse payment as a protest 
against taxing Catholics for tho support of what they 
regarded as tho worst of heresios. But from the toaebing which, 
has now brought about such, great evils the Romish Bishops 
have held resolutely aloof. Hero and there, indeed, a Prelate is 
to bo found taking a conspicuous part in current polities, 
who, like tho famous Geordie G raham, when reproved by Janies 
VI., in the courso of his sermon, for maintaining error, * will 
neither speak sense nor come down.’ But as a rule the Clergy 
have been represented in the agitation mainly by the younger, 
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curates; although it is unfortunately true that 6omo priests 
have, iu order to retain their influence over the people, joined 
in the movement. The Bishop of Blpliin, however, pre- 
vontofl the establishment of a Land League branch in 
Sligo, and it does not always do a priest good to join tho 
League. One who had resisted it stoutly told me Uio other 
day that he had got in all his dues, whilo a neighbouring 
Leaguer priest had been compelled by his fiook to abate 
considerably iu his demands. What with the elocpiont 
instigation of patriots, the taoit countenance of their priest¬ 
hood, aud it would seem, tho politic sufferance of tho 
Government, the deluded tenants were at last porsuadod 
that thoy had the power to withhold their rents; and there is 
no doubt whatever that for a time they had such a power, 
tho ordinary machinery of G overnment being wholly inappli¬ 
cable to the difficulty. In course of time tho country would 
have rightod itself, for tho people have in largo numbers 
neglected to pay the shopkeepers?, just ns they had refused to 
satisfy the landlords’ claims, and the value of contract 
obligation would very soon have been brought homo to them. 
Another incentive to hold out against paying rent lies in tho 
tenant's consciousness that on making any regular settlement 
he will have to pay the arrears, and unhappily ho has Bpont 
the money tlrnt would enable him to do so. It is unfortunate 
that power was not given to tho Commission to pay to the 
landlord, on behalf of tho tenant, with or without the latter's 
consent, say one-balf tho arrears; ropnyable by a redeemable 
land-tax of small amount, ultimately recoverable from tho 
tenant. Tho necessity of a measure conferring this power 
being token in an autumn Session lias already been pointed 
ont. My belief that the necessity was and still is most 
pressing is confirmed by the anxiety expressed upon the 
subject by every tenant, and many of the landlords with 
whom I converse. The landlords are now very many of 
them in desperate circumstances, partly from the non-pay¬ 
ment of rent, and partly from the large and by them 
unexpected reductions effected or threatened by the Sub- 
Commissions in their incomes. They have therefore begun 
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evicting oil a large scale, and tlie money for which the Lord 
Mayor of London is now applying will go to pay bailiffs and 
emergency men ; indeed, it will do much to ease the pockets 
of the rich landlords, who np to this time liavo generally left 
their pooror brethren to their own resources. On the other 
side, the tenants, if they dam to pay lent in certain districts, 
are threatened with the fearful vengeance of : Captain Moon¬ 
light.’ Until this personage is lmnted out of his accustomed 
beats, thero can, therefore, be little hopo of a hotter slate of 
things. For this purpose not only must rewards of a largo 
amount be paid for information, but informers should be 
offered a free passage to any place out of Ireland in which 
they might feel it safe to settle; as was done in tbo Fenian 
limes. 

The areas of outrage to be operated upon are fortunately 
neitlior many nor extensive. But as a means of economising, it 
might be as well to mount as many of tho new police recruits as 
possible, in order that the largest space might bo commanded 
by a given force. Whenever a tenant pays his rout, or is lor 
any roason obnoxious to his neighbours, the fact should be 
confidentially notified to the Sub-Inspector by tho agent or 
tho priest, und a special guard maintained near his house 
from sunset to dawn. Every road in a disturbed district 
should bo heavily patrolled all night, four men walking 
together at every third of a mile, and overy third party con¬ 
sisting of half-a-dozen mounted men ready to gallop in auy 
direction. This would, no doubt, cost a great deal of money, 
which, with full compensation to tho victim of ovory outrage, 
or in caso of death to his family, should bo exacted from every 
person in the district, landlord or tenant, able to pay, No 
ono could complain, for the landlord would get his mat, tho 
innocent tenant protection, and the gnilty hut a small part of 
his deserts. 1 Every gun and pistol in the possession of a 
man who has not paid his rent should be taken from him. 

1 I have reason to believe that the Government are doubtfill whether 
tho example of injustice which would be set, if they passed a statute 
rendering the proporty of numerous iunooent persons liable to mate good 
damages inflicted by the guilty few, would not increase tho existing de¬ 
moralisation of the peasantry. 
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Such precautions would probably bo effectual in most cases, 
and tliey would certainly save much bloodshed. Let it bo 
remembered that it is only in a few districts that they are 
required—for no greater mistake can bo made than to talk as 
if the whole island were ungovernable. 

By way of illustrating these remarks lot rao relate what 
I have just witnessed within a few miles of these lovely hills 
and hikes. A few days ago Mr. Hussey, Lord Kenmare's 
agent, published an account of the shooting of three men who 
had paid their rent to him. In the Kvmj Sentinel, of 
yesterday's date, 1 find the following observations:—‘Mr. 
Hussey's letters are composed of a tissue of disjointed 

falsehoods.We do not wish to irupnte cowardice or 

laziness lo any of the priests or local patriots in this matter 
concerned, but why did nob some one say to Mr. Ilussey long 
ago ’—and then follows a reference to some unforlunato 
eviction proceedings of Mr. Hussey, said to have resulted in 
the death of a child. It is a habit with some Irish news¬ 
papers to describo all reports of outrages as untrue, and I 
therefore yesterday visited the place for myself. After 
pnsring throngh the town, and across the outlying hills, ray 
carman turned down tho Itahecu Road, eastwards. For 
twouty miles on every hand was a vast extent of gently 
undulating land, hero and. there reclaimed, hut part still in its 
original slate of brown bog. Tho houses were few in number, 
and at first, on 1 jord Kenmaro'B laud, of a miserably poor 
description. Bnt on The O'Douoghno's estate the farmhouses 
were generally largo and well-appointed, and tho fields In 
good condition. At tho JRaheen sehool-houso, the school¬ 
mistress directed us on our wav, and gave mo some interesting 
information about her pupils, from which 1 gathored that 
they are receiving a sound elementary education. Somo 
miles farther on it became necessary to inqnire again, and 
hero n great change took place. Thu shadow of some 
mysterious dread was visible ou every face as soon as iny 
words of inquiry were uttered. One poor girl blushed 
painfully as she denied that she knew whore the first man 
shot could ho found; although she bolonged to the same 
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village. Wo were within a few miles of Mill Street, and in 
tlic notorious district extending from Castle Island on tlit> 
west to Mallow on the east, in wliicli no man’s life is safe for 
an hour if he pays his rent. 1 Captain Moonlight ’ and his 
radians hero act in bands of sometimes thirty or forty- 
together, under tho command of a leader, and are members of 
a sworn confederacy. 

I then passed through Maugbantoorig. Tho people 
rushed to the doors to view tho unaccustomed sight of a 
stranger on a side car. The country is so poor and nn- 
froqnented that my driver, constantly employed for tho last 
tweuty years in excursions about the neighbourhood of 
Killarney, did not even know tho main road. Daniel Cronin's 
dwelling is in a lonely spot, half a mile from tho village, faced 
by the house of a neighbour. He is a man of about fifty, 
tall, spare, with a ruddy complexion. I was informed at tho 
agent's oflice that ho holds under a lease dated March 10, 
1S73, for forty-one years, and a life, at a rent of 10/.; tho 
valuation being 9/. 5s. He has always paid his rent 
punctually, has steadily improved his holding, and refused 
to havo anything to do with tho Leoguo. As is well known, 
the tenantry with a very few exceptions on Lord Kennmiv's 
estato havo refused to pay their rents; but Daniel Cronin 
unfortunately paid. Such being the case, there is great 
blame somewhere for not having tho poor man properly 
proteoled. I need not say that I had the utmost difficulty 
in getting any information from him, his wife, or tho family. 
They wero certain that tho attacking party did not belong to 
tho neighbourhood, but cumo from a distance; and not ono 
word of repining or accusation escaped their lips. Cronin 
was lying in great pain in the back room of his comfortable 
farmhouso. Another person present told mo the sad story of 
the outrage, while the victim occasionally clasped his hands 
and murmured feebly, ‘ T forgive them, whoever they are.’ 

At about eight on Sunday evening, November 2, tho 
family wore preparing for bed, with the exception of tho son, 
a fine young man, who was, as ill-luck wonhl havo it, away, 
when a party of aimed men, with blackened faces, rushed in. 
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The leader immediately knocked the lamp off the table, and 
then stood with his back to the fivo, giving directions, hirst 
Cronin, was strictly questioned as to whether ho had 
paid his rent. His book was callod for, and his denials 
taken down. ‘ What's this woman doing here ? ’ said tho 
leader, suddenly-, and the screaming wife and children woro 
forced into the bed-room. Immediately afterwards they heard 
a loud report; tho door of tho bod-room was released, and 
they hurried hack to find Daniel Cronin staggering and 
fainting, with a great wo end in his thigh. The oliargo of 
shot had passed sideways through tho mnscnlar part of tho 
thigh, half-way between the hip and the knee, behind the 
bone, fortunately without shattering it. The surgeon had 
extracted a circular piece of corduroy two inches square, and 
all the shot, from tho opposite end of the wound. Daniel's 
pulse was firm and regular, and ho seems likely to rocover; 
lmt ho is still iu deadly fear that the assassins may return. 
His wife told mo, with a choking niteranee, that her husband 
went regularly to mass, and bad tha t fatal day attended it. 1 
With n few cheering words, uttered very rnuoli against the 
grain, I left thorn. 

After another half-hour’s drive over the desolato bog I 
reached John Keefo's houso at tho further extromity of 
Lishoen; a village containing, 1 should say, as much filth, 
ruggedness, and misery ns aro distributed over a largo English 
town. The inhabitants seemed to be ull either frightened, or 
gloomy and discontented. One morose-looking man Btood 
oat with his hands in his pockets; but kept bis oyes fixed ou 
tho ground until I bad passed, refusing to moot my glance-. 
I found poor old Keefe very seriously ill. I felt bis wrist, but 
could uofc perceive any pulse. Laying my band over his 
heart I detected its faint, rapid beating, and could observo 
that lie was extremely weak and feverish. His unhappy wife, 

1 It is remarkable how often outrages aro committed on Sunday night. 
Tin- reason is, strange as it may appear, that the superstitions peasantry 
will not, if they can avoid it, take iho life of a man who is unprepared fur 
death. A man who has paid his rent trebles tho risk he runs by going to 
muss. 
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over sixty years of age, had done her best for liini, from first; 
to last, but be was getting -weaker. Tlie villains who liad 
shot Cronin readied hero after tlie old couple were in bed, and 
broke a pano of glass in order to wake them. Keefe opened 
the door in hi3 night-shirt. Two boys wore kept in the back 
room while tho stern examination about the payment of rent 
went on. Tho pass-book and tho lease were inspected, and 
tho old man was cuffed about until bo leaned, almost stupefied, 
against tho table. Then, while his wife cried wildly lo spare 
Jiia life, and offered to do or pay anything for mercy, n shot was 
fired before lior face. Her husband sank to the ground, which 
was rod with his blood, and the ruffians ran off with Bhouta 
and laughter into the darkness. I was shown the hole in tho 
table into which tho shots finally penetrated in one mass, and 
twu were extracted and handed over to me. The weapon 
must almost have touched the man, and tho charge tore away 
the greater port of the calf of his leg. Tho gang then wont 
on to tliu eldest son’s honso, bnt tho old dame told mo, and 
folded her hands with gratitude as sho said it, ‘ He was away, 
sir, by tlie mercy of God, and our blessed Lady tbe Tirgin.’ 
The baud, however, afterwards injured a third person, and then 
dispersed. After all this was over the police, stationed at Rath- 
more, four miles away, commenced their nightly patrol of three 
hours. I have it on tho best authority tlmt tho three roads lty 
which the scono of the outrages could be approached wore all 
watched by scouts, planted to give duo warning of tho approach 
of the police. To my surprise my carman drove me back 
to Killaruey by another route, and it was only after closely 
pressing him that he acknowledged ho did so for my safoty. 
At Killurnoy I went Lo tho polioe station and found the men 
who had shot Cronin and Keefe locked up there. But no 
person would give ovidence against them; although an 
intimation hud been received by tho constables that if Keefe 
died evidence would be forthcoming. They were all neigh¬ 
bours of the victims. Eventually they must bo discharged 
for want of evidence. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THU STATE OF THE CUCXTUY. 

Ivill.u!X>.v : Saturday Evening, December 17. 
Tin: situation grows more and more serious as the winter 
advances. In certain districts, thinly populated, Imt of con¬ 
siderable extent, tho ordinary administration of the Govern¬ 
ment lias temporarily ceased. Rents, county cess, and other 
local rates are not paid ; and, as I was told to-day by a priest 
holding oftice in a disaffected part of tlio country, even the 
incomes of tho clergy are beginning to Buffer. Whether a 
supplementary cry of ‘Ho dues’ would not, however, assist 
the restoration of order is a lair subject l'or speculation. The 
large number of Irishmeu who, though they can well afford to 
do so, now refuse to pay rent, may persuade themselves that 
by devoting money contracted to be paid to the owners of 
their lunds to the purchase oE spurious whiskey, and to the 
maintenance of one or two exiles at Paris, they are doing 
more for Ireland Ilian O’Donnell and all the other departed 
patriots. They may ho, as they believe, escaping from tho 
bondage of centuries, hut it cannot he denied that tlioy are 
crawling to freedom through on exceedingly dirty sewer. No 
great Revolution has ever been accomplished hitherto uporn 
the basis of putty theft. 

Bo that as it may, the Government must face the certain 
prospect of a large number of attempts being made to murder 
and injure well-disposed porsons during tho next throe months. 
The measures already adopted, if canned out by capable 
officials, ought to render altogether unnecessary tho abolition 
of Trial by Jury, and the institution of some more stringent 
procedure. But if so, the additional police must be selected 
from men of mature age and fall discretion; not likely in the 
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(searches for arms to be guilty of any unnecessary intrusion, 
or outrage upon susceptible people—and Ireland is populated 
bv susceptible, not to say irritablo, people. The Inspector- 
General, therefore, should be allowed to accept the services of 
flint large class of reserve mon over forty, the age limited in 
the recent circular, who have bcon settled in the midst of the 
people ever since their retirement from active duty. The 
recruits, moreover, must be quickly drafted into the disturbed 
parishes, and in sufficient numbers. I refer, to these particu¬ 
lars because they are, at least in some district stations,,im- 
perfeotly recognised as essential. Tor instance, I was told by 
a spruce young sub-inspcctor the other day, that he thought 
it was useless to increase the police force, as 1 the roads bv 
whieb they could operate would always be watched at night.’ 
The idea of patrolling those roads in sufficient force to impress 
‘ Captain Moonlight ’ with the necessity of staying at home had 
evidently not occurred to this gentleman, anil when it was 
suggested it was by him superciliously pooh-poohed. Again, 
it will be of small service to law-abiding citizens to organise, 
with great pains, an additional force of police ready to take the 
field when the winter and the winter outrages arc past. Only 
a day or two ago I was told how a retired policeman liacl 
applied for leave to join the force in his district, and had been 
sent off with the exouse that the county Inspector was away 
for a few days, and that nothing could be done until his 
return. 

Muoh has been made of some verdicts recently found by 
•luries at the Assizes, in order to argue that intimidation is 
on the decline. But this reasoning is somewhat fallacious. 
The case moat relied upon is that of a band of ruffians, who 
in England conld hardly have been preserved, in the strongest 
gaol, from being lynched. They were convicted of breaking 
into a woman's house by night, firing into a bed full of 
obildren, and wounding her little daughter. Apart from the 
unmanly brutality of their couduet, peculiarly odious to the 
average Irishman, there was this additional fact to account 
for the verdict of 1 Gnilt-y ’—namely, that the offence was in 
no sense whatever one against the Land League. And 



162 


IS EL AXD CEDES THE LAXD ACT. 


n gain at the -verdict in this case may ho set the case reported 
yesterday, where, after the clearest evidence of an agrarian 
crime committed as part of the 1 No Rent ’ programme, the 
Jury have refused to convict. No one can hlame a Jnror for 
taking this course. It is no exaggeration Lo say that, in the 
great part of four counties at least, the payment of rent, or 
the return of an apparent assassin as ' Gnilty,’ subjects a 
Juryman to tho danger of immediate murder. At Cork the 
Jurors have found a fair proportion of verdicts against the 
prisoners. But at the Cork Assizes the Juries are regularly 
]moked by the Crown with Protestant shopkeepers, who are 
smarting under tho loss of trade resulting from tho operations 
of the League. Catholic after Catholic is ordered to ‘ stand 
by.’ I have read the evidence in these cases, and believe the 
vordicts were right, and the punishments by no means too 
severe; but it is absurd and dangerous to rely upon verdicts 
thus obtained, in a populous city, where no retaliation is 
possible, as evidence of a change of feeling in the country. 

Of course this state of things has brought, and is bringing, 
retribution. A few days ago 1 read a report in several news¬ 
papers that the Earl of Kenmare was aboat finally to dis¬ 
charge his labourers, and to leave the country, I saw Lord 
Kenmare yesterday evening, sud in the course of conversation 
ascertained from him that this statement, though, not strictly 
correct, had sufficient foundation to justify some reference to 
it. Tt appears that his Lordship is in tho habit of spending 
weekly something like 400/.. in wages to labourers npon his 
Kerry estate, a very small proportion of that expenditure 
being connected with tho preservation of the demesne. Over 
100,0001. has from first to last been laid ont upon this properly 
by the landlord. It is Lord Keumare’s invariable practice to 
present slate and timber to any tenant desirous of erecting a 
cottage for himself, and generally a kindly superintendence 
would appeax* to he extended over the tenantry and their con¬ 
cerns. Lord Kenmare adverted in a tone of courtly regret to, 
my somewhat depreciatory description of his village of Lisheen, 
and gave an explanation of its condition, which, in all justice, 
ought to be reproduced. The estate, which is of great size, 
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-.703 leased in former days to middlemen, who, looking uprm 
the tenants merely as rent-producing animals, allowed them 
to Ml mostly into the pitiable condition of life still observable 
at- Lisheen. From this state of misery it is Lord Kenmare's 
laudable ambition to rescue them, and, so far as his income 
will allow, he is devoting himself to the gradual but material 
amelioration of their lot. It was true, ho said, that he htul 
beon compelled to give all his labourers warning that he must 
discharge them at the end of the month, and the reason was a 
prndontial one. Ont of over two thousand tenants, only a 
score or so have paid rent, and the consequence is that no 
fund has been provided for the payment of the labourers. 
Lord Ken mare, however, said that as soon as the present 
terrible state of things had come to an end, it was his inten¬ 
tion to return immediately, and resume his duties os one of 
the few great landlords resident in Ireland. 

At Tralee the other day, I was told by Michael, the old 
waiter at the principal hotel iu the town, that he had paid for 
the outfit and passage to America of his son and his nieoe last 
winter, with the most happy results. The son was a carpenter 
in the employment of Lord Konmaro, earning If. 8s. a week. 
He obtained work the day after landing in America, and his 
earnings have since averaged 31. 12s. a-week. Tho niece, 
who was a dressmaker, is now making about 1O0Z. a-year. or 
more than three timos the income of a Western farmer in this 
country. Stories of this sort, circulated from homestead to 
homestead, not only stimulate emigration, but moke people 
discontented with their lot in Ireland. 

The decisions of tho Commissioners now sitting here have, 
as a rule, given satisfaction to both sides. There are, how¬ 
ever, some judgments open to quostion. In a case of ‘ Flahive 
v. Hussey,’ the landlord had bought the farm under the 
Encumbered Estates Act. He had not raised tho rent above 
the amount paid in 1884, namely, 551. Tho him, which was 
pasture, had obviously increased in value, since thB price of 
dairy produce is higher by about two-thirds. Upon these facts 
the Co mmissi oners have reduced the rent to 451. In one of 
the conveyances by the Court I find the following passage in 
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the authorised particulars of sale:—‘The tenants are respect¬ 
able and most comfortable; the rents are exceedingly moderate, 
and may be readily increased.’ Now, I am informed, that 
although not a shilling has been added to the rents, every 
one of these respectable and comfortable tenants has dragged 
the unlucky purchaser before the Commission. In a case of 
‘ Shanahan r. Denny, 1 the tenant holds a hundred acres, prin¬ 
cipally pasture. He has not, during fourteen years, drained a 
single acre. He has borrowed nearly a thousand pounds from 
his friends; he 1ms ten children, and is deeply involved. His 
rent, which was reduced from 75/. to 55/. when he took tho 
farm, has been lowered by the Commissioners to 44/. In both 
these cases L made a private inspection of tho holdings, and I 
can testify that Flahive’s consists in the main of good sweet 
pasture land, that much of Shanahan's is equally good, and 
nearly all wonld be extremely valuable if scored with a few 
simple stone drains. Facta like these certainly invite comment. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE CONSTABULARY. 

Dublin, Wednesday Night, December 21. 
The men of the Royal Irish Constabulary, in respect of 
discipline, loyalty, and, one may ttdd, length, of limb, •will 
compare favourably with any armed force in Her Majesty's 
service. To their vigilance and devotion a great number of 
persons, too honest and too shrewd to engage in vain rebellion, 
are indebted for the safety of their properly, and the pro¬ 
longation of their lives from day to day. Their duties are 
primarily those of police; but they are ready at a moment's 
notice to act as efficient infantry soldiers, and in some districts 
just now they are practically what I think Mr. Bright once 
styled them, 'an army of occupation in disgniBe.* The 
character of the Constabulary for sobriety is well established. 
Their dress is the dark groen tunic with tlie spiked helmet of 
the 60th Rifles. Their arms are a short snider rifle, a sword 
bayonet, and, in some cases, a revolver. The force consists 
of an inspector-general, with four assistants, thirty-five 
county inspector, about two hundred sub-inspctors, two 
hundred and thirty-two head constables, and nearly eleven 
thousand constables, acting constables, and sub-constables. 
Tho Government has very wisely ordered a large temporary 
addition to be made to this body j bnt recrnits have not come 
in very rapidly. There is a smouldering dissatisfaction felt 
at the order that soldiers from the reserve may join and wear 
the Constabulary uniform. The constables highly resent this; 
and anyone who knows how superior their character and 
education are to those of private soldiers can hardly lie 
surprised at their feeling hurt. They fear that the old uni- 
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form would be disgraced, and desire, tlmt if the soldiers join, 
they shall wear their military uniforms. The cost incurred 
iu maintaining the force, amounting to about a million pounds 
per annum, is paid oat of the Consolidated JFund, and a further 
sum lias of late years been levied for extra police. The Con- 
stabulary aTe very unequally distributed over the country, 
and it is noticeable that in four of the most disturbed counties 
tho proportion of police to population^isJlower than in any 
part of Ireland. Although the constables are drawn from 
the ranks of the peasantry, they are, of course, extremely 
unpopular in the disturbed districts. So much depends upon 
their zeal and energy, that it is obvionidy a wise polioy to keep 
thorn contented, and some consideration of their grievances, 
which they aro now very seriously pressing on the attention 
of Government, may not be onb of place. It is under¬ 
stood, indeed, that a commission of officers is now Bitting, or 
is about to sit, for the purpose of reporting upon the matter, 
and great speculation is indulged in as to what they umy have 
to say on the snbject 

I had lately an opportunity of ascertaining the men’s 
views in an unexpected way. Sitting one eveniug in my 
room at an hotel in Castletown, during the West Cork 
evictions, I was somewhat surprised to hear that three con¬ 
stables wished to see me. There was banded me a sealed 
envelope, containing tho following document:— 

' Castletown, December 2, 1881. 

‘ Sir,—We, being elected as a deputation for the purpose 
of bringing under your notice the position and claims of the 
lloyul Irish Constabulary, respectfully request yon to grant 
us a hearing. 

* The Special Commissioner of The Standard.' 

Three stalwart fellows wore forthwith ushered in, the smallest 
of whom was nearly six: feet in height. They had intended 
to apply to Mr, Herbert Gladstone for an audienoe, but he 
had suddenly left Castletown before they could communioate 
with him. The grievances mentioned to me by these men 
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appear to be typical, and they may be classified as follows:— 
First, ou the subject of pensions. It seems that up to 
18t)6 a constable or sub-constable was entitled, under a 
btatute passed early in her Majesty's reign, upon completing 
thirty year's’ service, to retire on full pay. A new scale of 
pensions was, however, laid out in April, 18(>6, applicable to 
the cases of men joining after that time. By that Beale a 
man under the rank of sub-inspector, upon retiring after 
thirty years’ service, is only entitled to, or rather qnaliiied 
for, a pension equal to threo.fifths of his pay, with a decreasing 
scale for a shorter period of service. One condition required 
as a qualification for a penhiou is the payment of l!j per 
cent, annually from tho men’s pay. It is very difficult for 
the retired men to exist upon these reduced amounts, many of 
them being broken in health, burdened with the weight of 
years, and the expense of large families. What they wish is to 
revert to tho old system, to give back two per cent, from 
their annual pay, and be entitled, as tlioir fortunate pro- 
decessors were after thirty years’ service, to full pay as 
pension. ‘ We are no less loyal or worthy,’ argued the 
spokesman, * than those who went before us; and why are 
we less deserving of the consideration of the Government 
and of the country we faithfully serve ? ’ 

The second grievance concerns allowances to married men. 
The Government gives a bachelor constable his pay weekly, 
provides him. with uniform, arms, and barrack-lodging; but 
each maa has to bny for himself food, boots, and linen. A 
married man, not being accommodated in barracks, has to 
pay from 12/. to 14/. per annum for house-rent and fuel 
Though a soldier has eheap rations and canteens, free libraries, 
recreation-rooms, and useful literature provided for him, the 
Constabulary are not thus favoured. The married man, more¬ 
over, cannot, like a soldier, command free education for his 
children; or remember, as he lies wounded, that hia wife will 
bp pensioned if be dies, and bis little ones carefully placed 
in life. 

Another complaint is, that the system of promotion is 
unfair. When vacancies occur in the office of snb-inspector 
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they are filled almost exclusively from the sons of the inferior 
squirearchy, a small number only being- given to the sons of 
old Constabulary officers, upon the nomination of the Inspector- 
General. Only about a filth aro chosen from the ranks of the 
head constables. General dissatisfaction, 1 was informed, 
also prevails -with respect to the promotion of snb-constahles 
to tbo grade of acting constable and constable. It depends 
entirely on the sub-inspector and county inspector whether a 
particular man shall be admitted to the examinations, and it 
is said that this plan results in favonrites of the local gentry 
obtaining the good graces of the officers. 

What I am informed the Constabulary desire is, that all 
promotions to tho rank of sub-inspector, or to any lesser 
lank, should be made from the members of the next lower 
rank, after a competitive examination restricted to men who 
shall have served a certain number of years; a few vacancies 
being reserved, on easier examination, for deserving men of 
long service. This plan is already adopted in the case of 
promotions from the rank of constable to that of head con- 
ntable, and, so far, is stated to give great satisfaction. Another 
point to which the three men who visited me at Castletown 
attached much importance, was an increase of lodging allow¬ 
ance for service out of a man's district, from 2s. 6J. to 3s. a 
day upon all occasions. One of the men—a bashful giant, 
well ovpr six feet high—seemed to think, further, that it was 
a great hardship to forbid a sub-constable to marry until he 
had served seven years. I should observe, injustice to these 
men, that they all expressed themselves with the utmost 
propriety concerning thoir officers and tho Government; but 
they complained of tho cold and hostile feeling exhibited by 
t he populace towards them, and assured me that the poorest 
accommodation was offered them, and the heaviest prices 
demanded from them, wherever they went. 

The Irish landlords will, I understand, adopt the policy of 
* No Surrender ’ at their approaching meetings. In sixty per 
oent. of the deoided cases they have entered appeals; and, if 
this proportion of appeals to decisions is maintained, it is clear 
that tho Courts of the three Chief Commissioners will be 
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effectually blocked, and the Land Act mado waste-paper of. 
As regards arrears, they will in every case, where there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that the tenant has the money, 
be rigorously enforced; anil the situation, therefore, can 
hardly be expected to change for the bettor. I see that Mr. 
Herbert Gladstone, in his address at Manchester, makes light 
of the difficulties in the way of a peaceful settlement. It is 
no doubt true, as he says, that the number of outrages is—at 
least in certain of the Irish papers—exaggerated. But bow 
many cases of ontrage are there which escape notice and 
publication ? Last week I visited two poor men lying with 
shattered limbs some fifteen miles from Killarney. To-day [ 
learn by a private letter that a few lionrs after I left the 
town, a number of men broke into a farmer’s house less than 
a mile awuy, and fired a charge of amall shot through his 
legs, exactly as in tho cases of the two victims at Lisheen. 
The man’s name is Patriuk Donoghne, and his only crime 
was that of purchasing a farm from a friendly and willing 
vendor. Now this outrage has not yot been noticed in any 
newspaper, and it liad not np to this morning been reported 
to the police. 1 

1 The mutter was shortly afterwards reported to the locul police. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

CHRISTMAS EVE. 

J'oHr.iN, Saturday Night, I>ueember 24. 
Afriilt nearly two months' hard work, both, in and out of 
Court, the three Commissioners and the thirty-six Assistant 
Commissioners are about to enjoy a well-earned Christinas 
vacation. They all need rest and relaxation.; and, moreover, 
it is understood that certain of the lay members of the roving 
tribunals, having clambered over countless stone fences, and 
trotted through unspeakable bogs, moBt perforce replnce their 
damaged equipments. They might do worse than provide 
themselves with serviceable skates for inspecting estates 
which are subject to floods in winter. Thus they might 
not only turn tho severity of the season to account in 
moving more rapidly over tho frozen fields, but relieve the 
inevitable tedium of court business by on exhilarating and 
healthfol sport. 

Tho Grst day of the New Tear is to be the last of their 
short holiday. They have been exposed to ceaseless criticism 
and reproach. Their.post his to ides have been carefully sought 
out and unfolded in the papers; and the estimated amount 
of their former income fully sot forth. One paper has not 
scrupled to call them ‘ mercenary hirelings,’ and in public 
speeches they are compaied to the messengers of Ahab, and 
otherwise abused. A gentleman said to me the other day, 
‘ ff I had an estate which one of these Sub-Commissions was 
approaching, I would take my stand on the verge of it, and 
the first of them that set his foot upon it, by heaven, sir, T 
would shoot him.’ This kind of language is wide of the 
mark. No doubt what Los been going on for the past two 
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montlis is a kind of olumsy revaluation of Irish land, in the 
coarse of which injustice may havo been done in a few special 
cases. But it is notorious that, before leaving Dublin for 
thoir districts, each of the Assistant Commissioners had to pass 
strict examinations, in which the Chief Secretary himself 
took part; and, further, that the necessary principles for de¬ 
termining fair rents were agreed to at a genoral meeting of 
the Chief and Assistant Commissioners, and other officials. 
These principles aro easily discoverable from their decisions, 
and were something like tho following:—'First, to curry out 
Healy’s clause as liberally as possible; secondly, whore neither 
landlord nor tenant had improved the holding, but tbo land¬ 
lord had, without apparont cause, raised tho rent, to restore it 
to the old figure; thirdly, where there were no improvements, 
nor raising of rents, and no other distinct index of value, to 
fall baok upon Griffith's valuation. All such rules were to be 
subject to modification upon the inspotion of each particular 
holding by the lay Commissioners. 1 In the poorer oloases of 
holdings in the West, it cannot bo denied that the ‘ live and 
let live ’ principle has also to some estent guided the Com¬ 
missioners. Hero there may he ground for complaint against 
them. At the same time, sooiug the misery of the Western 
ocoupiers, and administering a statute based upon the idea of 
fixity of tenure, the Assistant Commissioners would have 
been more or less than men if they had refused to lower rents. 

Gentlemen who complain that these tenants will stay and 
‘ vegetate on two or three acres of land ’ Bhould romember 
that there is no escape from the process. I havo been told by 
more than one man in tho West how gladly be would emigrate 
if he had hut the money. The Emigration Clause is merely 
a symmetrical ornament to the structure of the Act, like one 

1 I meant tu convey here, first, that boforo an Assistant Commissioner 
was appoint*! to a district, he waa onutuned by the Chief Secretary and 
others; secondly, that the Commissioners and Assistant Comtniasionew 
afterwards, and independently, arrived at certain principles of decision, 
which might be deduced from their judgments. Esmarks by tho Earl of 
Pembroke and Mr. Kavanogb, M.P., upon the passage in my letter, will lie 
found in the Appendix. 
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of those gilt ‘ dummy ’ pipos in a grand organ which arc 
doomed to stand mute for over in. tho hurricane of sound. 
Under the Emigration Clause no tenant has a right to apply 
singly. There must be a great exodus from thickly populated 
districts, and the borrowers must be either a foreign state, 
a colony, or at the least a public company. What is wanted is 
a scheme—first, for supplying the intending emigrant with 
tools, outfit, a passage ticket, and food during the voyage; 
secondly, for lending to tho foreign government direct a snm 
sufficient to transport the settler and his family to the allotted 
farm, to build liim a house, and to provido him with soed and 
food until the first harvest time arrives. Tho cost for each 
family would be about the same as tho annual cost of a single 
soldier in Ireland. There is thus an easy method of recon¬ 
ciling an obdurate Treasury to the inovihuble expenditure. 
If a soldier were withdrawn for ovory family assisted out, the 
balanoe of power would not be greatly disturbed. At all 
events, since a man going from an overpopulated to an under¬ 
populated country benefits tho first more immediately than 
the second, he should be treated on leaving it as a public 
benefactor, and duly honoured and rowardod, instead of being 
thrust out ns an enemy, and marooned upon some inhospitable 
shore. 

The Chief Commissioners will sit for the first time to hear 
appeals at Belfast on January l J next, and will take coses 
from tho counties Down, Antrim, Armagh, and Monaghan. 
It is a great mistake to suppose that they cannot meddle with 
the fair rents fixed by tho Assistant Commissioners. Each 
appeal will be in the nature of a rehearing of the case; and, 
in the first few cases at least, two valuers of land of unim¬ 
peachable ability and fairness—namely, Mr. Murrough 
O'Brien and Mr. Grey—will inspect the lands, and report 
upon their condition to the Commissioners. Here arises a 
now danger to the Act. Sixty per cent, of the recorded 
dociflions are appealed from, and nearly seventy thousand 
cases have been entered for trial. If tho same proportion of 
appeals to decisions be preserved, the three Commissioners 
will have forty-two thousand appeals to hear, which, at the 
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higli rate of ten per week, ^ould occupy them fourscore years 
and more. Thus the overwhelming pressure of business in 
the Courts of Fiint Instance, which has vainly been met by 
the multiplication of Commissions, will be concentrated finally 
upon the one tribunal of appeal. 

There is only one way in which to meet this difficulty— 
tho great mass of the litigants must he induced to settle out 
of court upon the basis of the decisions in the Chief Commis¬ 
sioners’ Court sitting on appoal. At present there are no 
signs of such an arrangement, the League having set landlord 
and tenant fairly by the ears. There would be some hope 
left if more of the great landlords, accepting the inevitable, 
would mate abatements, as tbo Duke of Leinster and the 
Earl of Dnnravon have done. The great landlords, however, 
fear thnt, by yielding to the cry for abatements in the face of 
the growing determination on the part of tenants to refuse 
rents altogether, they would be fatally compromising tho 
interests of tho large class of landlords whose available 
incomes would, upon a general abatement, totally disappear. 
The ill-advised and ill-conducted meeting at t.be Rotundo on 
Thursday was principally composed of these lesser landlords, 
and I would urge this plea on their bobalf, that, however in¬ 
discreet or violent some of their speeohes might have been, 
they are in the position of desperate men, face to face with 
destruction. I fear that their generally expressed hope, that 
tho Chief Commissioners upon appeal will, to some extent, 
restore the old scale of rent, is fated to disappointment. A 
small enhancement of the fixed judicial rents cannot help 
them; while a large one would unquestionably destroy any 
remaining chance of bringing about an accommodation be¬ 
tween landlordism and the country at large, and produce a 
sharper orisis in Irish affairs than it is desirable to encounter. 
Many of the gentlemen I saw on Thursday at the meeting 
were old aud feeble, without any knowledge of business; 
utterly unable to compete for a livelihood in the world with 
trained and younger men. Up to last autumn it wns gene¬ 
rally admitted that the rental of Ireland was comparatively 
low, and upon that assumption, probably, it was that certain 
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assurances wore given to tbo landlords during tho passage of 
tho Bill, which disarmed much dangerous opposition, and left 
no opening or occasion for tbo introduction of a Compensation 
Clause. Relying upon those declarations, which were re¬ 
garded on all bunds as justified by the facts, tho landlords 
spared tlio Bill. It now appears that those complacent assu¬ 
rances have lured many of them to destruction, as they cannot 
lie put la stalv quo; and they argne that the honour of the 
Ministry, and of Parliament itself, requires the prompt con¬ 
sideration of the matter. Over and over again T have heard 
unfortunate landlords express their unalterable faith that the 
fairness and conscientiousness of Englishmen will mako some 
amends for the mistake into which they fell fonr months ago. 

At tho same time, reviewing broadly the work of the Land 
Courts, I am bound to say that the Act, such as it is, baa 
been fairly administered. I have scon moro of its actnnl 
working by tho different Commissions than, perhaps, any 
person in Ireland, and I unhesitatingly assert that more 
painstaking, intelligent, and high-minded men than the great 
balk of the Assistant Commissioners could not be found. 

One discovers a strange reluctaneo on tbe part of tbe 
great titled landlords, especially the Whigs among them, to 
take up tho question of compensation. It may be that politi¬ 
cal considerations stand in the way; but if the sorely-needed 
Landlords’ Relief Fund is not to be provided by Parliament., 
it would only he fair to pass an Act diminishing all animal 
charges, including the interest on mortgages, proportionally 
with the rent oat of which they were expected to be paid, 
and upon tho amount of which they were calculated. A 
downright contribution of say ten years’ purchase upon the 
reductions of rent, mised by lmporial taxation, ns the price 
of a contented Ireland, would bo a juster, simpler plan, and 
one entirely consistent with Parliamentary traditions. I may 
here mention tho encouraging fact that the pnrehasing powers 
of the Commission are at lust beginning to bo put in motion. 
Under Section 2b tho Commission may lend to t enants de¬ 
sirous of purchasing their holdings three-fourths of the price, 
instead of the two-thirds authorised by the Act of 1870. 
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Fifty applications have been received under this Section, and 
the Commissioners have agrood to advance about seventeen 
thousand pounds. A few days ago they bought an estate in 
County Down, belonging to a solicitor named O’Donnell, at 
the request of the tenants. There are twenty-soven tenants 
upon it, bolding in all four hundred and thirty-two acre--'. 
Each tenant finds oue-fourtk of the purchase-money ; the 
Commissioners advance the remainder; and the interest, pay¬ 
able for thirty-five years only, by the tenants to the Commis¬ 
sioners, with the interest at five per cent, upon the one-fourth 
which it may be assumed was privately advanced, amount 
together to just about the prosont rent. Another fact worthy 
of special roference is the great increase of applications to fix 
a fair rent from Mayo, averaging about one hundred and 
thirty a day. 

The great difficulty in the working of the Act is of course 
this vory large and unexpected nnrnber of applications. A 
serious error, based upon an insufficient consideration of the 
litigiousnese inherent in the Irish character, was committed 
in establishing the Land Court. It wrb no doubt hoped that 
after a few teat cases had been, heard all the remaining cases 
would be aettlod out of Court. But no Irishman would be 
willing to pay more than he thought fair, merely because his 
neighbour in a similar holding had teen adjudged liable to 
pay the same. If the Act is to be worked to any purpose 
before the prosont generation has passed away altogether. i(s 
progress must be at once accelerated. Either official valuator's 
mast be appointed, with an official title and a liberal salary, 
to go round and value lands, and be ready to give evidence 
upon the question of value when the Commissioners arrive ; 
or the Commissions must be split up, ono Lay Commissioner 
sitting in Court with tbo President, while the second is valid ug 
a different holding from that before the Court, and next day, 
the Second Lay Commissioner sitting in Court with the Presi¬ 
dent, while the first inspects a third holding. This question 
of valuators, so often discussed in thefio columns, has been at 
last seriously considered by the Government in conjunction 
with the Commissioners. 
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The question of arrears, tho importance of which 1 brought 
forward some months ngo, reqniros an amendment of the 
Act, and it still remains to be dealt with. It was hoped 
that the bishops of the Homan Catholic Church in Ireland 
might have thought it iucnmbent upon them, after fclio issue 
of the No llont manifesto, to meet and denounco that docu¬ 
ment, and the policy of it. One prelate did, in feet, perform 
his duty individually in this respect, and it is well known that 
the majority of tho bishops disapprove of the latest doctrine 
put forth by tho Land League. But in view uf the effect of 
the French Revolution, not more distinctly agrarian than the 
present one in Ireland, upon their Church, as seen in the 
present condition of France, it is strange that some com¬ 
bined protest and seutenco has not been fulminated by 
their Lordships collectively. Tho truth seems to be that the 
bishops are seriously discouraged, not to say ‘ huffed,’ by the 
email regard paid to tbeir recommendations forwarded to the 
Government. They distinctly advised that sufficient pro¬ 
vision should be made for paying the landlord his arrears, or 
otherwise dealing with thorn without leaving the impoverished 
tenantry wholly liable for them. This has not been done, and 
until an Act has been passed, as apparently it must sooner or 
later be passed, disposing of this qnestion in the spirit and 
direction indicated, by the bishops, they will not interfere be¬ 
tween the Government and the people. The decisions of the 
Commissioners, cutting down rents nearly 25 per cent., have 
confirmed thorn in the conviction that it would be umughteous 
to exact arrears due upon the rent-scale thus judicially pro¬ 
nounced excessive. Tbeir action is farther hampered by the 
.strong support given to the League by certain of their 
numlier, and these by no means the least inSuential and 
eloquent. It is this division of opinion which prevents the 
Pope from uttering any words of counsel at the present junc¬ 
ture. The bishops cannot excommunicate those who commit 
outrages, for the simple reason that any person belonging to 
u secret unlawful society, and bound by an oath, is ipso facto 
excommunicate according to the Common Law of the Church. 
Besides, since the outbreak of the agitation, the attendance at 
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chapel has notably decreased, and no Whileboy, or follower of 
‘ Captain Moonlight,’ ever presents himself, knowing that 
■without a promise to disconnect himself from his society, 
which would result in his assassination, he conld not obtain 
absolution. For the reasons above stated, the bishops are 
averse to taking up the excellent idea of the Bishop of Elpliin, 
to found Tenants’ Defence Associations in every parish, for the 
purpose of fairly working the Land Act in a law-abiding 
spirit, and protecting the interests of tenants. The Bishop's 
plan was that the clorgy should manage such associations 
under the presidency of the bishops, and the Government 
took the earliest opportunity of notifying their willingness to 
allow, and even support such a scheme. Mr. Parnell and Mr. 
Egan, however, denounced the contemplated Associations im¬ 
mediately upon hearing of them with an. amount of vehemence, 
which showed they were afraid that the League might he 
replaced by them. Partly from this opposition, partly from 
the disinclination of other bishops to co-operate, the scheme 
has, even in Dr. GUlooly’s own diocese, fallen through. 

The Commissioners fully realise the urgent necessity for a 
large and immediate development of the means of dealing 
with countless applications standing unheard in their hooks. 
In the opinion both of the Government and the Commission 
the plan of sending round valuers, with an official title and a 
sufficient salary, who, after inspecting the holdings in dispute, 
should make a confidential report to the Sub-Commissioners, 
is by far the best. The mere mnlliplioation of Sub-Commis¬ 
sions, sitting but half their time as at present, besides entail¬ 
ing vast expense, would make a comparatively small impression 
upon the arrears. But an insuperable difficulty lies in the 
way of the scheme for appointing official valuers. An amend¬ 
ment sanctioning their appointment was actually prof>osed in 
tho House of Commons daring the debates on the Bill, and 
negatived. It is accordingly felt that although the circum¬ 
stances have widely changed, and the House would now, in till 
probability, agree to such an amendmeut without a IvMijidr' 
division, it would still be highly indecorous to do under the 
general powers of the Act what the House distinctly forbade 
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to lio done. A middle coarse will, in all probability, be taken. 
Under Section 45, the Commission may, with the consent of 
the Treasnry, employ sucli actuaries, surveyors, and other 
persons os they may think fit, for the purpose of enabling the 
Land Commission to carry into effect any of the provisions of 
this Act. Pour or five surveyors of eminence, and a further 
number, if necessary, will, it is expected, be at once appointed 
under this section. Their duties will consist in reporting 
upon tho nature and value of lands to the Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners, especially where there is a division of opinion upon a 
Sub-Commission. Mr. Grey, the agent of the late Lord 
"Derby, will, with Mr. Murrough O'Brien, value holdings for 
the Chief Commissioners sitting npon appeal. Mr. Grey 
holds a distinct office altogether, that of Assessor to tho Com¬ 
mission, and his reports will, where necessary, be supplemented 
by thoso of the official surveyors. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE DA.XCHuB.OUS AREA. 


Dcnux : Monday Evoning, January 2, 1SS2. 

The Government have at last recognised the long scouted 
truth that in politics, as in surgory, force is after all the first 
remedy for serious dislocations. There are some t-tntesmen, 
once perhaps in their youth to a greater or less extent ac¬ 
quainted with the feelings and tendencies of the subject 
masses, who, having been, since they became responsible 
administrators, dependent for information upon doll subordi¬ 
nates, will persist in legislating as if all minds were passionless 
and logical—mere machines, the action of which could bo 
exactly calculated and controlled. The predominance of this 
class has over and over again contributed to the historical 
misfortunes of Ireland. Only four months ago it seems to 
have been confidently expected tliat the rnde and savage man 
of Munster would how an obedient breast before the vising 
Sun of Justice, and, after a brief devotional interval, fall to 
work digging, draining, and reaping, like a Midlothian lease¬ 
holder, or a Mediaeval Dutchman. The Land Act has not yet 
justified the trumpeting which heralded its birth, and tho lar¬ 
gesse which followed. Rents have been lowered in the most 
startling manner—whether rightly or wrongly is not now the 
question. Instead of purging ‘landlordism’ of its noxious 
elements, the Sab-Commissions have begun to devour it like 
wolves, and seem in a fair way to make an end of it at one 
meal. And the strange thing is that-, after the sacrifice of 
innumerable victims, no peace follows the Ministerial auguries. 
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Sundry Ministers, being Irish landlords, have in fact deeply 
but vainly scored themselves with the legislative knife, while 
that linntod prophet, Parnell, stands by and mocks them. 
The Premier’s reputation itself is further endangered by the 
reckless flaying and slioing of landlordism: just as a great 
surgical lecturer may fatally wound himself with tho dissect¬ 
ing scalpel. After throwing a quarter or more of the land¬ 
lords’ share of Irish estates to their tenants, the appetite of 
the latter grows with what it feeds on. It is now more 
clamorous than ever, and the political danger of tho agrarian 
movement, which was to be cheeked by the Land Act, has 
distinctly increased. 

Outrages of an aggravated character wore soon dis¬ 
covered to be so numerous that it became almost impossible to 
direct the necessary investigations and to perform simul¬ 
taneously the ordinary functions of Government. A Ohiof 
Secretary for Ireland is at all times in a peculiarly trying 
position. He really does the duties of an entire Cabinet. 
But Mr. Forster has found the added role of a military com- 
mander-iu-chiet too much for bis energies, and, to do him 
justice, for his inclination. The country has accordingly been 
mapped out into military, or, os they are called, * Constabu¬ 
lary,’ districts, each under the rule of a disguised major- 
general, bearing the innocent-looking civilian’s title of 1 Resi¬ 
dent Magistrate.’ To him is committed the command of the 
military and civil forces within the limits of his small province. 
He is to improve the system of patrolling, and to effect some 
mysterious * changes in present arrangements.' For any 
such ‘changes’ the new officers aro to bo accountable to tho 
Inspector-General of Constabulary, and to the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant, though it is not impossible that Parliament may also, 
when it meets, claim to have some voioe in the matter. 

How, that there was a necessity for more efficient patrol¬ 
ling in their districts there can be no doubt. To speak 
plainly, some of the resident magistrates and sub-inspectors 
required to be stirred up in this respect. Not long since I 
heard a sub-inspector deprecate tho proposed increase in the 
force as useless. A few nights afterwards a man was shot 
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within a mile of the station in which he 'was speaking. 
Wherever a man lias paid his rent, or otherwise opposed him¬ 
self to the ‘No Rent’ party, he requires protection. The 
Government have accordingly selected fivo determined und 
masterfnl magistrates to take charge of the scheduled dis¬ 
tricts. They are mostly military men; and one of them, Mr. 
Clifford Lloyd, has already proved what a Him, if somewhat 
heavy, hand can do in the repressing of ontrages. I have been 
at the pains of making certain calculations bearing on the 
condition of the twelve scheduled counties, the results of which 
may be considered worth attention. They comprise in all 
about ten millions six thousand four hundred and thirty-five 
acres—nearly half the surface of Ireland. They are inhabited 
by two millions seventy-nine thousand and seventy-five per¬ 
sons—that is to say, nearly 40 per cent, of the Irish people. 
Of these inhabitants more than 93 per cent, are Rmnan 
Catholics ; the general proportion of Catholics to Protestants 
in Ireland being only 76 per cent. Upon an average nearly 3b 
per cent, of the people in this area can neither read nor write— 
the average of illiterates in Ireland, including Ulslor, being 
only 83 percent. There are, taking these twelve counties alto¬ 
gether, 24 constables to every ten thousand of the population, 
the average in all Ireland being twenty-one. 55 per cent, of the 
land scheduled is pasture, as against 49 per cent throngliout 
Ireland. 24 per cent, is tillage, against nearly 28 per cunt, and 
18 per cent, of bog against 20 per cent, generally. The small 
residua of the laud is laid out as plantation. The number of 
holdings valued at 4?. and under, is the same as it is all over the 
country, namely 33 per cent. Other figures, resulting from com¬ 
parison and calculation of statistics, have, howover, to he ex¬ 
amined with these. In regal'd to the sensible rule, by which in 
future writs may ho served throughout Leinster, Huuster, and 
Connaught, and minute parts of Ulster, by sending them through 
the post, and pasting up copies on the police station nearest 
to the residence of the defendant, I find that the area covered 
is in extent about fifteen millions three hundred and thirty- 
six thousand seven hundred and forty acres—about 74 per 
cent, on the acreage of Ireland. The population amounts 
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to three million five hundred and seventy-nine thousand 
one hundred, and forty-nine, or 68 por cent, of the total popu¬ 
lation of the country. Tlie population of Catholics is 91 per 
cent,, and about 89 per cent, of tbo inhabitants of this region 
cannot read or write. 52 per cent, of the land is pasturage, 
24 per cent, tillage, and 20 per cent. bog. The proportion of 
valuations at and under 41. is 34 por cent. 

The first point noticeable in these figures is the omission 
of Mayo. Not only are outrages less severe and less frequent 
than formerly in that county, but the decided rush of Mayo 
teuauts into the Land Commission Court leaves no room 
for doubting that Mayo men are satisfied with the Act. 
Another point worthy of attention is the unusual extent of 
grazing land in the dangorous area. The homely saying that 
‘ Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands to do,’ is well 
exemplified over the vast tractB in the south and west of 
Ireland, where the people, generation after generation, lead 
the comparatively idle life of shepherds and herdsmen, and 
can spare any amount of time for the daily labour of leaning 
up against a post or whistling over the interminable heath. 
The idlest regions in Ireland are the most dangorous; and, 
where the men have no Bpbere for honest and exaoting labour, 
they seem to busy themselves most eagerly about the impos¬ 
sible programme of the Land Loagae. A stranger entering 
one of their villages would see in the heat of the day ten or 
twelve strong fellows lounging about the Court House, near 
or opposite the hotel where the mail car waits; and if he 
were to question thorn he wonld find that they neither have 
work nor the hope of work. Since 1851 more than two and 
a half millions of persons, equivalent to 45 per cent, of the 
existing population, have emigrated. Tot it was proved a 
short time since that there are more than nine hundred thou¬ 
sand young persons, besides adults, in Ireland, able bo work, 
who are without employment. All useful industries, with an 
exception to some extent in the case of the woollen trade, are 
declining, or have perished. When the American and Cana¬ 
dian meat and corn trades are fully developed, thp value of 
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the Irish grazing lands must be lowered, more people will 
be thrown out of work, and fresh troubles must arise. The 
great unemployed masses in Ireland are in fact a standing 
danger to tko State, and present a continual temptation to the 
ambitions and designs of revolutionary agitators. All kinds 
of immoral and inhuman ideas flourish in the listless minds of 
these idle folk, as all sorts of foul growths will sprout in a 
.stagnant pool. If industries, for whiak there is ample opening, 
that would provide the people with continuous occupation 
can be encouraged and developed by patriotio capitalists, the 
future of Ireland would be assured. Until then, however, the 
true and statesmanlike treatment is evidently to imitate the 
process by which patriarchal men originally prevented any 
congestion of population, namely, by conferring upon tbeir 
superb nous children a portion and ablessing, and then sending 
them forth to settle where there wns room for them. The 
old disinclination to emigrate is rapidly diminishing, however 
much the feeling against leaving the ccmutrymay be magnified 
by political leaders, anxious to keep possible voters in the 
kingdom at any cost. When once emigration is made, us 
it ought to be, safe, comfortable, and honourable, population 
will rapidly adjust itself to the means of decent subsistence, 
wages will rise, and discontent disappear. 

Outside of the Land Commissioners’ offices I have not 
beard n single Irishman express his belief that the Land Act 
would put an end to the troubles of the country. It can 
hardly be said that move rent is being paid. The common 
demand that the suspects shall be released before payment is 
made is quite sufficient to show that the people, having got 
in the harvest, still cherish the foolish notion, diligently 
preached from Paris, that they can hold it. The policy of 
this teaching is first to ruin and displace as many landlords 
as possible; secondly, to exasperate the people against 
English rule by the’ spectacle of evictions on a large scale. 
No word is uttered by the League leaders still at large, ex. 
pressive of the horror which, every uncorrnpted nature must 
entertain towards the outrages committed in certain League- 
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ridden parts of (ho country. 1 The landlords again appear to 
be ojily too ready to fell into the trap set for them. Tho 
Property Defence Association, moved by the real distresses of 
the small landlords, and by way of justifying the patronage 
of my Lord Mayor, are making ready for an evicting cam¬ 
paign. The Government, by the appointment of Mr. Clifford 
Lloyd and his colleagues, have approved of the Association 
policy, at least * in Ireland; * and Mr. Patrick Egan, so far as 
one may jndge of a man by his actions, must be rubbing 
his hands gleefully at the prospect. I am obliged to point 
ont that the landlords, by enforcing arrears—that is, rents 
previously due upon a scalo now pronounced by every Sab- 
Commission, without exception, to have beon one-fourth 
above a fair rent—will bo putting themselves, in the eyes of 
the people, in the wrong. If the old rent was fair, they 
should not have passed the Land Aot; if it was unfair, and 
the Land Act was properly passed, they ought not to exact 
arrears based on the old rent. It is the Government which, 
having by its assurances impaled the landlords on the horns 
of this dilemma, are morally bound either to extricate them 
or to give place to any who will do so. A raokrenter pure 
and simple desorves no sympathy. But it was admitted by 
the principal members of the Cabinet that such men are the 
rare exception amongst Irish landlords. It is an undertaking 
•worthy of the highest power's, of the undisputed sway of 
genius, to preserve to the English Crown a dependency so 
near and so essential to it as Ireland. But it ought not to be 
preserved by denying justice upon a quibble, and by holding 
to a bad bargain men who are now moro helpless than the 
poorest of their tenants. 

f Shortly after this was ■written Mr. Davitt is reported ft) have expressed 
his horror of outraged upon animals. The report does not state -whether 
the outrages upon human beings had been made known to him. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

LIFE IN COUNTY LIMERICK. 

Limerick : Tuesday Night, January 10. 
The leaders of the agitation have latterly maintained some 
semblance of political activity by the institution of grand 
poaching forays, dignified by the name of Land League Hunts, 
into the preserves of obnoxious proprietors. Having regard 
to the doctrino that ‘ Charity covereth a multitude of sins,’ 
the organisers of these expeditions hold that the stealing of 
game to garnish the table of their imprisoned brethren is a 
sin properly and primarily within tho purview of this adage. 
Some landowners have meekly submitted to such outrages, 
but the number and significance of the unlawful gatherings 
have rendered it impossible for the Government to look 
passively on. 

On the afternoon of New Tear’s day, while the congrega¬ 
tion of Murroe, a village alxmt twelve miles to the east of 
Limerick, were at prayers, a man on horseback rode through 
their little street, rapidly affixing to trees and walls a placard 
in tho following terms:—‘Notice.—Fail not to come. All 
men are requested to attend at Barrington’s, Glcnstal, to hunt 
and put down that tyrant, on Friday, January 6,’ On the 
Bame day Bimilar notices were put up in every neighbouring 
village, and even over the borders of Tipperary. In the even¬ 
ing threatening letters were delivered, warning the tenants 
not to attend the Rent-Office next day, on pain of death, and 
shots were fired dose to the houses of throe tenants. Sir 
Croker Barrington is the owner of Glenstal Castle, and a fine 
estate, in the north-east angle of County Limerick, and, as his 
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tenants are prosperons, with largo rich grazing farms, lie lias 
seen fit to ask liis rents of them as usual. One of them, 
an unscrupulous, malevolent person, has been stirring up dis¬ 
satisfaction amongst his fellows, and it is said that he posted 
up the notices. 

The bunt might have hecn possible a few weeks ago, but 
unfortunately for the chances of sport, Major Clifford Lloyd, 
the most vigorons of the new superior Resident Magistrates, 
has jnst made Limerick his head-qnarters, and the contem¬ 
plated field, of operations was directly under his nose. On 
Jan nary 5—that is, Thursday, the day before the hunt—the 
Lord Lientenant’s proclamation was put np, forbidding the 
meeting as unlawful, and warning all persons from taking part 
in it. On Thursday night, fifty mon of the Rifle Brigade 
arrived from CoTk. 

On Friday Major Clifford Lloyd himself took a body of 
one hundred men to prevent another hunt, also announced for 
that day, which is the old Twelfth Day, and a general holiday 
among Roman Catholics. I accompanied the Murroe expedi¬ 
tion. We prooeeded to the place of assembly before dawn had 
broken, but two hours elapsed ere all the preparations were 
complete. Then we set forth, in a long procession of cars, 
through the sullen ranks of townspeople, the moon still show¬ 
ing of a pale gold colour in tbe morning sty. I was on the 
first ear, with an old sergeant in charge of the Limerick con¬ 
tingent of police; and two sub-constables balanced us on the 
other side of the vehicle. Then came two ears, each bearing 
four sub-constables, and a string of cars carrying fifty men of 
the 70th regiment, under Major Huskisson, with two other 
officers and the regimental surgeon. All the men had tbeir 
rifles and side arms, and were provided with forty rounds of 
ammunition, partly ball and partly buokshot. After a drive 
of some twelve miles, wo reuobed the Murroe police barracks, 
and found tbe remainder of the force already assembled. 
Thero were in all, excluding officers, 17*2 men drawn np, con¬ 
sisting of tbe fifty soldiers already mentioned of the 76th, 
fifty of the Rifle Brigade from Cork, thirty-two men of the 
31st Regiment, twenty troopers of the Scots Greys under 
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Lieutenant Hawley, and twenty constables nnder Sub- 
Inspector Truscotfc. 

Glenstal Castle stands on some rising gronnd in the centre 
of a largo park, and on every side is overlooked at the distance 
of one or two miles, by lofty green hills. The Limerick road, 
after touching the Park on its southern border, at Mnrroe, 
continues along the easterly border in a northerly direction, 
and a branch of this road runs along the western side of the 
Park to Newport, in Tipperary, some four miles nwav to the 
north. There is a valuable preserve of pheasants and hares at 
Cappannke, two miles to the south-east of Glenstal, and here 
a gamekeeper named Hayes has a little honsc. He is very 
much disliked hy local trespassers, from a habit he has ac¬ 
quired of shooting strange dogs, and of summoning their 
masters before the nearest magistrate. Shots were fired in 
liis yard not long since, and his wife goes in nightly fear of 
another attack. His mother would not go to bed at all on 
Thursday night. It was expected that the ‘ boys ' from the 
notorious New Pallas, which lies some five miles to the south, 
would break in at this point, oud accordingly Captain Har¬ 
ebell, It.M., with thirty soldiers, under Captain Hill, and a few 
policemen, marched to a sheltered spot near Hayes’s house. The 
magistrate and I, with a guide bearing a hnge bludgeon, were 
the only persons in civilian costume, and of course we received 
very unfriendly glances os wo proceeded through the village, in 
front of the troops. A black and treacherous bog had to be 
crossed, and tbe daintily accoutred soldiers were in a sad 
plight before they reached Cappannke. ‘ This is bloomin' bad 
t'-avellin’,’ grumbled one’warrior, with a strong Holloway ac¬ 
cent, as be scrambled out of a deep hole. * It’s a soft place to 
fall in, anyhow,’ rejoined a much-bomired coraradoat his side; 
and the philosophy of the retort provoked some chuckling. 
This detachment was fated to inaction. Captain Hatcholl 
placed sentinels on tbe rising ground all about the post, and, 
with a telescope under his arm, made continual rounds until 
dusk. At one time a small number of men were seen hunting 
Imres about a mile away on a neighbour’s land, and during 
tbe day the soldiers were carefully watched from the heights 
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intervening between Cappanuko and New Pallas, but no col¬ 
lision took place here. 

A second detachment, under Captain Lloyd, J.P., was 
posted at Packawn, on the north-east corner of the Park; a 
third, under Mr, Powell, J. P., at Coolnahilda, the south-west 
corner; and a fourth under Major Rolleston, R.M., at the 
Castlo itself. Sixteen troopers of the Greys were drawn up 
behind a wooded hill, a little to the west of the Castle, but 
still within the Park, and all was in readiness. It will be 
observed that no force was shown at the north-western angle 
of the Park. Through this angle it was behoved that the 
Tipperary ‘boys’ from Newport would advance, and walk 
into a veritable trap. This skilful disposition of the forces 
was due to a suggestion of Mr. Barrington, tho eldest son of 
the present baronet, at a little council of war held at the 
barracks, and was unanimously approved. Mounted men 
and sentinels were posted on every height, and at noon 
exactly an advance of * the enemy ’ was signalled. Looking 
northwards, one could make out a disorderly mob of perhaps 
five hundred men streaming down upon the Park, waving 
their sticks, shouting excitedly, and every now and then 
starting a hare, which would double back, and then be 
clubbed to death. Many of them were very young men. One 
or two had guns, but they were not used. The invaders 
headed tumultuously in the direction of Mr. Powell’s party at 
Coolnahilda, but the instant they saw tho red coats they 
broke away eastwards, towards tho bill concealing the Scots 
Greys. By some misunderstanding the troopers had been 
withdrawn, but Mr. Barrington moved out at once, with half 
the garrison of the Castle, straight upon the ‘enemy.’ The 
Newport men then halted, and for the moment it looked like 
fighting. The distance botween them and the soldiers was 
about two hundred yards. But before the steady tramp of 
the military the ‘ boys ’ bore backwards, turned, and began to 
retreat in leisurely fashion along the Newport road. In the 
meantime Mr. Powell’s party, now joined by Major Rolleston, 
had marobed due north, and had got almost between the 
strangers and their way home. Captain Lloyd having been 
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directed to aid in cutting off their retreat had also taken hia 
party at the double from the north-east angle of the Park, 
round Packawn Hill, in a westerly direction, driving before 
him a smaller baud of marauders. The consequence of these 
combined movements was that at the bridge crossing the 
River -Armagh a number of the flying foe were hemmed in by 
three bodies of troops coming from the south, south-east and 
the east; and twenty-five of them, including one of Sir 
Croker Barrington’s tenants, were collared one after another. 
The soldiers delivered their prisoners to the constables, who 
came np breathless to the crestfallen sportsmen, took down 
their names in order that they might be summoned, and then 
released thorn. The remaining fugitives were chased over the 
fields for miles by the troops, and forced across the river 
Mnlkear. One man presented a pistol at a watcher’s head, 
bnt no person on either side, I am happy to say, was injured 
during the day’s operations. The twenty-livo prisoners will 
shortly ho prosecuted for riot and unlawful assembly before 
the Petty Sessions Coart at Jfurroo. 

It wrb growing dusk before we started to return to 
Limerick, and the wearisomeness of the journey was some¬ 
what enlivened by the spirited racing of the carmen one 
against the other. I sat with the magistrate upon tho second 
car, but, despite his wrathful remonstrances, our charioteer 
resolutely preserved his pace. At last there was a sharp halt 
in front, and a succession of collisions ensned in tho darkness 
behind us, like the bumping of railway trucks when the 
enerine meots them- Amid the laughter and shouting it was 
difiicalt to understand the canso of tho stoppage, bnt pre- 
sently wo saw the white gates of a railway gloaming across 
the road. A train was due: but the foremost carman poured 
forth a volume of entreaties and remonstrances, tbo gates 
were opened, and at racing speed we were whirled over the 
crossing, my infuriated co-passenger shoutiBg to the gateman. 
4 Shut the gates, sir; there are twenty cars coming on be¬ 
hind!’ I was glad to sec a gallant Major attached to 
the expedition come in to dinner afterwards whole and un. 
ruffled, without so much as a Bpot of mud upon his uniform- 
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On Friday I took an early train to New Pallas, bearing 
the necessary authorisation from Major Clifford Lloyd. This 
notorious village is situated in a fertile valley near tho 
Tipperary border, some thirty miles south-east of Limerick. 
The pasture here is famous throughout Ireland, and the 
farmers amass considerable sums of money, which they be¬ 
stow upon their children on marriage, living themselves 
always in most frugal fasliion. The population of the 
district has always been celebrated for its ferocity; and in 
this respect the * boys ’ of Old Pallas, a village two miles to 
the south of the first, were ever pre-eminont. About 
thirty.five years ago, it is said, some Old Pallas men having 
killed an enemy, unearthed the body on the day after the 
funeral, and set it up on end against the churchyard wall, in 
token of undying hatred. I told the Sub-Inspector of New 
Pallas that I wished to see something of his notorious distriot. 
He forthwith took mo to an inquest then sitting. 

Last Monday week an unfortunate stranger from a village 
a few miles away brought in threo beasts, and sold them for 
twenty-three pounds. He afterwards, to quote his dying 
words, ‘Fell in with some bad boys,’ who, holding largo stones 
in their hands in the Old Pallas manner, proceeded to beat in 
his sknll in the public square. The police know very well 
who committed this crime, and so does every person in the 
village, and other deeds as foul are imputed to the criminals 
in question. But witness after witness gave evidence in the 
stuffy little room (adorned only with a portrait of Mr. Dillon, 
M.P.), that ho had seen this and that, but knew nothing 
about tho beating j and a verdict was returned that tho poor 
victim, lying in his shroud three doors away, bad been killed 
‘by Borne person or persons unknown.’ 

In tbe company, by Major Lloyd's desire, of a constable, I 
walked along tbe road leading northwards through Nicker. 
This is another fighting village, built on the side of the moun¬ 
tain, and overlooking the surrounding country for miles and 
miles in evory direction. A few years since a pow in tbe 
village chapel was devised by will. The disappointed legatee 
brought his partisans into chapel; the devisee attended with 
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In's, and a furious ton diet between the factions raged in the 
aisles for tlie possession of the fatal bench. The largo bell of 
the building is not without its profane uses. On tho 
approach of a sheriff with his men it has often been loudly 
tolled, so that the beasts of the defaulting tenant might be 
promptly driven amongst his neighbours’ herds, and thus be 
unrecognisable. T called at the house of a man named Flynn, 
who was formerly bailiff to a local landowner. After the last 
• viction at which he assisted, ho was with difficulty saved by 
the police from the inhabitants of New Palias, and has now 
two constables in his house every night. Ho is hooted by his 
neighbours. He dare not attend a fair to sell his butter or 
stock, and if ho wero left, unguarded, would in all probability 
be put to death. After his last child was baptized he tendered 
‘ the accustomed dues ’ to the priest of Nicker, Father Rvnn. 

‘ No,’ said that amiable divine, * I will not touch the money 
of a Judas ! ’ I next visited the dwelling of Captain Lloyd, 
in New Pallas itself, hard by the huge police barracks. From 
this bouse the gallant Captain, who is aBhort, broad-shouldered, 
black-bearded, merry-hearted man of some fifty years of age, 
made last year excursions in the early morning hours, until 
he had seized enough cattle in the valley to satisfy his cousin 
Marshall Lloyd’s claims for rent. The house is a slated build¬ 
ing, of very solid construction, divided into three rooms, with 
lofis overhead. The third room was further cut inlo two 
by a lath and mortar partition, and the half of this room 
nearest the window at tho b«ck was for some time occupied by 
Captain Lloyd as a bedroom. On lost Michaelmas Day, how¬ 
ever, it was unoecapied, but in the second part of the room 
were two constables. The Captain, tho emergency men, and 
the constables, eleven in all, were alarmed in the night by a 
deafening explosion. Some one had placed a keg containing 
twenty-five ponuds of blasting powder on a stone lodge outside 
the window of the supposed sleeping room, and attached to it 
a lighted fuse, lbu3 hoping to make sure of the Captain. The 
partition disappeared altogether, the nearest doors wero 
reduced to fragments, and the two slumbering constables 
blown through the doorway into the second room. The walls 
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are still blackened by gunpowder. All round the house is a 
wide gap under the roof, which wrs actually lifted up, but 
fell back by its own weight, and the building is otherwise 
shattered, split, and injured. Strauge to say, no ono seems 
to have been hurt in the least—a not uncommon result in 
cases of this kind. Sentries now guard the house on the out¬ 
side nightly, and the Captain, expecting an attack from the 
open land in tho rear, has built a projecting angular field earth¬ 
work, or Iledan, as it is technically called, over which his men 
can fire. He has established himself firmly, and will not be 
frightened, beaten, or blown out of his stronghold. Not long 
since he was attacked in the open street of New Pallas, and 
fired, killing a mule. 

My last visit was to a farm called Garranmore, a mile out 
of the village, occupied by Emergency men. As I walked 
down tho road with the sub-constable I was loudly hooted ; 
which my attendant coolly explained was tho natural result of 
my having been seen going abont so much with the police 
during tho day. At one point in the road I was shown a large 
tree in the angle of a wall, behind which tree the assassin was 
concealed who shot M’Kenna, tho caretaker at Garranmore, 
some two months ago. The Garranmore hub contains seven 
men armed, one of whom is on duty every night as sentinel. 
In the farmhouse, a few yards off, are the Emergency men, 
determined young fellows, one of whom is a carpenter, and 
the other a shoeing smith. The hat is a bullet-proof wooden 
building, faced with concrete, aud contains two rooms, both 
loopboled all round for defensive purposes. It is plainly fur¬ 
nished in. deal, and is warmed by means of a stove. There 
are eleven of these protection stations in the New PaUas 
district alone, each garrisoned by from two to four men j and 
there is a military station also close to the village, at Mount 
Catherine, containing fifty soldiers. This drain of constables 
for protection duty has left almost none for the important 
busiuess of patrolling; and tho Constabulary seem to bo reso¬ 
lutely opposed to the introduction of soldiers from the Reserve 
as temporary constables, wearing the Constabulary uniform. 
Major Clifford Lloyd has already solved the difficulty. Pro- 
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■Section duty will be performed by soldiers; and the ermstabl. 
thus relieved, will be set about their proper work of patrol’.inc. 
As I proceeded in the evening to Now Pallas Station, c>n 
my return to Limerick, I met a detachment of the Scots 
Guards marching in, for the first time, to ocenjiy the different 
promotion posts. Captain Lloyd speedily made half.a-doz.' n 
comfortable In bis block house, and commanded pipes to he 1,'t 
all round. "What with the Captain’s warm welcome, the receipt 
of extra pay, the novelty of the situation, and the conscious¬ 
ness tliat they had been selected to garrison the most dangerous 
place in all Ireland, the red.coats looked contented enough. 


0 
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CHAPTER XXVni. 

THE HISSEATH OASES. 

Loxntw; January 10. 

Os January 18, 1882, after a delay of five mouths, a final 
judgment of the Land Commission, fixing the ‘ fair rent ’ for 
a farm, 'was pronounced at Belfast, and incidentally two 
questions of supreme importance to litigants under the Land 
Act were determined. The matter before Mr. Justice 
O'Hagau and hie colleagues, sitting on appeal from tho 
Antrim Sab-Commission, was a typical Ulster caso. The 
tenant, David Adams, held upwards of forty-two acres of 
Mrs. Jane Dnnsenth, the rent being 30/. 10s., and the 
Poor Law- valuation, 2-1/. 10*. Mr. Greer’s Sub-Com- 
ruiasiou, at Ballymena, lowered the rent to 30/. 15s., 
and costs were adjudged to the tenant. It appeared from 
the evidence that tho father of Adams had bought, in 1846, 
from a previous tenant, ono James M‘Kec, the interest 
in a lease of great part of the farm for thirty years, dated in 
Novembor 1845, at a rent of 20Z. 11*. («/., James M‘Keo re¬ 
ceiving for bis interest tho sum of 420/. Another part of the 
farm, consisting to sorno extent of bogland, was held at a 
comparatively low rent. David AdaniB and his fathor, during 
the term secured to them, made numerous improvements. 
In 187G Mr. Raphael, a ‘ valuator,’ was sent to view the 
holding, no longer hold undor lease ; and upon his estimate 
the rent was raised to 36/. 10*., including, however, 4/. 10*. 
a-year for the bogland. This witness confessed, candidly 
enough, in cross-examination, that he had usually valued 
lands * for an increase of rent.’ He bad ‘ taken no improve¬ 
ments into consideration,’ bat had added to the rent because 
* stock was selling dourer.’ He did not controvert the state- 
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ment of the teuant’s witnesses, that the tenant-right wa- 
worth 1-/. an aero, without counting the goodwill-, or. 
as one witness put it, that the tenant’s improvement- 
lied added 12/. nn acre to the value of tho land. He 
conld say'nothing against the view strenuously maintained 
for David Adams, that a ‘fair runt’ should, under the Oth 
Olan.se of Section 8 of the Act, ho reckoned without any 
reference to tho increased value thus conferred upon the 
holding by the tenant's labour. Most damaging of all was 
the discovery by Mr. Justice O’Hagan of what mighr bo an 
accidental coincidence. * There is,’ said his Lordship, * a 
most remarkable circnmstaneo in connection with this in- 
creased rent. I see that to the old rent there was added 
exactly ouc-fifth to make np tho new rent.’ This calcu¬ 
lation, which excludes the separate rent of 41. 10s. for the 
hog-land, would amount to an arbitrary increase of 20 per 
cont. 

Such evidence raised n question of vital import to Ukter 
tenants. The improvements were, it will have been observed, 
math' during the txittence <<f a hate. En many thousands of 
tenancies in Ulster to hold that, for improvements made in 
such circumstances rent might still, notwithstanding the Act 
of 1881, he charged by the landlord against the very person 
yvhose industry and capital had created them, would bo prac¬ 
tically to repeal that Act. By law, when a lease expired by 
efflux of time, the interest in improvements ordinarily re¬ 
verted to the landlord, as in the common case of a house put 
up under a building lease. The 4th Section of the Act of 
1870, however, gave the Irish tenant the right to claim com¬ 
pensation for improvements effected by himself or his pre¬ 
decessors in titla So jealously was tho application of this 
provision watched and disputed, that the question was almost 
immediately raised, whether a break in the title forfeited the 
right of tho tenant to recover for improvements made prior to 
it. The matter in dispute must obviously be decided upon 
considerations which affect the answer to the inquiry whether, 
under the analogous Clause of Section 8 of the recent Act, 
rent may be demanded for such improvements. The first 
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case, and the most famous one determined under the Act of 
1870, 'was that of Darragh v. Mnrdooh. There tlio improve¬ 
ments had been made by the claimant’s fathor under a lease 
which expired in I860. The claimant entered into possession 
in Succession to his father, obtaining a new lotting. A uotieu 
to quit having boon served, and a claim filed, it was contended 
that the father was not the predecessor in title of theclairmuit, 
Mr. Justice Fitzgerald, who tried the case, ruled that thu 
tenant was entitled to compensation for improvements mado 
by himself only. The technical reasoning which necessarily 
prevailed with the Judges in such cases never convinced the 
wrathful farmers, who thus heard themselves argued out of 
the benefits they had been led to believe the Act would confer 
upon them. There can be little doubt that the first of Jlr. 
Gladstone's ventures in Irish land legislation was to a great 
extent nullified by such * nice sharp quillets of the law ’ as 
provoked Mr. Justice Fitzgerald’s decision in the celebrated 
ease to which I have referred. The lawyers, who had 
succeeded in neutralising or paralysing the first measure, 
very confidently attacked the second, upon similar grounds, 
before the Assistant Commissioners. Thus the point settled 
at Belfiiat in the case ‘ Adams v. Dunseath,’ was originally 
started in the hearing of the Crawford oises, before the Second 
Sub-Commission, fit it3 very first sitting. Upon that occasion 
it was strongly and successfully urged by Mr. M'Mordie, the 
able advocate of the tenantry in these disputes, that to hold 
the landlord’s view to be right would bo to stultify the Legis¬ 
lature itself. Mr. M‘Mordie’s contention has now, for 
good or evil, received the definite ratification, of the Chief 
Commission. It is true that Mr, Vernon, the lay member of 
the Appeal Tribunal, has dissonted from the opinion of his 
colleagues; but upon a purely legal question his opinion will 
not go for much. The owuors of laud, perhaps, indulge 
yet a hope that, on a further appeal to the Snpremo Court 
in Dublin, they will obtain a modification of this decision; 
bub a little study of the powerful reasoning contained in 
Mr. Justice O’Hngiin’a judgment should cause tho hope to 
waver. 
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The Chief Commissioners have eonhruied the Assistant 
Commissioners' csLimato of a lair rent in this particular case ; 
ami the fact is worthy of notice, first, because the reduction 
effected by the inferior tribunal was of considerable amount; 
and, further, becauso the Chief Commission employed the 
services of Mr, Mnrrough O’Brien and Mr. firry, independent 
valuators of the highest skill and reputation. Tim eyes of 
the landlords must therefore be opened at last, to the full 
extent of the damage inflicted upon them by the new Land 
Act. Mr. Justice OTJngan, in delivering tlio decision of hi? 
Court, said that he and hia colleagues were now settling ‘ princi¬ 
ples upon which the Courts must in future act.’ If that be true, 
the success of the Land Act, in Ulster at least, is iu ono sense 
secured, hut at a terrible cost. It is an open secret that a 
weighty motive of the framers of the measure wus tho desire 
to conciliate the one province of Ireland which was, and ever 
had been, industrious, prosperous, and loyal. The meetings 
of tenant farmers which have lately been held in the JTorth 
were notoriously held for the purpose of influencing the action 
of the Assistant Commissioners ; Bud certain members of Par¬ 
liament went so fur ns to arrange an intimidating demonstra¬ 
tion, in Belfast itself, for the very week in which the Chief 
Commission was expected to sit there. The Chief Commis¬ 
sioners have, let us assume, quieted Ulster at the ex¬ 
pense of the owners of property. It is not to be supposed 
that the decision just given can do aught else then encourage 
the remaining Sub-Commissions, roaming iu the South and 
West, to abide by and even to increase the rate of reduction 
of rents already adopted by them. The state of things con¬ 
templated by the principal speakers at the landlords’ mass 
meeting, lately held in the Exhibition Palace at Dublin, would 
therefore appear to have been brought about. The real effect, 
of the Land Act upon the property of Irish landlords nmy now 
he ascertained with mathematical accuracy. 1?bother the 

landlords will at once formulate their long-deferred claim for 
compensation from the imperial exchequer, or meekly submit 
to be muloted for the common good, remains to he seen. They 
will now, perhaps, agree with those who warned them, when 



ms ' TUELAXfl VXD Eli TEE TAXI) ACT. 

(hoy determined to suppress all allusion to Rueh a claim at 
(he great meeting already referred to, that in relying upon 
the Chief Commissioners to reverse the findings of the inferior 
hand Courts in Ulster, they were not only deceived, hut self- 
deceiving. 
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Os Monday, October 24, the statement set ont below ftp. 
pe.meil in tbe Freenu'n'g Journal :— 

The following is an outline of un interview which took place t» 
few days ago in Kilmainham betwtiuu Sir. Parnell and the writer, 
who has kindly furnished us with n summary of what took plact on 
the occasion— 

WJuU effect will yonr arrest have on the jioliej* of the League ’ 

Taken hy itself my arrest would not have noectwitiucd any change 
in the policy laid down by the National Convention, as I liml been 
able to perfeot the machinery for carrying out the resolution-' 
adopted by the representatives assembled in the Ilotundo. Hut rhe 
subsequent arrest of the leading members of tire Executive and 
the leading members of the League practically deprives me of the 
power of carrying out these resolutions, as the details necessary to 
lie attended to would have required the greutest care and attention 
of the dilToront hernia of departments of the Central Executive. 
These gentlemcu are now iu prison, and it would bo imposMhie to 
supply at short notice successors to them sufficiently capable and 
experienced for 1 J 10 difficult and complicated task of testing the 
Land Act. The Executive bus, therefore, felt itself compelled to 
abandon that portion of the resolutions wliicli directed tlit-m to 
make this test, and, instead of the more moderate Jmlicy. to adopt 
the oft-recommended and bolder i>ne of a general strike against pay¬ 
ing rent to Irish landlords. 

Do you believe tiiat the formers will take your advice and re¬ 
fuse to pay rout i 

I tliiuk they will to a great extent. We must recollect that fully 
one-half of the Irish fanners cannot hope to obtain any lament from 
tliis Act, even though it should fulfil the expectations of its m< «t 
sanguine admirers. There are, first of all, the class of lenseholdm 
who entered into their lenses previous to 1S70, over one hundred 
thousand in number. Next we have the dairy farmers and other 
tenants who have entered into consolidated holdings since the 
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famine of 1847, and who, having made no improvements to speak 
of, would practically have hut little interest in their holdings: 
thirdly, we have the tenants on the great estates belonging to 
absentee proprietors whose rents are not higher than the standard 
whioh will probably ho adopted by the Court as that of a fair rent; 
lastly, there are the small tenants, sunk in anmrsto their landlords 
and debts to the shopkeepers. This class, I am disposed to think, 
would obtain a considerable) reduction from the Court, hut they 
would not reap the bunetit, since they would he compelled to sell 
tlioil' now interests in order to pay oh' these arrears and debts. On 
the other hand, the training which the people liavo had during the 
past two yeara in a modified form id u strike against rent has, I 
nope, sufficiently prepared them for the greater exertion now re¬ 
quired. If the farmers stand firm in this strike for one short year 
they must inevitably bring both Government and landlords to their 
kn>M3. This tight is nothing more than a quostion of money and 
courage, and as Gladstone evidently intended in any case to dragoon 
the country, it was just as well that the country should get some 
adequate results in return in the shape of free land. 

Can you call to miud any incitement to acts of intimidation con¬ 
tained in yonr speeches '/ 

I was always very careful to avoid anything whioh could lie con¬ 
strued into an incitement, or which could be taken by any of my 
audience ns being an incitement, to any act of intimidation or 
violence, and it is a somewhat rouiarkable fact tbit, as indicated by 
the warrants, these offences of which Mr. Forster has reasonably 
suspected me must liavo Ihhsu committed in Dublin, and must have 
bum contained in one or two speeches delivered by me at the usual 
weekly meotings of the Laud League —speeches which were by far 
the most moderate of any of mine since the commencement of the 
land movement. Tho principle, however, on which the Govern¬ 
ment is proceeding seems to bo tliis. That any adviee or recommen¬ 
dation given by me, or any of the other leaders of the movement, to 
the tenant-tumors or labourers is intimidation. In oth r words, 
the way in which they are now putting the Coeioion Act in force is 
the most absolute abrogation of the right of freedom of speech, of dis¬ 
cussion and consultation, which has ever obtained in any country. In 
taking this course thu Government lmve practically rendered it im¬ 
possible for the farmers either to test or to safely use the Act i 
had always lasen one of those who huliovod that it might he possible 
to use the Act in such a way ns to secure substantial bonufilB for the 
agrioultmnl classes of Ireland, and I opposed the more extreme 
Lund League party who desired to roject it untiroly at the recent 
Convention, but I was firmly convinced that the Act could only be 
safely used in an organised ami systematic fashion, and tbit if the 
farmers were left without organisation, assistance, and advicu, the 
result would be, as in the case of the Act of 1870, disappointing. 



.■( I'PE \ 1)7 X I). 


APL'F.XniX 13. 

On October 21, tin following Froc’auiutini 3 

appeared together ia flit* Frir.nan's J-nimat :— 

15V THE U Itl> LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 

A Pil>ir|.\MVTli>X. 

01 >WPKR. 

\\'uf,ui:as, »n A-snciufion :.f yling it.nIf ' 'Flic frith National i^ud 
League’ liiiti rzist-d tor some emu- past, a-suming to inteifi.n- with 
tlit- Queen's subjects in Hit- five exercise of tlieir 1 :it,- fill rights, and 
e-.prcinlly to control the relations of landlords utid tenants lit 
Ireliuitl: 

And whereas the designs of the suitl Association have been 
sought to ho effected liv an i irganisod system of intimidation : at¬ 
tempting to obstruct. the service of process and execution of the 
Queen's writs, and sucking to detc-r the Qiiut-n’s subjects from ful¬ 
filling their contracts and following their lawful callings and < iiunpa 
tious : 

And whereas the said Association Inis now avowed its purpose 
In be to prevent the [inyment of till rent, and to effect the snhicr- 
KiuU of the law as administered in the Queen's name in Ireland ■ 

Now, We hereby warn all poisons that the said Asocial inti, 
styling itself * The Irish National Land League,' or by whatsoever 
other name it maybe called nr known, is an unlawful and criminal 
Association; and that all meetings and assemblies to carry out, or 
promote ita designs or purposes are alike unlawful awl criminal, 
a d will be prevented, and, if neci-suiry, dispersed by foi-et. 

And We do hereby warn all subjects of Her Majesty the Qtienn. 
who may have become coiuiected with the said Association, touis- 
eoimnct themselves therefrom, anil abstain from giving further 
coiuitcnnnco thereto. 

And Wo do hereby make known Hint all the juiwers and rt sources 
at our command will lie employed to prob-et the (Queen's subjects 
iu Ireland in the free exercise i if thi ir lawful rights and tlit- peace¬ 
ful pursuit of their lawful callings and occuiiutious ; to c-nforce the 
fulfilment of all lawful obligations : anil to save the process of the 
law and the execution of the Queen's writs from hindrance or ob¬ 
struction, 

Aud We hereby call on loyal and well-atFecteil snhjecrs of the 
Crown to aid us iu upholding and maiutaining the authority of the 
law and the supremacy of the Queen in this Her realm of Ireland. 

Dated at Dublin Castle, this lloth day of 
October ltMl. 

By His Excelleucv's Cmunmnd, 

TV.’32. FORSTER. 
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LAND LEAGUE PROCLAMATION. 

Tlie action of the Government for the ]>aat week, culminating this 
evening in a Proclamation which practically announces their determi¬ 
nation to resort to armed force in order to proveut tlie Irish people 
ozeroising their constitutimml right of public mooting, makes it the 
duty of the Central Laud League to call upon the people, whilst re¬ 
maining firm and unbroken in their attitudes of passive resistance, 
to abandon for the present all projected public meetings in connec¬ 
tion with the Loagno which could be taken advantage of by the 
authorities to carry out their designs. 

By Order of 

THE EXECUTIVE. 

110 Upper Sackvillo Street, 

October 20, 1881. 


APPENDIX 0. 

JSrtnict /row Section 4 of the Art of 1870. 

4. Any tenant of a holding who in not entitled to compensation 
under sections one and two of this Act, or oithor of such sections, 
fir if entitled does uot make any claim undor the said sections, or 
either of them, may on quitting his holding, and subject to the 
provisions of section throe of this Act, claim compensation to be 
paid by thu lnmllord under this section in respect of all improve¬ 
ments on his holding muUe by him or his predecessors in title. 

Provided that - - 

(1.) A tenant shall not bo entitled to imy compensation in re¬ 
spect of any of the improvements following ; that is to spy,— 

(a.) Tn respect of any improvement madu boforo the passing of 
this Act, and twenty years boforo the claim of such compensa¬ 
tion shall have licen made, except permanent buildings and 
reclamation of waste land. 

.Extract from Section 5 of the Act of 1870. 

5. For tho purposes of compensation under thin Act in respect of 
improvements on a holding wliich is not proved to lie subject cither 
to tho Ulster tenant-right custom or to such usage as aforesaid, 
or whore the tenant does not seek compensation in respect of such 
custom or usage, all improvements on snah holding shall, until 
tho contrary is proved, bo deemed to have been made by tho tenant 
fir his predecessors in title, except in the following cases where 
compensation is claimed in respect of improvements made before 
the passing of this Act: 
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Wlicre the tenant making the claim was tenant, under a le:mu 
of the holding in reference to which the claim is made : 

Where such improvements were made twenty yt-ms or upwards 
before the passing of this Act. 

Extract from S> rtiun 7 of (hr Are of ]eV]. 

7. A tenant on quitting the holding of which he is tenant ilm.il 
not be deprived of his right to receive compensation for improve¬ 
ments under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, IriTU. |.j reason 
only of the dotenuination by surrender or otberujMi of the teii.'UieV 
subsisting at the time when such improvements wore made by snch 
tenant or his predecessors in title, and the acceptance by him or 
them of u new tenancy. 

Where, in tracing a title for the purpose of obtaining Compensa¬ 
tion for improvements, it appears that un outgoing teimnthn* surren¬ 
dered his tenancy in order that sumo other person may be accepted 
by the landlord as tenant hi Ids place, and such other person is so 
accepted as tenant, the outgoing tenant shall not bo precluded from 
being deemed the predecessor in title of the bus aaiuy tenant by 
reason only of bucIi surrender of tenancy by him. 

Thu court, in adjudicating on a claim for compensation for im¬ 
provements made before any suoh change of tenancy or of tenants, 
shall take into consideration all tbo circumstances under which 
such change took place, and shall admit, reduce, or disallow alto 
gather such claim as to the court may seem just. 

Extract* from faction 8. 

8. (1.) The tenant of any present tenancy to which this Act 
applies, or such tuuaut and the landlord jointly, or the landlord, 
after having demanded from such tenant an increase of rent which 
the teuant has declined to accept, or after the parties have i u liorwi>.,> 
failed to come to an agreement, may from time to time during the 
continuance of such tunanoy apply to tlie court to li.t tlio fair rent 
to he paid by such tenant to the lamllord fur the holding, nnd 
thereupon the court, after hearing the parties, and having regard to 
tlie interest of the landlord and tenant respectively, and considering 
all the circumstances of the case, hobling, and district, may deter¬ 
mine 'friiat is such fair rent. 

(2.) The rent fizod by the court (in this Act referred to its the 
judicial ront) shall bu deemed to bo the rent payable by the tenant 
as from the jieriod commencing at the rent day nest suceemliug 
the decision of the court. 

• » * * * * * 

(4.) Where an application is made to the court under this section 
in respect of any tenancy, the court may, if it flunk fit, <lisallew 
suoh application where the court is satisfied that on the holding 
in which such tenancy subsists the permanent improvements in 
respect of which, if made by the tenant or his predecessors in title, 



the tenant would have been entitled to compensation under the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant ('Ireland) Aut, 1870, as 
amended bv this Act, have been made by the landlord or his pre¬ 
decessors in title, awl have been substantially maintained by the 
landlord and his predecessors in title, and not made or acquired by 
the tenant or his prodoeosHors in title. 

(11.) Ho rent shall ho allowed or made payable in any proceedings 
under this Act in respect of improvements liiarlo liy tint tenant or 
his predecessors in title, and for which, in the opinion of the court, 
the tenant or his predecessors in title shall not liuve been paid or 
otherwise compensated by the landlord or his predecessors in title. 

Extract fr'<m Section Id. 

(_’.) Where the sale of any tenancy is delayed by reason of any 
application 1 icing made to the court or for any other reasonable 
cause, the court may, on the application of the tenant, and on Biioh 
terms and conditions as the court may diroct, enlarge the time 
during whioll the Leiiant may exercise his power of roIu, or in case 
of ejectment for nonpayment of rent redeem the tenancy. 

Extract from Section 21. 

In any case in which the court shnll be satisfied that, since the 
passing of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, the accept¬ 
ance by a tenant from year to year of a lease of his holding con¬ 
taining terms which, in the opinion of the court, were at the time 
of such acceptance unreasonable or unfair to the tenant, having 
regard to the provisions of the Raid Act, was prouurud by the land¬ 
lord by threat of eviction or undue inlluence, the court may, upon 
the application of tho tonnnt made within six months after the 
passing of ibis Act, deolaro such louso to he void as and from the 
dale ot tho application or order, and niton such terms as to costs or 
otherwise as to tho court shall seem just; and thereupon tho tenant 
shall as and from such date bo deemed to he the tenant of a present 
ordinary tenancy from year to year at tho rent mentioned tn such 
lease. 

******* 

Extract, from Flection 24. 

24. (1.) The Land Commission, out of moneys in their bawls, 
may, if satisfied with the security, advance sums to tenants for the 
purpusu of enabling them to purchase their holdings, os follows, 
tluit is to say,— 

(«.) Where a sale of a holding is about tu ho made by a land¬ 
lord to a tenant in consideration of the paymont of a prinoiiial 
sum, 

the Land Commission may advance to the tonant for the 
purposes of such purchase, any sum not exceeding tliree- 
fourtlis of the said principal Bum. 
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Extiuct fnm Serf ion dd. 

H2. The Land Commission may from tune to time, with t},«- 
concurrence of the Treasury, and on Indus naUstied that u snllicient 
number of people in any district deniru to emigrate, pnfet into 
agreements with any person or persona liming authority to eoiitm. r 
on behalf of any state or colony or public body or public coinpunv 
with whose constitution and security the Lum IVniriii-.-U'-ii ni;t\ 1,*.. 
H,-dished, for the advance by the Coininission by way of loan, out of 
the moneys in their hands, of such sums us tlm * 'omiui«sion may 
think it desirable to expend in assisting inuignitiou o.-qi.-c.ialU of 
families and from the poorer and mure thickly populated disrin ts 
of Ireland. 

E.i.tmd from Section .7.1. 

bl). bill eve it appears to the court, cm th* joint n/ijM<nHtm of the 
Lmdlortl and tenant of nuy boiling valued under the Acts relating 
to the valuation of i at liable propel ty in Ireland at a sum not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty pounds a year— 

That the tenant has paid the whole (or such sum as the land¬ 
lord rimy be willing to accept ns the (.univalent of the whole; 
of lilt rent payable in respect of the yum- of the titumor 
expiring on the gule duy next before thu passing of this Act, 
and that antecedent arrears are due, the Land Commiwii ri 
limy make, in respuot of such antecedent arrears, an advance 
of a sum not exceeding one year’s rent of the holding 
and not exceeding half the antecedent arrears, and there¬ 
upon tho court shall by order declare the holding to he charged 
with the repayment of tho advance to tho Land Commission, 
by a rentoharge payable half-yearly during the fifteen years 
from the date specified in the order, and calculated at the 
rate of eight pounds ten si fillings a year forever}’ humic <d 
pounds of the advance. 

Extract from Section CO. 

00. Any application which a tenant is authorised by this Act to 
make to the court shall, if made to the court on the first ocvadoji 
on which it sits after the passing of this Act, have the same "pcia- 
tion as if it had been made on the day on wliich this Act comes int-> 
force ; and any order niado upon such application shall he of tijc 
same offuct as if it hud been made on the day on which this Act 
comos into force, unless tho court otherwise dii-eets ; and the 
person by whom suoH application is made shall, if the court thinks 
just, be in the same position and hare the same rights in res|axt 
of his tenancy as he would havo been in and wunld havu had if the 
application had been made on the day on which this Act comes into 
force. 
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the tenant would have been entitled to compensation under tlie 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, as 
amoTiilod bv this Act, have been marie by the landlord or his pre¬ 
decessors in title, and have heen substantially maintained by the 
landlord and his predecessors in title, ami not made or acquired by 
the tenant or his predecessors in title. 

No rent shall bo allowed or made payablo in any proceedings 
under this Act m respect of improvements made by the tenant or 
his predecessors in title, and for which, in the opinion of the court, 
the tenant or his predecessors in title shall not have buon paid or 
otherwise compensated by the landlord or his prodeoessoiB in title. 

Extract /non Brel inn 18. 

(2.) Where tliu sale of any tenancy is delayed by reason of any 
application being made to the court or for any other reasonable 
cause, the court, limy, on the application of the tenant, and on such 
terms und conditions as the court may (liroct, enlargo the time 
during ivliich the tenant may exercise his power of sale, or in case 
of ejectment for nonpayment of runt redeem the tenancy. 

Extract from Section 21. 

1 u any cuse in which the court shall ho satisfied that since tho 
passing of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, tho accopt- 
anee by a tenant from year to yoar of a loirno of his holding con- 
(aining terms which, in the opinion of tho court, were at the time 
of such acceptance] unreasonable or unfair to tlio tenant, having 
regard to the provisions of tho said Act, was procured by the land¬ 
lord by threat of eviction or undue iuiluonoo, tlie court may, upon 
the application of the tenant made within six inontlis after tho 
passing of this Act, declare such loaso to bo void as mid from tho 
date of the application or older, and upon such terms ns to costs or 
otherwise as to tho court shall seem j ust; and thereupon the tenant 
shall as and from auoli date be doomed to bo tho tenant of a present 
ordinary tenancy from year to year at the rent mentioned in such 
lease. 

f * * I * * I 

Extract from 8 fiction 2d. 

24. (1.) Tlie Land Commission, out of moneys in thoir liandu, 
may, if satisfied with tho security, advance sums to tenants for the 
purpose of enabling thorn to purcliasu their holdings, as follows, 
that is to say,— 

(«.) Where a sale of a holding is about to be made by a land¬ 
lord to a tenant in consideration of the payment of a principal 
sum, 

tlio Land Commission may advance to tho tonant for tho 
purposes of such purchase, any sum not exceeding tliree- 
fourtlis of the said principal sum. 
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Extract frtm Serf ion 32. 

f>2. Thu Land Commission may from time to time, with the 
ot moiUTonoc of tlie Treasury, and on being satisfied tiiat a sufficient 
number of people in any district desire to emigrate, enter into 
agreements with any person or persons having authority to contract, 
on behalf of any stale or colony or public body or public company 
with whose oonsLiLiiiion and security the Land Commission may be 
satisfied, for the advnneo tty the Commission by way of loan, out of 
the moneys in their lianrls, of such sums its tlie Commission may 
think it desirable to expend in assisting emigration especially of 
fiunilies and from the poorer and more thickly populated districts 
of Ireland. 

T'l.vtmot from Section 59, 

59. Where it appcarB to the court, oh the joint application of the 
landlord and tenant of any holding valued under tlie Acts relating 
to the valuation of rateable property in Ireland at a sum not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty pounds a year— 

That the tenant him paid the whole (or such sum as the land¬ 
lord may he willing to accept as tlie equivalent of tlie whole) 
of the runt payable in respect of the year of the tenancy 
expiring on tlie gale day next buforo the passing of this Act, 
and that antecedent arrears are clue, the Lund Commission 
may make, in respect of such antecedent, arrears, an advance 
of a sum not uxceediug one year’s rent of the holding 
and not exceeding half the autecodont arrears, and there¬ 
upon the court shall by order deoloro tlie holding to ho charged 
with the repayment of the advance to tho Land Oonunissii oi, 
by a rentcliargo payalile half-yearly during tho fifteen years 
from the date specified, in llio order, and calculated at the 
rate of eight pounds ten shillings a year for every hundred 
pounds of the advance. 

Extract from Section GO. 

(50. Any application wliich a tenant is authorised by this Act to 
make to tho court shall, if inode to tho court on the first occasion 
on which it sits after tlie passing of this Act, have tho same opera¬ 
tion ns if it hud been mode on tno day on which tills Act comes into 
force ; and imy order made upon such application sliaU he of the 
same effect ns if it had boon made on the day on which this Act 
oomos into force, nnlosB the court otherwise directs ; and the 
person by whom such application is made shall, if the court thinks 
just, he in the same position and liave the same rights in respect 
of his tenancy as ho would have bean in and would have had if tlie 
application had been made on the day on wliich this Act oumes into 
force. 
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After delivering judgment in a ease beard at Downpatrick, 
Mr. Commissioner Baldwin said : — 

I luivo thus aided in administering tlio Aot according not only 
to its letter, but to the vory spirit in which it was passed. If any 
landlord expects that wo sludl do loss he shall he disappointed, anil 
if any tenant expects move, ho, too, shall lm disappointed. It was 
to he expected that decisions like ours, winch aJl'oct men’s incomes, 
would he severely criticised. I have come in for luy own share of 
criticism. 1 expected it. I have no right to complain of it. I like 
intelligent criticism. A howl was raised in consoipicnce of an ex¬ 
traordinary dictum attributed to mu. I have allowed tliat howl to 
spend itself. J won* so;/ hi Hie present'll of my colleuijlies, that the. 
principles on. which ire hill'll proceeded in determinimj a fair rent were 
laid down before ive put irnr feet on a sod of land, and before ion com- 
me need our labours i-n the Court JIou.se, Belfast, anil that they have not 
been deviated from to a hair's hreJiilth. IVo have not stated thoso prin¬ 
ciples anywhere, but as it is pretty generally known that I entertain 
a high opinion of the capabilities of land, I felt it was necessary to 
iudiuu.te my views on one poiut. A Dublin broker ami others have 
boon good enough to interpret what I did say iu terms which suit 
thoir own proclivities or interests. I said in this court house be¬ 
fore, ami I now say in it again, that wc estimate the. rnpaliilUies of 
the land, in the hands of tenants of fair niv.raye industry and thill. 
Am l, us a member of this Court, to assist in assessing a fair rent 
hero by the highest typo of farming known to me '! Am I to he 
iutlueiiced by my knowledge of tlio capabilities of land I 

On the oponing day of Sub-Commission No. 0, at Ilalliua, 
the Chairman, Mr. M‘Curtly, made the following statement:— 

A means of avoiding unnecessary dolay would bo the exclusion, 
so far as wn9 practicable, of the evidence of mere ]siid miners, 
however respectable. Of course, they could not absolutely exclude 
evidence which the suitors might consider imjiortont, but they must 
candidly Ml them, hcforchawl that they did not c arc a straw for such 
eiuVuncc. His colleagues were themselves agriculturists of largu 
and varied, experience. They wore both independent of landlord 
and tenant. They were experts of the highest skill, anil gentlemen 
of most sterling honour. They would go out on the lands and iudgo 
of them with their own eyes. Landlords and tenants would be 
safer iu their hands tlian endeavouring to impress them with the 
opinion of valuers, however respoetablo, employed for the occasion, 
but whoso conflicting estimates they all know to bB almost useless 
for practical purposes. Now, ns to the points upon which they did 
require uvidenco, after proof or admission of service of the original 



notice. They would desire to liavo the tenant himself [iut nn tint 
table, and evidence given of tho truth of the statements made m 
tho imticu as to the acruagu, as to the rent, and us to the Poor-law 
valuation. These preliminaries having hueu gone through, they 
required evidonoe »u tho following points, nnd the wore qiuukly 
such ovidunoo was elucidated, the mom satisfactory and the more 
conducive to the real interests of those coneorneil. In conclusion, 
ho wiflhod to point out the matters upon which evidence would he 
distinctly required—1. The truth of the statements contained in the 
original notice. 2. Whether the. house in mined separately from the 
holding. 3. Flow Innij the foment rent his been t.he ri nt of the 
holding• 4. Whether the raid hits been changed within the, fast fhirlti- 

five or forty years, and, if so, when and how often. 5. The iwjn'oec- 
nients made within a Wee period , if any, wild who effected them; what 
did they cost, and what improvements were they. 0. The name of the 
nearest market town. 7. h there any employment or nuinnfttcf army 
industry in the neighbourhood. 8. Is there any turbary, and, if to, 
is it charged in adilition to the rent. 9. What is the ore rage rent 
the la milord has received during the lad ten, years. 10. The average 
amount of poor rate and county cess, and how much road is included 
within the holding. 
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The M'Atavet Case. 

M‘Atavey u. Bond. 

The tenant, who applied to have a fair rent Used, is Patrick 
M'Atavey, Oonlartra, Cloiitibrel, and the landlord is Mr. Henry P. 
Oooto Bond, Burgh House, Hampstoad, Middlesex. 

Mr. -fames K. Robs, Solicitor, appeared fur the tenant. 

Mr. Smith (instructed by Mr. Wright) appeared for tho landlord. 

Mr. Vincent Smith was sworn and examined by Mr. Boss. He 
was a hind valuator and had surveyed farms in the County 
Monoglian for many of tho landlords. Ho visited the farm of 
M 'Atavoy in Ooolartra, and made the map (produced) of the pre¬ 
mises. The extent of this holding in English measure is 10 acres 
2 roods and 4 porches, without including any of the country rends. 
He had examined it Held by field. 

The witnoss proceeded to say that he had dug the sub-soil. In 
No. 1 Sold he found mud to any extent and at the depth of 18 
indies he found water. The land hail been apparently a bog at one 
period. In No. 2 field he found red sand suli-soil, and in Nos. 3 
and 4 fields he found mineral aulnsoil. The holding was in the 
vicinity of tho lead mines. 

Now, what value do you, os a fair man, put upon the land ? I 
value it at 10s, 2 d. on the average par English acre. On a former 
occasion he had valued the farm for Mr. Wright, the agent of the 
proporty, but that was not a fair valuation. 
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Wore you told by tho office to put a valuation upon it ? 

Mr, Smith objected. Mr. Boas had no right to make such iin 
insinuation regarding-tho office. 

Mr. Wright denied that any such iiLstruotionsluid ever been given. 

Witness, on fui'thor exammatiou, said a portion of the land wan 
subject to ilooding. He valued the farm exactly as ho found it last 
Thursday. 

Mr. Commissioner Garland—Bo you vahio it at that considering 
that tho tenant-right is held by tho present tenant 1 

WitnosH—I value it at 10s. 2d. under any circumstances. 

OroBB-oxaminod by Mr. Smith—1 did not take tho ([uestiou of 
tenant-right into consideration. 

Assuming that the landlord had it hi his possession, and was 
going to sot it without a tine, would you say 10s, '2d. was tho fair 
value of the farm ? I would. 

How much is 10s. 2d. per English acre an Irish acre 1 It is 
10s. M. 

Did you put a value upon the farm in 1870 ? 1 did according to 
tho instructions I got. 

Is that your handwriting (document handed in) ? It is. 

1 Valuation of part of the lands of Ooolartra, number on map, 
Arthur M'Atavey, contains as follows in Irish plantation measure 

-’ Did you strike an average valuation for tho untire of the 

holding 1 I did by orders I received. 

Wna that 28«. 5 $d. per Irish acre ? I suppose so. 

You put your name to the paper ? By enters. 

By whose orders did you value it now at 10s. 2d. 1 

mi. Boas—If the tenants had in the past got so much fair piny 
from the landlords as we are willing to give yuu to-day, there would 
be no necessity for the Land Act. 

Witness—Tho valuation of 10s. 2d. was my own. 

Were you paid for it 1 I suppose I got my fees. 

Was tie valuation of 1870 then a fraud I 1 acted according to 
my instructions. 

Who instructed you in 1870 l The office. 

Tho office is a nonentity—give tho name i 1 will give no names. 

Uome, sir, your character is at stake ; hero you luvvo condemned 
yourself by stating that you put your hand to a paper that was 
false. Who instructed you ? I don’t mind exactly. 

Will you swear them wus anyone 1 There was ; I don’t mind 
whom. 

You did not make it as a genuine valuation 1 I did not. 

Very well, you made it as a fraud 1 It was a matter of form to 
suit the purposes of the office. 

Did you swear to that valuation in 1875 in this very court I No, 

1 never swore to it. 

Did you find the holding larger on Thursday last than it waB in 
1870 i Did you survey this farm, at oil last Thursday I Oh! that’s 
all d-d nonsense (laughter). 
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Mr. Commissioner Kune—That language cannot be tolerated. 

Witness—I beg your panlon ; it slipped out from mo. When 
lie talks tliut way it’s altsiird (laughter). 

Mr. Smith—Who was in charge of the office in '761 I don't 
recollect. 

Whoso office was it at all 1 Mr. Joe Wright’s office. 

Do you know the object of the survey in '76 ? I never 
inquired. 

Do you know that tlio rent of this holding is 10s. 7<?, per acre 1 

Xu. 

Tf you heard that the ront of the holding was ICs. 7d. and 
your valuation is ids. (id., would you think that tho tenant was 
entitled to come in here ! The tenant might have improvements. 

Did M‘Atavuy toll you that he liad got any land within the last 
eighteen months additional to what he had before? He pointed me 
out a garden he got, hut he did not tell mo when. I never saw 
Griffith's valuation of the holding. 

Did M'Atavuy toll you he only got part of the field No. 1 within 
the past two years l He did not. 

Now, toll mo is the bog you describe there as big as the hog you 
are now standing in (laughter) ?—was there any bog on the laud in 
1870 1 I don’t mind. 

Yon have been heralded here as the most respectable valuator in 
the North of Ireland- 

Mr. Ross—I did not say so. 

Mr. .Smith -Well, there was a striug of landlords on whoso 
estate you had made valuations. Were all your valuations of those 
farms mode in tho samo way as you valued tliis farm in 1870 ) No, 
they were all genuine (laughter). 

.Tust ono other question —Do you imagine there is a soul in this 
uourt-houso who believes ono word you liavo sworn t No answer. 

Mr. Commissioner Kano—Did you make the valuation ynnrself, 
or wore you told tho amount of valuation to make I 1 drew out the 
document myself. 

Mr. Commissioner Bailey —You were told the amount to put 
down f Yen. 

Patrick M‘Atavey examined by Mr. Ross, said he was the 
claimant in tliis ease. 

And your father was Edward M'Atavey. 

Witness—So 1 was informed (laughter). 

Did you Hign tliis agreement 1 I signed it against my will. 

Mi 1 . Smith objected to this question, but the witness added—I 
signed this agreement after notice had boon served npon mo and tho 
decree had been got. This first reoeipt for rent was dated the 2itli 
Dooember, 1877, to the representatives of Edward M'Atavey, 

7 1. 16a. 2 d. There was an abatement of rent of 17a. fW. allowed to 
him on a subsequent receipt. A portion of a garden, tho rent of 
wliioh was inoluded in the agreement, was, before he got it, ranted 
at 8s. 6 d. When ho took it it was raised to 5s. Witness had been 
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in America, anil until lately had boeu in England, from whore ho 
sent monoy to his wife for the purpose of paying the expenses of 
the farm. Portion of the bog was veoluimod, and some portion 
of it was not yot reclaimed. Some of it would give a very poor 
crop. 

Whnt rent could you afford to pay for this farm, and livo upon 
it as a respectable citizen 1 I should say aliout half tho runt. 

Oould you give the half of it and live! Not os 1 could live 
abroad in any other country—that is, and live upon uothing olso. 
Thero wore two holes in tho field which had to lie fillod up, and 
there oro rocks which I can’t put soil upon, for I have not a horse 
or cart. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith—"Why could you not livo on tho 
farm without going away to America or England i My wifo was 
there. She labours it, and I sent her monoy to labour it. The 
agonts thero wore tho most tyrannical agents that ever were in that 
port of tho country. He, the witness, sunt tho particulars of this 
oase to Mr. Leek, the member for South Laucusliiro, and he wroto 
to the Manchester papers about it. 

Do you know what rent your grandfather, or father, paid for 
ij? No. 

On what authority did your solicitor state tlrnt the rent of this 
holding was raised within the last two or throe years '1 They told me 
that tho part that was added was nevor rontod. They took another 
pieco from mo, and they did not reduce the rent. 

Were you not served with a notice at the time the writ of eject¬ 
ment was served tlrnt the object was to lend to the recasting of the 
foncing with your uncle ? No. I do not remember. I got letters 
from time to time. I firmly bolievo that if I had not signed that 
agreement T would have been turnod out of the farm. 

Witness, in reply to further questions, stated that Inst year ho 
had five pocks of flax in the crop. There was a crop of com 
in the field. It contained 1 acre 0 rood 38 polos. Ho sowed 24 
stono of corn at 101 if. per stouo. 41. 3s. 5jd. was the cost of tho 
crop, and including the oxjienae of salo, Ac,, 41. 13s. lOjif., wliioh 
did not iuoludo the rent, or cess, or rates. Ho got 61. Is. 3d. for 
the com. 

Potor Mulligan—41. or 51, would be a fair rent for tho farm. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane—Will you bo able to prove, Mr. Ross, 
that the tenant-right exists in this case ? 

Mr. Puss—Yos, in the whole of that district. 

Patrick M'Nally deposed that ho did not believe he oould got a 
living out of tho farm and pay more than 51. or 01. 

Henry Moran deposed, m answer to the Sub-Commissioner, that 
he could not say what tho price of the tenant-right in that district 
was. 

Mr. Smith said 101. per aero was the price fixed by the office. 

This concluded the tenant’s esse. 

, Mr, Joseph Wright, solicitor, examined by Mr. Smith, said 
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that he was agont of the estate since 1874, and at the time the 
survey was limilo by Mr. Suiith. There was not one single partial b 
of truth in tile statement made hy Mr. Smith about the valuation. 
He believed that Mr. Smith mis told to go out and make a fair 
valuation, but witness bolioved ho had not liimself given him any 
instructions ono way nr other. Thorn had been a dispute about the 
Imundaries, and the valuator was sent to regulate it. A notice to 
quit had lieen servod and ejectment proceedings takon, but after¬ 
wards an arrangement was made between the present tenant and 
liis unolc. Neither directly nor indirectly was tliero any coercion 
used with reference to the signing of the agreement. Unless pro¬ 
vision was made the wholo of the county cess would have to be paid 
by tho landlord. 

Mr. Boss—This is an agreement hy the tenant to pay tho whole 
of it. 

Mr. Wright added that ho did not know anything about tho 
holding. 

Mr. Boss—Don’t you know tliat the signing of the agreement 
was an infringement of tho Ulster tenant-right ') I do not know. 

Don’t yon know that it prevents free sale ? I do not. 

After the passing of the Act o£ 1870, wero thore a number of 
these agreements proposed i No, there were not. The landlord is 
an absonteo. 

Mr. Foster Dun woody deposed that he was in Mr. Wright's 
office. The claimant’s holding was capable of producing good crops. 
When he went into possession the farm was in good condition. It 
was totally untrue tliat Smith was directed as to tho value to be put 
on farms. As a matter of fact, Smith liimself said that tho rent of 
the farms was too low. Witness hnil at one time pressed the 
claimant to take 1001 from tho old man, his undo, hut he refused 
to do so. 

Michael IAnghron deposed that he thought M'Atavey’a laud was 
bettor than the land he held himself, and he would not take 10). an 
aero for his farm. 

This olosed the evidence for the respondent. 

Mr. Boss—I can give evidence with rufurenceto tho townh-nd 
of Coolartra, in which my client’s holding is, and which belongs to 
the same landlord generally. I will show that in 1801 the rent was 
raised whon the raining was in full operation. 

Mr. Smith—This has no bearing upon the case of Patrick 
M'Atavoy. 

Mr. Commissioner Kano—Wo cannot reoeivo it, Mi’. Ross. If 
you can prove the raising of the rents on the whnlo of the towniaad, 
that, of comae, affects the holding wo are dealing with; but you 
oannot prove it by proving the raising of the rent on any particular 
holding. 

Mr. Ross—The entire townland of Coolartra belongs to Coots 
Bond. If I am in a position to prove, as I am, that every tenant 
in the townland had his rent raised in or about the year I860 or ’01, 
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when the mines wore in full operation, surely it would ho a strong 
argument for me tliat this rent was liaised also. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane—If you can prove that tho rout was 
raised hi overy ease it would, but you cannot use the ease of any 
particular holding for the purpose. 

Mr. Ross--I luivo mon hero who were tenants so far buck as 
1840. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane—Tho host thing would ho for Mr. Ross 
to brhig forward his evidence, and then wo can dueide. 

Patrick Harris was then examined, Mr. Smith entering an 
objection to the evidence being received. Harris stated that he 
was a tenant on the townland of Ooolartni for the past forty or 
tifty years. There was this general rise from Of. to Ilf. 

Can you say that the rents of all the tenants were raised f I can 
say that we were all processed at u certain timo. 

Witness—It was afterwards raisodfrom Ilf. to 13f. 10s. 7d. Wo 
all got ejectment processes. We wore not willing to pay this second 
riso, and wo got these processes for one year’s rout. Tho old rent 
would not be taken, and there came in an agent and ho processed 
ovory man, which cost us 13s. Ad. We then were glad to pay it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith—Was there any alteration in 
M‘Atavey’s rent! I know only about my own. 

What is your present rent / ldf. 10s. 3Jd. 

Mr. Smith, (to wituuss)—Did you not get an additional piece of 
ground that added on the rent I Yob, I got a piece. 

Mr. Smith—There has been no proof of raising M'Atavey’s rent 
except as an equivalent for a piece of ground, and the same applies 
in this man’s oase. 

John M'Quade examined by Mr. Ross, 'stated that he was a 
tenant on the townland of Ooolartra. His father was a tenant 
before him. His rout had been raised. In 1801 his runt was i)/., 
in 1804 it was Of. 8a. 2d., anil in 1881 it was 10f. 7s. Oif. 

Mr. Smith said the evidence with regard to a general riso ovor 
the estate was absurd. 

Mr. Commissioner Kano said it was an important fact in an 
Ulster tenant-right district to know tho value of tho tenant-right 
not only in tins district but in others. 

Mr. Smith—Tliis man was offered iOf. an acre by liis landlord, 
and he refused. 

Mr. Commissioner Garland—Was tliat Irish acres ? 

Mr. Smith—Irish acres. 

Witness (to Mr. Ross)—I liavu seven acres at 30s, an aero, 
Irish. 

What is the value of the tenant-right in your district ? IOf. an 
acre ; tliat is tho office rule. 

Mr. Commissioner Garland—Suppose there were no office rule 
restricting the price ? It is not worth IOf. an acre. It is not worth 
it, for it is rack-rent, and we must leave the placo or pay the rent. 
There are forms to he nold, but no one can buy them because they 
could not hold their own. 
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What (lirl farms sell at within the last tliroe years ? 102. anil 
miller it. 102. is the general puruliase. 

Fnmeis Boyd, examined liy Mr. Ross—I live in the neighbour¬ 
ing tnwidandnf 'l'artariigh- 

Mr. Smith—1 objoct to tliis, but you can go on now as fast os 
the Commissioners allow you. 

Mr. Ross—How close are you to M'Atavey'a holding? There 
tiro two towulands between us. I bought and sold land myself at 
•JO/, an aore. I gave 202. an acre myself, and tho rent wna 12. an 
aero. 

Thomas Harrison, examined by Mr. Ross, said he lived inOool- 
ttrtra. lie had bought land from Air. Bond, who was a good land¬ 
lord, none to compare with him. 112. an acre was the then 
price —— 

Mr. Ross—You may go down. 

Mr. Smith—Praising the landlord does not suit Air. Ross. 
About how much land liave you I Ahout 4A acres. 

Wliat runt are you subject to t 61. 11s. 8 d., but it is half too 
much (laughter). 

Mr. Foster Dunwoody (recalled! Bahl there liad been no increase 
in tho rental since 1872. The slight addition which had been made 
to M'Atavey’a holding had been taAon off another tenant, arising 
as it did from a change in the boundaries. Ho did not know any- 
tlung about the ronts before 1872. 

Mr, Ross—Will you swoar there was not a nominal sum charged 
in tho offico and a larger sum demanded outside in the gateway? Well, 
I have hoard that something of the kind lias taken placo, but I know 
notliing of it. There has been a depression in the sale of tenants’ 
interests, but just now there seems to bo a revival. Last year was 
not a favourable year for selling, but I don’t think M'Atavey would 
tako 102. an acre for Ilia holding. I tried to get him to take 100/. 
for his interest in the farm when liis uncle wanted it, hut he said 
ho would not takg loss tlian 2602. for it. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane, in giving the deoision of the Court, 
said that he had considered the whole facts of the case. The evi¬ 
dence hail not boon satisfactory. Ku doubt there were difficulties 
on both sides in conseauence of the absence from the country of the 
tenant till quite recently, and, on the other hand, in consequence 
of the change in the agents of the estate in the year 1870, and the 
impossibility of finding any records which dealt with it, and showed 
the oonilition and nature of the estate before that year. They had, 
however, all visited the holding, and the facts of tile case tliat were 
proved or admitted were as follow ;—This farm originally belonged 
to the tenant’s father, who died. The runt was 72. l(w. Id. Pre¬ 
vious to that we do not know of anything. In the year 1876 
tliis young man came back from America and established his legal 
right. A differonoe arose between die uncle and tho yi lung man. 
The difficulties were ended by a notice to unit being served and an 
ejectment decree being got, apparently against both parties, and in 
there being some slight alteration in tho area of tho farm, and the 
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rent being raised to 8Z. 16s. 2d,, and professedly part of that wns 
due to the addition of a small garden which tho present tenant pur¬ 
chased from an old woman named Rooney, which was previously 
rented at 3s. (id., and wliich was increased to 6s. Thoro was also 
three-quarters of an Irish acre of reclaimed bog. This might in 
some measure at all events account for that increase, bnt probably 
that would not ontiroly account for tho incroase of 10s. Gri. Under 
these circumstances tho case now omno before thorn. Tlioy bad 
very carefully examined the holding to seo what tire fair rout of tho 
farm should bo, and the conclusion they bad oomoto, to tho best of 
their judgment, was that the fair rent for this holding would ho the 
sum of ti I. On., a year, and they idm said, of course, that the present 
laic shoidil apply and the landlord should pay the, ludf of the county 
cess. Of courso, if their decision was unsatisfactory, it was more 
desirable that an appeal should ho taken. It was probable, this 
being tho iirat case deoided under the Act wliicli had boon passed. 
That put upon their decision a very great responsibility. They 
were not guided by previous rulings or docisious, and only decided 
accoiding to then' own judgment, unassisted by any rules laid down 
by j udioial authorities. There was ono question that he would wish ti i 
refer to. It was with reference to tho period at which this runt, so 
(ixed by them, should apply. It was peculiarly a question which 
could only uriso that day, or on another gale day. 

To Mr. Ross—Was any application made to the Court undor tho 
GOtll section at this present sitting of the Commission, and if so, had 
such application been recorded 1 

Mr. Ross—Tt had, with three or four othors, boon entered in 
Dublin. The applications were recorded to have a fair rent fixed, 

Mr. Commissioner Kano—That removed all difficulties. That 
being so, under tho (50th section of tho Act our decision is tho same 
as if made before, and the period would run from to-day. 

Mr. Ross said he had now to apply to the Court for costs. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane—Was on application made to the land¬ 
lord for a reduction in the rent before tlio Borvico of tlio originating 
notice ? 

Mr. Rosh—T here was not. 

Mr. Commissioner Kane— Under these circumstances ire have conic 
to the conclusion that where no application had been made to the land¬ 
lord bcyoml the service of the original! an notice, each party should jtaii 
his own rusts. It was, he thought, only due to tliolandlord that lie 
should be given a chance of reduciug tho rent out of court. 

Tlio result of the judgment is stated to be tliat the rent is re¬ 
duced practically 11. 2s. below Griffith's valuation, the sizo of tho 
farm beiug two acres more, accoiding to tlio valuation of Yiucent 
Hmith, the tonant’s own valuator, tlian is given in tho Poor-law 
valuation of the holding. It appears that at one time throo roods 
were added to one farm, and seven porches deducted. Some dis¬ 
crepancy, however, lias crept in, and, basud on Smith’s survey, tho 
rent is substantially 22s, below Griffith's valuation. 
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The Crawford Cases. 

Tho Sub-Commissioners—Mr. Edward Greer, who presided. 
Professor Thomas Baldwin, and Mr. James M. Boss. 

Label la Sinw Oamj/bell, tenant; Lev. Archibald Cranford, 
landlord. 

This was an application by a widow named Isabella Sims 
Campbell to fix a fairront. Slio holds 5a. 3r. 35p. near the village 
of CoriLiiioney, about seven miles from Belfast. Slio alleged that 
at tho expiration of the lease undor which her husband held in 
18(il> the rout was increased from 51. 15s. to 91. 4s. id. The poor- 
law valuation is (it. 

Isabella Sims Campbell, an elderly woman, who gave her evi¬ 
dence with much shrewdness, was examined. She statod that on 
her husband’s death, about twenty years ago, she was left in 
possession of the farm. She had four children—two sons and two 
daughters—all grown up, and they lived with her, and but for the 
assistance she recoived from them she could not have lived on the 
farm. It contained 5a. 3r. 3op. The rent before her husband’s 
death was 51. 15a., and tho present rent was 91. 4*. id. 

Mr. M'Morclie, solicitor for tho tenant—Tho rent was raised 
in ’06 1 Yes. In all my time there I never hoard of the landlord 
spending a [Hinny on the farm. 

When you were noticed in 'GO to pay the increased rent at the 
expiration uf your lease, why did yon agroo to pay it} I was glad 
to gut the farm, because it was still a residenco for me. T would 
ruther pay it than iiit—I likod to live in iho old den (laughter). I 
think Mr. M'Auiiife’s name was at tho foot of tho notice about 
the new rent. _ 

What would you consider a fair ront for the farm ? I think 10s. 
or 19s. a ‘ wee acre ’ would be sufficient. 

Mr. Overeud, counsel for tho landlord—Isn’t it very good 
land? It was vorypoor. When the boys begun to grow np we 
made it good. . 

Isn’t tire house good 1 Wo made it good. I saw the whole of 
tho children rising at night unable to got a dry place to lie in. If 
it was not for the industry of tho boys I would not have potatoes 
and milk. 

In reply to Professor Baldwin, 

Mr. Overeud said the poor-law valuation was 6L 

Jam os M’Gnnn. a tenant on the same property, and also 
having a claim against tho landlord, Btatcd that 12s. per statute 
acre would bo a fair rent for Mrs. Campbell’s land. That would be 
about 1?. per Irish acre. The house did not belong to the landlord. 
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It would be worth 2». par week more. If it liad not been for her 
children Mrs. Campbell could not have livod on the farm. 

Samuel Lyle, another fconant on the property, also stated that 
12s, per acre would be a fair, full rent. Ho never knew of ttio 
landlord spending a penny on the farm. 

The witness also added that the farm mis cl<>ao to a bleaching 
green. 

Moses Lylo, another tenant, also said that the land was worth 
about 12s. an acre. 

Mr. Thomas A. Archibald, P.L.O., Belfast, said lie had ex¬ 
amined the land, and lie considered it worth 10s. an acre, indepen¬ 
dent of the dwellin'' It was fair laud, with n light subsoil. The 
only crops that would grow on it with any chanco of success wore 
oats and potatoes. 

Mrs. (Jaiuplioll, recalled, stated she paid all the oounty cess. 

This concluded the tenant's ouse. 

A copy of the leasu granted to the tenants on the estate in ’42, 
and which was similar in all the eases, was handed in, and also a 
copy of the nnticu to quit served in ’Gfi, preparatory to the 
vising of the rent. 

Mr. George M‘Auliffe, J.I\, stated that he liuil boon agent for 
the estute for about thirty yoai-s. He always understood ho was 
appointed by Mrs. Crawford's trustees. His appointment was 
made after the execution of tlio leases of ’4-2, and he received the 
rents until tlio expiration of tlio leases in November, ’(ill. Notices 
to quit wore served, he believed, on all the tenants, dated April 
’(MS, and in response to the notico lie had interviews with tlio ten¬ 
ants in his office. He intimated to thorn that an increase of rent 
was required, and that tlio notices to quit luid been Borved with 
that object. Ha hud the lands valued at tlio time. The valuators 
wore Dr. Ritchie and the late Mr. Brassliigton, of the lii'm of 
Brasaington and Gale. The increased rents were in every case 
arrived at by the valuators. He informed the tunauts afterwards 
in a personal interview of the increased rent, and thoy all agreed 
to it. No furtlior uction was taken on Bio notioos to quit, und 
there was no other raising of the rout on the estate during wit¬ 
ness’s time. Mrs. Crawford was in England, and he received a 
letter from her the day before yesterday. Rev. Mr. Crawford was 
Archdeacon of Ouatleuiame (in Australia). Witness remitted the 
rents to Mrs. Crawford, but lie did not know who the trustees 
were. EIo thought the rents on the estato wore moderate. Tho 
liouso on the holding in the present case belonged to the landlord. 
The land was situate near a mill and bloaoh-ground, and since tlio 
raising of the rent, in 18GG, the portion of Belfast dose to the 
holding had very much extended, and the value of the land had 
inoreaaed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M'Mordie— The ground upon which he 
chimed the improvements J'or the landlord was the covenant in the, 
hose. Ho was not aware that the landlord had spent anything on 
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the koltUnrjx. He did not believo tliat tlie tenant in this case built 
tlie rosidoucu, nor did he believe the improvements were made by 
the tenant. Ho believed ho raised the ronts on the intimation of 
Mr. Andrew Crawford, brother of tile Kev. Archibald Crawford. 
He *uu' the latter about tuvnty-revni nr f uenty-eiyht yean ai/ii. He 
told the valuators to mako a fair valimtibn of the holding indepen¬ 
dent of the landlord or tenant. The tenant* iron hi have been ejected 
if they had not atjrenl to the ine.no wd runt. 

Mr. M'Mordie submitted that the tenants’ improvements were 
not to be taken into consideration in lixing the runt. 

Mr. Overdid argued contra, and contended that the improve- 
u ents belonged to the landlord, anil that tile lease was conclusive 
oil tno point, iu> it contained a covenant that the improvements 
were to fie maintained mid yielded up at the expiration of the lease. 

Mr. M'Mordie observed that if the Court decided in favour of 
such nil assumption, they might bid good-bye to the Latnl Act of 
1881. 

The Stub-Commissioners retired for consultation, and on re¬ 
turning. 

The Chairman announced that they were of opinion that the 
tenant tea* untitled to the. benefit of the improvement* vole** Mr. 
(In-rend would ijir.e them some more, definite evidence that the iilijot itc- 
loeid* were made either by the landlord or by hi* predecessor in title 
(applause). 

Mr. Uverend said lie was not in a position to ott'or any evidence 
anterior to 1842, when the lease was made. As this decision would 
relate hi all the subsequent oases, the interest in the holdings 
would he reduced by one-half, and us the present decision must insult 
in a ru-heariug of tlio case before the Commissioners, bo wouldhuggest 
tliut the Court should nmko two valuations—olio giving the tenant 
the benutit of the impruvuuients, and the other giving it to the 
landlord—-and reserve tlio question fur the Commissioners. This 
would avoid the necessity or a full re-hearing. 

Mi - . M'Mordie said he was prepared to meet the landlord in 
any court. He was confident that the Commissioners would up¬ 
hold the present decision, for if they unset it it would be equiva¬ 
lent to telling the country that the Laud Act was a sham (applause). 

The Court deolinod torosorvu the question, and evidence having 
been given that tho quantity of hind on the holding under roads 
was lr. :i7p., the Court reserved tlioir docision. 

The evidence of tlio valuators whs then t.ikon as to all the hold¬ 
ings on this estate, as to which appUoalions had been made. 

Thomas Houston deposed tluit ho visited the holdings in com¬ 
pany with Mr. Archibald, P.L.U , and valued them. They con¬ 
sidered the fail' rout for Mrs. IfAlister’s holding; would lie 14s. Cd. 
per statute aero. They believed that to bo the full competition 
value of tho combined interests of tlio landlord and the tenant. 
They then deducted 161. an aero, which they considered to be tho 
fair value of the tenunt-right, He hod stated on the previous day 
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that, putting 14s. (id. and 15s. together, they brought tho rent up 
to 29s. 0(2. He now wished to add tlmt ho did not think a wise 
man would go into tho farm at that. Ho would take 2s. Gd. off 
each figure to got at tho wise man's rent. In Bull’s caso tliuy esti¬ 
mated the fail' rent at Ills., and tho tenant-right at 15s., hut that 
he would reduce to 2G«. to gut at tho fair rent. 

Professor Baldwin—Surely you must eliminate tho question of 
skill in farming in your osLimate, and take what may lie called the 
fair averago tenant 1 

Yes, that is what I did. 

Anil you deduct from the tonant-right value 2«. fid. from the 
landlord, and 2s. (M. from the tenant 2 Yus, because wo say that 
15/. is the full competition value of the tenant-right. L buliovo 
people will give too much for land. 

In reply to Mr. Overend the witnusH stated that the tenant’s 
improvements formed tho principal element in ustimatiug the 
tonunt-iight, hut tho general mteroxt ill tho holding and its situa¬ 
tion are also elements to ho considered. Ho would not regard tho 
natural quality of tho soil without tho tenant's improvements os 
an olumeut. He had nob time to inquire minutely into tho tenant- 
right interest in each case. 

In reply to Mr. M’Mordio, tho witness stated that he Loliuved 
the toiuuit should liavo a sharo in tho iucruase of value which 
arose from natural and other causes ovor which noithur tho land¬ 
lord nor tho tenant had complete control. 

Mr. Overeud—And slniro tho losses 1 He has already to do 
that. 

Professor Baldwin said it was of the gruatoBt importance that 
thuro should bo the fullest investigation into the mode Iry which 
the valuators arrived at tliuir conclusions. It would save time and 
afford mure satisfaction to the public, lie beliovud, if evidence of 
a thoroughly reliable character were placed Wore the Court. 

Mr. M'Mordie said it mu uhsohdehj imjumibtc to obtain in 
Ulster tint sort of evidence u'hieh the Court seemed to require hi these 
cum:*. Ho was thoroughly familiar with tho operation of tho 
Ulster tenant-right, and he would say tliat if tho Court wore to 
expect or liopo to procure persons residing hi tho districts, familiar 
with the dealings hot ween landlord and tenant and the transfer 
of hind, who could give evidence of that close analytical chnmctor, 
they might as well stop the procedure under the Act. All thoy 
could do was to give the evidoueo of practical ltmu acquainted, 
with the land and the circumstances of the jiavties who had no 
interest themselves in the cases before the Oourt. If tho Court 
were not guided by tho honest judgment of such witnessos os they 
could got, he would say blush they appeared to him to have beou 
very largely losing their biino. 

The Chairman—I am afraid we are losing cmr time now. 

Mr. H'Mordie said tliis was a very serious matter, and there 
should be a clear understanding about it. 
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Professor Baldwin said there was not a particle of scienoo in 
the evidence at all, and the object of his remarks was merely to 
elicit reliable testimony from a practical witness. 

Mr. M'Mordio said he had already drawn the attention of the 
Commissioners to the reliability of the ovidonce. 

Professor Baldwin disclaimed any intention of reflecting on the 
evidence as given, which ho regarded as most valuable. But he 
could Mt forget that the witness Tuul stated that he had nut sufficient 
time to ya fully into the various cases. 

Mr. M'Mordia observed that the Land Commission above was 
itself responsible for the hurried procedure. He had not spared 
himself in preparing tho cases. 

Mr. Ovcrend said where it was sought to transfer so much 
property from the landlords to tho tenants ho must ask tho Court 
to insist upon evidence reasonable, correct, and fair. 

Mr. M'Mordio said it was rather amusing to hear that from 
Mr. Ovorond, sooing that ho had not given one tittle of evidence 
to assist the Court hi this matter. 

Mr. Houston was thou examined relative to tho value of the 
other farms. His evidence was similar in choroctor with that 
given by him relative to M‘Alister’s holding. 

Mr. Aroldliftld, P.L.G., gave corroborative evidence. 

Mr. John Jordon, of Dromoro, Btated that he had been for 
many years valuator for Lord Trevor, in the County Down. He 
had visited the holdings on the Archibald property, and ho esti¬ 
mated 14s. an aero as a fair runt. The holdings varied from 10b. 
to 18s. lid. 

Professor Baldwin expressed his dissatisfaction with regard to 
his oaloulations ns to the cost of labour, &c. 

Mr. M‘Mordie said it was not in thoir power to produce better 
evidence. 

Mr. Overend put in. evidence the leases and tho deod of settle¬ 
ment of the property, ilatod August 29, 1878, wliioh divided the 
property in certain shares nuioug tho ohildron of Mrs. Crawford, 
subject to bor own life ostate. Ho submitted that the valuation 
of Messrs. Ritchie and Brassington was the fair value of the land, 
and that the evidence tendered to the Commissioners wus incom¬ 
plete and unreliable. 

Mr. M'Auliffe, the agent, was recalled, and stated, in answer 
to Professor Baldwin, that he hod had experience as a farmer. 
The standard by which he came to the conclusion that the rents 
were fair was by comparing them with the other rents in the 
locality. He had given liis ovidonco ns a laud ngont, and without 
knowing auytliing as to how the tenant worked the land. 

To Hr. M'Mordio—The buildings and improvements were 
included iu that valuation, 

Mr. Commissioner Greer—In these fifteen caseB in which tho 
Rev. Archibald Crawford is the landlord, wa have had the tenant 
coming forward in each case to support Ins application by hie own 
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testimony, and in addition we have had the evidence of two intclli- 
gont fanners from a neighbouring estate, who both examined tho 
surernJ holdings, and who have givon to the Court the hcuufit of 
tlioir opinion and practical ex\iericnco as successful fanners, and 
they say that the rent which should ho fixed as a fair rout in such 
case would he from 12s. to 10s. the statute aero, according to their 
opinion of the holding. We have also had tho ovidonco of an 
experienced valuator, Mr. Jordan, who puts tho rent at 14s. an 
acre. We regret that we have had no evidence from tho other sidu, 
save tho testimony of the landlord ; and wo fully recognise the 
difficulties Mr. Om'ond has had to contend with in conducting his 
case, owing to tlm abaonco abroad of tho reverend gentleman whom 
he represents. It tniultl. uppmr that the Rev. Archibald IVairfonl 
rmiijrnted to Australia .wine ticenty-nine years mjo, I nanny his aijeni, 
Mr. Uenrye M'AuliJfe, in charge of Uus property, ami he has not since 
returned. Previous to the ileparturo of Mr. Crawford, and in tho 
year 1842, he executed to all the present tenants or their prede¬ 
cessors looses of tlioir holdings for a term of twenty-one years, and 
in some few cases a life was added. Tho rents reserved by those 
louses may ho generally stated to have heun equal to 20s. per statute 
acre. They all expired in the year 18(56, and in 18(!C Mr. M'Anliflo, 
acting upon the instructions of Mr. William Omwford, brother of 
flic landlord, proceeded to have a re-valuation of tho estate. 
Mr. M'Auliffo solootcd as valuators for the landlord tlie late 
diaries Brassington and Dr. William Ititcliie, of Belfast, and lie 
instructed them to visit the lauds and estimate tho then letting 
value of each holding. It docs not- appear Unit any valuator repre¬ 
sented the tenants upon that occasion. Mr M'Auliffe, having procured 
tlie valuation, proccodod to not upon it by having, as Iio 1ms in¬ 
formed ub, luid notices to quit served upon the tenants—all of them 
on tho same (lay—and at ter wards he lmd an interview with the 
tenants, whun ho iuformod each of thorn that the landlord required 
their rents increased, and, and after some objection on the port of 
tlio tenants, the rents of all wuro incroaRod from 20s. por statute 
acre to about 00*. per statute acre, Mr. Biosaington is sineo dead, 
bo we could not have the benefit of his evidence to explain to us tho 
data upon which, in the year 1806, he basod his ooncluaions that 
tlio rent was then too low, and should lie increased. Dr. Ritoliie, 
however, is still alive, and residing in Belfast, and we should have 
been glad to have heard from him thu explanation wliioh wo could 
not have from Mr. Brassington. Mr. M'Aulill’e told us there was 
soniu differenco between the valuation of tho two gentlowen, hut it 
was trifling. If any report of the valuators was in existence wo 
should lite to liavo seen it. However, the casus have been dosed, 
and we are now colled upon to docido upon the data, such as it is, 
that lias been afforded to us, To assist us in arriving at a deoision 
we have personally visited and inspected the several holdings. Wo 
hove examined the fences, drains, and all the surrounding circum¬ 
stances connected with each, and we have, aftermuok consideration, 
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determined that the following judicial rents shall be tho rents to bo 
paid in oach ease for the next fifteen years :— 
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Professor Baldwin said -lu concurring in the judgiuont which 
lias been delivered, there arc several reasons why I should 
Bay a few words. This judgment will he read with tho deepest 
interest, and scanned with onro. We have simply administered the 
Act of Parliament to the best of our judgment. We hate reduced 
the rent*, and we haw dime so heemuse if ha* Iteen proved that the im¬ 
provements have been made by the tenants. The ugeut admitted that 
not one shilling has hoen laid out on tho land by the landlord, who 
has been an absentee for twenty-seven yea™. Tho agent did 
contend that tho improvements—buildings, roads, fencos, drains, 
and reclamations—made botweon 1842 and 1803 by tho tenants, 
became the projterty of the landlord under the lease executed in 
1842. On tliiB point we have given our judgment alroudy. Im¬ 
provements have been made silioo 13153. The status of tenants lifts 
undergone a vast change since 18-12. Mr. Overeud frankly admitted 
that the estate is subject to the Ulster custom of tenant-right, in 
1806 a rise of rent was put on wliioli seriously affected the tennnt- 
right. Another such increase would kill it. This Act tell a iw in 
words which, cannot be misunderstood that we mud not allow any rent 
in respect of improvements mmle by the tenant or his predecessor* in 
title unless he shall fuice been compensated or recouped for them. The 
Act secures to the tenapts the property they have created in tho 
soil, and deprives the landlord of the power of appropriating it. In 
determining the rent we have not set up any slaiulard of what tho 
farming ought to he. We have taken the estate, tenants and aU, as too 
find them. We have carefully considered the capabilities of the land in 



222 APPKXDTX F. 

the hands of the present tenants. To others the land may he Mure 
valuable if those tenants were removed. With any speculation on that 
point ire hate nothing to ilo. Therein not in the management of thin 
estate a single feature of what is called an English-managed estate. 
It has not been managed in the liberal and fostering spirit so 
common on Irish estates. Several of the tenants have effected a 
groat many improvements, which gave them inequity, and now in 
law, a considerable into rest in their holdings. On the other hand, 
many of the. farms are in a neglected, ami a fete in a shuweftd slate. 
This Act. and our decision to-day tell them tliat every bit of perma¬ 
nent improvement they effect in future shall be protected by the 
law. It is hoped tliis will givo a new direction to their thoughts 
and industry, and thus speedily improve thoir own condition, in¬ 
crease the prosperity of the district, and promote the well-being of 
the Statu (applause). 

The Suh-Onnmiissionors ordered that the landlord should pay 
half the county cess. 

Mr. M'Mordie, solicitor, asked that all the tenants should got 
their costs with the oxception of Win. Williamson. 

The Chairman said they had determined not to givo costs in the 
present case. 

Mr. M'Mordie hoped the Commissioners would not make up 
their minds until they had heard him. 

The Chairman said they had made up their minds on the point, 
having considered it most carefully. 

Mr. M'Mordie hoped they would rooonsidor it. Ilo was not 
asking for any restitution to he made to tlio IciuuiIh, but merely 
that they should got the common rights of ordinary suitors who 
wore successful. 

The Chairman said he thought it would be very hard to visit the 
landlord with exists, as he probably would not hear of tho present 
proceedings for a couple of months. 

Mr. M'Mordie hoped the Commissioners would givo him an 
opportunity of arguing this point before them at Downpatrick next 
week. 

The Chairman said they bad decided tho matter on their own 
discretion, having given it fnll and ooreful consideration, and ho 
thought it was usoIobs to press the point further. Ho intimated 
that tho tenants would got the benefit of the reduction from 
November 1. 

The total reduction of the rent-roll of the Crawford estate is 
1081. 2s. iOd. per annum, which in the fifteen years for which the 
rent has been fixed will amount to 1,522 2s. 6d., to say nothing of 
compound interest. 
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The Tensent Cases. 

Before Sab-Commission No. 2, sifting at Belfast. 

Robert Cooper, tenant; Robert Tennant, landlord. 

This was an application to fix a fair ront. Tho tenant holds 
19a. 2r. op. at Dundonald, County Down. The old rent was -til., 
which was subsequently reduced to 181., and raised to SOI. in 1875, 
in consequence, ns the tunant alleged, of hia improrunisnts. He 
stated that the land was hilly, and he was unable to make a living 
out of it. The only flesh meat he could afford to eat was a bit of 
American bacon occasional ly. When he became tenant the land 
was in poverty and the houses dilapidated. 

llill Magee > tenant; same landlord. 

This was a similar application. Tho tenant holds 18a. lr. Up. 
at Hollywood, County Down. He Btated that he encueeded his 
father in the form five year's ago, and that the rent was thou raised 
from 271. 10s. to 321. His three sisters lived with him, and none 
of them tastud butcher’s meat from year’s end to year’s end. 

William Larin our, tenant.; same landlord. 

Tho tenant in this case made a similar application. He holds 
18a. lr. Up. Tho old ront whs 201., and the present rent 271. ; 
Poor-law valuation, 251. 10s. He stated that all the improvements 
wero made hy him and his predecessors in title. He was unable to 
live on the land at the present rent. 

On cross-examination by Mr. Overend, the witness admitted his 
father got some compensation for the erection of the buildings. 

Orr Shepherd, tenant; same landlord. 

The tenant in this ease holds 15a. lr. 39p., and the applica¬ 
tion. was similar to tho previous ones. The rent is 271., ana the 
Poor-law valuation 18 1. 10s. The applicant stated that he hud been 
ten years in possession, and that he mis a spirit-groinr and pro¬ 
vision dealer. Me paid most of the rents and farm rxjsmsre nut 
of the shop, and but for it he could not live on the farm at all. His 
wife was in possession when he married her. 

To Professor Baldwin—I employ a man and a boy constantly 
on the form. 

In reply to Mr. Overond, the witness stated that he had another 
farm of four acres, on which the two labourers also worked. 

John Barry, e, retired farmer and land valuator and auctioneer, 
stated that Cooper’s and 'Lanuour’a land was very stoep and inac¬ 
cessible for labour. Ho considered 10s. an acre would be a fair 
rent for both forms. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Overend—I never take the tenant- 
right into account at all, I find it so fluctuating. If the tenant- 
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right were taken into account I think the /arms would not sell ut 
id. an aoi , e. 

To Professor Baldwin—1 took nothing into account but tho 
bind. Tho witness added that he estimated tho fair rout of Hill 
Magee’s farm at 12s. an acre, and. Orr Sheppard's at its., the latter 
lieing more easily laboured and more oecessiblo. 

<_>u behalf of the landlord, 

Mr. Henry Pox, agent of tho property, stated that Mr. Tonneut 
came into possession on the (loath of Inn father, about two yuars 
ago. Ho produced tho rent book, which showed tliat some abate¬ 
ments had been made and some Compensation paid for improve¬ 
ments. 

Mr. Commissioner Greer said it was unnecessary for him to 
recapitulate tho evidence given in tlio four cases in which Mr 1 , 
llohert Tennont is tlio landlord. They had had the opportunity of 
jHjraoiud inspection, accompanied by the landlord and tho tenants. 
In the courso of thoir viHit they believed tlioir attention was 
directed by both parties to every circumstance oouneoted with the 
farms, of which it was desirable they should bo informed. Taking 
everything into consideration, they had determined to make the 
following alterations in tlie present runts :—.Robert Cooper, tenant; 
old rent, 18 1. ; present rent, 301. ; valuation, 271. 10s. j judicial 
rent now fixed, 20Z. 13s. Id. Hill Magoo, tenant; old rent, 
27/. 10s. j present rent, 321. ; valuation, 20/. ; judicial rent, 
211. 4s. '2d. William Larmour, tenant; old rent, 201. ; present 
rent., 27/.; valuation, 24/. 10s. ; judicial rent, 231. 0s. Gil. Orr 
Shepherd, tenant j old rent, 241. ; present rent, 271. j valuation, 
18/. 10s. ; judicial rent, 231. 4s. 9cl. 

Mr. Commissioner Greer intimated that in these caaos the tenants 
should got thoir oosts. 

Mr. Overond, for the landlord, said he did not ask for a recon¬ 
sideration of the decision, but, having regard to the importance of 
the question ns regarded costs, he thought it would lie well if some 
principle were laid down for their future guidance. In this par¬ 
ticular instance ho did not seo why the landlords should 1 ms obliged 
to pay the costs, inusmucli as there hod been a large reduction of 
rent. 

Mr. Commissioner Greer—We havo fully considered tlio matter, 
and we have couie to tho oouelusiuu tliat he ought to pay thoir costs 
(applause). 

Tho total reduction of Mr. Tennant’s property is 24/. 8s. (id., 
which in the fifteen years will amount to 3081. 7s. <W. 

I liave lately received from Mr. Fox, the agent for tho Tennont 
and othor estates in the Hurth, some very interesting and useful 
‘ farm reports ’ given in evidence before the Commissioners upon 
appeal by Mr. Tennont, showing the capabilities of the farms in 
question ; also tho reports of the assessors, Mr. Murrough O’Brion 
and Mr. Grey, and an explanatory lutter, all of which lhave here 
set out. It would seem, however, that Mr. Fox has valued the 
goodwill at too low a rate. 
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WILLIAM LARMOUR. 
Urois value o£ products as cropped in 188J 


Uross cost o£ labour 

Seed. 

Manure. 

Kinwrintendence, 10a. por acre 
5 per cent, on 200/... or 10/. por 
acre. Capital Kla. per acre 
Repairs, 4s. per acre 
Insura nee and contingencies, 
'it. Cd. per sore . 

Taxes. 

Present rent .... 


£‘52 8 7 


28 

n 

It 

51 

14 

10 

9 

12 

6 

fl 

12 

8 

it 

17 

U 

2 

8 

1 

2 

17 

9 

27 

0 

0 . 




1 27 17 i 


25 10 1 


29 17 9 


£ a. d 

253 8 0 


183 5 2 


Net Profit 1881, average prices 

5 per cent, on 150/, goodwill . . . 7 10 0 

5 per cent, on 2(V, permanent improvements' 10 0 

6 l«sr cent, on 170/, totul Interest of tenant 

in holding, 

4J per cent. Sinking Fund, to reebup 201 in 

IB years 0180 

25 por cent, business profit on 101. per acre 

on 2001. invested as working capital . 50 0 0 


70 3 4 


59 8 0 


Hunt, short charged 
I’resont rout . 


10 15 4 
27 0 0 


Future fair rent. 

The tenant, if ho and his family do the 
manuul labour of tho farm will have for 
maintenance, per Col. 14 . 
Superintendence, per Col. 10. 

Interest on working capital, per Col. 16 
Interest on goodwill, us above 
Interest on permanent Improvements, as above 
■Business profits, 25 por cent, ns above . 


40 S 6 
9 13 6 

9 13 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 
50 0 0 


B7 16 4 


117 IS (i 


Tiic wholo manual labour on this farm annually is represented by 
1 man, 18!) days, and 1 woman, S76 days. 

101. per atatuie acre is the sum taken ns working capital. 

Two yours of net annual profits (701. Its. id. x 2 = 1401. 6s, ?<l.) are 
taken to be what the goodwill should sell for as a commercial trans- 
notion, and that sura added to 201., the amount expended on permanent 
improvements, gives Hill/. Gs. 8 d. the wholo tenant right or interest of 
the tenant in tho holding. 

Q 
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(boss value of production mopped in 1H81 . 


(irons cost of labour . ■ A'02 II 2 

Howl.18 0 5 

llanure . . . . . 80 10 -1 

Superintendence, 10,?. per aero 10 17 11 

.) |ier cent, on 220/, or 10/. par 

aero. Capital 10*. pur auru 10 L7 3 

llopuirs, 4s. Jior acre . . 4 G 11 

Insurnnoo nnfl contingcmcia?, 

'2s. firf. i«jr acre . 3 14 II 

Taxes. 3 5 3 

Present rent . . . . 30 0 i* 


£ s tl. 


Ill 4 11 


38 15 3 

:;:t r, 3 


Net Profit, 1881, avemgo prices 

5 per cent, on 140/., goodwill . . . 7 0 0 

6 por cent, on 30/., pennnnont improvements 1 10 0 

Being 5 per o.out. on 170/., total interest of 

tenant in holding. 

IJ per oent. sinking fund, (o recoup 30/. in 

16 years.17 0 

25 per cent, business profit on 10/. per acre, 

or 320/. invested as working oupital . 55 0 0 


£ .?. (/. 
318 I! H 


173 5 0 
74 17 11 


Gi 17 9 


Bent, short charged 
Present rent . 


lo 0 11 
30 0 0 


b’uturo fair rant. 

The tenant, if lie and his family do the 
mnnual lahonr of tiio farm, will havo for 
maintenance, per Ool. 11 . . 

Huiierinlendonce, per Col. 16 
Interest on working capital, per Col. 1G 
Interest on goodwill, as above 
Interest on permanent improvements, ns 

above . 

Business profits, 25 per cetit. as above . 


40 0 11 


46 10 8 
10 17 3 
10 17 3 
7 0 0 

1 10 0 
65 0 0 

- 131 1 3 


The wholn manual labour of this farm annually is represented by 1 
man, 253 days, and 1 woman or boy COG days. 

10/. por statute acre is the mm taken as working capital. 

Two years of net annual proiits (74/. 17*. lie/. * j» 140/. 15*. 1 Od.) 
are taken to bo what tho goodwill should sell for as a eommeroial 
transaction, and that sum added to 30/., the amount expended on per¬ 
manent improvements, gives 179/. 15*. lOd. the whole tenant right or 
interest of the tenant in the holding. 
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Gross value of produce, as cropped in 1881 


<irons cost of labour 

50 

1 

5 

Hoed. 

19 

10 

0 

Manure. 

18 

1 10 

Superintendence, 10s. per acre 

8 

17 

1 

C pei oent ou 177/., or 10/. per 




aero. CupiUd, Ills, per acre 

10 

12 

6 

KejNtlrs, 4*. per acre 

3 

10 

10 

Insuranco and contingencies, 




3i. per aotv 

2 

13 

0 

'Tares ..... 


13 

2 

Present rent .... 


0 

0 

Net profit, 1881, average prices 


. 



5 per eeut. on 140/ , goodwill 
fi per cenf. on ion/., permanent improvements 

6 per cent, on alii/., tutnl interest of cenuuL 

in holding. 

4.5 per coni. Sinkiug Fund to recoup 100/. in 
Ifi years 


25 per cent. Imainoss piofit on 10/. jier acre, 
or 177/. invested ns working oiipital 


Kent, short ohnrpwd 
Present runt . 


£ s. d. £ 3 . (t. 

208 11 J 


117 18 3 


2m 13 7 


31 13 2 

-178 t) 0 

70 14 3 

7 6 0 
5 0 0 


4 10 0 
44 3 0 

- «0 Hi 0 

9 16 3 
32 0 0 


Futuru fair rout" ...... 

The tenant., if In- and hi.- family do the 
manual Inhour of the farm, will have for 
maintenance, per C'ol, 11 . . . . 37 7 7 

Superintendence, per Col. lo . . . 8 17 1 

luterusl. on working capital, per Col. 16 . 10 12 6 

Interest on goodwill, as nhovo . . . 7 6 0 

Interestou permanent iuipmicmeiifs, ns above 6 0 0 

Business profits, 23 per cent, ns nhovu. . 41 3 0 


11 15 3 


113 6 8 


Thu whole niunual labour on this iarm umiually is represented by 
1 mun 1H1I days, and 1 woman 378 days. 

10 /. per statute acre is the sum taken ns working capital. 

Two years of not animal profits f70/. 1 In. \'<i. ,2-1 111. 8 *. 61 i.) mo 
(aken to he wliut tho goodwill should sell for as a commercial irans- 
aotiou,aud tlmt sum,raided tn 10 ()/., Urn amount expended 011 permanent 
improvements, gives 24!/. 8 s. Ur/., thu whole tenant rigid or interest ni 
Lire tenant in the holdiug. 
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£ t. d. 

ira i6 6 


122 • 8 0 
60 7 6 


46 12 « 


Bout, short charged. :i 14 11 

Present rent. 27 0 0 

Future fair rent. .‘10 11 11 

The tenant,if ho and his family do tho munnal 
ln'tour of the farm, will have for inuiu- 
teuuuco, per Ool. 14 .... 23 2 C 

Superintendence, per Ool. 16 ... 12 3 10 

Interest on working capital, per Ckil. 1C . 7 7 10 

Interest on goodwill, as above . . . 6 0 0 

Interest on permanent improvements, as 

above.2 10 0 

Business prolits, 26 per oont., as above. . 36 17 6 

———- §7 | 7 

The whole manual labour on this farm annually is represented hy 
1 man liili dn\ a, and 1 woman 272 days. 

KM. per stntnto acre is the sum tnken as working capital. 

Two years of net annual prolits (SOI 7#. Gil. x 2™ 100/. 14*. |o</.) aio 
iakon to lio what tho goodwill shoqid sell for as a eomraoroial trails 
at tion, and ihat siua, added to B()/„ the amount expended on permanent 
improvements, gives ICO/. 14s. 10d„ the whole tenant-right or interest 
o r the tenant in tho lioliling. 


OKIt SHEPHERD. 

£ t. d. 

(truss value of produce, as oroppod in 1881 . 
dross cost, of labour . . .£33 3 2 

Seed.11 16 0 

Manure. 25 4 3 

-- 69 3 2 

Superintendence, 16*. tld.pornoro 12 8 10 

6 pur cunt, on 147/. 10s., or 10/. 

pur acre. Capital, 10*. per aero 7 7 10 

Repairs, at, 4*. per aero . . 3 19 2 

Insurance and contingencies, 

2v. flrZ. per acre ... I 17 0 

- — - 21 7 10 

Taxes ..... I 17 0 

Prosont rent , . . . 27 0 0 

- 28 17 0 


Hot profit, 1881, average prices 

6 per cant, on 100/. 14*. 10//., goodwill . 5 0 0 

6 por cent, on CO/., permanent improvements 2 10 0 

Being 6 por cent, on 150/. 14#. 10rl.. total in¬ 
terest of tenant in holding. 

44 porceut. Sinking Fund to reonnp 50/. in 15 

yeurs.2 5 0 

25 per oent. business profit on 10/. per acre, 

or 147/. 10*., invested an working capital 36 17 6 
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‘ Belfast. January 13, 1832. 

1 I>ear Sir,—As T think you may possibly he interested to km,la¬ 
the result of the appeals mailu on behalf of Mr. Tenuent against 
the judicial decisions of tho Sub-Commissioners for County Down 
in tlio Unndonald eases, I enclose for your use in whatever way 
you think proper a statement (No. 1), summarising the evidence 
adduced at the re-hearing and proved before the Chief Commis¬ 
sioners yesterday. I also enclose four farm reports (No. 2), one 
for each of the farms in question—which were prepured and proved 
as to quantities, prices, and all oilier details, and submitted in 
ovidonce at tlm re-hearing before tho Chief Commissioners yestti- 
ilay, as a carefully considered effort or attempt to solve tho veiy 
ditiicnlt problem at present confronting the Land Commission, 
that of determining upon u commercial basis what jiortinu of the 
produce of land is to be taken as rent, and also, for the first time 
m the history of tenant-right, of evolving a plan upon which the 
tenant’s interest in his holding may lie equitably calculated. The 
principles upon which the report are boned make its application 
equally available for any district where tenant-right or Clstur- 
custoui is acknowledged. 

‘ Cood-will, or the liitliurto undefined property of the tenant in 
the land, is represented by two years’ purchase of the net 
annual profits. This sum, plus lie total amount shown to 
have been, expended by tho tenant on permanent improve¬ 
ments, is taken os the tenant-right. 

1 Working capital is taken at IOC pier statute acre. 

‘ Average prices of produce of pari; seven years in the nearest 
and host market. 

‘ Local ratos of wages of the district. And— 

‘ The actual crops in the land in 1881, being the buses of calcu¬ 
lation in each rejairt. 

‘ Tho synopsis attached to each farm report explains the result 
tho rejiort aims at. These reports I am preparing in nil cases 
whole notices have been served to have a fair rent fixed in tho 
hope that, even if not adopted now, they will be useful at the end 
of the judicial term, 

‘ You took such an interest in these especial cases at the time I 
had the pleasure of meeting you on the lands while waiting for the 
Sub-Oommissionors, that 1 presume you to be equally interested in 
the final decision wliich 1 expect to be published about the time 
this loiter reaches you. 

* Believe me, Dear Sir, 

* Yours faithfully, 

‘ Hbniiy Fox. 


* E. Cant-Wall, Esq.’ 
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Tennf.nt’k Estate, Coutm Down. 

Gontleraon,—As the four farms men tinned in Mr. M. O’JJticn', 
report of this day tire the lirst tlmt 1 luu e inspected for the purpose 
of valuation, you may find it useful if 1 mention my impressions in 
arriving at a * fair rent.’ 

Th>ir of these, Nos. 11, 13, and 14, ah ike me tm farms on which 
leniiat-furmr.r* with an ordinary amount of slall owl ciicnju should 
litter the land at this time in a much higher eoiuhtion. 

Ono of them in fact, No. 11, lamnonr, has the level field next 
liis house and the rural used as a market garden, and lieing within 
ail easy way htj road from Belfast, where, the juiuhire ran lie disposal 
of ccrry day in the year, awl manure brought hark, the primaryvahie 
of the land shoultl he ctnisithirtth/c. I nuuil not repeat Mr. (t’I Irion V 
description of the land with which I agree, hut 1 would jioiut out 
to tho Ooiuiuissionors that, Ihj cause the Lout rises from this garden 
field to the northern extremity, the tenant thinks it impossible to 
manure it, and that tho laud is worth only what it will produce liy 
a poor sysloin of cultivation. I know numhovs of smaller farmers; 
wlio show much greater skill in tho cultivation, mid who would 
use artificial manures abundantly and grow gixxi crops. 

A m I then to value this land as in the hinds of an ordinarily 
aqsihle farmer, or of one who urnkus his pn >Ht i ait i >f into field only ? 
fhu) of these, farmers, No. 13, Hill Mayee, assarml me that he had not 
more than the seed oats in many years as a e.ro/i, atui that this wax 
oiii iny to the badness of the land. Am 1 then to value this land 
at nothing or at a minus quantity 1 

Tf ail ordinaiy small farmer would, by the application of 12*. an 
acre for artificial manures, wliioh oould lio carried up/ tho hill, 
increase liis crop of oats by tun barrels to the a<u.o, I should 
consider tho rent ho could reasonably piny a fair rant. The 
turnips, which can he sold in Belfast at 20*. a ton, are probably less 
than one-fifth of an ordinary crop, chiefly 1 think from ignorance in 
the onltivation. The draining, which lias lxjen done hy No. !>, Orr 
Shepherd, is I consider quite useless; the drains made formerly and 
now exposed to our view aro of no uso at all, and those that are 
huing made across tliem will iu a very few years bo us useloss. 
Some of the fences axe fairly kept, but ! see nothing on these forms 
which can give the tenants any claim, to hold them at less than the 
ordinaiy letting to a farmer of are rage skill, hut, on the, contrary, 1 
think they loouhl be even more fairly let to an average fanner at a 
higher rent than may be considered their present letting value, to the 
farmers who occupy them. 

I therefore exclude eompiotition rents as well as tho ignorance 
or apathy of the occupier, and value them at what I should put. on 
them if I we.re letting them to one cf the many fairly intelligent small 
farmers whom I have known during the hut thirty years, and whom l 
have Been and should wish to see prosperous and contented. 
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Mi valuation., <i ,v at- follows. presuming that the lundJi■; j 
only hid? tin* poor's rate. 


Ku-ult.if Aj»rcal 
i/**' i*mn «»f 

tj (.'omiUlF-slUlli'IX 




i. fl. 

J. 

2 ! 

J. 

<>. 

<) 

tin- Shepherd 

24 10 

0 . . 

. 23 

4 

h 

11 

Win. Liu-inour 

24 il 

0 . . 

, 23 

V 

0 

111 

Bill jMiigoe... 

24 10 

0 . , 

. 21 

4. 

•> 

14 

I?, Cooper. 

25 0 

0 . . 

. 24 

0 

0 


!i3 V 0 

04 13 5 

I ;un, Gentlemen, 



Your oliodient numixit, 

The Irish Land OtnmuisMom-re (Signed) 0. Ci. Guar. 

December .'J 1, JtiSl. 


Tjjksest’b Esu rs, Couxvv Doivx. 

ireuth-un»i,— 

Appeal Mb. !• (.hi cdiepherd. Apjieal No. 13 Hill Mage*, 
.,11 Win. L'li'iimur. „ ,, 14 B. Cooper. 

Tlmeo four fc-.rms adjoin ouch other ; they ait- situated five mi let 
nwt of Belfast on the northern side of the v;dley running from 
Belfast to Comber. 

Dundimatd station is within a uiilu's distance, and the approach 
to the farms from tliis station is steep and hail fora short distance : 
the road hounding the hums hi tin old county rowL it being in bud 
repair. 

The soil is gravelly loam, varying in depth. Tlie farms are 
genemlly wet, and would mi nine to ho thnmugldy drained before 
they could ho cultivated to the best advantage. 

Beyond a fow occasional drains, many of wliieh appenr to l>t 
choked, no useful dmiiwjc has hci.it dune. 

There we no buihlings on the farm of On - Shepherd, No. ft; un 
the other farms there are thatched dwelling-houses and offices of 
an inferior description, hut. us I do not think they add to the value of 
the holdings, I exclude them from consideration. 

The farms of Larmonr and Cooper, Nos. 11 and 14, adjoin each 
other ; tliey are nearly ludf a wile m length, and rise sharply nearly 
S00 ft. from the lowest to ihc highest jiart. 

The other two fan us are somewbut bettcrin quality and situation. 

The question may wise whether these farms are naturally had 
or whether their present condition is due to tbo tenant’s waste 
and neglect. -The chief cause appeal's to mo leant of thorough 
drainage, which would cost 5 1. or Ci. an acre, hut which would vastly 
improve the farms. The occasional drama which appear to have been 
made from time to time hare only a partial and temporary effect. 

The only apparent improvements on these farms is the tem¬ 
porary reclamation of some rough ground by the clewing away of 
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Eurzo and scrub, but this can scarcely be considered permanent nr 
profitable work, os constant outlay would be required to keep it 
under cultivation. 

It docs not seem to nu' that the tenants can claim to he credited 


with (in\f improvements which’ have added to the letting value, of these 
holdings. In fuel they have not done justice to the land, which, situated 
ns it is soithin easy reach of Belfast, is capable, of great improvement. 
My valuation of these farms is as follows :■— 


No. 0 
„ 11 
„ 13 
.. 14 


Orr Shepherd 
Win. Larmour 
Hill Magee ... 
R. Cooper. 


£ x. 
22 0 
24 0 
24 10 
24_ 0 
04 10' 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Beanlt oC ApjjotU 
Drotalioi ol 
Olilof Oommivionora. 
£ a. d. 

4 
9 
4 
0 
18 


23 

23 

24 
24 
94 


(I 

0 

3 

0 


I* 


I assume that the landlord pays half 
taxes. 


(Signed) 

December 31, 1881. 


tho poor rate but no other 
Munnoimn O’Brikk. 


APPENDIX B. 

The Euriuht Case. 

Before Sub-Commission No. 4, at Limorick. 

William L. Enright, tenant ; Timothy Rijim and others, 
landlords. 

Mr. Ryan, solicitor for tho tenant, said the tenant’s form whs 
held under a lease, dated July 7, 18<i(>, made l>y Cuvnoliua Nash, 
since deceased, to John Enrigut, also deceased. The loose was for 
the life of Cornelius Nash, and at his deoth it expired. The present 
tenant succeeded in possession John Enright, to whom tho lease 
was granted. Tho holding was described in the leoso as containing 
2a. 3r. 33p. Irish plantation measure, und 3r. 10p., in all 3a, 3r. 32p., 
the rent of which is ISM. 2s. fid. The. lauds are situate within about 
three miles of Limerir.h, at a place callod Ballydough. 

John Nolan, examined by Mi. Ryan -I am an extenaivo former 
living near Limerick. I know tho lauds of Ballydough. Tlioy aro 
in tvro divisions. The first is very light land, with six inches of 
surface. On tiro second the skin is Mr enough, with other parts 
wild, and a muddy, retentive subsoil. A great portion of it is waste. 
The honost lotting value of both divisions would ho about 21. per 
aero, Irish. Wo don’t understand English acres here. 

To Mr. Atkinson, Q.O. (for the landlord)—I havu no claim 
here against my landlord. Tho wholo place I only value at fii. 
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thnugli tlui tenant paiil ovtr 10/. The. prawnt claimant Imojs a rr- 
sprrtiihlr. hold ul I'listkaniorll. I saw about three mods of the farm 
LlIIchI— the remainder never was, to my knowledge. I would not 
put 21. mi .lure value on. tlio plaoo only that it 13 so near Mr. Btuma- 
tynu's Mill at lMlycloitgli. Butchoiu would pay Hi- an acre, but 
that is no criterion. Butchers and shippers have raised the price of 
the laud near tho city, hut that is done up. Mr. Bunnatyne might 
pay 10/. an aero Leemiso he luis his Hour mill there. I know other 
land noar the city let at 21. per acre and oven less, f make. no al¬ 
lowance fur the place lichiy within throe miles of Limerick vitjl with 
45,000 inhabitants. I laiow lluit proximity to ft city lias raised land 
by 12«. an acre. 

To Mi - . Ryan—Mr. Alexander Bamiatyno bus a mansion on the 
ground. He nays 4.1. per acru for it. 

Mr. Timothy Ryan wus examined to prove the expiration of the 
life in the lease. 

John Ryan examined—I reside in tho neighbourhood of the farm 
at Ballyelougli. I would value this farm at from 35*. to 21. pur 
acre. 

To Mr. Atkinson, Q.O.—I have a land claim myself. 

Mr. Atkinson, Q.O.—You understand 1 scratch me and I’ll 
scratch you ? ’ 

Witness— The land was meadmeed far twenty years. I admit 
that was hard on it. 

Mr. Atkinson, Q.C.—Yes, ho scourged it till it was worthless and 
now he wants it at a reduced rent. 

Witness would mako no allowance on account of tho farm being 
i inly three miles from Limerick. A fair rout is one tlrnt will let the 
poor tenant live on it. 

Mr. Atkimou, Q.C.—And Mr. Enright is the ‘poor’ tenant! 

Witness—Oh I no, I don’t know, if put up to auction, that tin- 
land would bring 0/. an acre. I would not say that. 

Mr. William Enright—I am the tenant. I hold other lands at 
Oastlucouncll. I am in possession since 1871. I have iueudowed it 
sincu, except for two years, whon 1 grazed over it. I valuotho 
land at 21. an aero. I kept it for cnimnicna, hut knew it was en¬ 
tirely too dear. 

To Mr. Atkinson, Q.C,— I ner.e.r put any manure on the farm. 
The valuation is '21. 10s. in one part; on another 4/. 10s. Tho hay 
I got oil" would he worth 35s. or 2?. per ton. 

Mi - . Atkinson, Q.C.—That only cost 10/., and yet you paid 13/./ 
Yes, I did not give it up. It was convenient, and I lot the mutter 
run on. 1 was about to part with it this year to Mr. Bauuatyne, 
and he would not take it. 

Mi - . Atkinson, Q.C.—Will you give it up now ? I would 
rather got a fair rent. 

Mr. Atkinson—What is a fair rent ? 31. a year—I mean 21 an 
acre. • 

This closed the evidence on behalf of the tenant’s application, and 
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the following evidence was then given on behalf of the land¬ 
lord. 

John Goughian said—T am caretaker for the liuidlord. Twenty 
years ago this farm was an orchard. Wien Mr. Enright got the 
plnco, it was far bottor than now. He always muadowed it since, 
and cut the after-grass, lie never manured tho |)laoo since lie got 
it. 

Timothy Ryan said—I am one of tho owners. 1 know tho place 
for twelve years. 1 have visited the farm this week along with Mr. 
Harrington, O.E. Mr. Enright owes U yoar’a rent up to November 
1. Ho asked an abatement of rent hist year of 1(1 per cent. He 
treated the land as described- -luosulowiug every your, anil not till¬ 
ing it. I have been offered the same rout paid by Mr. Enright. 

To Mr. Ryan—Mr. Nolan, mm of tho witnesses, pays 41. an acre 
for land which is not bo good ns this. 

William liavriligton, U. E., said—1 am omployud under tho Board 
of Works, and aui well acquainted with the viduo of land. 1 visitud 
the lands, and found the average surface hi bo l foot 7 inches deep. 
The farm lies along tile hank of the Mulcaiv river. Meadowing for 
f.M'/'nfy years in most injurious to /ami. Tho fair lotting value, I 
think, would ho about 21. 10s. per Irish acre ; blit tho land* around 
pay uiveh higher. 

Mr. Reeves, Q.O., said they thought that there wns an average sur¬ 
face of nine inches in depth, and that was a good nvoragu in favour 
of tho landlord. No question arose as to improvements. Jt was 
stated that thero wore none nuido by either landlofil or tenant. 
The Linds seemed to luive been mondowed for a poriod of about twenty 
years, anil with tho exception of two years in whioli manure was 
put upon them, vury little manure was used, but tho glims was oou- 
sumed upon tho lands. It would take considerable improvements 
to put the lands in good condition. Tho landlord and tenant wore 
equally apathetic in the mat cor of non-improving. It was not 
stated tliut the landlord liud ronioustratod with tho tonant for not 
making improvements, and, on tho oilier hand, it wns not alleged 
time tho tenant had applied to the landlord to drain or olhonvise 
improve tho lands. Mr. Atkinson liad ably contended that the 
tenant luiving biimght tho land into an inferior eouilition liy bail hus¬ 
bandry, should not now got his rent reduced. They did not intend 
to give nuy advantage to tho careless and negligent tonant; noithur 
would they sat a premium upon had husbandry. The ostimato they 
had arrived at appeared to bo a fair ono, as to tho rout tho tenant 
in this case should pay in future. Two of tho witnesses for the 
tonant said tho lands were worth from about 30s. to 21. per aero, 
whilst a witness produced on behalf of the landlord, said 21. 10s. por 
aoro would, in his opiuion, be a fair rout. After the flooring of the 
case, they (tho Sub-Commissioners) made a careful examination of 
tho place, and taking into account its situation, its close proximity to 
Mr. Eaiinatyne's mill , mid aom- j/ other advantage connected with it, 
they declared that a fair rout to be paid by the tenant to tho land- 
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lord would lie 01. 11s. !W. per annum, which was at the rate of 
21. 10s. per Irish acre, said rent tu commence to rim from nest gale 
day. With regard to costs, no costs would be given. They thought 
that before the tenant entitled lumaolf to costs he should lie in ti 
position to show that he had asked his landlord for a reduction 
before coming into court, and there was no evidonco in this case that 
the tenant had done that. They did not say anything in thoir order 
as to county cess or poor rate. The tenant would got his declara¬ 
tion of a (inti milt, and the liability ut law would attach as it now 
is. Tho whole spirit of the Act was that the tenant had nil existing 
right, because otherwise he would have no / mum standi in court. In 
every case in wliieh the Jetting was before August 1, 18 TO, the 
liability as to county cess would ho as it was before. 

Notico of appoal was given on beiitilf of tho landlord. 

On a subsequent day, Mr. Commissioner Beeves said lie wa3 
afraid their first decision was very much misunderstood. Whore a 
tenant by systematic bud husbandry had brought land into a had 
state, they would not give him the least benefit. They would trout 
the lands us if they wei-o in n good Btuto from proper industry and 
proper husbandry by the tenant. The reason they mode such a 
substantial reduction in the first ensu was because thoy took that 
view, and dealt with the farm os if tho Iambi had been properly 
treated. Thu land heal not, /mice it,-, hern proper/;/ dmhied, and that 
mu u deity which dcculm.il on the landlord. 


APPENDIX I. 

Blake v. Loud Clakixa.. 

James A. Ill alee, loo ant; Major-General Lord Olarina, 
landlord (lieard at Lime rich). 

Tho tenant in this case was examined by Mr. Dundon (who ap¬ 
peared fm- him), and stated that liis farm hold, uudor Lord Chirina 
contained 38a. Or. Op., statute mossum, or about 28 Irish acres. 
The rout is 5 21. lfw. '2d., and the Government valuation is 3 01. 6s, 
He thought LI. 6s. par non.' would be it fair rent. After paying the 
working expenses of tho farm he found that lust season die proceeds 
from the farm wore less by 1/. (it. tJrnn tho rent. 

Mr. Atkinson, Q.C. (for the landlord)—Were you offered 160f. 
for your interest in this pluce i 1 was, and would not accept of it. 
Lord Clurina offered that sum to mo in August last, whon^ he was 
about to take up possession through the Sheriff. I paid OOOf. for 
another farm. 

H.ow much of that did you save f About half. 

And you saved that although you wero going 11. 6s. each year to 
the bad ( When did you gut possession i In 1803. I never asked 
an abatemont from Lord Olarina. When I spoke to him ho told me 



APPENDIX J. 


23G 


that Uia binds were till lot too cheap. In somo places tho soil is only 
two inches (loop. I would not lake 1601. for the farm now. T have 
hero somo of the strata that I picked up from under tho surface. 
(Witness produced ft handkorcluef full of atones which ho handed 
to the Sub-UommiHsiouorH.) 'L'ho farm was not adapted for dairy 
purposes'. It would pay hotter as a tillage farm. WitnMn had 
given 1001. for another farm. lie gut 4601. us a fortune with his 
wife, but laid paid 3001. to his sisters, 

A witness named Fimmeano said ho thought 1/. an aoro would 
bo a fair rout for this farm. Tlio cost of production had in¬ 
creased in somo instances 300 per cunt. 

In reply to Mr. Atkinson, Q.O., witnosH said he had acted as 
secretary in this district of the Land League. 

John 11. Houston, J. P,, stated that tho value of tlio produce of 
the toiumt’s farm would lio ahout 121. to 131. per aoro, and the cost 
of production and harvesting would bo about 31. por aero. The 
land was worth 21. 2a. per acre. 

John Hugh Massey also valued tho rout at 21. 2a. por acre. 

It was further proved that tho stuno rout had boon paid in this 
case for forty- throe years past. The Commissioners, however, re¬ 
duced the rout to 441. 


APPENDIX J. 

Taylor v. Arrau. 

Matthew Tleresford Tay lor, Tenant; the Earl of Arran, 
Landlord (heard al Ballina). 

Mr. O’Malley (instructed by Mr. Alfred Kelly) appeared for the 
tenant; Mr. Bird (instructed by Mr. M'Andrew) appoared for the 
Earl of Arran. 

Mr. Bird informed the Court tliat this was an English-managed 
estate, undor the terms of the 4th sub-section of the 8th section 
of tho Aist. 

Matthew Taylor (tonant) was examined by Mr. O’Malley, and 
deposed tliat his farm contained 111 acres and 27 perolios statute 
measure. The rent was 671. 11s., and tho valuation 271. 10s. Ho 
was in possession of tho holding for the past eight years. When he 
returnod from Australia the place was all in ruin, with the excep¬ 
tion of the house. He then pruooodod to rnako improvements on 
the farm. He made ponnnnonb Fraioh drains, put rip iron gates 
and stono pillars. Two acres were moor bog reclaimed, now worth 
about 12s. an acre. Ho spent 1461. out of his own pocket cm labour. 
Twenty-one acres were shaking bog, pure morass, and twenty-six 
acres had been tilled for somo time, but was in a revorting state. 
Ho spent 101. on the house. 

In reply to Mr. O’Shaughnessy, the witness stated tliat he 
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believed the farm was nol worth more than the valuation. An extra 
5 1. might, perhaps, he added for the house. 

Mr. Wm. Oiuuphell, who said ho was a practical farmer, gave 
evidence as to the condition of the farm. He (Campbell) believed 
that 27 1. los. would ho u fair rent, without buildings, or including 
them, 36/. IBs. a year would lie a fair rout. 

Mr. John Groan, agont for Lord Arran, was examined. He 
tiecame agent in ’70. There was a drainage scheme curried out on 
the estate, and there was a out made by the landlord in connection 
with the drainage, for which tile landlord paid 14/. In. 2d. overy 
half-yoar to the Board of Works. In the year *54 Ryan, the 
estate superintendent, commenced tlio work on it, and continued to 
improve it till ’55. When he loft the agency there was then HOB/, 
expended, excluding the putting down of crops. The house whs 
burned in *70, when Mr. Hunter, tlio lute tenant, was in pos¬ 
session. It had been built at the landlord's expense. In August 
’74, 75/. 10s. was oxpended on the house. In December 1875, 
they commenced improvements which cost 50/. In 1875, 21. 10s. 
was paid for repairs to the house, and 10/. for drainage. Witness 
further deposed that he was never asked to do work by the tenant 
that was not carried out. When the former tenant loft the farm 
was in good condition. The estate gave rape, turnips, oats, i>arsmps, 
and carrots. Tt was not truo that tho tonant inado reclamations. 
The present tenant told witnoss that he took three oiups of outs off 
the land. 

On cross-examination by Mr. O’Malley, tho agent said that three 
or four landlords had joined in carrying out tho druiuagu when in 
the district. The hist agent sold carrots olf the laud. Ho did not 
know how many cattle were on the land. 

Mr. O'Malley—Why did Hunter leave tlio farm ? Was it not 
because he was a pauper 1 He left it because ho got a better farm 
in the county Sligo. 

How much money did Hunter lay out upon it ? I cannot tell. 

Mr. James Ward, examined by Mr. Bird, stated that he knew 
tho plaoo in 1854. He was then superintendent of tho estate, anil 
always did anything in the way of improvements wliieh he was 
asked to do by tho tenant. On one occasion he allowed 10/. for 
scouring a drain. The tenant erected gates and built fences. The 
gutes wero worth 121. He never knew tho tenant to make fences, 
but udmitted that, to his knowledge, the tenant reclaimed about au 
acre of land. 

Tho Chairman, in giving judgmuut in tliis ease, said the evidence 
disclosed a peculiar state of facts, and raised, ho boliuved, for the 
first time under the Act a question of farms managed under what 
was adled the English system. In 1854 tho landlord, through his 
estate superintendent, who is dosurilted as an oxjvericneed agri¬ 
culturist, got possession of tho bolding under circumstances not 
given in evidence, and workod it till 1851, expending during that 
jieriod 953/. on improvements. Tho holding was tlien let to a man 
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named Hunlor. Tu 18(50 or 1870 tho dweiling-houao wan burned, 
and was rebuilt l>y the InniUord at an expense of 1001. In 3871 
Hunter ceased to lie tenant, and tho applicant, who had recently 
returned from Australia, liocaino tlio tenant. It was not necessary 
to describe whether or nut H untcr was tho legal predecessor in title 
uinlor the 17th section of tho Act, as they had no evidence that 
Hunter made any improvements. Neither was there any evidonce 
to show tluit the applicant was in any way oourcud to take tho hold¬ 
ing or liavo his rout increased, or that ho was otherwise badly 
treated by the landlord. JJe seemed to have taken it of his own 
freo will on his return from Austudia, and he still so hold. His 
ovidonco wont to show that he utado some improvements, hut tliis 
evidence was denied except as to scouring drams, which would 
appear to bu tho duty of the tenant, anil erecting gates valued at 
1 '21. It is sworn tluit ho would have been rocoupoil this last sum if 
I 10 had applied for it. lii 187b tho landlord expended 7W. on a 
ham anil fid l. on the shells. Lost October, somo injuries having 
boon done by tho storm, tho tenant looked to tho landlord hi have 
thorn repaired, and orders wore givun on lielialf of tho landlord to 
have these repairs effected. Tlio landlord contributed annually 141. 
to a diiiinago by which tlio holding was said to ho houolitoil. Under 
those cirounistances tho learnnd counsel for tho landlord asked the 
Court to disallow the application, on tho ground specified in t.ho4th 
sub-sootiou of tho 8th section of tlio Act—namely, that those im¬ 
provements wore made aud substantially maintained by tho land¬ 
lord. Oounsol for tho tenant in an able argumont, urged that a 
special agreement in writing was necessary to hung tho cose under 
this section, hut was uuablo to bring any winds of tho Aet or any 
authority to sanction tlio contention. On the whole, therefore, the 
Ciimmimoiu rs fe.lt humid tv rule that this upjilirtiUm he dimUoiml on 
the. <jrmmd specified in the, 4th snb-sec/ioii of the Mh section of the 
Aot — namely, tluit flic imr-mu ne at inirn-ocemcnts hud been madchy the. 
landlord, and hud been sidistantially maintained by him. As to. 
coats, tliuy thought tho case a projier uuo to submit to the Court, 
aud would, therefore, order each imrty to jsiy his own costs. 


APPENDIX K. 

Creighton v. Net.hon. 

Before Sub-Commission No. 2, at Lisburn, on Nov. 2d:— 
AUxande-r Creighton, Tenant; Horatio No,lam, Landlord. 

This was also an application to have the rent fixed by tho Court. 
Tho tenant holds 2ua. and 8fip., at 271. 4s. Poor Law valuation, 
2<il. The Lantla aro situate at Loopoghes, near Dromore. Mr. 
Nelson resided in Downpatrick. 

Mr. M'Morihe appeared for the tenant, and Mr. WcUington 
Young appeared for thB landlord. 
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Alexander Creighton, the tenant, was examined, ami said he 
thought the Poor Law valuation of his holding was 2<>/., including 
10/. l.is. on buildings. Ho holiovud that tho valuation was ton 
high. 

Chairman— Ton iuW not trouble ynitrnelf about that. IVe don't 
it Unt il anil inijiortiiiicK to it. ll'e nv irr look to it. 

Tho witness thou said flint ho hail Loon in joint occupation 
with his father from 184b to IgliO, when ho gave his father 150/. 
for his interest in it. II is father luid bought the place from u man 
named Carroll for 40/,, and he had made a great dual of improve¬ 
ments. Tlioro had been tin old sentclimill on the farm, and kin 
father bvilt it eonuniH tut it. His landlord then was Mr. Edward 
Turner, of He wry. U'itiienn'n fntlu.r outtl' the outlay irithant amnt- 
mire /row the. hnidlortl. Hr. Mir ml hiti father npent about 400/, mi 
it ia the. year 1851. The mill was worked liy water from tire Lagan, 
which was the boundary between this and tho Marquis of Down- 
sliiro’s estate. Tho millrauo and tho wen- had boon in a broken- 
down state, and it took a good deal uf labour to put them right, 
lie could not exactly sivv what expenditure there was on the raeo 
and weir. Tho dwelling-house had to ho partly rebuilt, and they 
drained and fenced and they quarried over 2,000 yards of stone, 
and so made an aero of land, Irish, arable. About one-tliird of the 
form consisted of rock anil rivor, and was waste. He had to rejmir 
the hanks of the rivor every year. 

What was the rent of tho farm before tho mill was built l There 
wan no ehamje in the rent thene thirty yearn. Mr. Nelson told him 
that tlm waterfall was worth 121. u, year. 

To tho Chairman—His rent hud ulwayB been 271. 4s. since he 
bought tho place. The landlord did not increaso it in inspect of 
the waterfall. Mr. Nelson said he valued tho land then at 151. 

Does tho landlord charge you 121. a year for tho water ? No, 
but he said ho had a right to it. 

Mr. Commissioner Baldwin—Wo may lie askod to increase the 
rent in tliis case. 

Mr. Young—Yes, I will ask you In increase it. 

Mr. ISnldwiu (to the tenant)—Is it 11. on Irish a ore you pay 1 
1/.. an Irish acre. The landlord wanted me to lot him soil the weir, 
and said lie would throw 121. a yearoli'—tliat he would lot me have 
the land at 15/. 

Mr. Baldwin—Would not that dostroy tho mill altogether ? It 
would unless I put up steam. 

Does tho Marquis of Duwnsluro's property near or run up to 
your mill ? Yes ; on tho opposite side of tho liver. 

Has tho Marquis of Dowusliiro auy control over the water that 
runs by your mill / Yes ; so ho said. 

Who on it., the land on each side of the water tlwt turns your 
milll My landlord. The entire raee runs tla-ough Mr. Nelson’s 
land. 

Which do yon consider the more valuable)—which would you 
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givo up if yon wero called on to give up either? T would give up 
tiio null if T wero compensated. 

What would you take for thu mill with tlio water power ? I 
never took that into consideration. 

Would you take 27?. for it I Yes, I would. 

If I havo a purchaser for yon, how much loss tlurn 27?. a year 
will you take and give up your interest in tho mill and the race as 
they stand i I am not disposed to lot it. 

Tf an agreement wore prepared to lot this mill at 27?., would you 
take it? No ; I don’t know that. 

In reply to further questions, 

You do not oat American bacon P Some. 

What cattle have you ? Two cows, a heifor, a mare and foal, 
two sheep, two sows, and two other pigB. We food a deal of pigs. 

Are you a farmer ? 1 was reared up to it. 

Are you not a iniUowner ? Yes. 

Would you he surprised to hour that tliis assignment oontains 
only 5 acres ? Yea. 

Would you be surprised to hoar that tho rent was only 9?. a 
year? 

Chairman—And ho gnvo 150?. for it ? 

Witness—Yes. 

Chairman—You have 16 acres of arable land ? Ton. 

And your landlord put upon tluit an estimate of 15?. a year ? 
Yes. 

And 12?. on llio water 1 Yes. 

And you would not take 27?. a year for this mill ? Well, 1 
never took tliat into consideration. 

Mr. Yount) mid lie would ask the (hurt to raise the rent in this 
case. 

The Oliairman asked for tho assignment, which was liandod to 
him. 

In reply to Mr. Young, witness denied that in 1802 he statod in 
court, in Downpatrick, that ho estimated liis loss, by a temporary 
stoppage of tho mill, at 11. a day. 

Mr. Jardine wns eratilined, and estimated tho fair ront of the 
farm at 11?. 12s. 3r{. 

Mr. Young then oponod tho oaso for Air. Nelson. Bo said that 
none of the lands about which they wore now inquiring were witliin 
fifteen miles of whore they wero. He complained that the Land 
Commissioners in Dublin liud selected cases for tho oarly sittings of 
the Commissioners in tlrn North with a view to induce the tenants 
to come into the courts. 

Mr. M'Mordia—A conspiracy on tlie part of the Commis¬ 
sioners ? 

Mr. Young said ho did not know why those cases wore sent 
down by tho land Commissioners to he tried here unless tho Com¬ 
missioners appointed by tho present Government wore to play 
battledore ana shuttlecock with the- 
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The Chairman—Wo will nut go into that now. 

Mr. Young said there would lio a day of rutrilmtion, and tlmt 
casos would coiiio licfore them in which they would luive to increase, 
the rents. If over thoru was a case in wliieh the rent should lie in- 
ci eased it was this. Ho then proceeded to apeak of the operation 
of the Land Act, and of tile number of claims entered under it. and 
said tlmt not only English, hut Irish eupitul would. Im driven out of 
the country. 

Mr. M'Mordie—This is an undelivered speech for Deny. 

Mr. Young -T am not going to Derry. Mr. Young then stated, 
thul this land was sold in the Incumbered Estates Court in JKD2. 
A man limned Turner luul to part with it at that period, and he 
boliovod that as a result of the operation of tliu present Act a 
number of landlords would liava to jiart with then - property. 

Mr. M'Mordie—f hope so. 

Mr. Young said Hint at the time of the sulo hi 18D2 the rental 
was 3-21 14s. (id. Tlio oatatca consisted of 333a. 4r. Dp. 

Chairman—Do you know what yoiu- client paid for it t 

Mr. Young—I do not. Tlio land whs cheap at tire time. 

Mr. M'Mordie--Your client cun tell you. Ho is lieside you. 

Mr. Young—So arc you. Mr. Young then said that the pur¬ 
chaser, Mr. M'Oaw, was tlie grandfather of Mr. Helsou. Ho not 
oidy did not increase, but reduced the rents, so that the rental, in¬ 
stead of boing 3221., was reduced to 2701. As to the value of tlio 
Creightons’ farm, lio said that Carroll, who formerly held it, had 
made 2,0001. out of this com-ruill. Air. Al'flaw rcducod the rent 
liueuuso of some injury to the mill; and though tlio reduction wus 
only iutmnlud to be a temporary one, tlio tenant had had the 
advantage of it for thirty years. Tlie rent was reduced from 
20s. 8J, to 21». &/. an acre. 

Air. Cinnmiasionor Lhildwin here ohsened, with respect to the 
ail-nation, that In: knew himself the hiding mine if hind in L-elund , 
mul he win in a jmition tn say that, knowing the system on "'hick tiu. 
poor hue valuation -was host*!, it wait no test of the. letting vitllie of 
land. 

The, Chairman, in the course of a iliMiissuin which followed, said 
fhut whatever property, mill or otherwise, mis mentioned in the 
Landed Estates Court eonecyanee was routeycd to the landlord. 

Afr. M'Mordie—Do you say, sir, that tlio Landed Estates Court 
conveyance overrid the tenant's improvements f I do. In this 
case the improvements were made by the producussor in title to tin* 
present tenant, and ho allowed his rights to lapse. Ho might have 
filed an objoetion to the rental in the Landed Estates Court, umt 
luive said, ‘ Tho mill is mine.' 

Air. H'Mwlie—Tlio tenant horo says he spent 4001 on im¬ 
provements. 

Chairman—It is a point of law that is involved. 

Mr. M'Mordie said if that were the way the Act was to be 
administered it would be all moonshine. 
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Chairman.—Your clients luivo already got a substantial benefit 
undur thu Act. 

Mr. Nelson, the landlord, was then oxaminod In support of the 
stntcmunt mado by Mr. Young. Ho liovor raised the rent on 
Creighton. 

Mr. M'Mordio rcfewcd to tho Land Act of 1870 for tile purpose 
of showing that tho ulmirmiui’s ruling was incorrect, and that the 
sale of tho property was subject to tho tenant’s property in his im¬ 
provements, of which lie was nut deprived by the Act of 1870. 

The Chairman adhered to his opinion that the interest under 
thu conveyance ]lassod to tho landlord. 

Mr. M'Morcliu—If so tho Act failed to protect tho interest of 
the tenant. 

CJlminnan—If I am wrong 1 should bo glad you would bring the 
raso before the Court above ; but if you wore arguing till morning 
you woidd not change my wind. 1 aui perfectly eonvursaut with 
tho matter in my own practice, and I will facilitate you in every 
possible way. 

Mr. M'Morilie said they would niUy haw to tala’ to the platforms 
in Ulster aijain to yet their property. 

Chairman—Lot us go on with tiro oaso. This is not business. 

Mr. Young said ho had closed. 

Mr. Nelson said, in roply to tire Chairman, that he would luive 
been satisfied with tho rent ho was receiving, but lie would now 
luavo tho mutter in the luunls of tho Court. 

Mr. Baldwin asked Mr. Nolsou whether he would expect the 
Commissioners to excludu from their consideration tho expenditure 
of 4001. made by tho tenant if the law required them to exclude it. 

Mr. Young said they should give their decision according to 
law, and not press on tho feelings of a landlord. 

Mr. Baldwin—If the question bo not strictly legal l withdraw 
it. We are expected to ho judges of fair dealing. I do not profess 
to ho a judge of law, but I profess to lie a judgo of fair dealing 
between man and man, 

Mr. Nulson said he did not expect a largo, but bo oxpoctod a 
small increase of rent. 

Tlie Chairman then intimated that tlioy would deliver their 
docision iu this oaso to-morrow. 

The Chairman, in pronouncing tho docision of the Court, said— 
The case in which Horatio Nelson is tho landlord, and Andrew 
Creighton is tho tenant, and in which wo have Iwon asked by tho 
tenant to fix a fair rent, is soinuwtiat peculiar in its oiremnstmices. 
The tenant’s futhor Ismght thu holding in 1849, when ho gave a 
sum of 501, for Uiu farm, which then contained 80a. Sr. I4p., and 
which was hold at a rent of 4.41. The lato Mr. Edwnnl Tinnier 
was then the lnudloul. Thu present owner durivos from his grand¬ 
father, who purchased Mr, Turner’s interest in tho propurty in the 
yoar 1803, on tho occasion of a sale of the townland in the Tncura- 
Ixjrod Estates Court. The estate so sold consisted of 880a. 2r. 21>p., 



4 PI'EXDIX K. 


242 

producing ;i rental of "i22?. 14s, 04., or about 20s. per statute acre. 
Immediately ufier tho purchase by Mr. Nelson's predecessor u re¬ 
valuation of thu property was made with the full consent unit 
cognizance of tho tenants, and lire rental waa reduced from 
302/. 14s. 04. to 27(4., at which it lias Bines remained. Thu rent 
of the present holding was then abuttal 25 per cent., and tho rents 
of tho othertonants 20 per ceut. Now, upon this holding there U 
a valuable sc.utehniill, worked ?»y water power, winch water, so f;u 
its the evidoure hufore us goes, is thu jiropurty of tho landlord. 
The tenant was oMunined, and he stud Unit for tho mill alonu he 
would not liko to accopt a rent of 27/. Mr. M’Mordio contended 
tliat the mill and right to thu water arc the property of the tenant, 
anil as such he is untitled to hare tho raluo of it deducted from his 
rent us a tenant's improvement. Mr. Fining, on the other hand, 
has argued that it was never contemplated liy the Act that such a 
holding should come witliin its provisions, or bo regarded us an 
agricultural holding. Upon that question we are relieved from 
expressing any opinii m at present, innsmueh as during the progress 
of tlio case Mr. Young put in evidence tho Inuumneiud Estates 
Court reutal under wliioli the property was sold; and, upon the 
face of it, opposite the description of this particular holding, is 
the following observation :—‘ On this holding there is si flour mill.' 
JVd'W, the effect of Unit ohiercation upon the rental, ns also njsm tin 
schedule attached to the Incumbered instates Cuvet eunvcifance, is, in 
my ojrinion—and I lame so ndrised my cuUcnyues—to rest any interest 
that the predecessor of the. present truant hail in that mill and water 
in the, purchaser under his deed, and consequently the tenant cannot 
now, under the profusions of the Land Ant, ad; for any abatement or 
his rent in respect of cither. This I beliovu to lie tho law; but if I 
mu wrong in the opinion I have expressed, and on tho basis of 
which our decisions will proceed, T will only be too glad to lie set 
right by an appeal to tho Commissii mere, and tho tenant shall hare 
every facility giveu him by the Court' tu procure a judicial decision 
upon the point. We feel strongly tliat for tho foregoing reasons 
tliis is a case which tho tenant should never have brought into 
court, ITis landlord has, in our opinion, uotuil fftirlv and consider¬ 
ately with him, and were it not that Mr. Nelson told us yesterday 
tliat he would bo content with ft small increase of runt, wo would 
have considered it our duty to make a sulatantiul addition to the 
present rent. The effect of our fixing a judicial rent in these 
cases is to relieve the tenant from the payment of half of the 
county cess, amounting in this case to about LI. 12s. 04. per annum, 
and if we allowed the rout to remain at 27/. 4s., we would iu eti’eot 
be mulcting the landlord to tho extent-of tliat amount annually. 
We will, therefore, fix tho fair rent at 29/. 2s. 04., and give the 
landlord his costs. 
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APPKKDIX L. 

Flamivk v. Himrtiov. 

Michael Flakioe, Tenant; Samuel Murray Jhmey, Landlord. 

Tho claimant hnlil 33 acres statute measure at a runt of 55/,, 
the Poor Law valuation lxjiug 37/. 10a. Ho full juto arrears 
with tho runt, and wits eviutuil in July List. Hu nought to havu a 
fair runt liicd, with a viuw to redemption. 

Mr. D. 1J. Sullivan (iimlruolud by Mr. Maurice Hurgaii, soli¬ 
citor) for tho leuimb, and Mr. Hiukson, (,>.0., for the landlord. 

Tho tenant's ewe was that tho fanu wart originally hold by his 
father at a rout of 40/., which was afterwards inuruasud to 55/. On 
going into possession of the farm ho gave 50/. as soourity for the 
last galo, and ho had nuvor received it hook. Ho full into arronrs 
during tho last tliroo years, being unahlo to mnko up the runt out 
of tho land. He boliuvod that 27/. or 281. would ho a fair value 
for it. Ho was evicted in July, and was readmitted for some time 
as a earetakor. 

In reply to Mr. Hickson tho witness denied that lio signed imy 
agreement, or that any ugreomont was read to him on going into 
possession. Mr. Hickson road an agreement to the olToct that he 
Jmd that day paid Mr. Hussey 55/. for gutting possession of tho 
lands, and he agreed that it should Ihj held by Mr. Hussey as his 
own property without iutorost or ivpaymont. The tenant milled 
that ho had an old house, and ho onec asked Mr. Jlussey for some 
timber to roof it, and his reply was, if it dous not unswur you may 
give it up. (Groans and yolls in Court.) 

Mr. Oommissiunor M'Duvilt directed tho constables to watch 
tho occupants of tho gallery, and if any of them miseonductoil 
themselves, to bring them before him. It was to the credit of tho 
people interested Unit tho proceedings should be conducted with 
eider. 

Denis Kane, a farmor, estimated tho fair rent of tho farm at 
30/. 0». 3d 

William Fitzgerald, another fanner, gave similar evidence. 

Tho tenant's case liaviiig closed. 

Mr. Hamuol Murray Hussey stated that when Dio old lease was 
made of the lands tho price of butter was 70s. pur ewt., as against 
103a. now. When Fluhivu full into umidrs, and there was no 
likelihood of his being able to pay tho rent, lie agreed fcu give up 
the farm, and to take a house and an acre of laud, which witness 
offered him rent free. Witness then put two men into the farm, 
but when the country buenmo disturbed Flabive chnngnd his mind, 
and witness had to evict him from Dio form. WitnusB oii'orod him 
an aero of ground rent free fur life, or a sum of money tu emigrate. 
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ltut he would not accept either. The present rent was fair at the 
present price of butter, this being a dairy farm. 

Mr. .Ti>lm EilHard Barrett, hh intensive cultivatin' of ground in 
tlm county Cork, estimated the fair let thjg value of the huh (in > 
nt 51/. 

The Commissioners ultimately reduced rim rent considerably. 


APPENDIX IvL 
Of.KAL*r i. Gaki'OIOXI. 

On the sitt ing of the Sab-Conmiissioii at Ennis, the C'liair- 
uiun proceeded to give judgment in the cusp of:— 

Palrirk OU'ihy, Tenant: Colonel Gatcoujne, Landlord■ 

He miiil this was the case of the greatest magnitude they had 
sm yet had to consider. The hiildiny cont/trifi-d itfftn. 3r. lip. Ir'n-h 
/limitation meiv-iire. Tim present rent was 840/., mid the gross 
Poor Law Valuation Uy a lease of Novemlior 3, 1794. Silver 

<) liver, the then hind lord, demised to ono Charles Creed part of 
the land of llidlinuhiueh, which contained Ulrta. lr. 17p.. at a 
rent in British ouiToney of !!4t/. 4s. 4 d. for three lives. In 
February, 1829, Mr. Thomas Oleary, the father of the tenant, 
purchased tlic Lisseu’s interest for 2,450f. In 1855 Mr. Thomas 
Oleary took another portion of the lauds of Uullinuhiiieli, contain¬ 
ing l£lu. 3r. Lip., from the landlord, Colonel Gascoigne, as tenant, 
from year to year, at the yearly rent of I8ff. Thu last life in the 
lease of 1793 dropped on April 18, 1887, and Mr. Thomas Cleary 
entered into a similar agreement, to liecunio tenant from yem- to 
year of the lands contained in the lease. The agreement krtrs 
(Lite May 25, 18(>7, the rent, lithi/., Icing nil increase of 234/. Os. 15//. 
over the old rent resum'd by the lease. Thus, the rents payable 
uni lor tlm two agi’eeniouts amounted to 990/., and this latter Mr. 
Thomas Oleary paid till his death. It was proved that Mr. Thomas 
Cleary erected at a very large outlay an excellent dwelling house 
and otllces fin the lauds, liut they were compelled to oxclndu the 
present tenant from the bouotits of those improvements. Mr. 
Thomas Cleary died on October 12, 1874, and thereupon the in¬ 
terest under tlie two agreements ended, and a new letting of both 
parcels of hind, was made to Ml'. Patrick Oleary, the present ten¬ 
ant. at a rent of 840/. (the present runt), lieing an increase of 
fit)/, per annum over tho rent payable by his father. They hud in 
thin case the itmtinhtrnv, of Mr. iSthcard Langley Hunt, of Liuttriek t 
on hideitem lent valuer. He spout tiro days examining the fatal*. 
The rand1 1 ran nn satisfactory that it enabled them, after a fie-rm-nal 
eneamhiatitm of the. land* fhmnwtte*, to come fo the eoiu'lnsioa tlod 
the rent nhould be rrduee.il from 840/. to 000/., each /tarty fo pay 
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tkt'.ir own coats, and tlioy would have to nay Mr. Hunt IB/. lBi. 
Tlioy would also mnko an order that 'Mi'. Oloary should oroot two. 
additional houses for farm lalniurovs, supplemented with luilf im 
amis of land, at a rout of la. (id. a week. 

Mr. Cloai'y said it was a grazing farm, and he did not require it. 

Mr. Reeves—We understood you had no objection, and that, 
you had been obliged to send to Kiltinuuo for lalaiurors. You can 
get the money from the Board of Works. 

Mr. Atkinson said this was a serious matter for thu landlord, 
who had been deprived of JHO/. for lifteon yearn, and it was most, 
important that the skilled witness who luul given his evidence to 
tho Court in private, and upon which they had based tlioir decision, 
should lm subjected to the test of cross-exmuination and furnish a 
statement of all details. 

lb'. Roovos—Our decision was not based on that rupurt. Tt 
was contrary to the principles of all courts of justice to keep any¬ 
thing in soorot. Wo will take ft note of your objection. 

Mr. Atkinson—Its wisdom ami its justieu may cuuuuoml itself, 
and wo may not go farthor. 


APPENDIX N. 

A case of Cnrniody v. Talbot Crosbio was heard at 
Killarnoy, on December 19, 1881. It was intorosting from 
the fact that tbo estate was an * English managed ’ one, Mr. 
Talbot Crosbio paying his tenants for all improvements which 
they effected, and Mr. Trench, his son-in-law and agent, 
personally looking after their comfort in every respect. 
Cormody, however, liad refused payment for his improve¬ 
ments, and tho following ovidonoe given by him exemplifies 
the strong attachment of tho Irish farmer to his land. 

At tho request of Mr. Morphy, the tenant Oarmody was re¬ 
called, and asked what he would take for bis interest in tho farm. 
Ha replied that ho should gut his outlay, but ho did not know of 
suiy man who would givo it. 

Mr. Commissioner M‘Dovitt—That is not an answer. ■ 

Witness—Whore wtndd I go to i 

Mr. Morphy—Ho w much will you take and walk out ? 1 suppose 
alviut 1,200?. 

Will you take that now 1 

Witness (promptly)—I will. 

Mr. Morphy—Mr. Crosbio is bore now, and there will ho no 
difficulty. We will draw up the memorandum, and it can bo signed 
at onco. 

Witness—But whore am I to go, to put my paok on. uiy back t 
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i never intended that answer, hut it is nut a projior question. I 
am an nhl man, and I never thought over it. 

Mr. Morphy - -Give me that memorandum. Whose handwriting 
is that memorandum in ) My own. 

Counsel (reading)—What wOI you take for your interest in the 
farm ! I consider that was a proper question. I did not dunk that 
this would occur, hut would you want mo to on out with luy pack 
oil my Kick (laughter). You gave mo that answer <>u die table. 1 
must ho prepared for it. 

Will you take the 1,2001. and walk out ? (No answer.) 

Mr. Commissioner M'Duvitt - l'ou are an intelligent man, and 
why don’t you answer ? You s;ud you wotdd take 1,2001. und you 
go buck on it. 

Witnuss—Perliaps Uo might tako the Imll at the tirst hop and 
sell mo out. 

Mr. Commissioner M'Devitt—He cannot do r.hat. 

Witness—Well, that is the value I put on it. 

Mr, Murphy—Will you take 1,20Ol. now,and walkoutof thefarm f 

Witness (after a pause)—I will do no such tiring. I would take 
it in tlio morning if I could got a place, but I could not. 

We will give you until nest May to get a place if you will leave. 
(Kb answer.) 

Mr. Commissioner M'Dovitfc—Tf you are really serious in this 
offer I think you should give the man an opportunity of consulting 
liis counsel. 

Mr. Sullivan—Certainly. 

The tenant then retired, accompanied by his solicitor and 
counsel, and, uftor a few minutes’ alwence, 

Mr. Sulliviui said he was instructed to say that the tenant was 
quite satisfied to lwvu the tenant-right assessed at 1,2001., and, in 
tlio event of his being compelled to quit the fnm at any time 
tlimugh tho exorcise of any statutory jiower by tho landlord, he was 
satisfied that the landlord should have the right of pre-emption, 
und to purchase at that sum ; hut beyond that he would not go. 
Hu was an old man, and if ho were asked what lie would take to 
leave the farm, he would reply that ho would die where he lived. 

Mr. Morphy—Than there is uo sum that would induce him to 
leave i 

Carmody—My burial-place is up near it, and it is there I have 
lived, and it is there I will die. 

The reiii was afterwards reduced, but not considerably. 
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APPENDIX 0. 

Tun Dunshath Casks. 

The following is extracted, from tho original judgment of 
the Sub-Commission in the Thmseath cases :— 

The Cluiinnan, in delivering judgment, then said—In pro¬ 
nouncing our decisions in tho casus which wo have hero, there is 
nothing, in our opinion, that calls for any special observations. 
Shortly statod, the faots are tlioao—Prior to the month of Novem- 
lier, I860, tho Earl of Mnuntooshel was the owner of laigo estates 
in this county, and tho liunUonls in the wises which have huon 
brought before us lUMpiirod tliuiv interost in tho several piojiortius 
by tho purchase of dill'eront lots (if that nobleman’s property upon 
its being sold in tho Court for the sale of Incumbered Estates in 
Ireland in tliat your. During tho long puriod that Lord Monntcashel 
and his ancestor continued in the onjoymont of tho property, no 
iucroaso in tho rent would uppoar to have taken place, and from 
tho Incumbered Estates Court rontal, which has boon handed in, 
tho average rent over the tliruo townlands with whioh wo are in/mo- 
diatoly concerned did not exceed lbs. per statute acre, and as 
regards tho townland of Sloamisli, the rent was much under that 
avurage. In tho month of April, 385), tho late Mr. Dunsoath 
purchased the townland of Kildownoy Cor a sum of <1,0001. It con¬ 
tained 015 aoros statute measure, and moduood a not rental of 
.'ltd/. It now produooH 5001. Pour of the tenants whose cases wo 
have boon dealing with held under leases dated 2nd Maroh, 1840. 
These leases expired in tho year 1870, and in that year tho rents 
worn raised to a very considerable) extent, and tho tenants, haring 
no voioo or option in the muttor, iuivo since continued to pay the 
increased rents. That all the tenants aro hardworking, frugal, 
iudustrious puoplo is evidenced by the condition of their farms, 
each of which the Commissioners hare visitod and carefully 
ins)icoto<L They oil liave, however, testified that their routs are 
excessive, tuid such us they cannot continue to pay. Neither 
landlord nor agent has come forward in any of theso easos to 
explain to tho Commissioners tho circumstances which, in their 
judgment, justified the serious additions which were made to the 
routs in the year 187(1, and we are ihus left to dmw our own conclu¬ 
sions, and deal with the cases in their nakedness, so far at least as 
the evidence given us for the landlords is concerned. Mu'. Ovorond, 
who appeared for the landlords, has contondod, as he did in other 
canes in Belfast, that upon the extirpation of tho lenses all the im¬ 
provements whioh had been executed by the tenants or their pru- 
Uscessors in title, even including the reclamation of waste land, 
ruvortod to and became vested in tbe landlord, and tliat tlie tenants 
thereupon eoasod to have any property in them. In that opinion 
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wo certainly cannot concur (applause), The Chairman called fur 
silence, ami proceeded—We feel that, having regard to tlie explicit 
provisions of tlio 8tJi sei tmu of the Act., we are bound to give to 
ilio tenant the full benefit of all improvements made by him or Ills 
predecessor's .in title, and for which, in onr opinion, ho has not 
been paid or otherwise compensated liy his landlord ; and to do 
otherwise, and to declare that the improvements effected in these 
cases by the hard toil and mdustiy of the tenants should become 
the property of the landlord, would not ha in accordance either 
with the spirit or letter of the Act which we are here to administer. 
Therefore, considering all the circumstanonR of those cases, the 
capacity of the holdings in the hands of ordinary industrious 
fanners, ami the district in which they are situate, we have enrue 
to the conclusion that the following will Ihj tlie fair judicial rent of 
each holding for the next fifteen years :— 

Air*. DunsfiiJk's Pri’j>rrt>/. 

Truant. Vuloatlou. Piv-^nt Etent. Jmllrtnl Tfrnt. 

£ it. tl. £ n. il. £ s. il. 

David Adams. . 24 10 0 30 0 0 30 1C 0 

There was applause in court after the chairman had concluded. 

Mr. Oirut.h said that the notice Inal been recorded pursuant to 
the (iOth section. Ho thought the Commissioners should say that 
I he tenants paying on next gale day should mdy have to pay the 
judicial rent from the 1st of November instant. 

The Chairman—Wo understand Hint the effect of tliese decisions 
is that tlio now rent is to be the rent from the 1st of tlie presenr 
Niivunilair. I ltnvo to add to our judgment in those cases that we 
give costs to the tenants. 

Mr. Overeud—The tenants are under tlie impression tliat the 
originating notices have an effect on the arrears of rent. We ask 
tlmt the decision siiall Lave llu retrospective effect. 

The Chairman—lu fixing a fail' rent from tlio 1st of Novomlter 
tlmt lias uotliiug to do with the obligation of the tenant to pay tlio 
arrears. 


APPENDIX T. 

During ilic delivery of a judgment of tlio Sub-Commission 
Hitting at ftlnnorhamilton, county Leitrim, tlie chairmun, Mr. 
Bocbe, said:— 

* Before leaving these eases, there is ono incident of u painful 
iLuturo to wliioli T desire to refer publicly. On the farm of William 
Mulholltuul wo wore not informed of the existence of a labourer's 
dwelling, A chance question elicited tho fnct. On our insisthig 
to see this dweOing—or rather this ruin—we found the wife of the 
unfortunate labourer, Andrew Kerrigan, in tears. The labourer 
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himself luul lieon purposely removed from the land liy the tennut 
on the day of our visit; Imt not content with this precaution, the 
tumult, on tlm morning of our visit, come to tho house, and threw 
water on tliu few sods of turf which were smoking on tho hoartli, 
for four tho smoko might reveal to us tho fact that tho hovel was 
inhabited. There is little cause to wondur at this anxiety to con¬ 
ceal the existence of such a stye. 1 say it, without fear of contra¬ 
diction, tliat on a well-rot'llluted farm suuh an erection would ho 
thought uu unsuitable shelter for a cow or a pig. Without a window, 
without a oluinuuy, almost without a roof, it was and is an outrage 
to humanity tluit two human I icings should ho expected to support 
life in such a place. 1 can only say, 1 don’t envy the conscience of. 
William Mulhoilaml and his roii, Wc mdor William Mulhnlland 
to erect, before tlm next galo day, a habitable lumsofor a labourer, 
containing two moniH, with one window in the room and two in tho 
kitchen, with one rood of ground attached, at Od. per week.’ 

Mr. l/oumiissinnor Morrison wished to say a few words also. He 
slid tho farm lie visited on Lord Mussoy’H property, if drained, would 
lie much of it good land. Tho holdings were compact, conveniently 
situated as to hog suitable for turbary, and—WlrnL would in his 
country bo considered of immense advantage—an mdimitod supply 
fur mixing with lime and manure for agricultural purposes. ‘My 
neighbours consider that about two-thirds of their manure is made 
by this way of using bog. 1 have boon over the lands, with one or 
two exceptions in every enclosure, and hail tho soil dug up whore I 
thought it necessary. Their produce was mostly liny. I was in thu 
dwelling-house, and saw their mode of life. In tho odious I saw 
thoir stook. Tho office houses scarcely deserve tho name. Tho 
lands appear no bettor, if no wo mo, thmi when in a priuUtivol slate. 
Tlio sanio remark applied to a huge district of couutry as far as the 
eye can roach ; the only appoarauce of lifo is some cattle in the 
fields, aud smoke from tho dwellings. Thu why and wheroforo l 
cannot tell. I Htato wlmt 1 saw. What I Raw Lofore leaving home 
1 thought was not to he seen in Ireland. On the stuno day l visited 
two farms about six miles distant. On tho farm of M'Gowan, 
tenant (.Johnston, landlord), T smv very groat improvements, and 
much done under more difficult circumstances.’ 

APPENDIX Q. 

October 25,1881. 

In Semple v. ITunter mid wife, tho Ohiof Commissioners hold 
that tlie county court, and not the eonunission, must ho applied to 
restrain a plaiutiti'from oxocuting a decree for ejectment obtained 
in tho eoiuity court pending a notice to iix a fair rent. 

In Kuipe v. Armstrong, tlie Oliiof Commissioners decidod that a 
chtini for compensation for disturlianco, undur tho Act of 1870, will 
not bo transferred from the eouuty court to tho commission court. 
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November ‘2, 1881. 

In Coopor i>. Diugenan, it n decided by tko Chief nmiuuissioiiur 
that a tenant; under lease cannot have a fair runt, fixed until lie Inin 
got liis leusu Rut aside, 


Novetnlier V), 1881. 

In Baiilie n. Montgomery, (]io Chief Commissioners decided that 
it tenant haft no light to have the time for redemption or sale ev- 
lontlutl without prejudice to the right to Jiavo a fair rent iijteil as u 
‘ present tenant ’ under thu Land Act; the two rights being iuc<in¬ 
sistent. 

In Stack r. Plummer, Mr. Beeves, Q.O. (Assistant Commis- 
sioner), held that whore the tenant had allowed his tenancy from 
year to veiir to lie taken in execution, and sold, lief ore the Act 
paused, he lmd lost liis tenancy, and the liencfit of thu Aet; olthi sigh 
the conveyance from the Sheriff to the purchaser was not executed 
until after the passing of the Act. 

December 8, 1 8 81. 

In Bligli v. Kirwan, Mr. Justice O’Hagan said that ' in i irdov t< • 
break a lease, they must find (1) that the applicant wart a, tenant 
from year to year at the making of the lease ; (2) that the lease 
contained conditions unreasonable or unfair, having regard to the 
Act of 1870 ; (3), that thu lease was obtained by threats of evic¬ 
tion.’ 

And in Ewart n. Gray (December go) Mr. Commissioner Litton 
said Unit 1 the reservation of an exorbitant rent was in itself a term 
of the lease which might he unfair and uumiftonahlo to the tenant, 
luiving regard to the Act of 1S70. 1 


APPENDrx B. 

Jodiie Fmunur.n’8 Ciuime. 

When opening of the Mnustcr Winter Assizes, at Cork, on 
December 6, 1881, the Eight Hon. Mr. Justice Fitzgerald, 
in addressing the Grand Jury, enid:— 

‘ Hr. Lyons and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury—This is tlio 
second occasion upon which I have the honour of ojwnuig tire 
Queon’R Commission for thu Minister Winter Assize comity, aiul ns I 
addressed many this time twelve mouths who arc now on the Orand 
Jury, und explained then the nature and extent of your jurisdiction, 
it is unnecessary to detain you by doing so now. Your duties 
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embrace fourgreat cnuutius of the provinoo of Minuter, largo in terri¬ 
tory, iiud having a population somewhere altogether nf J,200,000, 
of wliich one lickings to tho city anil county of Cork. Gentle¬ 
men, upon the occasion on which T addressed you hero last year T 
eidled your attention to tho statistics of crime in the district, and 
the olworvaticns 1 tlion made to yon were subjected to some silvern) 
criticism : it is now twelve months after that time, and, with tho 
additional experience which tluit time has given mo, I have nothing 
to retract, nothin;' to alter, nothing Lo wish unsaid of tlioso obser¬ 
vations. I liavu now lying hefovo mo tho criminal statistics of this 
wide district, consisting, ns it does, of four counties and two cities ; 
ami, in calling your attention to them in detail, 1 wish to say that 
1 do so on entirely ollioinl sources. I have before me the reports 
of tho three Crown Solicitors Mr. Grogg, of Cork ; Mr. Morphy, 
of Kerry and Clare, ; and Mr. Uoelie, of the county of Limerick- 
three genlhnnou of great intclliguneo ; hut these ro\K>rfcs only give 
i he cases now for trial, and do not represent the statu of tho dis¬ 
trict. There are other reports, tho reports of tho county inspectors, 
on which T ■place groat reliance, and which are all carefully prewired, 
and osmnining those documents, and looking over tho coach in them, 
excluding altogether from consideration ordinary ones, and refer¬ 
ring to those which tu-e agrarian, T will liriug lioforo you the state 
of this extensive district. The period over which it will extend is 
the four months since the last assizes. In the East Hiding, I am 
Bony to say, mid I say it with great grief, tluit with the exception 
of tho City of Oark, there is no diminution of crime, but on tho 
contrary a substantial increase. Jn tire four months 233 indictable 
uU'mices tiro reported to have ocoiirvud, against 127 in tho four 
months preceding the Winter Assizes of 1880, and thoso are ex¬ 
clusive of id] common assaults and potty larcenies, and inoludo only 
major often cos. Tliuro was one case of murder, 85 eases of threats 
to murder, in addition to 03 cases of ordinary threatening, 4 ciuies 
of iiring at the poraou, 2C cases of malicious burnings, 12 of maim- 
iug cattle, a crime that alienates from us all sympathy, and it ought. 
There are malicious injuries to proi>oyty 18, and 10 oases of soiziug 
arms, of levying contribution hy annud parties, 14 nf assaulting 
dwellings ut night. ITe are note so used In tnrentnrint/ natives Mat n't 1 
a ye beginning to disregard them , but, neverllieless, then make a person 
exeertlingly uncoinfbitable, awl ttrite respectable, people from amongst 
us. The per^teteatoys of these things are seldom brought lo ■justice , and 
they r.rm only be put dmrn by fire people themselves. The caso of 
murder was that of Patrick O’Leary, who was attacked by an armed 
party and shot because ho paid his rent. A person named M’Carthy 
la threatened with death because ho paid his rent. Another person 
is lliroatenod with death because ho employed tho horses of a kiy- 
eotted farmer. I then come to the case of a gontloman named 
Hartnett. I don’t know what his oSeuoe was, but, for some reason 
or othor, lie whs boycotted, and tho dastardly course is pursued of 
sending letters tlireatoning to kill and xmrrnur his household, his 
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servants, if they don’t leave him. Sis or seven letters were solved 
upon persons within his house threatoning tiioin with death if they 
did not leave Mr. Hartnett's service, the object boiugt.o completely 
isolate him, to subject him to tied social isolation wliioli is almost 
worse than death. I find also a ease—I will not mention the 
locality—in which the dispensary doctor was removed hy the dis¬ 
pensary coniinittoo for some reason nr other, and every meudior of 
the commiUeo has got a letter throatoniiig him with death in conse- 
ouence. 1 find also a notice served on Lord Shannon's tenants 
threatening them with death if they paid any runts to him. Again, 
aperson, mme.il Cornelius Dnnriixiii gets a letter threatening him with 
death if he uLlutved his son to join . the UonxtubnUiry. Again, I find 
that five fanners having paid their routs, thore was a general notice 
throatoning with death any one who would hold any communication 
with, them, their oidv offence being that they wero honest onough 
to pay then- rent. T’hen, turning to the eases of firing with intent 
to murder, I find that four shots were tired into the bedroom of a 
family named Mnlmny, whore tliero wore throe poisons at the time, 
but happily no ouo was injured. Then there is the case of a justice 
of the peace returning from petty sessions fired at, and his offence 
was that ho had assented to the conviction of some parties who had 
assaulted the rvolice. Then, there are eases of psmios being intimidated 
atul threatened because they diil not subtler dm to a testimonial to the 
outgoing chairman of the lurul Isold League. Next 1 find that a 
bomb or some dangerous oxplosivo was tin-own in through the 
window of a solicitor’s house, because ho hud issued some writs to 
compel the paymont of runts. Going to the West Riding I find 
its condition to bo ipiito ns deplorable. For tho four months pre¬ 
vious to tho Winter Assizes of 1880 the number of indictable 
ultbnceB reported was 107, but they amount to 240 this your. Of 
these one was u murder, hut I will not dwell on tliat, because it 
waa not of the class known os agrarian. It was not onu of these 
crimes tliat strike at the foundation of society. Thore are in tho 
West Rilling reported l!) cases of letters threatening to murder ; 
killing and maiming cattle, 11; sending letters tliroutoning to injuru, 
21 ; wilful and malicious injury to property, 28 ; seizing arms and 
levying money or goods, 80 ; and the expression generally used 
wlton the money is taken is that it is ‘ for the good of the country.’ 
There are also 22 cases of assaulting a dwolling-housu, and 4 of fir¬ 
ing into dwelling-houses. As to the threats to murder, it seems 
that a man, named Ryan, who intended to emigrate, sold, the interest of 
his farm to a man named IdhejHcld ; same higher authority, hnrerer, 
steps ill and thrcufonS Sheffield that if he takes the. farm he will be 
murdered. Another threatening notice is found posted up, warning 
all persons not to work for a Mr, Lyue, and offering 10?. reword to 
any one wh > would 1 ill Lyue. As to the eases of malicious burn¬ 
ings in the West Itidicp, thu county inspector in many cases re¬ 
ported that they were not malicious, lait accidental. In two coses, 
thore are attempts to blow up hou. :s, one with dynamite and tho 
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oilier with gunpowdor, which iH a now form of crime nmongBt us. 
Then there are canes of seizing turns, a sjiecios of oilbncu which 
recently hud its rise in Kerry, hut which him now extended to the 
East and West Ridings of tin a county. To show the terrorism to 
which the. jico/ile luire befit minced, I may say that lit nineteen cases 
tot/ of twenty the pen file, attacked haw refused to make informations 
or la' prosecute. In the county Kerry there are now ‘PSA offences re¬ 
ported hy the county inspector, ns against 15(i reported for tiro four 
mouths pluvious to the Winter Assizes of 1880. Amongst those 
arc 2 cases of murder, 11 of letters throntuning to murder, 1 of 
wounding, 11 of arson, 11 of killing mid maiming cattle, 28 of seiz¬ 
ing anus and levying contributions, and 78 of ordinary threatening 
letter's. In one ease aoinu women have boon made amonable—a 
case in which they stripped a process-server stark naked, forgetting 
sex and dooonoy, and, having dauboil him with mini, drove him in 
that state through the country. In■ some eases ill mill 100 men 
armed and ilisijniseil irent round the. country at niyhi , learning the. 
people not. to pay rent until Parnell awl his confederates ■orre released. 
Turning now to the oounty of Limerick, T find tluit at the Wintor 
Assizes of 1880 there were 141 cases, while at the present assizes 
there are 101. Tlrero were six cases of threatening to murder, 0 
for firing at the person, 07 for arson, 3 for assembling armed, 32 of 
armed parties levying contributions, not to mind printed notices 
throatening. A man. is threatened with inuriUr beesxvse. he did not 
join the Land League, and another because ho gave a lift, on his ear 
to a person who teas boycotted, l'o show bow earofirlly these re¬ 
turns art* made up, there are soveral eases set dowxt as accidental, 
and others arc arising out of family quarrels, and not being con¬ 
nected with agrarian mntture, hut those are exolusivo of tiro cases 
quoted. Tito house of Oupt. Lloyd, a oountry gentleman, is air 
tempted to ho blown up becuuBe he acted ns deputy-sheriffi Another 
man is visited hy an armed party because ho sent his cows to graze 
on the lunds of tho Rev. Mr. Westrop, who, J suppose, was boy¬ 
cotted. A valued friend uf mine, Mr. Ferguson, the Chairman of 
tiro' West Riding, who is so respected, for liis faimoss, impartiality, 
and kindness, has the misfortune of having a property in the oounty 
of Limerick, and his house was wrecked. In tiro county of Oluro, in 
whoso wolfare I am a little interested, I find that the condition of 
things has not improved. This tiuro last year' the numlror of cases 
from Clare was 75, now it is 174, of which 3 ore eases of murder, 
17 cases of threatening to murder, 7 firing at tho person, 18 arson, 
17 filing into dwellings, and 05 ordinary threatening letters. Tho 
eity of Cork, I am glad to say, is an exception to the general rule, 
and, with the exception of tho threatening letter sent to tho Rev. 
Dr. Webster, a valued Christian minister, who imported some 
matters from England, and whose life was in oonseoueneo threatened 
so that Ire was obliged to leave the oity for a while, thoro was no¬ 
thing discreditable in the oity. Tho city of Limerick, howovur, was 
not satisfactory. There were throe cases of murder, of, however, 
the ordinary kind, and not such as are calculated to create alarm 
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for the public safety. Tn Limerick there was a tondencj' towards 
rosisUuice to the law, and several serious ami aggravated riots oc¬ 
curred thore, and, as usual in such cases, the innocent suffered. 
Tlio general deduction from the statistics which 1 have laid lief ore 
you seems to he that iu many and Uiur poets of the filin' nointos 
which Constitute the Munster ffhitcr Assize Commission. file euutiiiHex 
to be. insecure, or is rendered so miserable tin to he worthier*- -riiild is 
disregarded, anil proiierty is unsafe — the. spirit of tunteen nets anil dir- 
order, marked hij an. insolent deiinnee of law and of authority. con¬ 
tinues to prerail. It is oidy by the aid of an overwhelming military 
force that the process of tlio Jaw euu be executed. The humhlei' 
cliisses continuo to be oppressed by an odious tynmuy. It hue liven 
said or written somewhere that the duty of a judge on occasions 
like the iiresent is great reserve ; lmfc I, on the contrary, think tluit 
his duty is to speak out and direct public attention to the condition 
of the district as it appears on reliable olliciid information. It is, 
gentlemen, my duty on the present occasion to confer with you, 
the grand inquest of the province, on the maintenance of peace 
and order, and to usk your aid hi upholding the majesty of the law. 
The repoi-ts of crime and outrage which I lucre been obliged, most 
unwillingly, to bring before you, oven when reduced by a huge de¬ 
duction for mistakes, exaggeration, or concoction, and by eliminat¬ 
ing all ensos of ordinary crime, still leave a list of outrages so iur- 
luidalile us to lie inconsistent with public peace and security, ami 
wliioh, if suffered to oontinue unchecked anti unsuppruHsed, threaten 
the very existence of the fabric of society. Whenl hail the honour 
of addressing you in Decunibur, 1880, 1 ventured to puss tlm 3tricr 
lino of duty when I said 1 that you and 1 and all well-thinking people 
were proparod to make any sacrifice if doing so could procure the re¬ 
storation of peuce and prosperity.’ Tlio sacrifice has sincu been made 
and consummated by the Legislature in a mostsuro so large and un- 
pvucedontod that oven the most sanguine advocate of tenant-right 
could not have anticipated it twolvo muntlis ugo. But 1ms the 
publio obtainod the fruits in the restoration of pence and order t 
Oertainly not as yet in Munster. The experience of the last three 
montlis tulla us so in unmistakable terms. Are we, therefore, to 
givo way to despondency i It is too suon to despair ; anil I enter¬ 
tain tlio hope that there is a tiottor pmsjioct before ns, I have 
learned—and on authority which I am inclined to trust—that in¬ 
telligent farmers fully appreciate tlio benefits conferred on them, 
and ure, ns a class, inclined to withdraw from the trammels of ille¬ 
gality and crime. It is not uudcsemini/ of re, mark that in the official 
reports non’ before ntc the. parties suiijnrtid or iireun.il of crime are 
not of the fanning elans. This is an element of hope. If they take 
advantages of the vast benefits confejTod on. them by the Legislature 
to aid. in tho maintenance of law and order, they may prove to be 
the truest conservators of the comitiy. The people at Luge too 
cannot fail to perceive tliat the results of tho present statu of the 
country aro that capital 1ms -fled— eecn Irish capital represuited hg 
bunking dqmits is, to the extent of many millions, entirely employed 
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in Entjbuul. There is no industrial enterprise, no employment for 
tho labouring classes. Trade does not flourish, and [ should fuftrto 
estimate the immense depreciation in nil Irish securities and Irish 
property, caused by insecurity. Tho lminblor classes arc tlioso who 
sulFer most from tho prevalence of crime ami disorder, and they 
must continue to sulfur and be subject to most grievous oppression 
until with their aid tranquillity shall have boon restored. 1 appeal 
to all men, on the low ground of solf-iiiterest, to join in the resto¬ 
ration of peace and order and tho maintenance of tranquillity, and 
I have no doubt that from you, gontlomun of tho grand jury, I’ll 
receive now ollectivo aid in repressing erimo by a fair and impartial 
but firm aiul determined enforcement of tho law in tho many and 
varied cases to ho suInmtLod to you. 

A PL* UN LUX S. 

The following is ft farm report of a holding now in cultiva¬ 
tion by a skilled farmer. It allows what may bo done :— 

harm in county Tyrone containing . . . JfiO acres 

Less, roods 3 acres, garden 4 aeros, planta¬ 
tion 13 acres —.20 ,, 

7 fields of 20 aeros each = 140 „ 

Fiolds Aoros di £ 

1 of 20 in Lea oats at Of. per uoro . . . 120 

oat straw, 40 tous at Is. 8<1. per cwt. (Hi 

- 180 

1 ,, 20 ,, greon crops :— 

potatoes, 10 acres, at 151, . . 150 

turnips, Ac., 10 ucrus at 201, . 200 

- 350 

L ,, 20 ,, wheat, at 91. per oure . . .180 

wheat straw, 40 tous at 2s. per cwt. 80 

- 200 

1 ,, 20,, clover and grass, at 51. jior acre , . 100 

L ,, 20 ,, liay, 30 tons at 2s. Off. per owt. . . 75 

1 „ 20 ,, grazing, at 21. 10s. pur aero . . 50 

1 ,, 20 „ ditto, at 21. 10s. per aero. . . 50 



Butter, 20 milch cows, avontgo 0 11m. each per 
week “ 120 lbs. per week x 52 weeks *= 

0,240 lbs. at Is. pur lb.814 

Buttermilk, say £ of value of butter ... 78 

Gam on sale of strippers when springing, 10 at 51. . 50 


1,513 
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Deduct:— £ 

Wages, at 4/. per week .... '-’08 

Seeds, viz. : oats, 9Z. ; potatoes, 10/. : 
turnips. 0/. ; wheat, 13Z. ; and clover, 

101. 50 

Keep of 4 horses ..... 80 

Flax seed and malt combs for feeding of 
30 cows ...... GO 

[Slucksuiith, and repairs to harness, &c. 15 

Artificial manure . . . . .10 

Taxes, say.20 

-443 

Consumed on farm for feeding :— 

(tat and n heat straw os above . . 14G 

Hay, as above..75 

(1 razing for summer montlis, as above 100 

Turnips as above.200 

- 521 

- 004 

Total profits.£549 

< tut of which the rent of ISO/, is to come, or about 1-Srd of net 
profits. 
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The Alleged Secret Instructions to the Lind 

C'OUMISHIU.VKIIS. 

Mr. Forster published the following letter, addressed to 
Mr. A. M. Kavanagh :— 

‘January 6, 1882, 

‘Dear Mr. Kavanagh,—I liave to-day had an opportunity of 
reading your speech of mat Monday, and in vour remarks about the 
Hub-Commissioners under the Land Aat t find you reported it-. 
saying, “I believe—and I am glad of being able now to make the 
statement publicly in order that her Majesty’s Government may 
have the opportunity of contradicting it if it is not correct-I 
lieliave there have been given secret instructions of a very grave 
nature, their acceptance of and their compliance with wliich is a 
condition of their appointment.’’ As a rule. I think it better to 
postpone replies to criticisms, either spoken or written, until I oau 
make them m Parliament; bnt njion so important a matter as this 
T cannot allow a gentleman of your high authority upon Irish 
affairs, and for whom I have so much personal respect and regard, 
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to labour under a misapprehension. Let me, therefore, at once 
contradict tliis statement, for which there is absolutely no founda¬ 
tion whatever, and respecting wliich you have doubtless been mis¬ 
informed. 

‘ I am, dear Mr. Kavanagh, yours sincerely, 

‘ W. E. Forbtkr.’ 


Immediately upon returning to Dnblin ] wrote to the 
Standard as follows:— 


MR. KAYAYAGH AFTD THE LAND COURT. 

TO THE EDITOE OT THE ‘ HTANDA.KD.’ 

1 Sib, —Mr. Kavanagh, at the reoont landlords’ meeting in the 
Exhibition Palace, Dublin, stated that there had beon given to the 
Assistant Commissioners by the Government, “scoret instructions 
of a very grave nature, their acceptance of which and their com¬ 
pliance with which wore conditions of tlioir appointment.” Mr. 
Kavanagh went un to illustrate the nature of tliuse instructions ” 
from my account, printed in the “ Standard" of December 26 last, 
of the principles supposed to have guided the Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners in umving at their deoiaions. This very serious accusation 
has since beau repelled by the Chief Secretary m ewpluitio terms. 

‘ J am desirous of poiuting out tliat thero is no justification to 
he found, in the letter of mine referred to, for Mr, Kuvanagh’s 
charge againat the Government and the Commission. The “ prin¬ 
ciples” were stated by roe to liave boon arrived at in an entirely 
independent manner—-that is to say, by oomparing and discussing 
together various views by the general body of the Commissioners, 
Assistant Commissioners, and their staff, aftor the genornl ability of 
the Assistant Commissioners to perform their duties had boon tested 
by the Chief Secretary. These principles were not compulsory 
“ instructions.” Each Sub-Commission remained at lilniiiy to 
select one or to reject them all. I append the wonts usad by me, 
from which it will be seen that Mr. Kavanagh has, innocontly, of 
course, ooniuunded the preliminary examination with the subse¬ 
quent independent discussion of principles. He has also omitted, 
of course accidentally, all reference to tbe last and most important 
of tho Rules—namely, that they should be subject to modification 
after inspection of holdings by the lay Commissioners. 

‘I quite appreciate tho difficulty of Mr. Kavnimgli’s position, he 
being largely responsible for the introduction of tho principle of 
compulsory arbitration which has proved so disastrous to his ordor; 
but I must decline to he made the mouthpiece for a charge improb¬ 
able in. itself, and highly insulting both to an eminent Statesman 
and to a number of honourable gentlemen, Mr. Kavanagh’s own 
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countrymen, among whom I am proud to number many personal 
friends. 

* The following is the passage roferred to in my letter of Decem¬ 
ber 20 :—“No doubt whit has boen going on fur the past two 
montlis is a kind of clumsy re-valuation of Irish land, in course of 
which injiiitioe may luivo been done in a few spociul cases. But it 
is notorious that, before leaving Dubliu for their districts, each of 
the Assistant Commissioners laid to pass strict examinations, in 
which tlio Cliief Secretary himself took part; and, further, that 
tho necessary principles for determining fair rents were agreed to at 
a goneral mooting of the Chief and Assistant Commissioners and 
other ollioials. These principles are oasily discoverable from then- 
decisions, and were something like the following:—First, to carry 
nut Hoaly’s Clause as liberally as possible ; secondly, where neither 
landlord nor tenant liad improved the holding, but the landlord 
hod, without apparent ohubs, raised tho rent, to l-estoro it to the 
old figure; tlurdlv, whore there wore no improvements nor raising 
of routs, and no other distinct index of value, to fall back upon 
Griffith’s valuation. AJl such rules wore to be subject to modifica¬ 
tion upon tho inspection of each particular holding by the lay Com¬ 
missioners.” 

‘ I am, Sir, 

‘January 9. ‘Yotjr SrBOUi Ooebespondbnt.’ 


APPENDIX U. 

During the Derry eloction contest, in Nbvemlier last, Mr, 
Porter, tho Solicitor-General for Ireland, said at Mnghera, on 
November 15:— 

I think it is of fir oat importune* to you, not as theorists but as 
practical men, to say in whose hands dual the working of the Land 
dot be pvt in future. Will you leave it worked by the Tories, who 
ham always been your enemies, or will you have it worked by men 
who are in sympathy with the people f That is the practical ques¬ 
tion wo havo to deal with, 

At Magherafelt on. November 17 he said:— 

Was it (the Land Act) passed lie cause tho rents wore too low '1 
No ; it was passed booauso tlie fact was forced on tlio attention of 
the Legislature of Q-roat Britain, that the vast bulk of tho laud in 
this qountry was excessively over-routed—in many cases, as experi¬ 
ence had shown, doubly routed. What was to be done with the 
administration of that dot of Parliament f The administrators hart 
been appointed to Jim a fair rent. Were they to fix it at the existing 
rents f If the present rents were fair there vmhd be no need for a 
Land Act. It was simply booauso it was demonstrated that the 

b 2 
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units throughout tho coimti'y wore too largo, that it. became neces¬ 
sary to pass tho Land Act at all. . . . The. tenant* find just cause 
/nr yreater ralurtions than hid been ninth; and Hiis bevit'J so, whom 
would (lit'y Mid to Parliament. to rep rent'nt them I 

4 » * I » # * 

Sup pour ti eli'iinje of Ministry tool; plan-, and they htal a Cabinet 
non pound of Lout Salisbury, Sir Stafford Jfnrthoote, AT r. Cibmn 
and others to appoint the. men who would administer tho Land Art l 
whit would th.it Jet lie worth? 1 he. elm nee* would be., jutlyintj fi mri 

the recent Hpee.-he*, Unit that .let would be administered by persons 
irliii Would ni"he. it a dead letter, a weuuure that would be mirthless 
to the tenant-fa ruler*. 

At Coolcalown on November illi ho said :— 

He hud seen in some esises where the. Suh-tbiinniissioiier* minced 
the. rents, it appeared to him they lmd nut reduced them HiijRr.ie.nt.ly ; 
hut what were they to do I They r.imbl not control that, and they 
could indy lithe cure that proper and efficient persons were appointed 
iitidcr flic del, and if these persons went astray in point of hue there 
was an appeal. 


APrENDix y. 

Compensation to Landeoudh. 

TJio following remarkable letter appeared lately in the 
* Standard 

‘ Sin,—As the ‘ Standard ’ in one of tho most influential papers 
which advocates compensation in proper ciihob to Irish landlords 
whose inoomos Bhall have Isiou reduced by the Irish Land Act now 
in course of administration, T hope you will porniit me, who lmvo 
the misfortuno to lielong to tluil, luihappy class, to slate, through 
your columns, a few facts cimuoctud witli my own position, for I 
aiu suro it is by no moans an exceptional one, ub tomliiig to illus¬ 
trate tho justice of your viows. I am a landlord in a southern 
county ; the rental of my estates is four thousand pounds a year 
I succeeded to them thirty-live years ago, upon the decease of my 
uncle, who was tenant for lifo, as I myself am also, with [lower to 
appoint them amongst my sons in suoh sums as I think lit. Thu 
leasing power attached to th-se lifo estates not only omdiloil, hut 
c-impelled each tenant for life—in the very words of tho [tower 
*' to mako leases without flue nr foregift to solvent totianls, either 
from year to year, or for any term not exceeding thirty-one years, 
at the best and most improved rents tliat could bo obtained for the 
aauio,” and when 1 ontored into possession 1 found that yearly 
lettings had been made by my prodoce-isnr, pursuant to his power, 
upon by far the greater poitionof this pvojiorty, exceeding Grifiith’s 
valuation by about onu-tliird. Boon afterwards there came the 



A PPKXDIX r. 


CiiJ 

great putato blight, and {amino, and (luring tho unfortunate yearB of 
its contimumce twenty farms were surrendered to me, wliiuh re¬ 
mained upon my hands uuiil the times improved, wlieu I mint 
thorn, as J was hound by my leasing power to do, to solvent tenants 
.-it the liost and must improved rants which l could obtain, ami 
these vents also, which 1 obtained without tho least difficulty, 
exceeding Griffith's valuation hy alamt one-third. Hore I mar men¬ 
tion that I was intimately ncipminted with the late Sir Iticlmrd 
Griffith, who himself informed mo (and no one cun deny that he 
was the very besL authority in [roland as hi tho letting value of 
Irish land) that as a general rule its fair.letting value—not a rack 
rout, hut its fnir kttiug value—was about one-third over bis valua¬ 
tion, which, as Mr. Gladstone stated in Ins speech at Leeds on 
October 7 last, “was a valuation much below the value in by far 
the greater number of cases, mul framed for a different purpose,” 

‘ 1 may also mention that letters have lately been written to the 
public prchH by Sir Iticlinril Griffith's daughter, Mrs. Dramaton 
t-mitli, and by Ids son, tho present JJuronet, to tho same effect 
namely, that they were well aware, having often heard thoir father 
say so, that his valuation was about olio-third under the fair letting 
viduo. I must now inform you that when I succeeded to my pr<>- 
porty I found it charged, as it still is, with old family incumbrances 
to the amount of twenty thousand pounds, bearing intoi-est at five 
pounds par cent., so that my annual income, sub ject to the usual 
out-goingH, is throe thousand pounds a year; deducting from this 
sum tithe rent-charge, poor-rates, and agency feus, my net income 
is alsiut two thousand six hundred jMJimds u year. I am a widower, 
with four sons, till of full ugu, anil no other ehildron. My four sons 
are married, and on their resjiectivo marriages 1 charged my estates 
witli rout-chargOB for tliem. For the oldest, with six hundred 
pouuds a year ; for tlie socond, with four hundred poimds ; uudfor 
the two youngest until three hundred ]MUiids uadi, reserving for 
myself, togetlmr with iny demesne (what is sufficient for the dimi¬ 
nished expenditure of my household) an income of one thousand 
pounds, and 1 covenanted with the various sets of trustees that at 
my death certain Hjieciiied portions of my property, with rentals 
oi|iiivalont to those annuities, should be vested in them upon Ihe 
trusts of their respective settlements; my eldest son, however, 
upon whom my demesne is settled, to havo, in addition, an astute 
of the annual value of my own rusorvod income. I may now 
remark, that for the uninterrupted period of twenty-six years, ami 
until tho commencement of the recent anti-rent agitation, my rents 
havo been paid with the utmost punctuality and oheomdnese. 
Never iu any ono year during that long period has there been even 
one shilling of rent in arrow, aiul never was there a complaint 
mudo by any tenant as to his being over-ventod, and, save on two 
townlimds on whiuli there are very old leases, tho rents reserved by 
which are a little under Griffith's valuation, never was there a more 
industrious or prosperous tenantry; for, strange os it may appear 
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to English land reformers, it is on these holdings where the rents 
are so low tliat there is tlio worst farming and the least prosperity. 
My rente, then, are fair, as proved not only by Sir Richard 
Griffith’s interpretation of fairness, hut by their piuictual payment 
for suoh a lengthened period ; fair, too, in the opinion of Parlia¬ 
ment, which, by the Land Act of 1870, condemned only biioIi runts 
as were plainly “exorbitant ” (the word usod in the Statute) ; and 
they are not only legal, but they would have ltoen absolutely illegal, 
and a fraud as against those in remainder after my death, if they 
wore less Hum the I tost improved rents that ooidd have lxjon 
obtained when the IoLlings wuro made by mv predocosBor anil 
niysolf ; and, more than tins, buying regard to the ureatly inoroaseil 
value of produoo since that time, J havo ovur-y reasonable light to 
teliovo that those rents are lowor Ilian tlioy ought to lie and would 
be, if now relot to solvent tenants upon the prineipio of demand 
and supply. And, as somo proof that this is no unreasonable lieliof 
on my part, J may mention tlnvt in the oarly part of tliis year, 
before the nature of the now Lund Law Act was disclosed to the 
public, 1 was oU'orad by a perfectly solvent tenant, for a farm of 
eight acres, wliieh had jfallon into my possession, and wliioh T still 
retain, the same rent which it had previously paid— eight pounds 
per annum—and, iu addition, a fine of one hundred pounds, which 
of course I had no legal powur to accept. 

‘ Well, Sir, on my estate the work of confiscation 1ms already 
commenced • all my tenants have gone iuto Ooiu-t. For tliis I oan- 
not blame them. Why should thoy not seek to obtain “ tlioso sur¬ 
prising benutlts ” (I use tlio language of one'of the most ominont of 
<w Roman Oathulio Judges) which this Land Act has offered to an 
aitonished publio ; and the result will bo tlwt I, liithorto a lmppy 
and fires porous proprietor, tlio representative of an anoiont and 
respooted family, shall, without any fault of mine, bo uoluully 
beggared. 1 shall liavo to leave the homo of my ancestors, where 
J resided in comfort, employing a largo stalF oE labourers, ondoa- 
rouriug to disoluirgo tlie duties of magistrate, poor-luw guardian, 
and grand juror, alisolutoly a pauper, and at my advanced age 
imablo to obtain any rcmunoiuLivo nniploymont. Judicial rents 
have already boon assessed upon eight of my host farms, and on 
each of them my hitherto well-paid rents have lsson reduced by 
one-quarter of their previous amount. Judging by tliis reduction, 
and by that made on an ostate contiguous to my own, the land of 
which is of the same quality as mine, 1 cannot have the least doubt 
that my rental will be reduced by ono-fourth—in other words, 
what has been for many yours hitherto a well-paid rental of four 
thousand pounds a year, will liccowe a judicial rental of tliree 
thousand pounds ; so that I shall be doprivod of my only source of 
subsistence, mid my oldest son tlie income of which his wife’s 
trnstoos .bargained for, and wliidi was one main consideration for 
liis marriauo. T have said nothing in this letter os to the cruolty of 
punishing the landlords with the cost of litigation endangered by 
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this revolutionary Statute—coats of their endeavours to main tain 
what even their greatest enemies must admit to be their dear legal 
rights. ’ 


APPENDIX W. 


The following is a copy of the Land League ticket, possessed 
by every member. On tho faco, which is printed in green and 
orange, ore represented a boy trying to break a bundle of sticks, 
with the motto, * Union is strength,' and a man ploughing, and the 
following inscriptions— 


tuKijinn >oh Tim ImeH. 

Dovcn with LAMn-oawfrH. 

Branch. 

The Ibish National Land Lhaooe 

1 

1 

I ihu day of 

i 

wax udmitted a Member j 

188 

1 

1 

1 Han. Idee. ! 


EUC A K1KM USII' OF YOOIl HOMESTEADS. 


Tub Land e»h tub Phjpik. 


I 

I 


On the back is the following— 


Objects or The League. 

Tho Irish National Land League was formed for the following 
objects :— 

Fibnt—T o put an end to Rack-renting, Eviction, and Landlord 
Oppression. 

.Second —To effect such a radical change in the Land System of 
Ireland as will put it in the power of every Irish Fanner to become 
the owner, on fair terms, of the land he tills. 

The means proposed to effect these objects are :— 

(1) Organisation amongst tho people and Tenant Fanners for 
the purpose of self-defonoe, and inoulcating the absolute necessity 
of their refusing to take any Farm from which another may be 
evicted, or from purchasing say Cattle or Goods which may be 
seized on for non-payment of impossible rout. 

(2) The cultivation of public opinion by persistent exposure, in 
ihe Press and by Public Meetings, of the monstrous injustice of 
the present system, and of its ruinous results. 
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(3) A resolute demand for tlio reduction of the oxoesnivn rents 
nhich have brought the Irish People to a statu of starvation. 

(4) Temperate but firm resistance to oppression and injustice, 


APPENDIX X. 

In justice to Mr. Evelyn Asliluy, T publish the following letter 
sent, by him to the 1 Standard,’ l preRumo with the intention of 
refuting the statements nnido in my lottor, troating of liis relations 
with his tenantry. Thu italics aru mine. Mr. Ashley, it will he 
nhsovvod, treats Oiumn nvcuntin throughout as a kind of weak Hr. 
Fuustus, transformed, at oighty-tlireo, into a common Immitor. by 
tho Reverend young Mophistopholos, his curate. If tho palish 
priest forwards a dignified ruinonstraneo on luihalf of t.lio tenantry 
to their landlord, Sir. Ashley, detecting tho handwriting of the 
tempter, sees through it all in a moment. Ho cannot, however, 
reply all at once—liis feelings are too much for him. For a whole 
month lie roniains silent amid the Swiss mountains, ofi'ering the 
elevated spectacle of a man, conscious of the obligation to discharge 
a painful public duty, struggling with those natural ‘ feelings of re¬ 
spect. ’for a venoralile culprit which tho latter's blameless tenure of 
a sacred office for half a century and more luivu ongondorod. Then 
rousing himself, lie sternly * answers ns ho might ’ Hu suggests 
that ‘ proseuro ’ was put upon the (Janon to sign tho letter; and 
that in the memorial which the ('anon had cotifinnud, ‘ fill that was 
true was trivial, mul all that was sorious was false ; ’ ‘ firmness 
must take tho placo of misunderstood conciliation,’ Ac. Mi'. Ashley 
describes liimself ns * soft and yielding;* and upon these lottors 
(produced by liimsolf). asks bis renders l to judge * whuther his eor- 
raspondonoo with the priests was ‘ putulant and haughty,’ ns t had 
alleged. 

The Canon is a tall, broad, halo ohl man, of powerful intolli- 
gonco, maasivo in mind and Ixidy, courteous, amiable mid straight¬ 
forward ; with tlio carriiigo of on ambassador and tlic heart of a 
ohild. Ho at once diselainied tho position of being a mure puppet 
in the hands of liis ornate. Mr. Ashley would now transfer the 
stigma to mo. Ho brands me as a victim to tlio 1 inexhaustible 
imaginativeness ’ of tho ‘ curate ' members of tho ‘tenant class.' 
Whether Father Cummins has risen from tliat humble class, I 
know not; but it i'h no discredit to him, that he was not ho lucky 
in Ilia ancestral connections hh tho Secretary to the Hoard of Trade. 
I must, liowoveivprotust that, I axn no more his dupe than (,’auon 
Brennan was. What I saw I duscriliod; what. I heard T verified 
by assiduous inquiry, addressed to Mr. Ashloy’s own agents, 
amongst others. Nothing stated by mo has been disproved Onion 
Brennan lias since written to Hay that ‘ every statomont mado can 
be fully corroborated; and. ray principal complaints, to tlie efibot 
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that Mi'. Asliley had unreasonably refused to make any general 
aliuteiiient of rent, and to remove the gumokeuimr, have Item 
admitted, but not answered by him. "With respeet in tlie game¬ 
keeper, as Father Otumuiiis’s accusation and express statement are 
disoreditod, and suggested to bo only lately 1 thought of,’ I should 
add that 1 myself stuv a youth (not tho one referred to by the 
Father), who described to me tho cruel shooting of liis little dog by 
the gamekeeper; and who was struck in the forehead by one of 
the shots. Ho took oil' Ins cap and touched the place. Mr. Ashley's 
explanation of Ills tenants’ poverty is tlmt they will ‘continue to 
vegetate on two or thvee acres of land.’ Now, considering tlmt 
tho Ministry of which the Hon. Evelyn Ashley is a member have 
passed an Act based upon tho fnndumontal principle of the tenant's 
part ownership of liis holding, mid that their whole policy is to 
■govern frolund according to Irish ideas,’ including the idea of 
•sticking in the outd counthry,’ this explanation (the abstract, 
reasonableness of which 1 cannot t pi cation), bcoiub a little incon¬ 
sistent and insufliciont. 

I recognise, as much as anyouo, Mi-, Ashley's high qualities ; 
his industry, firmness, devotion to the public service, and political 
integrity. But I roiunin of opinion that a landlord who, at this 
crisis, after tho decisions of the Sult-Ooinmiasions, maintained 
such an attitude towards liis tenantry, is hugely responsible for 
the lamuulalilo state of tho country. And I still consider that Mr. 
Ashley is fairly open to this censure. 

MR. EVELYN ASHLEY. 

TO THK KDiroa or TKB 'STANDARD.’ 

Rill,—The ‘ Standard ’ of yesterday brings forcibly lief ore me, 
that among tho numerous ills to which Irish landlords are now a 
prey, not the least is that of Itoiug gihbetlud by Special tVirrespon- 
douts who havu not learnt tho inexhaustible imagmativonuss of the 
Irish tenant class when any special object is to bo attained, whethtr 
the me.mJicr of tlmt clue.'i be curate or farmer. I will he hh Hhoit as 
I can, Imt the detailed list uf statements and cliargcs made about 
me and my estate gives uie a right to ask for a little of your bjuice. 
It is not my fault if undue proiuinenoe is given to my private 
affairs. 

Your correspondent holils me out as a wretched example of tho 
evils which may wise from ‘a haughty and defiant domeanour.’ 
1 cannot possibly plead guilty to this, The language of my tenants 
ia, on Uio contrary, that I am to ai/f ami yirhliiuj tlmt they have 
only got to bo firm in order to bully mo out of anything. However 
this may bo, I gave back to tho tenants 50 per cent, of the rent 
for and 25 per cent, of that for 1880, and this on rents which 
so recently as 1870 the tenants, through their spokesman, said 
were so reasonable as to demand no permanent abatement. TiE 
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the advent of the Land Loaguu nothing bnt cordiality, peace anil 
goodwill provailod on tho estate. The change, although already 
in tho air, did not openly show itself till the occasion of tho dis¬ 
pute last autumn, to which your correspondent alludes as u ‘ refusal 
on my part to concodu tho traditional rights of tho tenants. 1 l'he 
truth is as follows. Finding that sonic of those who wont down to 
tho shore to fotch seaweed woi-e in tho habit of damaging with 
thoir carts a pioco of pasture which lay alongside tho shore, I met 
them myself on tho ground, mid ammgod with tliom to make a now 
and solid roadway for them over the looso sand on the condition 
tliat they would adliore to it. They oxprussod themselves delighted, 
using the usual liyporholos dear to them. 1 spent a large sum in 
making a road, which must have been a groat saving and oon- 
vouiouco to them. But they did not keep to thoir part of the 
bargain, and wore summoned for again trespassing on tho land. 
Tho Bench inflictod a nominal lino of IW., hut the Land League, 
seeing the clianoe for raising an agitation, ordered the defendants 
not to pay, but to go to gaol, which some of them accordingly did 
with pomp and circumstance. T visited Ireland an soon us Parlia¬ 
ment roso, anil, again viewing the Rpot, gave tliom lonvo to go ovor 
this pioco of pasture if they liked, Raying tliat tho matter was 
really of such snmll account as not to bo worth raising tho slightest 
ill feeling about. Ho much for my ‘haughty and defiant domeanour.’ 

Tho second head of complaint is that L will not dismiss my 
keejHir, who, according to your comispondout’s informant, lias 
boun guilty of such hail acts. Well, os to tlio one spociilud, I con 
only say that to-day is tho first time I liavo hoard of it. After 
waiting for some woukB J reooivorl a list of similar olmrges, sent to 
mo by tho Hoerotary of thu Local Land Leoguo (a nopliew of tho 
Itev. Malachi Bromiau), ull of which f sifted carefully and found 
untrue. Bnt thin one of the, buy in the road wan not then, J mippoitr, 
tluitojht of ; anyhow, it was not mentioned. Certainly, tho wilful 
firing at boys because they havo not got gun lieoncoa is a matter 
far too serious to ho allowed to lio ‘ perdu ’ till a London nowR- 
pajior correspondent comes by. The porson guilty of such acts 
should have been lakon before tho magistrates, and, if guilty, 
punished. But the gist of thu movement against my koepor is 
coutainud in the fact that twice ho rooeivod a message from the 
secretary of tho Land Loaguo, to tho efl'uot that if ho joined tho 
League his life woidd ho quiet and pleasant, hut that if ho persisted 
hi refusing to join ho would bo driven out of the country. 

Next as to mv oorrospouduneo with the priests, wliioli is charac¬ 
terised as ‘petulant and haughty,’ and ‘showing ovidenoc of u 
liaaty and unreasoning toinpur.’ I hog to enclose a copy of tho 
letters which passed between us, and ask you to ho good enough 
to let your readers judge for thomsolvos. 

Lastly, with reference to tho two tenants visitod by your cor¬ 
respondent, and described by him in picturesque terms. They are 
poor, no doubt—indeed, tho Farrells are among tho poorest on the 
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property, and were no doubt selected as such. I am vory sorry 
they are poor. I am very sorry anybody is poor. How cam men, 
hnwovor, bo anything else as long as they continue to vogetate on 
two or throe acres of land, and thure is no capital forthcoming to 
givo thorn employment off their holdings'( There are two families 
of tho name of Farrell wlvich I can rocall. I do not know which 
of the two your correspondent visited. Hut in ono case the rent 
is considerably below (ho valuation ; and in tho othor no rent 
whatever has boon paid for more than three yearn. So in neither 
cast) can the rent be the cause of the poverty. Tho other man, 
Tcronoo M‘Gnrrigh, is an Inmost, lmrdworkiiig man, who haB paid 
liis rent liithorto without complaint. I have just received a letter 
from lum, informing mo that ho is going to borrow money from 
tho Board of Works to improve his little farm. I hope ho may get 
it, and thus (letter liis circumstances. 

I hare refused to Make any i/eneral abatement of rent this year, 
not from a ‘haughty tuid (lofiuut ’ disposition, not from any such 
motivo fir in conseipienco of any such knowledge as you suggest in 
your loading articlo. 1 have refused simply Iteuttuse tho rents, as 
a wholo, bomg, in my opinion, just, and the harvest having been 
good, I see no reason for repeating the course pursued for the two 
past years on such a vory liberal scale. I nuiy also add that during 
the lost thirty yeurs smoothing botwooh forty aud fifty thousand 
pounds have been spent on tho property on roads, drainage, and 
othor things, which liavo groatly improved the condition of tho 
holdings, without auy return being exacted in tho Bliapo of increase 
of tho rental. I do not behove, with your correspondent, that 
‘ thoro is not the slightest doubt that the Assistant Commissioners 
will reduco my routs ’ ‘ by 20 to 30 per cunt.’ Before tho passing 
of tho last Land Aot I have allowed the tonauts to soil their tenant 
right, and vary large sums, in proportion to the size and rent of 
the holdings, have boon given und received. Anyhow, desiring 
nothing heyond wliat is fair, I cannot retreat from my old-established 
rents , unless I am ordered by a superior and disinterested authority, 
suah as tho Land Commission, to do so. 

Though sorely tempted to add a fow thoughts on the present 
disoiganised, dishonest, and untruthful state ot things in unhappy 
Ireland, I refrain from doing so, fooling tliat I have already 
occupied too niuuh of your spaoe. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

EvTsr.rn Asiixjsv. 

Blaenau Fostiuiog, North Wales, November 30. 

‘ OlifFonoy, Sligo, Sopt. 30, 1881. 

‘Dear Sir,—Wo have soon tho list of charges drawn up by 
your tenantry against your keeper, Barker, and from our interview 
with tho pooplo we are in a position to say they are not at all 
exaggerated. We regret to say that he has, and not on a few occa¬ 
sions, wounded, and wautonly so, the fadings of a very sensitive 
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people. We trust, as you value the esteem and fttlcetion of your 
tenantry, you will accede to llioir request', and romove from their 
midst a man who 1ms given them bo much just cause of otl'ciiue, 
and occasioned so niucli disturbance in this parish. Hoping that 
the kindly relations that, hitherto existed between you and those 
poor honest people will not now he disturbed or severed by the 
retention of this man, 

1 Wo are, &o. 

(Signed) ‘ Mala cm Buknnan. P. P. 

‘John Cummins, <!.(). 

‘ Tlio Htin. Evelyn Asldoy, M.P.’ 


‘Davos Plain, Switzerland, Nov. li, lt'8J. 

‘Dear Mr. Brennan,— T have hitherto dclayod acknowledging 
the receipt of a communication which 1 received a short tune ago 
in tlir hand nriling of the Jlee. Mr. Cam mi nr, but signed by your¬ 
self as well as by him. The deep and long-standing feelings of 
respect and alfcction which I entertain towards you must explain 
the delay, for thru matin it iinpimilde fin' me to answer as 1 ought a 
letter which licgins by saying that the statements contained itt a 
paper which was addressed to mo by a certain individual well 
known to you were not at all exaggerated, whereas its contents 
limy he summed up shortly as follows :— AU that mu true mu 
iririal. and all that was scrums was false. You, who lmvc been so 
long and so honourably connectod with the parish, must, well know 
(even if ipimiger mat wore im-spoi icneeU new foment ignore. it} that 
the mutual good foelings lmvc not been impaired by action on my 
part or those belonging to me. We have remained the samp, ami 
though I fear the. time lias arritrtl when, firmness mast take the place 
of misnnUerstnotl eoneilialitm, I hope that you, at any rate, what¬ 
ever pressure is pat upon iton, will in your heart do justice to me 
aud mine. 

(Signed) ‘Evelyn Asm, by.’ 

‘ Palmerston Globe, Nov. 7, 1881, 

‘Dear Mr. Asldoy,—I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of 
your luttur of the and iust., in reply to one written weeks ago, 
That loiter, if not in my lnmdwrifcing, was written in wy presence 
awl signed Icy me irntl uiy curate, f mould mil jmt my name U> it if 
1 did not think J teas justified in so doing. The mutual good feeling 
that Misted of old certainly does not crist now, Of M they were 
■never sint to prison for trespassing on- the sands of Aiidliwhmore, It 
is not so now. Buforu you soul barker hero you surely told mu 
you would send a person (hat would mnko himsulf pleasing and 
agreoablo to the people. Barker is not that wan. You have not, 
1 think, a tenant in Almmlish Unit likos him. You may yet, when 
it may be too Into, regret your advocacy of him ; this l toll you as 
a friend, what I am, and always was, He is the cause of our 
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having ho many police betweeu Clilfoney and Mullaghiuoro; ho 
would ho as safe without as with thorn. No one would hurt or 
molest him.— Yours, 

(Signed) ‘ Malauui Brennan.’ 


‘ ((1 Cadogan Place, London, Nov. 0, 1881. 

‘Dear Mr. Brennan,—Although 1 mtulil murk prefer not to con¬ 
tinue. a eorresjKnulcn.ee. with, yon on such disagrees! >Iu topics as we 
lmvo hoon writing about, I am obliged to send one move letter in 
tiimseriuouco of a paragraph in your letter of the 7th, which is 
(juite a model of the unfairness with which tilings aro artificially 
blown up just now in Cliilbimy, and nhieh really niakoR onu de¬ 
spair of the diameter of people with whom such statements aro 
curront. Yon say, ns illustrating the change in behaviour towards 
tlio people, " of old tliey wore never sent to prison for trospassing 
on the samls of MulLiglunoru.” Now I am not going to enter on 
the riglits and wrongs of the story, which uro beside the point, but 
nobody was sent to prison for trespassing, tfcc. 

‘ Yon know well that a nominal fine of lid. or is.- was imposed, 
and they wore sent to prison by the court for rofusing to recognise 
its authority hjr payment. You know also well tliat of old they 
would liavo paid at onco, and that even in tliis oase some would 
gladly have paid if they dared. But really this is waste of ink : I 
know Matjna rut tu-ritos ft praealebit, at last. Tliis I behove, though 
it may bo late. Yours. 

(Signed) ‘ Evelyn Ashley.' 
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Tiie Dpkkeatji Case. 

The following is a report takon from the Frgeniau’i 
Journal and the Times of the ease of Adams v. DuuHeatli, npou 
the appeal by way of rehearing before the Chief Commission, 
sitting at Belfast in January lb8i. 

David Adams, Truant; Mrs. Jane Duns oath, Landlord. 

Jn this ease both tenant and landlord appealed from a decision 
given at Ballymena by Messrs. Greer, Baldwin, and Ross. The 
tenant hold 22a. lr. 5p. statute, at Glarryford, county Antrim, the 
vent being 3‘W. 10s., and the valuation 24 1. 10s. The Sub-Com¬ 
missioners reduced the rent to HOI. 15». 

Mr. W. H. Dodd appeared for tho tonant; Messrs. £L Holmes, 
Q.d , Urv, and Ovorond appeared for the landlord. 

David AdaniB, the tenant, deposed that James M'Kee had the 
holding before him. There was a louse of 20&. Sr. Sip. Irish, for 
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twenty years, from Novemlior 184. r >, at a rout of 20/. 11s. (kZ. TJioro 
was also unreclaimed land at LOn. the Irish acre, wliioli amounted to 
441. 10s. Il'hni the lease. fell in about »i;t yean ayo the. rent iivm 
ine,maned to 30Z. 10*. WitnesH and his fatlior had nuido a groat 
deal of improvements. They laid reel aimed 18 aeres on one farm and 
fenced them. In addition part of nine acres of boy was reclaimed. 
IIo had also made 70 perches of a farm mad. James M'Kee lmd 
built the mansion liouso on the holding, and witness’s fatlior had 
built some oflicos and a boiler-house and shed, James M’Koe was 
paid 20 1. for his interest. Thu assignment was dated October 27, 
184(1. His father collected county ooss, and witness himself 
shipped pnlfttoos, Imttor, and eggs. WilnosH could not pay the 
rent without those other aids. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Holmes—1 am 30 yoai'B of ago. I re¬ 
member tho farm 30 years ago. When l rcmemlior first J behove 
there was IS English acres unreclaimed, Tiio work on these 18 
acres commenced whon J was fivo yours of ago, and 1 was working 
on it lost season. I askod for a piooo of hog from the landlord to 
square up a Hold. 

Tlio first pioce, I think, you got about 1808 for 7s. fid. Am l 
not right about that 'I I suppose so. 

tn 1801 you got a pieoo more for 7». Od. 1 Yu s. 

In 1803 you got a piooo more for 11s. 3d., in 18(10 another piece 
for 11s. 3d., and in 1874 a final piece for 21. 12s. Oil , tho aggregate 
being 4Z. 10*. Do yon remember Mr. Daphaol when ho came to 
value tho lands saying to you, 1 1 will louvo tho bog exactly as it 
was, and my now value will be oouftnod to tho leased laud 1 ’ That 
is not true ; he did not say tlwt to me. 

Whon did your father build the boiling-house and Hhod ? About 
18 years ago. 

And except the boiling-houso and shod all tho buildings wore 
there as long as your memory goos back and boforu it / Yes, but T 
believe not long, 

Andrew' M’Kee deposed he had farmed this land for twenty 
years. His father and brother hod also furamd it. When ho had 
it, which was just before tho lease, the rent was about tho siuim 
ront as now, but tho tenants lmd tho cut away bog for pasture free. 
Adams had made vast improvements. He thought tho reclamation 
was worth 20Z. an acre. 

Cross-examined—Ho thought tenant right was as high in 1840 
as it was now. Prices wore not as high now as thuy wore then. 
He was gutting 12s. and 14s. for com then. 

Mr. Orr—That happened to bo a famine yoar ; there whs no 
com to bo sold. For tlwt very reason were not rents much lower 
than they are now ? They woro. Bofore tlrnt landlords hud not 
power to raise them j tho old looses kept them in. The old land¬ 
lords had more discretion and honour. 

Mr. Dodd—The landlord at that time was Lord Mountcuahel ( 
Yes ; he was an honourable old gentleman. 
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How much do you think it coat to build the house ? It cost my 
brothor, I hoard him say, ft groat dual more than 240?. 

To Mr. Vornon—He would value tho reclaimed land at 7a. (W. 
an aero, although 20?. an aero was Laid out on it. 2(1?. is what- 
Adams should pay to his landlord for the farm ns it stood. 

Alexander Robinson deposed that lie valued this farm. It was 
ono of tho first farms ho valued, but ho valitod farms sinco thou. 
The landlord’s rout for the laud should be 22?. 2a. hi?., loaving the 
improvements to tho tenant. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Overond—Do you inoludo or exclude 
tho tenant’s improvements ? I exclude tho tenant’s improvements. 
We oonsidor the value of the tunant-rmht over tho entire holding 
would bo worth about 12?. por acre. That contained nothing for 
the good-will. 

So the tenant’s improvements aro value for 12?. on acre ? Yes ; 
wo wero informed by the tenant that when ho went thore the only 
portion of the land arable was 13 statute acres. 

Do you put the samo value on the tenant’s interest hr the 13 
aoros that you do in tire 29 acres 1 Wo estimated tho 29 acres at 
112, per statute acre for reclamation. 

Then upon the 29 acres there should only be tho 112. for the 
tenant's improvements'? For that I can’t say; that is wlmt we 
estimated the reclamation at. 

Now, is there anything that gives value to those 29 acres but 
tire reclamation ? Except tho proportion of the buildings. 

What value did you assess per aero upon the old arable ? Ids. 

Is tho tenant’s intorest in tire portion that ho got at the time of 
tiro lease in a laboured condition, with a house upon it, greater or 
less than his interest in the reclaimed acres ? I should ray, taking 
these and everything, it would bo greater. 

Greater by tire aifforenoe that would raise the average to 122. 
all round'? I think so. 

You ray the value of the 29 acres is 112. an aero, therefore the 
value you put upon tho 13 laboured aoros must be considerably 
higher to make the overage 122 .1 It may have boon. 

In making up your calculation of the 112. for the reclaimed 
acres, did you treat each acre as reclaimed at tho same time ? 1 was 
not told exactly when they wore reclaimed. 

You would give 112, for an acre reclaimed 30 years ago and also 
for an acre reclaimed lost yoar? I sup|>oae I did not impure 
whether rent was oharged in rospeot of acres that wore reclaimed 
for tho last twenty years. 

A fair rent, then, would ho a rant that would not infringe upon 
that 122. an acre ! 1 should think so. 

Adding the tenant’s interest to tho landlord’s interest, what 
would bo tho market value of the holding'? I valued the land in 
its original unreclaimed stato at 8s., and I put the reclamation at 112, 

J udgo O’Hagan said that would coine to 272. 1 Is. 

To Mr. Overond— 1 The market value of the landlord’s and 
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tenant’s interest together would be 2l!s. per aero for tlio IS acres, 
and 111*, an aero for tlio 29 acres. 

.Judge O’Jiiigim - Four ostimato on tlio whole farm would he 
441. 9«. I 1 did not make the calculation. 

Mr. Holinoa, addressing the Court, fivsL for the landlord, stated 
that tlio yuh-CViinmiasioiioi-s had not given tho grounds ujKm which 
they decided in thu Court below. Mi's. Duusealh know at tho und 
of the cases that her rental was minced from 2241. 12s. KM, to 
1941. 2s. 7d., hut why thu reduction was made she was entirely 
ignorant. The invariable teat of tho fair lent of a farm was what 
would ft solvent person uiulortako to give, having regard to all tlio 
uirciunstauces of the case. 

Mr. Litton—And under ordinary cireumstnnuos. 

Tho tenant had agieuit to give 41. 10s. for tho Umd added to this 
holding from time to lime, therefore tho (piustion romainod, was 
there anything unreasonable in raising thu runt of 2(11. fixed in 
1842 to 321. in 1879, having regard to all thu ohftngod eireumstanees 
of the eountry. He contended this case did not oome within the 
!)th clause, and therefore was it not reasonable that in this case tho 
landlord should bo pvochulud from what was up to thu time his 
right, via.—to have rent placed on tho improvements. The rent 
(heed in this case by tho Sub-Commissioners was 301. 15s., which, 
taking into account the 41. JO*., would make it loss than the rent 
Was in lH4li. 

Mi'. Wui. Kapluusl, valuator, examined by Mr. Orr, deposod 
that Lord Mounteusliol'a ostatu comprised nearly 200,000 acros of 
land. In 1844 about ono-tliivd of it was valued, and tlio valuation 
was all conducted upon precisely the same nvinoiplos as in the first 
valuation, in 1842, of uavid Adams's holding. Tho latter was 
dividod in this way. No. 1 on tho map, consisting of 9a. ir. Slip., 
was valued at 20*. an aero, or ill. 9*. fid. No. 2, consisting of 
la. 7p. described as arable pasture, at 2os. or 11. (I*. Id. Another 
section of 0a. 2r. 2(lp. was valued at 32*. (Id. or 101. 1(1*. (Id. 
Another portion, la. lr. 28p. at 22*. Od, per acre, or II. 12*. Id. ; 
and another portion, la. 2r. 29p., at 22*. 0d., or 2s. J4*. Od. In 
tlio valuation then mndo no valuation was put on tho houses. Thu 
rent fixed in 1842 was a reasonable rent for tluit time. In 1870 ho 
made another valuation. At tluit time he was not in tho employ¬ 
ment as agent or otherwise of thu landlady, but was employed by 
tho agent. There was then hold by tho tenant, a pioco of hog for 
which he wits paying 41. 10*, and that was not iuweosud—in 
fact, lie was dusirod not to look at it. Thero wore Ion. Lr. 
14p., wliioli he valued at 10s, per aore, or 121. 5*. Od. ; la. 2r. 
32p. at 18*. an aore, or 11. 10*. (id. j 10a. 3r. (Ip, at 23*., or 
121. 2*. 4d. ; 2a. lr. 9p. at 18s., or 21. J*. (Id. ; 2a. 2r. !Ktp. at 
2ii*. (Id., equal to 31. 19*. ; total, 311. 17*. (id., to which was 
addod 41. 10*. for the bog. Tliat valuation was made exactly ou 
the same basis as tho former valuation, and that increase was put 
ou in considoratiou of the value of produce, putting on what lie 
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considered to be a fair increase of the letting value, believing that 
the increase in juices of stock justified him. 

Did you put on anything in respect of houses or anything of that 
sort 'I Nothing ; I did not look at them, 

Ih that the invariable practioo 1 Yes. 

You consider the valuation yon fixed a fair increase of de- 
letting vnluo t Yes, that the inorense in the price of stock justified 
me, and T fixed a fair livo-and-let-live voluo. 1 believe them iH 
tenant light at the rent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dodd—I was r young man starting when 
I assisted in the valuation of 1842. My opinion was token in tile 
matter hy tho other gentlonion, who took me into consultation 
whenever a difference of opinion arose. 

If hut i dos that valuation for f For an increase of rent. 

For an increase of rent ? Yen. 

For the purpose of sale ? 1 did not say that. 

And was every valuation made since tin's on that same priaciph, 
vis.—for an increase of rent ? IVelC, J came as near it ns I could. 
I took no improvements into consideration, I put oil additional rent, 
because, stock is selling dearer how. It was double. I think com is a 
little dearer, but not much. I sold a cow about two montliB age 
for 22/., and in 1842 I would not have got 10/. for her. 

To Mr. Vernon—In comparing 1842 with 1870 I put on 5s. an 
Dish acre. 

Judge O’Hagan— There is a most remarkable, circumstance in con¬ 
nection with this increased rent. I see that to the old rent there was 
ntldeil exactly aiie-Jifth to make iqi rt new rent. 

Mr. Dodd—Yes, it is a very remarkable and significant fact, 

Mr. On*—Tho increaso is just twenty par cent. 

Judge O’Hagan—Just as if instoad of re-valuing, a man took his 
pencil and did it adding on one fifth. 

Mr. Holmes proposed to put in evidence as to the conditions 
under which two adjoining farina woro held. 

Judge O’Hagan declined to admit the evidence, holding that it 
would ojron up an interminable field of inquiry. Evidence might 
be given as to tho general value of the land in the district, 

Mr. Justice O’Hagan said—This case, the first appeal which 
has heen heard hefore us, is one of the very greatest importance. 
The holding is not an extonsivo one, nor does the question of value 
present uutoh difilculty ; but it so happens that several of tho most 
serious and most debated questions of law which have been mooted 
on tho construction of the Land Act of 1881 require decision in this 
case. I regard this as a fortunate circumstance, inasmuch us mi 
opportunity will be given, not by our decision alone, but by tlwt i -f 
tho Oourt of Appeal, of setting these questions at rest, and of 
determining the principles upon which our Courts must in future 
act. The facts of the case lie within a short compass. Thehold-og 
consists of 42 acres 1 rood 6 poles, statute measure, wliich may be 
divided into two parts, one containing 20 acres 2 roods 21 poles 

T 
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Irish, formerly held under ti lease wliioh expired in 1875, and up 
nlmut nine statute acres of hog takon from time to time by the 
tenant Binoe tlio expiration of the Learn. The Sub-Oommisttionui'H 
fixed tlio judicial rent at 80£. 15s. Beforo approaching tlio qiuis- 
tion of rent, wo luive to discuss tho principles upon which tlio rent 
is to bo uHliuintcd, and, tii-at, tho controversy iih to how far ilitprovo- 
inoutH affected by the tenant are to lie excluded in estimating snob 
rent. Mr. Holmes submitted to us certain lugal propositionson the 
[> 1111 ; of the landlord in tlds and other casus which, as applied to tho 
present uasos, are as follows :—(l) That tho landlord is entitled to 
rout in respect of all improvements made previous to tlio expiration 
of the lease in 1875, inasmuch as such improvements wore not made 
by tlio tenant or his predecessors in title. (2) If the Omni declined 
to accedo to hit) first requisition, tluit the landlord is entitled to rent 
in respect of all improvements made during the currency of the 
lease, except tlioso made liy the present tenant himself, inasmuch 
us his predecessors in occupancy wore not his predecessors in title. 
(If) if the Court declined to accede to requisitions l and then (o), 
that tho landlord was entitled to rent in respect of all improvements 
made prior to tho making of the lease of 1845, and (?>) that tho 
landlord was ontillod to some rent in rospoot of improvements made 
during the cuiTouoyof tlio loaso, on tho grounds that under tlio first 
clause of Section 4 of the Act of 1870 Homo deductions must lie 
made in ascertaining the tonant’s interest in such improvements 
from tho value thereof, and upon the further ground that by hold¬ 
ing under loaso lie 1ms boon, if not altogether, to some extent, 
compensated for his impi-ovomunts. 1 now procood to consider 
those propositions of law. Mr. Holmes’s first roqiiiniLiou amounts 
to a demand on tho part of tho landlord of rent in respect of all 
iiuprovumonls made prior to the expiration of tho loaso of 1845 ; 
and the legal ground is tluit thoso improvements wore not made by 
tho tenant or his predecessors in title. But it was proved in the 
ease, ami oould not he contested, that some of tho improvements 
were made liy David Adams himself, tho present tenant. Tlio 
words of the statute aro that no runt shall he allowed or made pay¬ 
able under this Act in respeot of improvements iuudo by the tenant 
or his predecessors in title. Is it to Iks seriously argued that David 
Adams is to lie charged with rent in respect of improvements made 
by himself whilo in occupation of tho land as tenant, because his 
tenancy under tlio lease has expired and ho is now hi possession 
under a tonanoy from year to year, arising on tlio termination of the 
lease 1 I should have thought that snob a proposition bore on its 
fuoe its own confutation for its ovortlirow. It hardly noods my 
authority, In the course of tho argument I called Mr. Holman's 
attention to tho case of ‘Murphy v. Muliony,’ decided by Mr. 
Justice Lawson, and reported In 16 Irish 2'ivwa Roports, p. 57. 
That eminent Judge held that, under the Aot of 1870, changes m the 
nature of the tenancy did not affect the right of tlio tenant who had 
made them to claim for improvements. That decision is an express 
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authority on ilio construction of similar wolds in the Act of 1881. 
I puss non - to the second of Mr. Holmes's propositions. which is of 
;t morn serious complexion. He lhIIh onus to hold that the landlord 
is untitled to runt in respect of all improvements made during the 
uurrunoy of the lease, except those made by the present tenant him¬ 
self, upon the ground that his predecessors in occupancy were not 
his predecessors in title. To sustain this proposition Mr. Holmes 
ehiuily relied on the well-known case of ‘ Holt c. Lord Hurlierton.’ 
That was a rase arising under the titli suution of the Art of 1870, 
wliieli provides tliat wliero either a landlord or a teniuit is desirous 
of preserving evidence of improvements once made liy himself or 
Ins predecessor in title, ho may register those improvements in the 
prescribed manner. Tliat is a case of the very highest authority, 
to which every Oouvt in this country must explicitly Ihiw ; lmt I 
am hound to say that, it seums to mo not to have derided the 
almtract principle eontunded for. What iR rontundud for m the 
present ease, as the consoouunee of the decision in ‘Holt v. Hnr- 
rierton,’ is or follows :—* That rf a father, the lessee under a lease, 
makes vnluahlo improvements and then dies, bequeathing the louse 
to his son, if the son, instead of at once surrendering the possession 
and claiming for compensation continues us tenant from year to 
year ut the old rent and then Bubmits to a neiv ront, his right lo 
compensation for his father’s improvements under the Act of 1870 
is absolutely gone and forfeited.’ I do not think the case of ‘ Holt 
r. Harherton ’ or of ‘ Darragh v. Murdoch,’ or of ‘ Millikon r. 
Hardy' goes that length ; and 1 should lie slow indeed to hold it 
even on tho construction of the Act of 1870. But we liave not now 
the Art of 1870 alone. Ui djr tlie express terms of the 7th section 
nf the Jjiind Law Act of 1881 no Much dictum us is said to flow from 
the ease of ‘ Holt r. Harherton ’ can bo any longer considered 
law. This in conceded by the learned counsel for the landlord bo 
far as regards the Act of 1870, but they aay that Section 7 of tlie 
Act of 1881 must be construed as strictly oonfined to the construc¬ 
tion of tho earlier Act—tlwt it is restricted to tho caso of a tenant 
quitting ilia holding. Therefore, according to tlieir construction, 
whuu a tenant docs not yield his holding, but seeks to have a fair 
rout tixod under tho Act of 1881, he is met by tlie same rigid and 
highly toolinicnl rule of construction wliich was supi>osed to havo 
inturfurod with tho true intention of the Act of 1870, and which, 
tl lure fore, tlie Legislature swept away. I cannot accede to this, nor 
think tluil under tho 8th section a man is to be hm-dened with rent 
in respect of hiH father’s improvements in precisely tho same circum¬ 
stances, which the Legislature decreed should not debar him from 
comiiensation for them. I now oomo to the sooond part of Mr. 
Holmos’s third requisition, winch, in importance probably sirtmesss 
any other raised in this caao. It arises on the latter part or Hub- 
Boution 60, Section 8, and is whether if a tenant building under s 
lease should, during the ourrenoy of such lease, effect improvements 
his enjoyment of those improvements during the lease can to any 



degree lie considered as a compensation liy the landlord for tho ijn - 
provements so as to eiuildo liim to chat'go the tenant the same rent 
in respect of tlicru at the termination of tho lease, [Section 4 of 
tlio Act of 1870 contains tho following olansu :—‘ Where a tenant 
I ms nwle tiny improvements before the passing of thin Act on a 
holding hold by him lindor a tonancy existing at tho lime of the 
passing thereof, the Court, on awarding compensation to such 
tenant in respect of such improvements, slmll in reduction of the 
claim of the tenant, toko into consideration tlio time during which 
such tonnnt may have enjoyed tlio advantage of such improvements ; 
til so the rent at which such holding lias lmon hold,and any laments 
which Buoll tenant may liavu rccuivud from liis landlord in considera¬ 
tion, expressly or impliedly, of tho improvements bo made.’ In 
considering this section, two things are to lie observed—first, that 
it is confined to improvements made before Lho passing of the Ac* 
of 1870, and does not extend to improvements made ninoe that 
Act ; and, sucundly, that the enjoyment is to he taken into con¬ 
sideration in reduction of tho claims for compensation, not saying 
in wliat manner or to what dugreo, but evidently implying that in 
no oaso could tho tenant’s enjoyment of his own iinpi'ovemouts bo 
doomed a complete compensation for them. Now turn to the 
difference of language in the Act of 1881. Suction 4 of that Act 
says :— 1 A tenant on quitting a holding of which lie is tenant shall 
not he deprived of liis right to receive compensation for liis improve¬ 
ments under the Landlord anil Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, by 
ruasen only of the determination, by sun-under or othurwiRo, of tile 
tenancy sulMisting at the time when such improvements woro made 
by such tenant or his predecessor in title, and the acceptance by him 
of a new tenancy.’ Whereas, in tracing a title for the purpose of 
obtaining compensation for improvements, it appears that an out¬ 
going tenant lias surrendered Ins tenancy in order that some other 
puraon may bo accepted by tlio landlord as Lenimt in liis place, and 
suck other person is so accepted as touaut, the outgoing tenant, shall 
not bo precluded from being doomed the predecessor in title of the 
incoming knmnt by rcasou only of such surrender of tonancy by 
him, Audlioro there is nothing said as to the tenant-right buing 
all'outed by tho euioymont of liis improvomonls. But in oilier to 
enable tlio landlord to claim rent in respect of those improvements, 
ho must, so to fljwak, have lamght them from the tenant, jMiitl him 
for them, or otherwise compensated him. fiuch uomiamsation may 
tako a hundred forms, which it would bo impossible to enumerate ; 
hut it must, I oonooive, ho something given or done by the landlord 
as an equivalent for tlie improvements. Take tho case of two 
neighbouring tenants bolding under lenses from the same term, ami 
at the Bam,o rent—say 301. a year oaoli. One tonnnt by industry 
and outlay, effoote improvements which make tho holding worth SOI. 
T1 iu other does uot improve at all, and liis holding remains worth !KM. 
At the and of the lease, is the landlord nnder tins Act to fie entitled 
to assess the improving nnin at the full letting value of his holding, 
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'oi the plea that lie hud compensated hini I It seems tf> me that 
this would simply ho a judicial repeal of the clauses. Eli this view 
Mr. Litton concurs, but I regret to say tluit our colloiiguo, Mr. 
Vernon, for whoso opinion on all subjects connected with land— 
indeed I may say all subjects whatever—I have learned to hold the 
greatest esteem, does not adopt it. Ho tliinks that this contention 
would work grant injustice and hardship upon landlords. It is 
satisfactory to think that the Court of Appeal will soon put the 
quustion at rest. Having thus said what occurred to me on these 
very different and important questions of law, I now come to the 
question of value. It is not my intention to dwell mam it long, or 
to recapitulate tho evidence which lias been giien. We found that 
tlie usual mode of valuing land in Dlster for tho purpose of regu¬ 
lating rant was to put on estimate on the tenant’s interest mid tlie 
landlord’s interest, and to fix a fail 1 rant. Tlie valuation in this 
cose. Mr. Raphael said, was made on the basis of fixing ill every ca'-e 
the acroablu rant at such a figure as would not interfere with the 
tenant's improvements. He lulhored to his valuation of 1876, and 
(loclarad that the rant of 31i. 17s. (Ul. with tlie addition of 41. 10s. 
for the bra;, making together 80i. 7s. (M., was now the fair rent. 
Mr. Edward Murphy, a gentleman of high reputation ns a valuer, 
said tluit he valued the land in tho same way, field by field, making 
in each case an exclusion in his own mind of tlie tenant’s improve¬ 
ments as ho valued. This estimate of tlie fair’ rent is 30J. 2». lid. 
for the hind formerly in lease, which, adding 41. iOs. for the liog, 
would make liis estimate of a fair rent for the entire, 'Ml. JL2s. lid. 

(>n the other hand, the valuers for the tenant wont for - indeed in 
I,heir reduction. Mr. Robinson says lie conceives that the lands, if 
in tho hands of the landlord, might be worth 4-1/., but in excluding 
the tenant’s improvements, he brings tho rent as low as 2 ’21. 2s. 3d. 
Our official valuer's, Mr - . O’Brien and Mr. Grey, gentleman of high 
ability and unimpoaclmblc integrity, fix the letting value of the land 
at 37t- 10s. If this were to lie deemed their estimate of a fair rout, 
Lhoro would ho an increase of the actual rent fixed by Mr. Raphael. 
Hut tlus is by no means so. They merely excluded the buildings 
from tboir valuation in other rosjwots, valuing tho land as it stood, 
ami from thoir valuation, therefore, if I lie right in the construction 
of the statute, reduction must he made in respect of tenant's im¬ 
provements other than buildings. We confirm tlie judioial rent. 
There remains tho question of costs. Tho Sub-Commissioners have 
given tlie tenant his costs against the landlord. This we conceive 
to have boon an error. Thoy thought it right, we suppose, to 
follow tho I'aneral rule of our Courts by which costs follow success. 
Hut this prinuiple is, in our opinion, inapplicable to Courts Bueh os 
ours. I tlo not term them Courts of arbitration. They would only 
ill strictness ho so if landlord anil tenant came in togethor. They 
we Courts established by the Ilegislature to determine impartially a 
matter upon which various minds may reasonably differ in opinion ; 
and exceptional oases apart, it ’vtould, in our judgment, be unfair to 
vi lit either party with costs in such a ooso. Of course, if the con- 
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duct of either jimiy is such nfl to deserve reprobation, wo may treat 
such casus its exceptions. Tito costs of the appeal arc it different 
lunLlrr. An appellant, cornea into Court at Uio peril to set lutiilu it 
distinct judicial decision, JS'o doubt the right principle, as ageneral 
rule, is that tut npjiollnnt who failR should pity thu costs of the 
appeal ; mid hereafter, when Urn principles ujsin which thu (Join I, 
proceeds liucome more fixed anti doiuiito, it will liu, wo think, our 
duty to net upou it. Hut ns yet they tiro to it groat extent lion Ling 
and indotermiunte ; and wo cannot sny that tin nppollnnt, especially 
in a ease like the present, whoio questions of law of snuh moment 
are involved, was wrong in seeking to tost the deoision gmm below. 
'iVu therefore vary the order of the Court holow by declaring that 
the j»ti'ties respectively should hear their own costs, and wu give no 
costs of this appeal. 

Mr. Litton, (,).C,, concurring with Mr. .Justice lI’Jfngan, Bilid-- 
With reforonoo to the question of fair rent, wo should, in my mind, 
ask nursolvcs in each case, and as far as possible disoovor from the 
evidonco, wluit annual sum could a tenant of ordinary capital, skill, 
and intelligence nilbrd to pay, nuo yoar with auotlior, for the hold¬ 
ing us it stamlH, with it tenant’s suiroundings, regarding the oireum- 
stiuicus of the holding and district, and assuming that the landlord 
had thu farm in his own possession, to let it to a solvent tenant. 
The question is not what a tenant could ho got to otter, but what 
hu could be reasonably asked to pay; and consequently, in 
answering these questions, wo should exclude from consideration, 
in my opinion, any inoroaao of runt which puinons might lie induced 
tu utter from a more dosiro to acquire possession, or which niighl lie 
procured by reason of circumstances affecting the person making thu 
oiler anil not affecting thu holding itself. Well, then, we should 
endeavour to ascertain the commercial or market value of the hold¬ 
ing as it stands. Wo should exclude the competition value. The 
owner of land about to let a holding in his own occupation may 
demand wluttcvor rent he pleases, and take whatever mil ho cult 
procure. It may well ho that the dosiro to procure possession or 
thu thirst for hind will induce some persons to offer a rent far 
lieyoud the value ; navortholcsB, the owner lets it purfoct right to 
the competition rent. Iu estimating the rent between the litudlord 
and the present tenant—that is, the tenant in occupation —whatever 
might lie pvoourud from the motives I have referred to boyond the 
commercial rent belongs to the tenant who holds the possession, 
just as it would lielong to the landlord if about to let his land for 
the flint time. It forms tho element of goodwill, and is part of the 
tenant-right or propurty of the tenant in possession. It may lie 
said there is no difference in principle betwcon commercial or 
economic and competition rent. This may be true, and, in the ease 
of tlie owners, is true ; but in tho case of the tenant iu possession 
he has not tho possession to give, and, therefore, cannot claim tho 
competition value. That which he can claim, and has a right to, is 
tlie competitive value loss by whatever should ho deducted as 
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representing mero possession, which 1 r a property in itself. The 
competitive value, leas by the goodwill arising finm actual ocoupa- 
tiuu, 1 cull the commercial value of the lmltliug. The term may be 
somewhat inaccurate, but I know uo better to express my moaning 
From tlio insult thus ascertained must l>e deducted the amount 
which tlio improvements of the tenant or his predecessors in title 
have oontiibuted to tlio present lotting value. The amount to lie 
duductod is not of necessity to be estimated by the decimal equiva¬ 
lent in the way of interest for the sum expended. It nuiy so happen 
that largo sums have been expended in the effort or with the inten¬ 
tion to improve, and yet the holding in its letting value may not 
have linen improved by tlio expenditure. The question, therefore, 
is to wluit oxtent has tlio letting value boon increased by tlio im¬ 
provements, if at alii Deducting the latter, wliou ascertained 
from tlio former, wo got a result which ought to represent a fair 
rent. 

Mr. ‘Vernon, dissenting, said—Hitting, us I do, in this Court as 
a judge of fact, not of law, it woidd be presumption on my part to 
follow my learned colleagues through the elaborate judgments which 
they luivo delivered. I oan only say tlmt in some important points 
these juilgmonts do not carry conviction to my mind ; and 1 learn 
with satisfaction they are to he submitted to the High Court oi 
Appeal without any delay. These judgments appear to mu to lay 
down principles and to load to results which were never contem¬ 
plated by tlie Legislature. 1 am therefore obliged, with much 
diffidence in my own opinion, hut without any hesitation as to my 
duty, to dissent from these judgments. It follows tlmt, dissenting 
from the judgments, 1 dissent from tlio valuations arrived at so far as 
those valuations are governed by tlio principles laid down in reference 
to the meaning and force of the words * otherwise cunqionHated. 
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On Ootolier 25, 1881, tlio writer was lootnrod as follows 
by a writor in the ‘ St. James’s Gazette - 

‘ Mr. Frank Hugh O’Doimoll lias seised upon a statement lately 
made by a “ Special Commissioner ” of the “Standard,” and has 
turned it to ingenious account. The Special Commissioner, writing 
on the zfTth ult,, had said:—“By men of all classes- landlords, 
leaders of the League, journalists, and men of business—there is 
lml ono opinion expressed, which is this : tlmt unless routs are re¬ 
duced on the average by a very considerable amount, say 2d pOT 
emit., the Commission will bo playing into tlio hands of Mr, T’amell 
during the coining winter.” Upon which Mi’. O’Donnell remarks : 
— “Taking tho total rental oi Ireland at some 10,000,0001., it 
follows that, unless tlie Land Act is to fail of its purpose, some 
4,000,00V/, ut least per anmun must be returned us tenant pivijwrty 
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to tliu tenant, Tn my own opinion, tlio Bums duo out of existing 
rents to the tonnntry under a fair rent HVHtum are more nearly 
H.OUO.OOW. a year than 4,000,000/. a year/’ Now wo are not eon- 
ouruud with Mr. ODouuoII’b calculations, or his notions of what 
constitutes a fuir rent. What wo wish to point out onou luoro in, 
that Special Commissioners and Own Correspondents are in these 
days taking, and are permitted to take, a vast deal too much upon 
llionisolvos in “forming public opinion.” At the time when the 
“ Standard's ” Commissioner sent to London the rather doubtful 
nows ,-iIkjvo emoted, it Wits generally understood to bo a “ fooler ”— 
a sort of hnlliDt d’t:xmi sent up on behalf of the Land Court, whieh 
was already expected to take the lino indicated by tludgo O’Flngmi 
in opening the Court. There is far too muehof this sort of thing in 
tho letters of “Own Correspondents.'” 

About two months afterwards, tho ‘Pall Mall Gazette’ 
contained tho following note :— 

‘The list published liy our Dublin contemporary (tho “Irish 
Times ”) in November showed that in tho L42 eases Hint health 
existing rontM, amounting to H,(>08/. 5s. 4d., had laion out down to 
2,71U/. Os. Hi/., making a roduotiou of 87(1/. J (is. Id., or 24{ per emit. 
The aueoiul list shows (luit on 2(10 farms tho rent has been out down 
from 8,049/. (Is. Ild. to (1,515/. 8s. —a roduotiou of 2,184/. Is. 1 Id,, 
or a trille more than 244 per cent. 'Hie average rate of reduction 
shows roiuarkahly little variation. The total result, of tho activity 
of the Sub-Commissioners is that rents on 482 farms, whieh formerly 
realized 12,257/. 15s. lid., will in tho future only bring in 
9,240/. 17s. Od.—a rednotion of 8,0101. 18s., or ns near as may be 
of 24$ per cent. Tf these cases are fair samples of the otiuct of the 
Act upon tho rest of Irish estates, whieh, however, there is no 
reason whatever to assume, tho income of tlio landlords will he 
diminished by about four millions sterling— a liguro it is well to 
hear in mind when compensation comes up for discussion.’ 
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